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I N T R O D U C T I O N 

C U M B E R L A N D , B C , S A T U R D A Y 27 J U L Y 1918: T h e D o m i n i o n Po l ice posse left 
C u m b e r l a n d , the coa l m i n i n g city nest led against the Beaufor t M o u n t a i n s 
o n V a n c o u v e r Is land, early o n this b r i gh t sunny day u n d e r the c o m m a n d o f 
W i l l i a m J o h n Devitt . Vancouver -based Devitt , 49 , was a career p o l i c e m a n 
a n d B C inspector for the M i l i t a r y Po l ice c o m p o n e n t o f the D o m i n i o n Pol ice . 
W i t h h i m was hote l p r o p r i e t o r D a n C a m p b e l l , 46 , o f V i c t o r i a , a d isgraced 
f o rmer constable i n the B C P rov inc i a l Po l i ce i n Esqu ima l t , now a spec ia l or 
t emporary constable w i th the D o m i n i o n Po l i ce . Lance C o r p o r a l George 
H e n r y Roe , 48 , f o rmer customs agent at U n i o n Bay, where C u m b e r l a n d ' s 
coa l was l oaded o n ships for expor t , now l i v i n g i n V i c t o r i a a n d e m p l o y e d by 
the D o m i n i o n Pol ice , r o u n d e d out the posse. T h e y met u p w i t h two t rap­
pers who l ed the way into the w i l d mounta inous country west o f C u m b e r ­
l a n d — T h o m a s Downie (Scabby) A n d e r s o n , 58, o f Bevan , a sma l l coa l 
m i n i n g c ommun i t y near C u m b e r l a n d , a n d Geo rge A l f r e d (Dad) Janes , 44, 
o f V i c t o r i a , a famous cougar hunte r . B u t the prey this day was h u m a n . It was 
draft dodgers i n c l u d i n g A lbe r t (Ginger ) G o o d w i n : i m m i g r a n t , coa l m ine r , 
sme l t e rman , u n i o n organizer , Social ist. A war rant h a d been issued for his 
arrest for f a i l ing to r epor t for active service as a n a rmy conscr ip t . 

N o t present o n that fateful day was Rober t Rush f o rd , 38, the B C P r o v in ­
c ia l Po l i ce constable based i n C u m b e r l a n d . H e was t r anspor t ing a p r i sone r 
t o 3 Oaka l l a P r i s o n jus t outside Vancouver . B a c k i n 1914, Rush f o rd , a C u m ­
b e r l a n d coal m ine r , vo luntee red at the start o f W o r l d W a r I to re jo in his o l d 
r eg iment i n Sco t land , the 1st Ba t ta l i on o f T h e B l a c k Wa t ch (Roya l H i g h ­
landers ) . 

H e was shot th rough the l u n g o n 11 N o v e m b e r 1914 i n the F i rs t Batt le o f 
Yp res . H e w o u l d later ha rbour serious doubts about the of f ic ial ve rs ion o f 
what was about to h a p p e n to G o o d w i n . 

Devitt , C a m p b e l l , a n d Roe were a rmed . C a m p b e l l , the p r o p r i e t o r o f the 
C o l w o o d H o t e l near V i c t o r i a , ca r r i ed his pe rsona l h u n t i n g r i f le , a .30-30 
ca l ibre 1893 M a r l i n . H e was a n ou tdoo r sman a n d k n o w n to be a crack shot. 
Roe also h a d a ri f le. 

G o o d w i n , 31 , was k i l l e d by a single bul le t f r om C a m p b e l l ' s r i f le w h i c h 
shattered the sp ina l c o l u m n i n his neck. T h e r e were no witnesses o n the t ra i l 
i n dense bush o n A l o n e M o u n t a i n , jus t G o o d w i n a n d C a m p b e l l . 

" T h e quest ion is, was it a k i l l i n g i n self-defence, as the press reports say, 
o r was it m u r d e r , " d e m a n d e d J a c k Kavanagh , a leader o f the l ongshore ­
men's a n d tilesetters' un i ons i n Vancouve r as we l l as the V a n c o u v e r T rades 
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a n d L a b o u r C o u n c i l a n d the B C Fede ra t i on o f L abou r . O r , as Sergeant A . E . 
Lees, secretary o f the Grea t W a r Veterans Assoc ia t ion i n B C , pu t i t : 
" W h e t h e r he was shot i n the f ront o r the back, he got his jus t a n d due 
deserts. H e was a n outcast, a n outlaw, a n d not deserv ing o f s ympa thy . " 2 

Goodw in ' s dea th spa rked a par t i a l one-day genera l str ike i n Vancouve r , 
the first i n C a n a d a . T h e controversy over his death cont inues . Kavanagh ' s 
key quest ion has e choed t h r o u g h the subsequent decades. Ye t regardless o f 
how the c i rcumstances o f Goodw in ' s death may be v iewed — m u r d e r o r 
self-defence — what he s tood for a n d bel ieved i n d u r i n g his short l i fe re­
ma ins u n c h a n g e d by the na ture o f his death. 

B o r n into a t ime o f po l i t i ca l , economic , and social t u r m o i l , G o o d w i n be­
came a char ismat ic u n i o n l eader a n d M a r x i s t Social ist. H e was evad ing c on ­
sc r ip t i on , a n issue that d i v i d e d Canad ians d u r i n g W o r l d W a r I, as a mat ter 
o f p r i n c i p l e . H e o p p o s e d war be l i ev ing that workers o f one country s h o u l d 
no t k i l l fel low workers o f ano the r country. H e espoused a Social ist ph i l o so ­
p h y that said wars were the outcome o f capital ist confl icts between countr ies 
to protect ex i s t ing markets o r to seek new ones. I n his own words , wr i t t en i n 
1917, jus t over a year before his death: " O u r efforts must be bent to the 
cause o f ou r enslavement, cap i ta l i sm; a n d i n that case it p rec ludes the work ­
ers f r o m tak ing ac t i on i n na t i ona l wars, that does o f necessity u n d e r m i n e 
the in t e rna t i ona l character o f the pro le tar ia t . " T h e workers , he p o i n t e d 
out, h a d n o t h i n g to d o w i th the ca l l i ng o f W o r l d W a r I. " T h e rea l t rouble was 
that the masters interests were endange red th rough compe t i t i on w i th each 
other , a n d they ca l l ed u p o n the i r slaves to fight it out. A n d that the m a n u ­
facturers o f a rmaments wax fat at the large profits de r i v ed f r o m the sale o f 
the engines o f des t ruct ion , exp la ins the i r att itude o n war very ab l y . " 3 H e 
was a l ead ing m e m b e r i n B C o f the Social ist Party o f C a n a d a a n d spent t ime 
as a n o rgan i ze r for the party that advocated p r o d u c t i o n for use, not for 
pro f i t . T h e party sought this change th rough peaceful , non-v io lent , a n d 
democra t i c means at the ba l lo t box . It emphas i zed educa t i on to achieve the 
po l i t i ca l change it advocated . 

G o o d w i n j o i n e d the m i l i t an t U n i t e d M i n e Worke r s o f A m e r i c a , the coa l 
m ine r s u n i o n i n C a n a d a a n d the U n i t e d States, after a r r i v i n g i n N o v a Scot ia 
i n 1906 f r om his nat ive Y o r k s h i r e , at the age of 19. H e began his ascendancy 
as a trade u n i o n a n d Socia l ist l eader d u r i n g the bi t ter conf l ic t between coa l 
m ine r s a n d compan ies for u n i o n recogn i t i on o n V a n c o u v e r I s land d u r i n g 
the B i g Str ike o f 1912-1914. A f t e r w o r k i n g i n coal m ines i n M e r r i t t a n d 
C o a l C r e ek i n 1915, he went to T r a i l , B C , i n 1916 where he w o r k e d for C o n ­
so l idated M i n i n g a n d S m e l t i n g C o m p a n y L i m i t e d ( C M & S ) , later r e n a m e d 

'-B.C. Federationist, 2 August 1918. 
2Vancouver Sun, 3 August 1918. 
3 "Nat ional ism and Internationalism," Western Clarion, Vancouver, June 1917. 
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C o m i n c o a n d now T e c k C o m i n c o L i m i t e d . Soon he was e lected fu l l - t ime 
secretary o f the T r a i l M i l l a n d Sme l t e rmen ' s U n i o n , L o c a l 105 o f the Inter­
na t i ona l U n i o n o f M i n e , M i l l and Sme l t e r Worke rs . H e l e d the 1917 str ike 
that c losed the smelter for a m o n t h . It was then the wor ld ' s largest 
non- ferrous smelter. T oday it is descr ibed as one o f the wor ld ' s largest ful ly 
in tegrated z inc a n d l ead sme l t ing a n d r e f in ing comp l exes . 4 I n W o r l d W a r I, 
the smelter was a n impo r t an t supp l i e r o f raw mater ia ls for the a r m a m e n t i n ­
dustries. T h e str ike issue, however, was not war but the e i gh t -hour day. 

G o o d w i n h a d been g ranted a t emporary repr ieve (Category D) f r o m 
consc r ip t i on o n the basis o f i l l hea l th . W h e t h e r or not the i l l h ea l th was tu ­
berculosis, as often stated i n later years, cannot be c on f i rmed because the 
consc r ip t i on records were destroyed. B u t jus t eleven days in to the str ike 
G o o d w i n was suddenly reca l l ed for r e - examina t i on a n d p laced i n Category 
A — fit to fight i n the trenches overseas. T h i s a lone was h i gh l y suspic ious, 
but there was more . T h e reca l l was contrary to pub l i c po l i cy . P r i m e M i n i s t e r 
S i r Rober t L a i r d B o r d e n asserted flatly at the t ime there was " n o l i k e l i h o o d " 
o f m e n i n categories such as Goodw in ' s b e ing ca l l ed u p . T h e o rde r for m e d ­
ica l r e - examina t i on was strongly suggestive o f compl i c i t y by C M & S off icials. 
T h e y h a d the necessary mot ive — to get r i d o f this t roub lesome u n i o n 
leader who h a d started the first str ike at the company 's smelter, a n d i n war­
t ime. Goodw in ' s opposi te n u m b e r i n the management side, Se lwyn 
Blay lock , was pro-war a n d pres ident o f the T r a i l b r a n c h o f the W i n the W a r 
League , a p ro - consc r ip t i on g roup . H e was also a cap ta in i n the reserve m i l i ­
t ia . N o r was it out o f character for C M & S to intervene i n the consc r i p t i on p r o ­
cess. T h e company t r i ed to e x empt a l l its employees — G o o d w i n , o f course, 
was not emp loyed by the company but by the u n i o n — o n the basis that they 
were p e r f o r m i n g the i r war duties by w o r k i n g i n what a m o u n t e d to a m u n i ­
t ions p lant . T h e b lanket e x emp t i on , however, was rejected. A l l this was c i r ­
cumstant ia l ev idence o f C M & S ' s invo l vement i n Goodw in ' s ca l l -up for 
overseas duty. Now, thanks to the research efforts o f a r e t i r ed history 
teacher, P a u l A p p l e t o n o f V i c t o r i a , there is a witness — i f his statements i n 
1919 are to be be l ieved — to compl i c i t y by C M & S officials to get G o o d w i n out 
o f T r a i l i n N o v e m b e r 1917 — but not i n the k i l l i n g o f G o o d w i n e ight 
months later. 

D i d specia l constable C a m p b e l l m u r d e r G o o d w i n , as l abour c l a imed? 
O r , was it mans laughter , as the po l i ce charged? O r , was it self-defence, as 
C a m p b e l l said? C a n we even say g i ven the paucity o f the r e co rd left to us? 
W e can say that just ice was shor t -changed because a g r a n d j u r y d i d not send 
C a m p b e l l to t r i a l as o rde r ed by two just ices o f the peace. I n C h a p t e r N i n e , 

4 T h e company became TeckCominco Limited in 2001 through the merger of 
Cominco Limited and Teck Corporation. See www.teckcominco.com 

http://www.teckcominco.com
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A d r i a n Brooks , a l e a d i n g c r i m i n a l lawyer i n B C , contr ibutes his review a n d 
analysis o f the case against C a m p b e l l a n d what he th inks the prosecutor a n d 
defence counse l w o u l d have t o l d the j u r y at Campbe l l ' s t r ia l — h a d there 
been a t r ia l . 

G o o d w i n was a n ambi t i ous m a n as we l l as a n idealist. H e sought appo in t ­
m e n t i n 1917 as deputy m in i s t e r w h e n the B C gove rnment created its first 
l abour min is t ry . T h e first M i n i s t e r o f L a b o u r was J o h n Wal lace deBeque 
Far r i s , one o f the lawyers w h o de f ended the Vancouve r I s land coa l m ine r s 
f o l l ow ing r iots i n 1913 d u r i n g the B i g Str ike , a n d later a r enowned L i b e r a l 
senator. G o o d w i n w o n suppor t f r om his own u n i o n a n d f r om the l abour 
counc i ls i n V a n c o u v e r a n d V i c t o r i a , but he fa i led to w i n the L i b e r a l govern­
ment ' s favour. 

G o o d w i n was a s l ight ly bu i l t m a n w h o we ighed 150 p o u n d s a n d stood jus t 
five feet six inches. H e was a n accomp l i shed semi-profess ional soccer p layer 
w i th a knack for s co r ing goals. H e enjoyed d a n c i n g and a t t end ing masquer­
ade bal ls . H e was a n ora tor o f no m e a n sk i l l a n d was persona l ly popu l a r . 
T h e w o r l d i n Goodw in ' s t ime was sharply d i v i ded between 'haves' a n d 
'have-nots, ' the r i c h a n d the poo r . E c o n o m i c a n d social dif ferences p r o ­
d u c e d c lear class antagonisms. Sa id the b lunt - spoken G o o d w i n early i n his 
activity i n the Social ist Party o f C a n a d a i n 1913: " T h i s is no sent imenta l 
movement , a n d the masters can how l ; we do not h ide ou r intent ions, for we 
are what they have made us — the dispossessed class that is out to over throw 
t h e m . " 5 

T h i s is the story o f A l b e r t (Ginger ) Goodw in ' s life a n d the times i n w h i c h 
he l i ved , as we l l as his dea th a n d its a f termath. T o l d for the first t ime are the 
ug ly events that m a r k e d his c h i l d h o o d a n d adolescence i n Y o r k s h i r e u n t i l 
he left for C a n a d a where they were to be repeated. 

