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The Last Great Buffalo Drive 

Tex relates a number of past film experiences in this story, though not 
the months he and his family spent in California, when he worked in 
Hollywood as an animal handler, notably on The Call of the Wild. From 
raucous by-play during the shooting of a silent movie and mockery of the 
Alpine folk costumes (lederhosen in particular) featured in the film through 
a well-deserved but painful assault on the backside of a pain-in-the-ass 
assistant director with home-made buckshot, the atmosphere rings true to 
anyone who has ever had the misfortune to hang around a movie set as an 
extra or a relative. Tex clearly spent a good deal of time working on movies. 
His mockery of what directors thought looked real vs. reality is especially 
fresh and apt. Both the buckshot episode and the unintended killing 
of a buffalo, then a rare animal in Canada, were, if true, very masculine 
hi-jinks and would lead to much more serious consequences today. The 
rough-and-tumble of those days is one point of this story, with the implicit 
message that one could no longer get away with such macho goings-on 
(for better or for worse, with the decision left to the reader). 

—AG 





By N. Vernon-Wood

This story was reprinted in an Alberta school anthology: Theresa M. Ford, ed., Western Moods 
(Edmonton, AB: Alberta Education, 1979), 30–36, as an example of humorous Alberta writing.












