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Angela Wanhalla begins her story in Maitapapa, Taieri, New Zealand, the mixed-descent community where her great-grandparents, John Brown and Mabel Smith, were born. As In/visible Sight takes shape, a community emerges from the records, re-casting history and identity in the present. Drawing on the experiences of mixed-Maori/White families, Wanhalla examines the early history of southern New Zealand. There, Ngāi Tahu engaged with the European newcomers on a sustained scale from the 1820s, encountering systematic settlement from the 1840s, and fighting land alienation from the 1850s. The evolving social world was one framed by marriage, kinship networks, and cultural practices―a world in which interracial intimacy played a formative role.

						


						
						
												
															About the Author

														Of Ngāi Tahu descent (Taumutu and Otakou), Angela Wanhalla grew up in the small Canterbury town of Rolleston. She is an award-winning scholar and lectures in history at the University of Otago. Publishing in international periodicals and engaged in research, Wanhalla draws on a strong theoretical framework for her writing on Maori society.
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“[In/visible Sight] provides a compelling case study of the impact of government policies on a small and rural Ngai Tahu community. … While urbanization and outward migration contributed to a loss of cultural knowledge in which the formerly prominent mixed descent families of Maitapapa became ‘invisible’ within wider Pakeha communities. Wanhalla draws upon oral histories of descendants to demonstrate that this process was only ever partial and intended as a strategy of survival. Her work shows just how successfully Pakeha and mixed-descent people were integrated into the Maitapapa community before its eventual dispersal. … Historians of cross-cultural encounter and relationships will find several other fertile points of comparison and reflection in this fascinating book.”
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