5 "Capi ta l i sm the Leveller," Western Clarion, 16 August 1913. 



C H A P T E R O N E 

T H E BOY F R O M B O L E H I L L 

"Be calm" 

The constant advice of Fred Croft, 
Chairman of the Denaby Main branch 

Yorkshire Miners' Association 
During the 1902-03 strike^ 

A L B E R T ( G I N G E R ) G O O D W I N grew u p i n the rap id l y e x p a n d i n g coal f ie lds o f 
Y o r k s h i r e i n the late 19th a n d early 20th centuries. B o r n o n 10 M a y 1887, 
i n the m i n i n g v i l lage o f T r e e t o n i n the West R i d i n g o f Y o r k s h i r e (now S o u t h 
Yorksh i r e ) , a few mi les east o f the b i g indus t r i a l city o f Shef f ie ld , he was 
n a m e d A lbe r t after P r ince A lber t , Q u e e n V ic tor ia ' s late h u s b a n d . She cele­
bra ted the 50 th anniversary o f h e r r e i gn i n J u n e 1887. Later , A l b e r t was 
n i c k n a m e d G i n g e r because o f his r e d ha i r . 

L i k e tens o f thousands o f o ther y o u n g men , G o o d w i n fo l lowed his father 
in to the mines as soon as he left schoo l at twelve. M i n e r s ' str ikes a n d evic­
tions f r om company houses, i n c l u d i n g his own, e tched class-consciousness 
into his soul . M i n i n g compan ies often evicted tenants f r o m c o m ­
pany-owned houses to press a p o i n t i n a str ike a n d create a c c o m m o d a t i o n 
for str ikebreakers. T h o s e who were evicted often made d o i n tents s u p p l i e d 
by the u n i o n . 

M i n e r s were frequently c rowded together into cheap barracks- l ike hous­
i n g that m a x i m i z e d l a n d use a n d m i n i m i z e d the cost to the coal compan ies . 
T h e state o f sani tat ion i n c ompany houses was atroc ious: P r im i t i v e sewage 
systems that i n some cases were n o t h i n g more than holes i n the g r o u n d 
were responsib le for ep idemics o f t ypho id fever. M i n i n g subsidence d a m ­
aged houses that often needed b ra c ing by i r o n rods after d e v e l op ing severe 
cracks. 

Goodw in ' s father, Wal ter , was a hewer, one o f the sk i l l ed m e n who 
w o r k e d at the coalface to w i n coal f r o m the ear th by m a n u a l l abour i n the 
days before mach ine m i n i n g . Hewers wo rked i n stalls about e ight yards 

' j . E . MacFarlane, The Bag Muck Strike Denaby Main 1902-1903 (Doncaster 1987). 
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l ong . " T h e stalls system o f get t ing coa l d e m a n d e d m e n o f superb courage 
a n d resource , " writes T r e e t o n h i s to r i an T o m Ross ing ton , w h o l i ved i n the 
v i l lage his ent i re l i fe . 2 E a c h stal l h a d a s m a l l team, usual ly two hewers a n d a 
filler. Stal ls were general ly w o r k e d two shifts a day. T h e m e n were r e q u i r e d 
to p rov ide the i r own tools. O n e o f the m ine rs , l y i ng o n his side, hacked away 
at the base o f a seam w i th his p ick . " H e m i g h t take away about a foot o f coa l 
a n d gradua l l y work his way u n d e r n e a t h to a distance o f five o r six feet, a n d 
as he d i d so he w o u l d fix short wooden sprags to bear the we ight o f the coa l 
above h i m . In this uncomfor tab le pos i t i on his body was of ten bru i sed , a n d 
a n o l d m i n e r w o u l d bear o n his body for the rest o f his l i fe da rk b lue marks 
u n d e r his s k i n , " writes Ross ing ton . T h e nex t step was to k n o c k out the 
sprags a n d hope the coa l w o u l d fal l a n d break u p . I f this d i d n ' t h a p p e n , the 
hewer w o r k e d ha rde r a n d l onger " a n d this was a serious matter , for wages 
d e p e n d e d o n the amount o f coa l p r o d u c e d f r om the stal l . So it often h a p ­
p e n e d that, because o f geo log ica l cond i t i ons the wages due to one stal l 
m i g h t di f fer considerably f r o m another , a l though a greater amoun t o f h a r d 
wo rk h a d been e xpended . " 

A v a r i a n t o f this f o rm o f m i n i n g was, after unde r cu t t i ng the seam, b o r i n g 
holes in to the face u p to five feet i n dep th , inser t ing explosives, a n d e x p l o d ­
i n g t h e m , b r e a k i n g down the coal in to manageab le sizes. C o a l was m i n e d at 
T r e e t o n a n d many o ther places by the stal l system u n t i l the 1920s w h e n coa l 
cu t t ing mach ines were in t roduced i n the l o n g wa l l me thod . 

T h e j o b o f pony dr iver , w h i c h G i n g e r G o o d w i n took u p as a teen-ager, 
was to keep a supply o f coa l tubs r u n n i n g to a n d f r om the coalface. " T h e 
pony dr iver ' s ro le was impor tant . I f they thought the c i rcumstances war­
ran t ed it they h a d power to stop the p i t a n d so it h a p p e n e d o n a n u m b e r o f 
occas ions, " writes Ross ing ton . A t the e n d o f the shift, the pony dr ivers a n d 
o ther m ineworkers left and saw dayl ight . N o t so the ponies . " O n l y o n very 
rare occasions was a pony b rought to the surface, possibly for rest a n d treat­
men t i n the pony 'hosp i ta l , ' or, b e ing o l d a n d w o r n out to be humane l y 
s l aughte red , " writes Ross ing ton . B u t there were times, such as strikes, w h e n 
the pon i es — a n d there were more than 150 o f t h e m at one t ime at T r e e t o n 
— were b r ough t to the surface to r u n a n d graze i n the fields. 

Wa l t e r G o o d w i n moved his family every few years, t ak ing u p better work ­
i n g places at the new mines that were qu ick ly o p e n i n g u p to fuel the e x p a n ­
s ion o f B r i t i s h industry a n d to heat homes . Wa l t e r ha i l ed f r o m K i l l a m a r s h , 
where Derbysh i r e b lends in to Y o r k s h i r e , a n d his wife, M a r y A n n , came 
f r o m W o r k i n g t o n i n C u m b e r l a n d county. A lbe r t was the i r t h i r d c h i l d . H e 
was p r e c eded by b ro ther George , w i th w h o m he was closest a n d who later 
t u r n e d d o w n his requests to j o i n h i m i n C a n a d a , a n d sister A l i c e . Geo r g e 

2 T o m Rossington, The Story of Treeton Colliery: One Hundred Years of Coal Mining 
1875-1975 (Rotherham 1976). 
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Underground work scenes from an English coal mine contemporaneous with 
Goodwin (father and son) show typical conditions in pillar and stall mining before 
mechanization. Ixeds Postcards. 

a n d A lber t wo rked together i n the Cadeby Co l l i e ry oppos i te the new m i n ­
i n g v i l lage o f Denaby M a i n . George h imse l f had twelve c h i l d r e n i n c l u d i n g 
five boys, who fol lowed h i m in to in the mines. A lber t never m a r r i e d . Geo rge 
n a m e d his youngest boy A lbe r t after his favourite brother . E d i t h , Wa l te r (ju­
nior ) , Dan i e l and E l i zabe th r o u n d e d out the o f fspr ing o f Wa l t e r and M a r y 
A n n G o o d w i n . 3 

G o o d w i n was b o r n at home in We l l Lane in the Bo le H i l l n e i g h b o u r h o o d 
o f T ree ton jus t before the street becomes Bo le H i l l L a n e . 1 T h e site has since 
been c leared a n d is vacant. G o o d w i n was bapt i zed into the C h u r c h o f E n g ­
l and o n 29 May 1887 at the par i sh chur ch o f St. H e l e n in T r e e t o n . a 

' information regarding the Goodwin family's travels was obtained through: au­
thor's correspondence with the Goodwin family; George Goodwin's birth certifi­
cate; Albert Goodwin's birth certificate; Castleford Library; British Census 1891 and 
1901 (www.census.pro.gov.uk). 
'Albert Goodwin's birth certificate; author's correspondence with Tom Rossington, 
1992. 

J Treeton parish register, author's correspondence with Sheffield Libraries and In­
formation Services, 12 Apr i l 1990. 

http://www.census.pro.gov.uk
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Boy leads pit pony and coal car in an English mine contemporaneous with Ginger 
Goodwin, who was a pony driver before coming to Canada in 1906. More than 
70,000 horses and ponies were at work in British coal mines by 1913. Leeds Postcards. 

O v e r the years, many o f the o r i g ina l T r e e t o n m i n i n g houses were c on ­
d e m n e d a n d p u l l e d down after be ing weakened by subsidence f rom u n d e r ­
g r o u n d m i n i n g . O thers r e m a i n e d but were often braced w i th steel supports . 
R o t h e r V a l e Co l l i e r i es leased 1,300 acres f r om the D u k e o f Nor fo lk , one o f 
the great landowners o f B r i t a i n . As the E a r l M a r s h a l o f E n g l a n d , he was the 
p r e m i e r peer o f the r ea lm. H e l ived i n sp l endour i n A r u n d e l Castle i n Sus­
sex, a rebu i l t N o r m a n fortress above the R i v e r A r u n , hundreds o f mi les 
f r o m T r e e t o n . 

T r e e t o n today is an attractive vi l lage p e r ched o n a h i l l o ve r l ook ing the 
R o t h e r Va l l e y i n one d i r ec t i on and country f ields i n the other. M i n i n g activ­
ity began i n 1875 w i th the s i nk ing o f two shafts to a d ep th o f 333 yards to the 
famous Barns ley B e d , a coal seam eight to ten feet thick. A sleepy country 
v i l lage w i th 383 residents i n 1871, Tree ton 's popu l a t i on soared more than 
s ix - fo ld to 2,450 i n 1901. T r e e t o n c l a imed to be the first v i l lage i n E n g l a n d 
to have e lectr ic streetl ights, i n 1897. Ro the r Va l e Co l l i e r i es L i m i t e d bu i l t 
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Treeton Colliery, where Ginger Goodwin's father, Walter, worked in the 1880s, is in 
South Yorkshire near Sheffield. The mine closed in 1990 and the property was 
turned into housing. Ginger Goodwin was born in Treeton in 1887. A typical street 
scene in the village is shown from just over 100 years later. Helen Ayers. 
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234 uni ts o f row h o u s i n g for miners i n T r ee ton . O t h e r m ine rs came to work 
f r o m nearby v i l l ages . 6 

W h i l e the G o o d w i n s moved frequently, they r e m a i n e d w i t h i n the coa l ­
f ields o f n o r t h Derbysh i r e a n d south Yorksh i r e , 60 k i lometres at the most 
between the n o r t h a n d south points . T h e family started out short ly before 
1880 i n C l owne , i n n o r t h Derbyshire . T h e coa l m i n e i n C lowne , 
B a r l b o r o u g h N o . 1 Co l l i e r y , h a d opened i n 1873 a n d , at its he ight , em­
p l oyed 560 m e n u n d e r g r o u n d extract ing 200,000 tons o f coal a year. T h e 
fami ly m o v e d to M e x b o r o u g h i n Yo rksh i r e a n d then to T r e e t o n short ly be­
fore A lber t ' s b i r t h i n 1887. W i t h i n three years, the fami ly moved n o r t h to 
New Frys ton , near Cast le ford , where Whe lda le Co l l i e r i e s had o p e n e d a new 
m inec l o s e to the R i v e r A i r e that wou ld r ema in o p e n u n t i l 1985. N o t h i n g re­
ma ins o f it today. T h e Goodwins l i ved on Cast le Street. L i k e many work­
ing-class fami l ies , they supp lemented the i r i ncome by t ak ing i n lodgers. 
Wa l t e r was invo l ved i n a 16-week strike o f 300,000 m ine r s i n 1893 i n Y o r k ­
shire, Lancash i r e a n d the M i d l a n d s against a threatened r educ t i on o f 
near ly 20 pe r cent i n wages. T h e school l ogbook at T r e e t on , where they h a d 
l i ved , r e co rded that many c h i l d r e n h a d no boots to wear. Despi te the labour 
unrest p r o v o k e d by the col l iery managements, Y o r k s h i r e coal p r o d u c t i o n 
rose by m o r e than half, f r o m 20,100,000 tons i n 1887 to 32,500,000 tons i n 
1906. E m p l o y m e n t increased i n the same p e r i o d f r om 66,900 m ine rs to 
115 ,500 . 7 

J u s t before the t u r n o f the century, the Goodw ins moved to the rap id l y 
e x p a n d i n g m i n i n g v i l lage o f Denaby M a i n o n the R i v e r D o n just below the 
h is tor ic town o f C o n i s b r o u g h , between R o t h e r h a m a n d Doncaster . H e r e 
the family 's last c h i l d , E l i zabe th , was bo rn i n 1897. C o n i s b r o u g h is famous 
for its castle that was bui l t about 1100. Its ru ins domina t e the countrys ide . 
Denaby (now ca l l ed O l d Denaby) was a quiet country v i l lage w i th a p o p u l a ­
t i on o f 203 i n 1861 a n d a history go ing back 1,000 years a l though the pres­
ence o f coa l was l o n g k n o w n a n d some m i n i n g h a d occur r ed since med ieva l 
t imes. Denaby M a i n sp rang into life as an indus t r ia l v i l lage next doo r to O l d 
Denaby, i n the m ids t o f the beaut i ful Yo rksh i r e countrys ide . T h e Denaby 
M a i n Co l l i e r y C o m p a n y L i m i t e d sank two shafts i n 1863 a n d the famous 
Barns ley seam, we l l over n ine feet thick, was reached i n 1867 at a d ep th o f 
422 yards. It was t h e n the deepest m ine i n Y o r k s h i r e a n d the farthest east i n 
the coal f ie ld . J u s t across the R i ve r D o n , a second m i n e was started sl ightly 
farther east at Cadeby . By 1893, the Barnsley coa l seam was reached at 757 

6Rossington, The Story of Treeton Colliery. 
7 B.R . Mitchell , British Historical Statistics (Cambridge 1988); Treeton Parish Magazine, 
May 1988; "A Miner's Son: The Derbyshire Coal Mines" (www.a-miners-son.com). 

http://www.a-miners-son.com
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yards a n d p r o d u c t i o n began at Cadeby , where G i n g e r G o o d w i n was to 
work . 

