This book originated as my doctoral dissertation, which I completed in
the Graduate Program in History at York University. While my status as a
part-time student at York meant that I was always on the periphery of the
stimulating and dynamic atmosphere of that program, I was fortunate to
have benefited from crucial intellectual links with a small group of fellow
Canadian history students and with other members of the Toronto Labour
Studies Group. I am particularly grateful for my connection with Jenny
Carson, Cindy Loch-Drake, Todd Stubbs, Susana Miranda, and Nathan
Smith. Over the past eight years, we have all either moved through our
dissertation research or into the academy as faculty, and I have been in-
spired by their dedication and support. I was also fortunate to have had
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Bob Nickerson, and Al Seymour, among others, enabled me to add nuance
and depth to my analysis. Roland was always an enthusiastic supporter
of my work, and I only wish he’d lived to see this book published. I am
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My grandparents — George Alexander (Alec) Russell, Norma Rus-
sell, William Dalton (Mike) Rapsey, and Muriel Rapsey — were often in
my thoughts as I researched and wrote this book. Alec and Norma raised
five children, and Alec often worked two jobs, despite suffering from poor
health. Mike was a long-time member of the United Auto Workers. Heand
Muriel had two children and understood very well the impact that a local
union had on their lives. Alec and Mike were also steadfast social democrats.

Both of my grandfathers served in the Canadian Army in World
War 11, and Muriel was an English war bride. Alec died at a relatively
young age, but Norma is still with us. Mike and Muriel passed away after
years of hard work and a peaceful retirement. My grandparents worked
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