PROLOGUE

AUGUST 1916

Marie-Louise Bouchard Labelle, an unmarried 25-year-old woman
living in her parents” home in Hanmer, Ontario, discovers that she
is pregnant by a §8-year-old priest from Cache Bay. She is fraught
with questions. Who can she turn to? Should she confide this ter-
rible secret to her parents? Will they renounce her forever? Will
they become the shame of Hanmer? And what will her lover say?
The decision she came to after what seemed an eternity of delib-
erations will forever alter the course of her life.
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