By the t ime the G o o d w i n family a r r i ved , 3,500 m e n were emp l o y ed i n 
the two mines , 2,600 o f them u n d e r g r o u n d . T h i s reached 4,672 workers i n 
1903 — 2,069 i n Denaby M a i n a n d 2,603 at Cadeby . T h e company bu i l t 
m o r e t h a n 1,000 uni ts o f terrace h o u s i n g packed in to a density o f 49 to the 
acre, l a i d out i n barracks-style rows. Severa l h u n d r e d uni ts o f hous ing were 
a d d e d i n the 1890s for workers at the new Cadeby m i n e . Eventual ly , the 
c o m p a n y bu i l t 1,700 uni ts o f hous ing . 

Denaby M a i n h i s to r i an J o h n Gwa tk in , who l i ved there before the hous­
i n g was d e m o l i s h e d i n the 1960s a n d 1970s, saw them as "rows o f endless 
terrace houses, w i th no o p e n spaces" that were no t bui l t " to af ford m u c h 
p leasure o r comfor t to the miners a n d the i r fami l ies who inhab i t ed t h e m . " 
T h e "c lose ly packed rows" o f terraced h o u s i n g " r ad i a t ed outwards f r om the 
co l l i e ry l i ke pa ra l l e l l ines a n d every now a n d then an o d d row w o u l d 
criss-cross the others f o r m i n g a maze- l ike structure o f houses, roads, nar ­
row passages a n d en t r i es . " 8 T h e sameness o f the streets gave rise to the ex­
press i on "Packy ' s Puzz l e , " because p a c k m e n , or ped lars , became confused. 

H o m e s i n Denaby M a i n often housed several m iners w i th w o r k i n g sons 
a n d lodgers . C o m p a n y houses were smal l , typical ly w i th two rooms o n the 
m a i n f l oor a n d two rooms upstairs , a l though some were three up- three 
down . N o n e o f the houses h a d bathrooms, i n d o o r toilets o r r u n n i n g water 
w h e n they were bui l t . Water in i t ia l ly was ob ta ined f r om just two taps for the 
who le v i l lage before the company bui l t a reservo ir i n 1898 after housewives 
c o m p l a i n e d . To i l e t s a n d areas for househo ld waste, separate f r om the 
homes , were e m p t i e d once a week, later m o r e frequently. Disease was rife, 
par t i cu la r l y w i th outbreaks o f t ypho id , a h i gh l y contag ious disease p r o d u c ­
i n g fever that is usual ly associated w i th unsan i tary cond i t i ons . 9 

G w a t k i n describes the p r i v y -m idden system o f d i spos ing o f sewage a n d 
h o u s e h o l d wastes this way: " I n between the backs o f the rows o f houses i n 
Denaby M a i n was another b u i l d i n g w h i c h housed the pr i vy -middens . T h e 
pr i vy par t o f the b u i l d i n g was jus t a hole i n the g r o u n d w i th a p l a n k o f w o o d 
across it. T h e sewage was shove l led out at n i gh t in to a horse a n d cart. A t the 
same t ime, the m i d d e n s that were adjacent to the pr ivy a n d conta ined the 
ash f r o m the coal fires and other househo ld waste, was also e m p t i e d . " 1 0 

Later , the p r i v y -m iddens were upg raded w i th water closets that f lushed, at 
specif ic intervals , a who le b lock o f toilets. T h e in fant morta l i ty rate, a classic 

8 J o h n Gwatkin, A Photographic Record of the Old Village ofDenaby Main (Conisbrough 
1990). 
^Denaby and Cadeby Miners Memorial Chapel, Denaby Ma in local history brochure 
(Denaby Ma in : Parish Church of A l l Saints, 1989). 

Author's correspondence with J o h n Gwatkin, 3 March 1993. 
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The Goodwin family with seven children lived at 64 Firbeck Street in Denaby Main 
(row houses) when they were evicted along with almost 800 other families in January 
1903 during the Bag Muck Strike. By 1905, they were back in Denaby Main, living at 
39 Rossington Street (shown in later photo). Both homes had only two rooms up, 
two rooms down, and outside toilets. The houses on these two streets were built in 
the late 1880s/early 1890s and demolished in the early 1970s. A Photographic Record 
of the 'Old' Village of Denaby Main. 
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measurement o f the state o f pub l i c hea l th , was more than twice that o f m i d ­
d le class areas o f the city o f Y o r k . 1 1 A quarter o r more o f a l l babies b o r n i n 
Denaby M a i n d i e d before they were one year o l d , a c o m m o n dea th rate for 
p o o r a n d w o r k i n g class distr icts. T h e infant morta l i ty rate at the t u r n o f the 
century r eached 276 deaths for every 1,000 b ir ths i n Denaby M a i n . B u t 
th roughout E n g l a n d a n d Wales, the infant morta l i ty rate i n 1900 was 154 
deaths pe r 1,000 b i r t h s . 1 2 By the e n d o f the 20 th century, in fant mor ta l i t y 
rates i n western indus t r i a l i z ed countr ies h a d d r o p p e d to fewer t h a n 10 
deaths for every 1,000 b ir ths because o f more p lent i fu l a n d va r i ed food, 
steps to prevent infectious diseases, pub l i c hea l th measures to m a k e the en ­
v i r o n m e n t less hazardous to hea l th , and new drugs . T h e worst rate i n the 
w o r l d i n 2002 was A n g o l a w i th 191.66 deaths pe r 1,000 l ive b i r ths . E v e n this 
was we l l below cond i t i ons w h e n G i n g e r was a c h i l d . 1 3 

A n outbreak o f t ypho id i n Denaby M a i n i n 1904 resul ted i n 95 cases a n d 
e leven deaths. T h e p r i v y - m i d d e n outside toilets were labe l l ed "obsolete 
abomina t i ons " by D r . C . J . Russe l l M c L e a n , M e d i c a l Of f icer o f H e a l t h for 
Doncaster R u r a l Distr ict , w h i c h h a d approved th em at the t ime o f construc­
t i on . T h e toilets frequently overf lowed. T h e toilets themselves, together 
w i t h the s loppy r emova l o f excrement , a n d the closeness o f the toilets to the 
houses, "are the l ikel iest e xp l ana t i on o f the existence o f t y p h o i d fever," re­
po r t ed D r . M c L e a n . 1 4 T h e outbreak was sufficiently a l a r m i n g to cause the 
L o c a l Gove rnmen t B o a r d i n L o n d o n to l a u n c h a n inqu i ry . D r . R e g i n a l d 
Fa r r a r c onc luded that there was s t rong evidence to connect not on ly the ty­
p h o i d outbreak to the p r i v y - m i d d e n system but also the excessive a n n u a l 
prevalence o f ep idemic d i a r rhoea . Because o f b a d const ruct ion the toilets 
were often fu l l to the level o f the seat, a n d unusable because o f faecal accu­
m u l a t i o n . D r . Fa r r a r wrote that Doncaster R u r a l Distr ic t C o u n c i l " s h o u l d 
seriously enter ta in the quest ion o f subst i tut ing for the present m i d ­
den-system a water-carr iage system o f r emova l o f excre ta . " 1 

T h e su lphur - l aden coa l smoke f r o m industry a n d homes of ten c l o u d e d 
the c ommun i t y but housewives took p r i de i n k eep ing the i r homes as c l ean 
as they cou ld . Steps a n d windowsi l ls were scoured to p roduce a wh i te effect. 

H G . E . Mingay, The Transformation of Britain 1830-1939 (London 1987). 
1 2 Reports of the Medical Officer of Health for Doncaster Rural District, 1901-1909, 
Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Counci l , Cultural Services Division, Archives De­
partment; Mitchell, British Historical Statistics. 
1 3 The World Factbook, 2002. 
1 4 Annua l Report for 1904 by Dr. C.J . Russell McLean, Medical Officer of Health for 
Doncaster Rural District, Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Counci l , Cultural Ser­
vices Division, Archives Department. 
l 3 Repor t of Dr. Reginald Farrar to the Local Government Board, No. 216 of 1905, 
West Yorkshire Archive Service, Wakefield. , 
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M e n , f i l thy f r o m work i n the m i n e a n d wi thout any wash ing facil it ies at the 
p i t h e a d (a s i tuat ion c o m m o n i n B r i t a i n u n t i l the pr ivate ly -owned mines 
were na t i ona l i z ed by the L a b o u r government i n 1947), c r ouched over t in 
tubs o f hot water i n the i r l i v i n g rooms whi le the i r wives scrubbed th em . W i t h 
sons f o l l ow ing fathers into the m ine , this h a p p e n e d several t imes a day, w i th 
the water heated by a coa l f ire. M o n d a y was wash ing day a n d housewives 
typical ly w o r k e d f r o m m o r n i n g to n ight l a u n d e r i n g clothes. Resp i ratory 
p rob l ems were c o m m o n i n the c h o k i n g atmosphere , especial ly w h e n coal 
smoke m i x e d w i th fog to p r oduce what i n later years w o u l d be ca l l ed smog . 

T h e m i n i n g company was paternal ist ic , p r o v i d i n g many social , educa­
t i ona l , a n d recrea t iona l amenit ies , i n c l u d i n g bu i ld ings a n d p l a y i n g f ields. 
N o t for n o t h i n g was W i l l i a m H e n r y Chambers , manage r o f Denaby a n d 
Cadeby M a i n Co l l i e r i es L i m i t e d , n i c k n a m e d " the K i n g o f Denaby . " B u t i n ­
side the velvet glove o f ou tward care a n d conce rn was a n i r o n fist. 

" O n the one h a n d the D M C C was seen to be generous i n the i r p r o v i s i on o f 
numerous facil it ies for the i r p i t v i l lage; yet o n the o ther h a n d they were a 
commerc i a l l y ruthless c o m p a n y who h a d a h a r d , even cal lous, att i tude to 
the i r m e n w h e n w o r k i n g at the p i t , " writes h i s to r ian A . J . B o o t h . 1 6 

T h e first str ike at the Denaby M a i n m i n e was i n 1869 a n d others fo l lowed 
i n 1875, 1877, a n d 1884-85. T h e strikes b rough t h a r d s h i p for the m iners 
but also camarader i e a m o n g the m e n who shared the danger o f wo rk each 
t ime they descended into the m ine , a n d w i th w o m e n who suppor t ed the i r 
husbands , especial ly o n p icke t l i n e s . 1 7 

G i n g e r started wo rk e i ther i n 1898 when he tu rned 11 years o l d — schoo l 
l eav ing age — o r the f o l l ow ing year w h e n the age was ra ised to 12 by the E l e ­
mentary E d u c a t i o n (School At tendance ) Act . I n 1901 it was c o m m o n for 
12-year-old boys to start wo rk u n d e r g r o u n d h a u l i n g coa l . H e w o r k e d at the 
Cadeby m i n e across the R i v e r D o n f r om the Denaby M a i n m i n e where his 
father wo rked , a c co rd ing to fami ly members . By 1901, he was w o r k i n g as a 
p i t c o rpo ra l u n d e r g r o u n d — showing his l eadersh ip qual i t ies at a very early 
age as the one i n charge o f the haulage boys whose j o b it was to move fu l l 
coa l tubs f r o m the face a n d b r i n g empty tubs for filling. La t e r i n his teens, 
G i n g e r became a p o n y dr i ver . Ponies p u l l e d l oaded coa l tubs f r o m the 
coalface to a po in t ins ide the m i n e where the tubs were at tached to hau lage 
ropes that took th em to the bo t t om o f the shaft. T h e tubs were l oaded , e ight 
at a t ime, into the cage, two tubs o n each side o f f our decks, a n d ho is ted to 
the sur face . 1 8 

1 6 A . J . Booth, A Railway History of Denaby and Cadeby Collieries (Bridlington 1990). 
^Denaby and Cadeby Miners Memorial Chapel, brochure. 
1 8 Author 's correspondence with the National Coal M in ing Museum for England, 
Overton, West Yorkshire, 23 September 2002; British census 1901 (www.cen-
sus.pro.gov.uk); author's correspondence with Goodwin family. 

http://www.cen-
http://sus.pro.gov.uk
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G o o d w i n exper i enced his first strike as a worker i n 1902-03. It was ca l l ed 
i n a comp l i ca t ed d ispute over payment for r emova l o f d i r t , ca l l ed bag muck, 
between two layers o f coa l a n d it is st i l l known as the B a g M u c k Str ike . 
G o o d w i n a n d several thousand others personal ly witnessed the heartless 
cruelty exh ib i t ed by many m i n i n g companies o n bo th sides o f the At lant i c . 
W h i l e un ions a n d col lect ive ba r ga in ing were lawful, this was effectively u n ­
d e r m i n e d by the legal (and not infrequent) use o f s tr ikebreakers and the 
ev ict ion o f m iners a n d the i r famil ies f r om company hous ing w h e n they were 
unab le to pay rent d u r i n g strikes. In the 1902-03 Denaby M a i n strike, the 
evict ions were used as a weapon by the company to advance its ba r ga in ing 
pos i t i on . 

