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Scholarly Journal Prospectus

The purpose of providing you with this guide is to accelerate and facilitate the assessment process.  Some of the questions below have been taken directly from the SSHRC registration form.  If this is a new submission, please note that AU Press has exclusive rights to assess the journal for at least 120 days.

1.
Title/proposed title
            
2.
Is this journal being considered by other publishers?
3.
What is your open access policy?
4.
What language(s) is the journal published in?
5.
What are the formats of publication (e.g., print, electronic, etc.)?
6.
URL
7.
ISSN (if available)
8.
What is the journal about?             

What do you wish the journal to achieve?            
9.
Into which discipline(s) does this journal fall?
10.
If interdisciplinary, describe the specific focus.  Is there a strong ideological or disciplinary base?            

11.
List indexes where the journal appears
12.
Editor(s) name(s) in full.  Please provide CV(s).
13.
Complete work address, e-mail address, area code and phone number, and fax number.
14.
Complete home address, e-mail address, area code and phone number, and fax number.
15.
Is this journal sponsored by and/or associated with an existing organization?             
If yes, is the journal available to people who are not associated with the organization?             Who owns copyright?            


What arrangements are in place to arrange for permission to publish and copyright clearance of 3rd party materials published in your journal?            
16.
List the unique attractions of your journal.  Stress the originality of its contribution to the discipline(s).  If there are competing journals, please name them and indicate how your journal differs from them.
17.
Structure of the editorial process:

a)
What is the structure, role, and responsibility of the editorial board?

b)
How many members? Please provide CVs for editorial board members. 

c)
Is representation national and/or international?

d)
Are the members junior and/or senior scholars?
e)
How are possible names for the editorial board determined? How are selections made?
f)
What is the term and process for regular replacement/ongoing reappointment of members?
18.
Do you have a formal advisory board, editorial consultants, or other group from whom you draw expertise/guidance?              

a)
What is the structure, role, and responsibility of the advisory board, editorial consultants, or other group?
b)
How many members? Include names and affiliations.
c)
Is representation national and/or international?
d)
Are the members junior and/or senior scholars?
e)
How are members determined? How are selections made?
f)
What is the term and process for regular replacement/ongoing reappointment of members?
19.
Do you have a book review editor(s)?              If yes,

a)
What is the responsibility of the book review editor(s)?  
b)
Include name(s) and affiliation(s).
c)
What is the term and process for regular replacement/ongoing re-appointment of the book review editor(s)?
20.
Article Selection and Refereeing Process.  Describe the process used for adjudication/ consideration of papers to be included in the publication.

a)
Who reviews each paper first and considers it germane enough to send on?
b)
How many readers will provide a review?
c)
Will reviews be blind in all cases?
d)
How will blindness be safeguarded?
e)
Will readers’ comments be passed on to all contributors?
f)
What is the process if two readers disagree sharply?
g)
What percentage of articles will be accepted for publication? 
21.
Does the journal have a documented structure process where the above issues are detailed?             If so, please include a copy with the prospectus details. 
22.
What is the most recently published journal volume, issue, year?

23.
Proposed AU Press start date and the initial volume, issue, year.

24.
Publication frequency (actual/estimated).  


25.
What hardware, software, and software version are used in preparation of files?

26.
What software is used for the electronic publication of your journal?

27.
Special features (e.g., podcasts, audio files, web features, tables, diagrams, maps, photos, and illustrations, etc.).

28.
If the journal has been previously published, how, in your opinion, is an article published in it regarded for tenure and/or promotion review in your discipline?

29.
Circulation or hits and visits (actual/estimated)

30.
Sources of financial sponsorship.

31.
If this journal receives research funding from the Social Science and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC), please include a copy of the journal’s most recent evaluation. These comments may be used in place of one external assessor.
Checklist

   
Complete scholarly journal prospectus and e-mail to the attention of Kathy Killoh (kathyk@athabascau.ca)

   
SSHRC comments if appropriate

   
Please provide URL.  If also in print, provide two complete sets of two most recent volumes
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