T h e company pe rsuaded the Lower Straf forth a n d T i c k h i l l Petty Ses­
sions o f Doncaster C o u r t o n 13 December 1902 to issue ev ic t ion orders 
against a lmost 800 famil ies, i n c l u d i n g the Goodwins , for non-payment o f 
r e n t . 1 9 T h e company t r i ed to pressure the strikers into r e t u r n i n g to wo rk 
u n d e r the cond i t i ons that preva i l ed before the str ike began the prev ious 
summer . W h e n this fa i led, the company used its power as l a n d l o r d to dr ive 
the strikers f r om the i r homes. T h e company issued a not ice o n 1 J a n u a r y 

1 9 Cour t register, Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council , Cultural Services Divi­
sion, Archives Department. 

Ginger Goodwin started working at Cadeby Main Colliery across the River Don 
from Denaby Main. The mine closed in 1986. The buildings were levelled and the 
site now is The Earth Centre, a major 'green' theme park. A Photographic Record of the 
'Old' Village of Denaby Main. 
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1903, say ing po l i ce w o u l d have the ev ict ion orders i n the i r hands for execu­
t i on o n 3 J a n u a r y . 

T h e not ice r e a d : " A l l those against w h o m orders have been made w i l l 
t h en be c o m p e l l e d to give u p possession o f the i r house. U N L E S S T H E Y H A V E 
P R E V I O U S L Y S I G N E D T H E A G R E E M E N T T O G O T O W O R K O N T H E T E R M S W H E N 

T H E P I T S A R E D E C L A R E D O P E N T O T H E M . " 

T h e ev ict ions o f m o r e than 2,000 men , women , a n d c h i l d r e n between 6 
a n d 9 J a n u a r y 1903, at t imes d u r i n g snow a n d ra instorms, caused cons ider­
able distress. S t i c k i n g to the advice o f F r e d Cro f t , l eader o f the u n i o n strike 
commit tee , the fami l ies r ema ined ca lm. T h e i r possessions were d u m p e d 
in to the streets a n d they were left to f i nd shelter f r o m fr iends o r famil ies, 
f r o m churches that s tood w i th them to the end , a n d i n tents supp l i ed by the 
Y o r k s h i r e M i n e r s ' Assoc ia t ion . 

T h e ev ict ions rece ived nat iona l publ ic i ty . T h e press no t ed the ca lm o f 
the m ine r s a n d the i r famil ies a n d pra ised u n i o n leaders. T h e first famil ies 
to be th r own out o f the i r homes l i ved o n F i rbeck Street a n d C l i f f V iew. A t 
the t ime the G o o d w i n s — father, mo the r a n d seven c h i l d r e n — were l i v ing 
at 64 F i rbeck Street, j a m m e d into two rooms u p , two down, i n a row o f 
houses bu i l t i n 1892. It was no ted that the m ine rs ' furn i ture was o f g ood 
qual i ty but, c lear ly , m u c h h a d been so ld to p rov ide income d u r i n g the 
s t r i k e . 2 0 M o r e t h a n one po l i c eman was in tears o n hav ing to evict the fami ­
lies. A m o n g m a n y po i gnan t scenes was the r emova l o f 96-year-o ld Br idge t 
F o r d f r o m h e r g r a n d s o n R i c h a r d Kn i gh t ' s home at 22 A n n e r l e y Street. T w o 
p o l i c emen , the i r eyes fu l l o f tears, ca r r i ed he r out i n a cha i r . T h e m e m o r y o f 
the evict ions was e tched deeply a m o n g those who expe r i enced them a n d 
has been passed o n to subsequent generat ions. It c o u l d not have fa i led to 
d i s turb A l b e r t G o o d w i n , who was then on ly 15. T h e str ike l i nge r ed o n be­
fore b e i n g ca l l ed of f i n its 40 th week. H u n d r e d s o f m ine rs never r e tu rned to 
work. A m o n g those v i c t im i zed was George H e n r y H i r s t , who went o n to be­
come a L a b o u r M e m b e r o f Par l i ament f r om 1918 to 1931, w i n n i n g 
ever - increas ing major i t ies. Denaby a n d Cadeby M a i n Co l l i e r i es L i m i t e d 
sued the u n i o n for damages a n d court costs o f 180,000 pounds s ter l ing 
(more than one m i l l i o n pounds i n current value, o r m o r e than $2 mi l l i on ) 
to cover its losses. L o n g after the strike ended , the C o u r t o f A p p e a l ru l ed i n 
1906 i n favour o f the u n i o n i n a dec is ion app roved by the H o u s e o f Lo rds . 
T h e r e was d a n c i n g a n d s ing ing i n the streets o f the m i n i n g districts a n d 
flags were f l o w n . 2 1 

2 0 Mexborough and Swinton Times, 9 January 1903. 
2 1 T h e account of the Bag Muck Strike is drawn from Macfarlane, The Bag Muck 
Strike; Booth, A Railway History of Denaby and Cadeby Collieries; James McMi l lan , The 
Way We Were: 1900-1914 (London 1978); Mexborough and Swinton Times. 
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Cruel evictions during the Bag Muck Strike in Denaby Main of almost 800 families 
— more than 2,000 men, women, and children, including the Goodwins — were 
carried out between 6 and 9 January 1903, at times during snow and rainstorms. 
The eviction scene is captured in the sketch from the Mexboro and Swinton Times. 
Police remove furniture from the upstairs of a home. Doncaster Library and Informa­
tion Service. 
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W h a t h a p p e n e d to the Goodw ins immed ia te l y after the evict ions is not 
c lear but the fami ly was back i n Denaby M a i n i n 1905, m o v i n g first in to 39 
Ross ing t on Street a n d then to 36 E d l i n g t o n Street the fo l l ow ing year. G i n ­
ger G o o d w i n was w o r k i n g at the Cadeby co l l iery as a pony dr i ver . H e 
b o a r d e d w i t h the M a r t i n fami ly where he was r e m e m b e r e d for frequently 
d iscuss ing w o r k issues a n d cond i t i ons . 

W i t h coa l m i n i n g b o o m i n g i n the New W o r l d , recruiters often came to 
B r i t i s h coal f ie lds seek ing miners who left i n g roups for new oppor tun i t i es . 
T h e U n i t e d States a n d C a n a d a were par t i cu lar ly attractive for hundreds o f 
thousands o f B r i t ons . Between 1871 and 1911, B r i t a i n exper i enced a net 
loss o f 1,950,000 persons by m i g r a t i o n . 2 2 B o t h the D o m i n i o n C o a l C o m ­
pany a n d the D o m i n i o n I r on and Steel C o m p a n y i n N o v a Scot ia rec ru i t ed 
i n E u r o p e . 2 3 Press accounts i n the Denaby M a i n area pa in t ed a g low ing p ic ­
ture o f wo rk a n d cond i t i ons i n the C a p e B r e t o n coal f ie ld . T h i s undoubted l y 
encouraged the m i g r a t i o n o f miners . A f o rmer Denaby M a i n m i n e r n a m e d 
Kenshaw was c o m m i s s i o n e d by D o m i n i o n C o a l to recrui t new labour . H e 
h a d gone to G lace Bay ear l i e r i n 1906 to j o i n D o m i n i o n C o a l after w o r k i n g 
for 17 years i n Denaby M a i n . O n 27 J u l y 1906, no fewer than 200 miners left 
M e x b o r o u g h rai lway stat ion near Denaby M a i n to work for D o m i n i o n C o a l . 
T h e c ompany p a i d the fares that were deduc ted over 52 weeks after start ing 
work . I f the m i n e r stayed for 12 months , then it was r e tu rned as a bonus. It 
was r e p o r t e d that there was " a craze for e m i g r a t i o n " f r om Denaby M a i n "to 
depar t f r o m the o l d mo the r country, i n search o f for tune i n the l a n d o f the 
W e s t . " 2 4 I n the s u m m e r o f 1906 G o o d w i n was 19 a n d ready to emigrate to 
C a n a d a . 

Wi l l iam Ashworth, An Economic History of England 1870-1939 (London 1960). 
2 3 M i n e r s Museum of Glace Bay, N.S., "The History of M in ing in Cape Breton: Im­
migration". 
2 4 Mexborough and Swinton Times, 14, 28 July 1906; The Colliery Guardian, 6 Apr i l 
1906. Both quotations are from the 14 July 1906 issue of the Mexborough and 
Swinton Times. 



C H A P T E R TWO 

T H E NEW WORLD 

"The Dominion Coal Company is determined 
that it shall not recognize 

the United Mine Workers of America." 

G.H. Duggan 
Second Vice-President and General Manager 

Glace Bay, N.S., 5 July 19091 

G I N G E R G O O D W I N S A I L E D into the New W o r l d aboa rd the C i t y L ine ' s C i t y o f 
Bombay , 4 , 1 6 5 gross tons, a r r i v i ng in Ha l i f a x o n 1 September 1 9 0 6 after a 
10 -day voyage f r om L i v e r p o o l v i a Glasgow a n d St. J o h n ' s , N f l d . H e w a s pas­
senger N o . 8 0 4 4 2 a n d was descr ibed o n the ship 's mani fest as "ab le to r ead 
a n d wri te , single, m i n e r . " Forty-two o f the 1 7 4 passengers were miners , 3 0 
o f them f r om Yo rksh i r e . G o o d w i n was b o u n d for w indswept New Abe rdeen , 
a suburb o f G lace Bay i n the centre o f the b o o m i n g C a p e B r e t o n coal f ie ld , 
b o r d e r i n g the A t lant i c O c e a n . 2 

T w o weeks before the C i t y o f Bombay a r r i ved i n Ha l i f a x , T h o m a s 
B o o t h m a n , 4 9 , and his sons T h o m a s J r . , 3 0 , George , 2 5 , a n d A r t h u r , 2 3 , ar­
r i v ed o n the C i ty o f V i e n n a . 3 T h e Boo thmans were miners f r o m T h o m e , 
near Doncaster i n Y o r k s h i r e , a n d they too were headed for G lace Bay. T h e 
paths o f G i n g e r G o o d w i n a n d the B o o t h m a n s were to cross a n d re-cross i n 
C a n a d a . 

T h e events o f the next n ine years, set against his exper iences i n the Y o r k ­
shire coalf ields, t rans formed G o o d w i n f r om a m i n e r in to a u n i o n a n d So­
cialist activist w i th the goals o f i m p r o v i n g workp lace cond i t i ons a n d 
b r i n g i n g i n a new society i n w h i c h economic activity w o u l d be based no t o n 
prof i t but o n the c o m m o n good . 

'Sydney Daily Post, 5 July 1909. 
2 Nat ional Archives of Canada (NAC), ships manifests Halifax, reel T-501 (24 Apr i l 
1906 to 14 March 1907). 
N A C ships manifests. 
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T h e c o a l - m i n i n g b o o m i n N o v a Scot ia boosted the u r b a n p o p u l a t i o n o f 
C a p e B r e t o n tenfo ld i n ten years, to 26 ,279 i n 1901 f r o m 2,427 i n 1891. D o ­
m i n i o n C o a l C o m p a n y , o rgan i z ed in 1893 by Bos ton a n d M o n t r e a l bus i ­
nessmen w i th a n au tho r i z ed capi ta l o f $18 m i l l i o n , was the d o m i n a n t 
m i n i n g company . T h e heart o f the coal f ie ld was G lace Bay, n a m e d for the 
ice floes i n the h a r b o u r i n spr ing t ime . T h e biggest o f the C a p e B r e t o n coal 
towns, G lace Bay con ta ined a dozen communi t i e s s u r r o u n d i n g i n d i v i d u a l 
mines . T h e p o p u l a t i o n j u m p e d to 16,562 i n 1911 f r o m 6,945 i n 1 9 0 1 . 4 

H u n d r e d s o f what were ca l l ed "comfor tab le res idences" were bu i l t by 
D o m i n i o n C o a l for the miners . B u t the r a p i d t rans fo rmat ion o f ear l i e r 
sma l l m i n i n g vi l lages into the indus t r i a l town o f Glace Bay b rough t p rob ­
lems. " T h e roads were b a d ; water was scarce a n d i n s u m m e r barely d r i n k ­
able, a n d as to sewerage it was a t h i n g u n d r e a m t of. U n d e r such cond i t i ons 
sanitary matters were for a wh i l e a far cry f r o m satisfactory state," wrote 
C .W. V e r n o n i n 1903 . 5 

N o v a Sco t ian compan ies p r o d u c e d 6,000,000 tons o f coa l a year a n d e m ­
p l o y ed a lmost 13,000 workers . D o m i n i o n C o a l p r o d u c e d jus t over h a l f the 
p r o v i n c i a l tonnage a n d emp l o y ed 5,486 miners . T h e coa l industry not on ly 
fue l l ed h o m e a n d industry but also the N o v a Scot ia government . Royalt ies 
f r o m coa l a m o u n t e d to m o r e than one - th i rd o f gove rnment revenues o f 
$1 ,783 ,647 for the year e n d e d 30 September 1908 . 6 

G o o d w i n l i ved i n a c ompany " d o u b l e " house or d u p l e x at 471 Second 
Street i n New Abe rdeen , l i t t le more than a b lock away f r o m the newest and 
most i m p o r t a n t o f D o m i n i o n Coa l ' s mines , the huge D o m i n i o n N o . 2 m i n e 
w h i c h was also ca l l ed N e w A b e r d e e n C o l l i e r y . 7 It began p r o d u c i n g i n 1899 
f r o m the s ix- foot-thick H a r b o u r seam at a d e p t h o f 405 feet a n d f r om the fa­
mous P h a l e n seam i n 1901 at 850 feet. T h e m i n e emp l o y ed 1,900 m e n a n d 
was a lmost direct ly across f r o m Firs t Street at West Avenue . T h e house 
where G o o d w i n l i ved, now pr ivate ly owned, remains but m o d e r n s i d ing 
covers the o l d c l apboard . It was a m o n g 300 houses supp l i ed by D o m i n i o n 
C o a l a r o u n d D o m i n i o n N o . 2 that i n c l u d e d the o l d H u b a n d S t i r l i n g mines . 
T h e de tached houses, w i th f ront a n d back yards, were a dec ided improve ­
m e n t o n the c rowded row h o u s i n g that G o o d w i n knew i n Yo rksh i r e . Nearby 
l i ved two miners who were to become close f r iends w i th G o o d w i n — A r t h u r 
B o o t h m a n , who boa rded w i t h his parents at Tab l e H e a d , a n d T o m Ca rney 

4 Dav id Frank,/.5 . McLachlan, a biography (Toronto, 1999). 
5 C.W. Vernon, Cape Breton Canada at the Beginning of the Twentieth Century: A Treatise 
of Natural Resources and Development (Toronto, 1903). 
F.A. Acland, "Report of the Deputy Minister of Labour on Industrial Conditions in 

the Coal Fields of Nova Scotia," Sessional Paper No. 36a, Ottawa, 1909. 
i n f o r m a t i o n on Goodwin in Glace Bay was provided by Mi ldred Howard of Syd­
ney, NS. 
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Ginger Goodwin lived in this company 'double' house or duplex at 471 Second 
Street in the New Aberdeen suburb of Glace Bay, NS, after coming to Canada in 
1906. He worked at nearby Dominion No. 2 coal mine. Mildred Howard. 

at H u b . G i n g e r , A r t h u r , and T o m exce l led at soccer, ski l ls they acqu i red in 
the i r youth a n d wh ich were con t inued i n C a n a d a . 

In 1909, G o o d w i n and thousands o f o ther m ine r s were caught u p in a dif­
f icult str ike by the U n i t e d M i n e Workers o f A m e r i c a (UMWA) against D o m i n ­
i o n C o a l . It was, writes h is tor ian D e s m o n d M o r t o n , " one o f the longest and 
most bitter strikes i n C a n a d i a n history. In C a p e B r e t o n , it was a c iv i l war as 
m u c h as a s t r i ke . " 8 T h e p r i n c i pa l issue was the d e m a n d by the U M W A for u n ­
i on r ecogn i t i on and the persistent refusal o f this by D o m i n i o n C o a l w h i c h 
favoured the P rov inc ia l Workmen ' s Assoc iat ion o f N o v a Scot ia (PWA). T h e 
UMWA, f ounded in 1890 in the u s , was the biggest u n i o n i n N o r t h A m e r i c a at 
the t ime w i th a membersh ip i n the range o f 350,000 to 400 ,000 . It was this 
size a n d strength that was sought by U M W A mine r s i n N o v a Scot ia . Wages, 
hours o f work — the e ight -hour workday, c o m m o n elsewhere, was u n k n o w n 
a n d m e n worked ten hours or more — a n d d i sc r im ina to ry treatment o f 
U M W A miners were also issues. T h e PWA, l im i t ed to N o v a Scot ia , p r imar i l y i n 
coa l mines, eschewed strikes and was cons idered by its opponents to be a 
company u n i o n . 

8 Desmond Morton, Working People: An Illustrated History of the Canadian Labour 
Movement, 4th edition (Montreal-Kingston, 1998). 
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T h e str ike, however, was d o o m e d almost f r om the start because the m i n ­
ers were d i v i d e d between the two un ions . A r e f e r endum i n 1908 showed 
that a s l im major i ty o f those who voted pre f e r red the U M W A to the P W A — 
2,860 to 2,448. B u t only 5,308 of 11,000 miners voted. T h e P W A ca l l ed a spe­
c ia l mee t ing , refused to let U M W A members i n , and passed a reso lut ion set­
t i ng aside the r e f e r endum as unconst i tu t iona l a n d p r o h i b i t i n g ag i tat ion for 
any o r gan i za t i on o ther than the P W A . T h e press, m i r r o r i n g D o m i n i o n C o a l , 
charged that the U M W A was a f o re ign organ iza t ion . B u t F .A . A c l a n d , deputy 
federal l abour min is te r , was emphat i c i n his repor t that the movement by 
the m iners towards the U M W A appeared " to have been i ndependen t o f any 
ag i tat ion f r o m the U n i t e d States" a n d that the l eadersh ip was a lmost en­
t irely f r om N o v a Scot ians. A majority conc i l i a t i on b o a r d suppor t ed D o m i n ­
i o n C o a l i n re fus ing r e cogn i t i on o f the U M W A , essentially because it was a U S 
u n i o n . 

By 23 A p r i l 1909, the U M W A leaders had been d ismissed by D o m i n i o n 
C o a l a l ong w i th about 1,000 rank-and- f i l e members . These m e n were gen­
eral ly also ev icted f r o m company houses. T h e u n i o n set u p tents i n vacant 
f ields. T h e press r epo r t ed that at least one ev ic t ion occur red whi l e a w o m a n 
was g i v ing b i r t h . T h e U M W A was rap id ly fac ing a s i tuat ion where it must e i ­
ther cal l a str ike o r wa lk away f r om the d ispute. T h e str ike began o n 6 J u l y 
1909 w i th the c ompany dec l a r ing it i l l ega l because 30 days not ice h a d not 
been g iven. T h e company sa id : " M e n o n str ike w i l l be treated as no longer 
i n the emp loy o f the C o m p a n y as regards houses, house coal , doctor , o r any 
o ther pr iv i leges they now enjoy G . H . Duggan , second v ice-president 
a n d genera l manage r o f D o m i n i o n Coa l , was emphat i c : " T h e D o m i n i o n 
C o a l C o m p a n y is d e t e r m i n e d that it shal l not recognize the U n i t e d M i n e 
Worke r s o f A m e r i c a . " 9 

T h e leases between D o m i n i o n C o a l and miners for c ompany houses p ro ­
v i d ed that the tenancy e n d e d immedia te ly w h e n the tenant ceased to be an 
employee o f the company . D o m i n i o n C o a l gave two days notice, then went 
to court for ev i c t ion o r d e r s . 1 0 " T h e company is us ing the ev ic t ion po l i cy as a 
means o f i n d u c i n g m e n to r e tu rn to work, not w i thout cons iderable suc­
cess," said A c l a n d . T h e company recru i ted str ikebreakers f rom'nearby and 
abroad . So ld ie rs — 500 officers a n d m e n o f the Roya l A r t i l l e r y a n d the 
Roya l C a n a d i a n Reg imen t — were assigned to C a p e B r e t o n a n d set u p 
camp at the B l a c k D i a m o n d T r o t t i n g Park near where G o o d w i n l i ved . T h e 
R i o t Ac t was r ead at D o m i n i o n N o . 2 m i n e w h i c h supp l i ed electricity to sur­
r o u n d i n g mines . A n e lectr i f ied fence was erected a r o u n d it. H u g e crowds 
swarmed about the gates a n d shouted der i s i on at the str ikebreakers. 

9Sydney Daily Post, 5 July 1909. 
1 0 Glace Bay Gazette, 26 July 1909. 
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T h e in i t i a l impact o f the str ike waned a n d w i t h i n two months p r o d u c t i o n 
was back to m o r e than ha l f pre-str ike output . A c l a n d sa id : " T h e p r e va i l i n g 
m o o d o f the str ikers, so far as c ou ld be ga thered f r om casual conversat ion 
w i t h g roups o f them, was one o f g r i m de t e rmina t i on to persist i n the de­
m a n d for r e cogn i t i on . " T h e strike d r a g g e d o n th r ough the winter , w i t h 
fami l ies i n tents i n f reez ing weather, a n d lasted in to the s p r i n g before b e i n g 
of f ic ial ly ca l led off o n 27 A p r i l 1910. 

T h e str ike cost the U M W A as m u c h as $ 1,500,000 but n o pr i ce can be pu t 
o n the distress a n d bitterness it evoked. T h e company evicted 1,780 f ami ­
lies - m o r e than twice the n u m b e r evicted, for example , i n the B a g M u c k 
str ike at Denaby M a i n i n 1903. T h e U M W A p r o v i d e d tents a n d p a i d for doc­
tor a n d hosp i ta l b i l ls , as we l l as weekly str ike pay . 1 1 

T h e r e is n o r e co rd o f G o o d w i n b e i n g evicted i n New A b e r d e e n but it was 
l ike ly that he was or, l ike some, he s imp ly m o v e d ahead o f the ev ic t ion or­
der . T h e Boo thmans were evicted f r om the i r c ompany house i n Oc t obe r 
1 9 0 9 . 1 2 

It was at this t ime that G o o d w i n rece ived news f r o m h o m e that his par ­
ents h a d made what was to be the ir last move . L eav ing Denaby M a i n , Wa l t e r 
went to wo rk for D a l t o n M a i n Co l l i e r i es L i m i t e d (later ca l l ed S i l ve rwood 
Co l l i e ry ) , a new m ine opened i n 1903 i n T h r y b e r g h vi l lage. T h e y l i ved at 8 
A b e l l Street o n W h i n n e y H i l l i n a house l o n g since demo l i shed . 

D u r i n g 1909 a n d into 1910, jobless m ine rs left N o v a Scot ia a n d m a n y 
headed west, G o o d w i n a n d his fr iends A r t h u r B o o t h m a n a n d T o m Carney 
a m o n g them. W h e n they s tepped onto the soccer f i e ld i n A p r i l 1910 i n 
M i c h e l , B C , they set the Crowsnest Pass o n fire w i th the i r s p a r k l i n g play a n d 
goa l scor ing . They were also w o r k i n g aga in — albeit i n some o f the most 
dangerous coa l mines i n the wor ld , i n B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a . San i ta t i on was ap ­
pa l l i n g . " T h e sanitary condi t ions i n this c a m p are s imply d isgraceful a n d a 
menace to the c ommun i t y , " The District Ledger r epor t ed about M i c h e l o n 9 
A p r i l 1910. 

C o a l m i n i n g i n the Crowsnest Pass, w h i c h straddles the boundary be­
tween B C a n d A lbe r ta , began just as the 19th century r eached its e n d . G e o ­
log ica l cond i t i ons presented chal lenges to m i n e owners a n d m i n e workers , 
par t i cu lar ly ang l ed coa l seams. T h e r e were prob lems w i th the coal 's h a r d ­
ness, consistency, rock content, heat genera t ing abi l i ty, a n d c o k i n g qual i ty . 

1 ^ h e history of the strike is drawn from the Acland report; John Mellor MacEwan, 
The Company Store (Toronto, 1976); Frank./.S. McLachlan, a biography; Maier B. Fox, 
United We Stand: The UnitedMine Workers of America, 1890-1990 (Washington, 1990); 
Don Macgillivray, "Mil itary A id to the Civ i l Power: The Cape Breton Experience in 
the 1920s" in Macgillivray and Brian Tennyson eds., Cape Breton Historical Essays 
(Sydney, 1980). 
1 2 Sydney Record, 4 October 1909. 
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T h e m ines were par t i cu lar ly dangerous a n d spend ing o n safety was miser ly . 
C o a l dust , w h i c h is extremely volat i le , regu lar ly reached depths o f two feet 
o n the f l oo r o f one m ine . I n spite o f these c ircumstances the pass became 
W e s t e r n Canada ' s major coa l a n d coke p r o d u c i n g distr ict . Crow 's Nes t Pass 
C o a l C o m p a n y was the p r i n c i p a l o p e r a t o r . 1 3 

H e m m e d into the narrow E l k Val ley , M i c h e l was a c ompany town w i t h 
on ly 4 7 6 residents i n 1901 but the p o p u l a t i o n quick ly increased. Rows o f 
s im i l a r houses were bu i l t so closely together that the back sheds o f one row 
were a lmost immed ia te l y before the f ront doors o f the next row. T h e houses 
were cons ide r ed poor , most o f them res t ing on wooden blocks, w i th out­
d o o r p r i v i e s . 1 4 T h e secretary o f the P rov inc i a l B o a r d o f H e a l t h , C . J . Fagan , 
v i s i t ed M i c h e l i n 1910 a n d was sharply c r i t i ca l o f what he f ound . " T h e r e is 
n o a t t empt m a d e to p rov ide for the d i sposa l o f l i q u i d waste, and the result is 
that odours exist a r o u n d the houses o f the most offensive character , " he re­
p o r t e d . O u t d o o r toilets emp t i ed into holes i n the g r o u n d . " S u c h closets are, 
o f course, unsani tary to the highest degree, a n d shou ld not be pe rm i t t ed to 
r e m a i n , " he sa id. To i l e t s at the hotels a n d the m i n e were also c o n d e m n e d as 
unsan i ta ry . T h e on ly remedy was a regu lar system o f sewage d isposa l that 
he r e c o m m e n d e d to the c o m p a n y . 1 5 In contrast w i th the lack o f sani tat ion, 
the coa l p l an t i n M i c h e l " i s thorough ly e q u i p p e d i n every way w i th the best 
mach ine ry , housed i n substant ia l b r i ck bu i l d ing s , " said the M i n e s M i n i s ­
ter's r epo r t for 1909. 

G o o d w i n , B o o t h m a n , a n d Carney f o u n d themselves w o r k i n g i n a prov ­
ince, B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , w i th some o f the most dangerous mines i n the 
w o r l d . I n 1887, an exp l o s i on k i l l e d 150 m e n i n the N o . 1 m i n e o f the V a n ­
couver C o a l M i n i n g a n d L a n d C o m p a n y i n downtown N a n a i m o o n V a n ­
couver I s l and . In 1902, 125 m e n were k i l l e d i n an exp los i on at the Crow ' s 
Nes t Pass C o a l C o m p a n y ' s N o . 2 m i n e i n C o a l C r e ek near Fern i e . T h e worst 
acc ident i n C a n a d i a n m i n i n g occur red i n 1914 i n H i l l c res t at the east e n d o f 
the Crowsnest Pass, i n A lbe r ta , where 189 miners d i ed i n an exp l o s i on . 
T h e r e were many less serious accidents. T h e 1902 C o a l C r e e k e xp l o s i on 
p r o m p t e d the B C government to appo in t a Roya l C o m m i s s i o n o n C o a l 
M i n e s Exp l o s i ons . It r epor t ed that the fatality rate i n B C between 1892 a n d 
1901 was 6.618 deaths f r om explos ions a n d 10.663 deaths f r om other 
causes for every 1,000,000 tons o f coa l p r o d u c e d , or 188 lives lost i n total . 
T h i s contras ted w i th a rate o f 0.415 deaths f r o m explos ions a n d 4.63 deaths 

13 • - u 

Lorry Wi l l iam Felske, "Studies in the Crow's Nest Pass Coal Industry From Its Or i ­
gins to the End of World War I," PhD thesis, University of Toronto, 1991. 
"Svilliam James Cousins, A History of the Crow's Nest Pass (Lethbridge 1981). Cor­

rectly, according to the Gazeteer of Canada, it is Crowsnest Pass. But the mining com­
pany and the football league chose Crow's Nest Pass, as did Felske and Cousins. 
' 5 Reports by C.J . Fagan, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1913, Sessional Papers of B.C. 
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f r o m o ther causes for every 1,000,000 tons o f coa l p r o d u c e d i n the same de­
cade i n the major U S c o a l - m i n i n g state o f Pennsy lvania , where a total o f 
5,713 miners d i e d . I n B r i t a i n , for the decade 1890 to 1899, the fatality rate 
was 0.624 deaths f r o m exp los ions a n d 3.328 deaths f r om o ther causes for 
every 1,000,000 tons o f coa l p r oduced , a total o f9 ,036 d ead m e n . T h e r oya l 
commiss ion ' s r e commenda t i ons i n c l u d e d amp l e vent i la t ion , cop ious wa­
ter ing , a n d gove rnment inspec t ion o f a l l explosives used i n mines . " T h e 
quest ion o f vent i l a t i on is probab ly the most impor tan t i n c onnec t i on w i th 
coa l m i n i n g , " the c ommiss i on r epor t ed . T h e B C dea th rate was b a d e n o u g h 
but it w o u l d have been even worse i f the p e r i o d u n d e r statist ical study h a d 
i n c l u d e d the year 1902when therewere 139 deaths i n c l u d i n g the 125 i n the 
C o a l C r e e k exp l o s i on . Later , over a ten-year p e r i o d between 1907 a n d 
1916, the B C death rate p e r 1,000,000 tons o f coa l m i n e d c o n t i n u e d to be 
h i g h , at 1 2 . 9 2 . 1 6 

Franc is S h e p h e r d , ch ie f inspector o f mines i n B C , c o m m e n t e d that, " T h e 
quest ion has of ten been asked, 'Why is the loss o f life i n the coa l m ines o f B C 
so m u c h larger , i n p r o p o r t i o n to the rat io o f the n u m b e r o f persons e m ­
p loyed , than i n most o ther countr ies? ' A n d the quest ion has never been sat­
isfactori ly answered. " 

Exp lana t i ons were g iven many years later, however, for the casualties i n 
the Crowsnest Pass. I n a study o f the coal industry i n that r eg i on , L o r r y W i l ­
l i a m Felske l is ted a n u m b e r o f reasons for the dangerous cond i t i ons i n c l u d ­
i n g : t roublesome geology, ang l ed coal seams, re luctance by opera tors to 
spend money o n safety, d i s regard o f coa l dust danger especial ly at the C o a l 
C r e e k m ine , a n d " l a x precaut ions against gas a n d dust exp los i ons . " A n ­
o ther factor was the genera l acceptance o f a h i g h degree o f r i sk by the who l e 
m i n i n g c ommun i t y . T h e r e was, Felske writes, a slow g rowth i n reasonable 
respect for m i n i n g dangers a n d a wi l l ingness to sacrif ice safety to speed 
w h e n pay was geared to p r oduc t i on . "Desp i t e obvious c o m p a n y de f i c i en­
cies, the m ine r s also shared responsib i l i ty for unsafe c ond i t i ons , " he c on ­
c l u d e s . 1 7 

By the t ime G o o d w i n a n d his f r iends ar r i ved i n B C , the p o p u l a t i o n o f 
M i c h e l a n d n e i g h b o u r i n g N a t a l ( formerly New Miche l ) h a d j u m p e d seven 
f o l d to 3,500. Crow's Nest Pass C o a l C o m p a n y opera ted five m ines at 
M i c h e l Co l l i e r i es as we l l as mines at C o a l Creek , a few mi les f r o m Fe rn i e , 
a n d at Mor r i s ey . T h e mines at M i c h e l emp l o y ed 1,020 m e n above a n d be-

1 6 Government of BC , Report of the Royal Commission on Coal Mines Explosions, 
1903; also Nova Scotia, Annual Report on Mines 1940, 1944; Alberta Annual Re­
port of the Department of Public Works, 1916; BC , Annual Report of Bureau of 
Mines, 1910, 1920. 
1 7 Government of BC , Annual Reports of the Minister of Mines, 1910, 1920; Felske, 
"Studies in the Crow's Nest Pass Coal Industry." 
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low g r o u n d , p r o d u c i n g 457,581 tons o f coa l a n d 95,239 tons o f coke i n 
1910. C o a l dust a n d fumes f r o m the coke ovens were s igni f icant po l lu tants 
i n the nar row valley. T h e coa l seams were th ick r a n g i n g f r o m six to twelve 
feet. Horses h a u l e d the coa l out a l though , i n a por tent o f the future, one 
m i n e was swi tching to the endless-rope system. 1 

T h e U n i t e d M i n e W o r k e r s o f A m e r i c a was we l l establ ished i n the Pass as 
the u n i o n r epresen t ing a l l m ine r s . T h e U M W A negot iated contracts w i th var­
ious compan i es that c o m b i n e d i n the Wes te rn C o a l Opera to r s ' Assoc ia t ion 
a n d it owned a weekly newspaper i n Fe rn i e , The District Ledger, i n compe t i ­
t i on w i t h the Fe rn i e Free Press. T h e miners i n M i c h e l be l onged to U M W A L o ­
cal 2334 a n d m e m b e r s h i p averaged 838, the biggest i n the Pass. Ho l i days 
for the m e n i n c l u d e d L a b o u r Day (the first M o n d a y i n September ) a n d M a y 
Day, the in t e rna t i ona l Socia l is t day (1 May) . W h e n Distr ic t 18 pres ident 
F r a n k S h e r m a n d i e d i n 1909, a l l the mines i n the Pass were c losed for the 
day o f h is f u n e r a l . 1 9 T h e M i c h e l b r anch o f the Social ist Party o f C a n a d a met 
every Sunday i n C rahan ' s H a l l . It obviously h a d inf luence because, i n the 
1909 p r o v i n c i a l e lect ion, the Social ist candidate i n Fe rn i e const i tuency 
p o l l e d 159 votes i n M i c h e l c o m p a r e d w i th 54 for the Conservat ive a n d fif­
teen for the L i b e r a l . However , overal l , the Conservat ive candidate w o n the 
r i d i n g w i t h 795 votes fo l lowed by the Social ist w i th 649 a n d the L i b e r a l w i th 
4 0 5 . 2 B 

O n the soccer f ie ld , G o o d w i n p layed ins ide r ight , Carney centre fo rward 
a n d B o o t h m a n ins ide left i n a pract ice game i n A p r i l 1910 i n wh i ch the i r A 
team defeated the B team 4-to-2 i n a pre-season tryout. T h a t ea rned t h e m 
the i r places o n the M i c h e l Foo tba l l C l u b team i n the s ix-c lub Crow 's Nest 
Pass Foo tba l l League that i n c l u d e d clubs f r o m C o a l Creek , Be l levue, 
C o l e m a n , F r a n k , a n d H o s m e r . O n e o f the M i c h e l players, T o m C h a m b e r s , 
was r epo r t ed to have p layed for Scot land, a n h o n o u r shared w i th H a r r y A l ­
l e n o f the C o a l C r e e k c lub. P l a y ing i n blue a n d white, M i c h e l drew crowds o f 
600 (one-s ixth o f the ent i re popu l a t i on o f M iche l ) by mid-season. O n e 
game that e n d e d i n a 5-to-5 tie against C o a l C r e ek saw G o o d w i n head i n a 
goa l " i n b r i l l i an t style" a n d B o o t h m a n score a " b r i l l i an t goa l . " M i c h e l went 
o n to w i n the league c h a m p i o n s h i p but bowed to C o l e m a n i n the cup tour­
nament . Goodw in ' s m e d a l f r o m that season, o n display at the C u m b e r l a n d 
M u s e u m , is one o f his few mate r i a l possessions to have surv i v ed . 2 1 

1 8 Government of BC , Annual Report, Minister of Mines, 1910. 
, 9 M i c h e l Reporter, 3 Ap r i l 1909; Fernie Ledger, 12 March 1910. 

2 0 Fern i e Ledger, 27 November 1909. Socialist Party voting trends in the coalfields of 
B C and Alberta are explored by A l len Seager in "Socialists and Workers: The West­
ern Canadian Coal Mines, 1900-21," Labour/Le Travail 16 (Fall 1985). 
2 1 Fern i e Ledger, 29 May 1909; 23 Apr i l , 21 May, 18June, 25June, 9July, 1 October 
1910. 
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Ginger Goodwin's beautiful soccer medal, shown front and back, was earned in 
1910 when he played for Michel Football Club that won the Crow's Nest Pass Foot­
ball League championship. Goodwin usually played striker. Ken WiberglCumberland 
Museum and Archives, CI 10-132/C110-133. 

Somet ime d u r i n g the fall o f 1910, G o o d w i n , B o o t h m a n , a n d Carney 
moved to C u m b e r l a n d on Vancouve r Is land, s k i p p i n g the league vs. cup 
w inners ' game that C o l e m a n won l - to-0 over M i c h e l . Perhaps they moved 
to C u m b e r l a n d so they cou ld play soccer i n the winter w h e n it was imposs i ­
ble in the Crowsnest Pass because o f snow. 

C u m b e r l a n d was as far west as a coa l m i n e r c o u l d go a n d sti l l stay in C a n ­
ada. It s tood in a recently fe l led forest below the Beaufort m o u n t a i n range 
o n Vancouve r Is land. C u m b e r l a n d had a p o p u l a t i o n o f 1,237 when it was 
inco rpo ra t ed as a city i n 1897 but s u r r o u n d i n g communi t i e s l ike Bevan , 
M i n t o , a n d Ch ina t own added at least ano ther 1,000 residents. T h e m a i n 
street is st i l l ca l led D u n s m u i r Avenue , after the family who owned the 
mines . L i k e o ther streets at the t ime, it was unpaved but it d i d have a 
wooden sidewalk. In winter the street was a sea o f m u d . 

C o a l outcrops were discovered in 1852 a n d a syndicate o f e leven m e n 
formed the U n i o n C o m p a n y i n 1869. T h e syndicate so ld in 1883 to Rober t 
D u n s m u i r (1825-1889), father o f James D u n s m u i r (1851-1920), who 
f o rmed the U n i o n Co l l i e ry C o m p a n y . T h e D u n s m u i r s already operated the 
W e l l i n g t o n m i n e near N a n a i m o . W e l l i n g t o n c losed at the tu rn o f the cen­
tury but the Ex tens i on mines between N a n a i m o a n d L a d y s m i t h , so ca l l ed 
because they m i n e d an extens ion o f the We l l i n g t on coal seam, were 
opened . F o r $750,000 cash and 2,100,000 acres o f Vancouve r Is land, pay­
ments (some might say gifts, because o f the i r magn i tude ) f r om the p r o v i n ­
c ia l a n d federal governments, Rober t D u n s m u i r and his m ino r i t y A m e r i c a n 
partners f r om the Southern Pacific R a i l r o a d bui l t a 78-mi le railway f r om 
V i c t o r i a to N a n a i m o . T h e railway was qu ick ly ex t ended a few miles to 
We l l i n g t on . James D u n s m u i r so ld the Esqu ima l t a n d N a n a i m o Railway i n 
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Dunsmuir Avenue, the muddy main street of Cumberland with wooden sidewalks, 
in 1910. Goodwin moved to Cumberland from Michel, BC in late 1910. Cumberland 
Museum and Archives, C270-014. 

1905 to C a n a d i a n Pacif ic Rai lway for $2 ,330,000 after buy ing out his late fa­
ther 's A m e r i c a n par tners for $1 ,000,000 in 1 9 0 2 . 2 2 

C o a l mines made a fortune for the D u n s m u i r s and others. A n early part­
ne r o f Rober t D u n s m u i r was W a d h a m Nes t on Digg le , who invested $8 ,000 
a n d after twelve years wa lked away w i th $600 ,000 and re t i red to E n g l a n d , 
l eav ing D u n s m u i r as sole p r o p r i e t o r . 2 3 Rober t D u n s m u i r left a last ing me­
m o r i a l to his weal th in his mans i on , C r a i g d a r r o c h Cast le, st i l l s tand ing o n a 
h i l l d o m i n a t i n g the city o f V i c t o r i a . I ronica l ly , he d i ed in 1889 before it was 
c o m p l e t e d but his wife, J o a n , l i ved there u n t i l her death in 1908. T o d a y 
C r a i g d a r r o c h Cast le is a tourist attract ion a n d museum. Even more impres ­
sive was son James ' Hat l ey Cast le i n the V i c t o r i a suburb o f Co lwood . C o m ­
p le ted i n 1909, wi th its g rounds gently s l op ing to J u a n de Fuca Strait a n d i n 
the d istance the O l y m p i c M o u n t a i n s i n the us , Hat ley Park covered m o r e 
than 600 acres. T oday it is Roya l Roads Univers i ty . 

2 2 Te r r y Reksten, The Dunsmuir Saga (Vancouver/Toronto, 1991); "A Selfish Mi l l ion­
aire," Victoria Times Colonist, 4 May 1997. 

Reksten, The Dunsmuir Saga. 
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Between 1904 a n d 1909, the mines were m a k i n g an average pro f i t for 
J a m e s D u n s m u i r , after a l l ow ing for deprec ia t i on a n d exhaus t i on o f m i n e r a l 
assets, o f just over $500,000 a y e a r . 2 4 Bu t the g o o d fortunes enjoyed by the 
D u n s m u i r s a n d investors l i ke D igg l e were not shared by the m ine r s . T h e y 
were subjected to wage cuts, dangerous w o r k i n g cond i t ions , arb i t rary wo rk 
rules, incorrect we i gh ing o f coa l (on wh i ch p iecework was based), but above 
a l l , imp lacab le oppos i t i on to any f o r m o f un i on i za t i on . 

J a m e s D u n s m u i r stated his case against un ions in famously at C h r i s t m a s 
1901 to a commit tee o f m iners w h e n two u n i o n delegates a p p r o a c h e d h i m 
ask ing that miners who l i ved i n a smal l sett lement beside the E x t e n s i o n 
mines be p a i d there rather than be c ompe l l ed to travel to D u n s m u i r ' s c o m ­
pany town, Ladysm i th . T h e twelve-mile j o u r n e y by company t r a in r e q u i r e d 
the m ine rs to wait e ight hours i n L a d y s m i t h for the r e tu rn t ra in , every pay­
day. Sa i d D u n s m u i r : " T o h — w i t h the u n i o n , to h — w i t h the commi t t ee , to 
h e l l — w i th the m e n . " 2 5 

H e was more pol i te — cons ide r ing the company , no doubt — w h e n he 
appea r ed before a federal roya l c ommiss i on i n 1903 to say he w o u l d no t to l ­
erate any k i n d o f u n i o n i n his mines . "I object to a l l un ions , federated o r lo ­
ca l , o r any o ther k i n d , " he to ld the roya l commiss ioners , C h i e f Jus t i ce 
G o r d o n H u n t e r o f B C Supreme C o u r t and Rev. E l l i o t t S. Rowe o f V i c t o r i a , 
who were i n q u i r i n g into strikes at D u n s m u i r ' s m ines at E x t e n s i o n a n d C u m ­
be r l and . Asked , " D i d it ever occur to y ou that weal th ca r r i ed some corre ­
s p o n d i n g obl igat ions w i th it — the possession o f large r iches a n d l ands? " 
H e r ep l i ed : " N o sir. F r o m my s tandpo in t it doesn' t . " 6 

G o o d w i n ar r i ved i n C u m b e r l a n d jus t after James D u n s m u i r so ld his 
mines i n 1910 for $11,000,000 cash to C a n a d i a n Co l l i e r i es (Dunsmu i r ) 
L i m i t e d . Pa rke r W i l l i ams , Social ist m e m b e r o f the B C leg is lature a n d leader 
o f an unsuccessful attempt by Vancouve r I s land miners to u n i o n i z e i n the 
early 1900s, dec lared later: "James D u n s m u i r pocke ted this eno rmous sum, 
a n d l ike a gamble r r i s ing f r o m a g a m i n g table where every h a n d h a d been 
against h i m , he swept u p every last cent o f it a n d ne i ther then n o r at the t ime 
o f his death d i d the m e n w h o made his m i l l i ons — a n d l i ved t h r o u g h it — 
n o r the widows o r the o rphans o f the v ict ims o f his greed that fattened his 
graveyards, n o r the T o w n o f Ladysm i th , prof i t to the extent o f one r e d cop-

24 

B C Archives, G R 686, Box 11, File 3, "Price Waterhouse report to Wil l iam Mac­
kenzie," 17 March 1910, Exhibit 816, (BC) Royal Commission on Coal and Petro­
leum Products. 
2 5 Vancouver Province, 24 December 1901. 
2 6 (Canada) Royal Commission on Industrial Disputes in the Province of BC , 1903, 
transcripts of evidence; Al lan Donald Orr, "The Western Federation of Miners and 
the Royal Commission on Industrial Disputes in 1903 With Special Reference to the 
Vancouver Island Coal Miners Strike," M A thesis, U B C , 1968. 
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per . T h e reapers i n the fields o f Boaz let fal l heads o f g r a in so that the 
g leaner m i gh t not go emp ty -handed . T h i s reaper g rabbed it a l l , he l i cked 
the p lat ter c l e a n . " 2 

J u s t before the sale went th rough , D u n s m u i r became too greedy for h is 
own good . H e h e l p e d h imse l f to $700,000 f r om his W e l l i n g t o n Co l l i e r y 
C o m p a n y , p r o c l a i m i n g it to be a d i v i d end . T h i s p r o m p t e d outrage f r o m 
C a n a d i a n Co l l i e r i es , w h i c h was effectively be ing shor t -changed . A four-year 
cour t battle resu l ted i n v ictory for C a n a d i a n Co l l i e r i es i n a dec i s ion by the 
B r i t i s h Pr ivy C o u n c i l , then the final arb i ter o f disputes i n C a n a d a . T h e 
a m o u n t sought was $596,253.71 but i n a c ompromise after fur ther d i sputa ­
t i on , a net $393 ,052 .76 was p a i d by D u n s m u i r . 2 8 

C a n a d i a n Co l l i e r i es (Dunsmui r ) L i m i t e d was largely owned by B r i t i s h i n ­
vestors a n d pu t together by a g r oup o f C a n a d i a n p romote rs h e a d e d by W i l ­
l i a m Mackenz i e o f T o r o n t o , pres ident o f the C a n a d i a n N o r t h e r n Rai lway. 
T h e C a n a d i a n N o r t h e r n Rai lway was soon to arr ive i n B C v ia the 
Y e l l o w h e a d Pass w i th assistance o f B C government -guaranteed loans. K i n g 
E d w a r d V I I k n i g h t e d M a c k e n z i e a n d his rai lway par tner , D o n a l d M a n n , i n 
1911. 

T h e p r i c e p a i d for the m ines was far beyond the ir value, the R o y a l C o m ­
mis s i on o n C o a l a n d P e t r o l e u m Products conc luded i n 1937. T h e r ea l value 
was m o r e l ike $4 ,000 ,000 . Nevertheless, o n the purchase p r i c e o f 
$ 11,000,000, bonds a n d stocks wor th $25,000,000 were f loated, p r o m p t i n g 
a scanda l over 'watered stock. ' T h e ho lders o f $10,000,026.67 i n bonds re­
ce ived interest o f $2 ,019 ,933 .30 for the first four years o f the i r investment 
bu t th en the c q m p a n y defaul ted a n d payments were suspended u n t i l the 
e n d o f W o r l d W a r I. Pre ference stock owners only got d i v idends o f 
$ 135,397.73 for the first two years. C o m m o n shareholders got n o t h i n g . I n a 
corpora te r eo rgan i za t i on i n 1920, the preference shares were r educed to 
$1 ,500 ,000 a n d the c o m m o n shares were s lashed to $100 ,000 . B u t 
D u n s m u i r d i d we l l out o f the sale a n d so d i d Mackenz i e . D u n s m u i r got his 

27 

Glenbow Museum and Archives, Calgary, U M W A Papers (M2239), File 10, 
Parker Williams to U M W A District 18, " A Vancouver Island Crime," 1946. 
28 

BC Law Reports, Volume 18, 1911, B C Supreme Court, 583; Dominion Law Reports, 
Volume 13, 1913,BC Court of Appeal, 793; Domra'on Law Reports, Volume 20,1915, 
Judic ia l Committee of the Privy Counci l , 3 July 1914, 877 (also in B C Archives, 
Buckham Collection, Volume 32, File 4, AddMss 436); B C Archives, Buckham Co l ­
lection, Volume 32, File 4, AddMss 436, Letter from Clarkson, Gordon, Dilworth 
and Nash, chartered accountants, to Patrick Fagan, secretary-treasurer, Canadian 
Collieries, 4 November 1938. 
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Coal baron Robert Dunsmuir, whose family owned the mines in Cumberland and 
Extension near Nanaimo unti l 1910, is depicted in a mural painted in 1984 by Frank 
Lewis in The Home Store, a general shop and gas station at the edge of the village. 
Helen Ayers Miners gather at the pithead in 1912 of No. 5 Mine in Cumberland, 
where Goodwin worked as a driver and miner, to celebrate record shift production. 
No. 5 Mine operated from 1895 to 1947. Cumberland Museum and Archives, 
CI 65-002. 
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ask ing pr ice — and M a c k e n i z e got $6,000,000 o f it back when D u n s m u i r re­
invested i n C a n a d i a n N o r t h e r n Rai lway b o n d s . 2 9 

O n c e in place, C a n a d i a n Co l l i e r i es embarked o n a mode rn i z a t i on a n d 
expans i on p r o g r a m that was to cost more than $3,000,000. T h e capi ta l ex­
pend i tu re , c onc luded the Roya l C o m m i s s i o n o n C o a l a n d Pe t r o l eum P r o d ­
ucts, was who l l y out o f r e l a t i on to business requirements . T h e better par t o f 
$ 1,000,000 was spent o p e n i n g a new mine , N o . 8, wh i ch was on ly briefly i n 
p r o d u c t i o n before b e ing c losed u p . It was not re -opened u n t i l the 1930s . 3 0 

G o o d w i n w o r k e d as a m u l e d r i v e r and a m i n e r i n N o . 5 m ine , one o f four 
mines ope ra t i ng i n C u m b e r l a n d i n 1910 . 3 1 Its shaft was sunk to 600 feet but 
the lower seam was a b a n d o n e d . T h e u p p e r seam con t inued to be worked at 

(BC) Royal Commission on Coal and Petroleum Products, Volume 2 (27 Septem­
ber 1937) and Volume 3 (5 December 1938); Victoria Daily Times, 28 June 1910; 
Mining, Engineering and Electrical Record, 1 Apr i l 1915; London The Times, 20 March 
1915, "Company Meetings"; B C Archives, NWp, 331.8904, C209, Canadian Col ­
lieries report to mortgage bond holders. 
3 0 " M i l l i o n Dollar Mystery Mine , " Victoria Times Colonist, 8 September 1998. 
3 1 B C Archives, G R 684, Box 1, File 6, Statement by A. Goodwin. 

Unknown driver and mule are shown in No. 5 Mine in Cumberland, where 
Goodwin worked as a driver, sometime before 1920. Cumberland Museum and Ar­
chives, C160-16. 
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a d e p t h o f 300 feet. T h e seam was three to four feet th ick , i n places six to 
n ine feet, but a bank o f r ock s ix to 18 inches th ick r a n t h r o u g h it. C a n a d i a n 
Co l l i e r i es at C u m b e r l a n d a n d Ex t ens i on p r o d u c e d 898 ,908 l o n g tons o f 
coa l i n 1910, a r e co rd that was not to be beaten. T h e C u m b e r l a n d mines 
p r o d u c e d 518 ,426 tons a n d emp loyed 1,172 m e n u n d e r g r o u n d a n d 416 
above g r o u n d . T h e mines , l i ke others i n B C , were dangerous . Be tween 1877 
a n d 1956, 305 m e n were k i l l e d . 3 2 

Sanitary cond i t i ons i n C u m b e r l a n d were p r im i t i v e a n d the b o x dra ins 
were i n decay. C . J . Fagan , secretary o f the P rov inc i a l B o a r d o f H e a l t h , said 
cond i t i ons were ne i ther acceptable no r sanitary. E v e n worse were c ond i ­
t ions nearby, i n c l u d i n g C h i n a t o w n , a two-street ghetto i n a swampy area 
t h r o u g h w h i c h f lowed the appropr ia te l y n a m e d Perseverance Creek . 
" T h e r e are no sanitary ar rangements i n any o f these v i l lages a n d the c o n d i ­
t ions i n the Ch inese v i l lage are the worst I have yet seen, " r e p o r t e d F a g a n . 3 3 

Between 277 a n d 329 Ch inese m iners were e m p l o y e d i n Goodw in ' s t ime as 
we l l as 125 Japanese . T h e y w o r k e d for about one - th i rd o f the pay o f whi te 
m iners . T h e Ch inese owed the company a $500 head tax lev ied by the fed­
era l gove rnment o n each Ch inese immig ran t . T h e c o m p a n y co l lected it 
f r om ind i v idua l s by pay ro l l d e d u c t i o n . 3 4 T h e Ch inese also d e p e n d e d o n 
c ompany hous ing . A p o o l o f cheap labour, they were also str ikebreakers . 
T h e y l i v ed separately f r o m the whites a n d were b u r i e d separately. 

Annual reports, B C minister of mines; D.E. Isenor, E.G. Stephens and D.E. Wat­
son, One Hundred Spirited Years: A History of Cumberland 1888-1988 (Campbell River, 
1988). 
3 3 Prov inc ia l Board of Health, report of visit to Cumberland in 1909, Sessional Papers 
of B.C., 1911. 

4 Price Waterhouse report to Wil l iam Mackenzie. 



C H A P T E R T H R E E 

T H E BIG STRIKE 
1912-14 

"The attempts of labour through organization 
to better its conditions are thoroughly 

justifiable, and in the interests of liberty 
and justice, as the history of trade unionism 

amply proves." 

B.C. Royal Commission on Labour, 1914 

IN C U M B E R L A N D , G o o d w i n often boa rded w i th the fami ly o f J o h n a n d M a r ­
garet C l a r k at 2725 P e n r i t h Avenue . T h e C l a r k home was k n o w n as the R e d 
House , not because o f the po l i t i cs o f those who l i ved there, but because it 
was pa in t ed r e d . It was a s ingle- family house bu i l t i n 1894 w i th two bed­
rooms o n the m a i n f loor , a l i v i n g r o o m a n d a k i t chen , a n d four bedrooms 
upstairs . G o o d w i n ' s r o o m upsta i rs h a d a glass door . T h e ga rden was fu l l o f 
f rui t trees. G o o d w i n a n d J o h n C l a r k spent many hours together i n the l iv­
i n g r o o m , t a l k i n g u n i o n business a n d pol i t ics . C l a r k , a Scott ish m i n e r who 
came to C u m b e r l a n d i n 1908, bought the R e d H o u s e i n 1912 for $1,200. 
H e was one o f 150 m ine r s w h o p u t the ir names to a request i n 1911 that the 
U n i t e d M i n e W o r k e r s o f A m e r i c a organize o n Vancouve r I s land. T h e C l a r k 
fami ly was b i g — J o h n a n d Margare t had 10 c h i l d r e n , six g i r ls a n d four 
boys. G o o d w i n later became g ood fr iends w i th one o f the gir ls, M a r y . 1 

G o o d w i n c o n t i n u e d p l a y i n g soccer w i th his f r iends A r t h u r B o o t h m a n 
a n d T o m Ca rney . B u t it was stiff c ompe t i t i on to keep a r egu la r p lace i n the 
B C Pro fess iona l Foo tba l l L eague and G o o d w i n w o u l d somet imes be spotted 
as a reserve p layer . T h e three f r iends p layed for the l oca l N o . 5 This t les — a 
team f r o m that m i n e — a n d , i n the League, for C u m b e r l a n d i n the 1911-12 
season. J o h n (Scotty) C l a r k , the oldest o f the C l a r k boys, p l ayed i n goal . V i c -

1 Author's interview with Jean Letcher of Tra i l , BC , 16 March 1988. Letcher was one 
of the Clark daughters and was 15 years old when Goodwin was kil led; U M W A Dis­
trict 28 Records, U M W A , Washington, DC ; Land Title Office, Victoria, B C . 
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Cumberland soccer players in their striped shirts in 1911, likely the team in the B.C. 
Professional Football League, pose with trophies (the Merri f ield 1909 Perpetual 
Charity Cup in the middle). Goodwin is front row, second from left, and his friend 
Arthur Boothman is front row, second from right, and between them is Tom Car­
ney. The goalkeeper (with cap) is John (Scotty) Clark, with whose family Ginger of­
ten boarded. Cumberland Museum and Archives, C26T015. 

tor ia was the runaway w inne r o f the league c h a m p i o n s h i p in 1911-12 a n d its 
team, the press said, h a d four players who had tu rned out for some o f the 
best clubs in E n g l a n d and Scot land , one o f them for the Scott ish nat iona l 
t eam. 2 

In C u m b e r l a n d , G o o d w i n became active i n the u n i o n a n d the Social ist 
Party o f C a n a d a . H e was close fr iends w i th J o e Nay l o r , a hewer at N o . 7 
M i n e in Bevan , a few mi les f r om C u m b e r l a n d , a n d a s t r ong -m inded activist 
i n u n i o n a n d Social ist causes. A s tubborn m i n e r f r om W i g a n , Lancash i re , 
Nay l o r a r r i v ed i n C u m b e r l a n d in 1909 by way o f M o n t a n a a n d N a n a i m o . 
F i f teen years o lde r than G o o d w i n , he became a m e n t o r for the y o u n g 
m ine r . N a y l o r was secretary o f C u m b e r l a n d Loca l 70 o f the Social ist Party 

C u m b e r l a n d Islander, 10 June, 9 September, 21 October 1911; 2 March 1912; 
Cumberland News, 17, 24 October 1911; Victoria Daily Times, 24 October 1911. 
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o f C a n a d a , w h i c h h a d about 90 members , a n d first p res ident o f the C u m ­
b e r l a n d L o c a l 2299 o f the U M W A . I n the Social ist h a l l oppos i te the Post Of­
fice o n D u n s m u i r Avenue , the party of fered regu lar e conomic classes twice 
a week. 

T h e U M W A was inv i t ed by miners to represent t h em a n d it char te red D i s ­
tr ict 28 i n 1911 after Is land miners , who h a d ear l i e r f o r m e d the C a n a d i a n 
Fede ra t i on o f M i n e r s , showed e n o u g h interest. I n the s u m m e r o f 1912 ev­
eryone knew a showdown was c o m i n g after decades o f fa i l ed efforts to start 
var ious un i ons to address workp lace p rob l ems a n d give the m ine r s a co l lec­
tive voice. T h e issues i n c l u d e d wages, methods o f p iecework, payment o f 
wages on ly once a m o n t h , safety, compensa t i on for c l ea r ing rock f r om coa l , 
c ompany m a r k - u p o n the pr i ce o f explos ive powder , d i s c r i m i n a t i o n against 
u n i o n members , a n d non-comp l i ance w i th p rov inc i a l laws i n c l u d i n g the 
e i gh t -hour day. T h e D u n s m u i r s never accepted a u n i o n a n d ne i ther w o u l d 
the i r corpora te successor, C a n a d i a n Co l l i e r i es (Dunsmui r ) L i m i t e d . U M W A 
Distr ic t 28 sent a letter o n 1 J u n e 1912 to a l l compan ies o n V a n c o u v e r Is­
l a n d seek ing talks about wages a n d other quest ions. T h e r e was no response. 
Subsequent commun i ca t i ons w o u l d also be i gno r ed . 

T h e B . C . Federationist, o r gan o f the B C Fede ra t i on o f L a b o u r , suggested 
o n 27 J u l y 1912 that there were prospects o f a comple te t ie-up o f the m ines 
o n V a n c o u v e r I s land. T h e U M W A ' S effort to get a Ch inese o rga ­
n i ze r - in te rpre te r f r o m the U n i t e d States into B C was b l o c k e d by Geo rge 
Lawson M i l n e , who h e l d the pos i t i on o f C o n t r o l l e r o f C h i n e s e at the federa l 
government ' s E m i g r a t i o n B r a n c h i n V i c t o r i a . M i l n e wrote o n 31 J u l y 1912 
to George Pett igrew o f Ladysm i th , Dis t r ic t 28's m e m b e r o f the In te rna­
t i ona l Execut i ve B o a r d o f the U M W A : " ... that Ch inese are not p e rm i t t ed to 
come f r o m any country than the i r own, name ly C h i n a , unless he is a mer ­
chant, a n d then only passing th rough f r o m por t to po r t . " 

T h e U M W A c o m p l a i n e d off icial ly that p r o v inc i a l laws about the 
e i gh t -hour workday were be ing v io la ted but D is t r i c t 28 pres ident Rober t 
Foster o f N a n a i m o sa id he was not able to b r i n g p r o o f because m ine r s were 
a f ra id o f b e i n g fired a n d b lack l is ted . H e said m iners were b e i n g d i s c r im i ­
na ted against because they be l onged to the u n i o n . O n 4 Augus t 1912, Fos­
ter t o ld a mass mee t ing at the Recreat ion G r o u n d s i n C u m b e r l a n d that 
d iscontent a m o n g the workers p o r t e n d e d a c o m i n g upheava l . M i n e r s i n ­
t ended to ask for a wage increase a n d better cond i t i ons i n the near future. 
H e said that wh i l e they were l o o k i n g for a peaceable w o r k i n g agreement , 
they w o u l d fight i f they d i d not get the ir demands . It was several weeks be­
fore f o rma l proposa ls were drawn u p and c o m m u n i c a t e d to the Is land c o m ­
panies, w h i c h d i d not reply. 

C a n a d i a n Co l l i e r i es pres ident W i l l i a m Mackenz i e , whose we l l - known 
objections to u n i o n r ecogn i t i on were m i r r o r e d by genera l manage r Wa l t e r 
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L . C o u l s o n , sent a con f ident ia l r epor t o n 19 J u l y 1912 to preference share­
ho lders . M a c k e n z i e c o m p l a i n e d that prof its were "unfavourab ly affected by 
the genera l cond i t i ons o f d is turbance w h i c h have preva i l ed i n coal m i n i n g 
d u r i n g the past year . " T h e r e was " a n unde r cu r r en t o f unrest a m o n g the 
m e n " a l t h o u g h he c l a i m e d there was no substantial gr ievance a n d h o p e d 
that the unres t was on ly temporary . H e b l a m e d "de l iberate attempts made 
f r o m outs ide to st ir u p t r oub l e , " undoub ted l y a reference to the U M W A orga­
n i z i n g dr i ve , a n d sa id the efficiency o f m iners h a d fa l len off. 

La te r , others suggested another e xp l ana t i on for the company 's de­
creased prof i ts — specif ical ly, that Mackenz i e was scapegoat ing the u n i o n 
for h is speculat ive over-capi ta l i zat ion o f the c ompany a n d the b loated p u r ­
chase pr i ce . L o n g afterwards, J o e Nay l o r said m ine r s were conv inced that 
over -cap i ta l i za t ion was the reason for the str ike. 

T h e V a n c o u v e r trade j o u r n a l , Mining, Engineering and Electrical Record, 
sa id the str ike was eng inee red to pape r over c o m i n g f inanc ia l losses. 
C o u l s o n to ld shareho lders i n 1913, however, that management careful ly 
a n d de l iberate ly chose to resist U M W A ' s at tempt to " ob ta in con t ro l o f y our 
m i n e s " a n d that " the u l t imate consequences to the C o m p a n y o f surrender ­
i n g its dest iny in to the hands o f this f o re ign body w o u l d be disastrous." U n ­
i o n d e m a n d s w o u l d make it imposs ib le to operate at a prof i t , he said. 

Cou l son ' s p h o b i a about fore igners was strange g iven that he was a n 
A m e r i c a n m i n i n g eng ineer w o r k i n g i n C a n a d a for a company that was 
ma in l y B r i t i sh -owned . B u t he came f r o m the notor ious ly an t i -un i on 
Somerset area o f the Pennsy lvan ia coa l f ie ld . C o u l s o n was genera l supe r in ­
tendent i n 1902 o f the P i t t sburgh a n d B a l t i m o r e C o a l C o m p a n y o f Pitts­
b u r g h , Pennsy lvan ia . It o p e n e d E d n a N o . 1 M i n e i n Wes tmore l and C o u n t y 
adjacent to Somerse t C o u n t y i n 1900 and E d n a N o . 2 i n 1902. T h o u g h by 
1910 the c o m p a n y h a d fa l len into rece ivership, it s t i l l managed to defeat 
the U M W A ' s 16 -mon th str ike i n 1911. 

T h e B C R o y a l C o m m i s s i o n o n Labour , a p p o i n t e d just after the str ike 
started but no t r e p o r t i n g u n t i l it was a lmost over, d ismissed manager ia l 
fears o f fore igners . "Wh i l s t some employers oppose the in te rna t i ona l u n ­
ions o n the g r o u n d s that the author i ty exerc ised by u n i o n officials res ident 
i n the U n i t e d States may p r oduce cond i t i ons in jur ious to C a n a d i a n indus­
t r i a l interests, yet we find no def ini te ev idence o f any such effect; and , o n the 
o ther h a n d , it must be said that many large corpora t i ons employ managers 
a n d super in tendents a n d are con t ro l l ed by d irectors who are themselves 
a l i ens , " r epo r t ed the c ommiss i on . 

T h e p e n d i n g crisis e x p l o d e d o n 16 Sep tember 1912 when C u m b e r l a n d 
m ine r s s t opped wo rk i n a n unof f i c ia l wa lkout to protest the d ismissal o f Os ­
car Mo t t i shaw a n d a refusal to h i r e James S m i t h , bo th u n i o n members . T h e 
d ispute cen t red o n Mot t i shaw w h o h a d w o r k e d at the company 's Ex t ens i on 



Chapter Three 41 

mines between L a d y s m i t h a n d N a n a i m o . H e a n d fellow m i n e r Isaac 
Por t rey , who made u p the employees ' gas commit tee , h a d r epo r t ed gas i n 
E x t e n s i o n o n 1 2 J u n e 1912. T h i s was con f i rmed , but not u n t i l 20 J u l y 1912, 
by C h i e f Inspector o f M i n e s T h o m a s G r a h a m , who also no t ed o ther de f i ­
c iencies. O n 19 August , Mott ishaw's workp lace was m i n e d out o f coa l but he 
was not g iven a new place to work . Portrey, whose place h a d not b e en 
w o r k e d out, c on t inued at work . 

Mot t i shaw moved to C u m b e r l a n d l o o k i n g for new work a n d was h i r e d by 
a contractor , R i c h a r d Coe , as a mu l e dr i ve r i n N o . 4 M i n e . H e w o r k e d for a 
few days and then was fired by C o e o n orders f r o m mine manage r Robe r t 
H e n d e r s o n . T h e miners ' in t e rpre ta t i on was this: Mot t i shaw was let go at E x ­
tens ion because he r epo r t ed gas, a n d d ismissed at C u m b e r l a n d for h a v i n g 
d o n e that. C o m p a n y officials i n C u m b e r l a n d , however, d en i ed any d i s c r i m ­
i n a t i o n o n the basis o f the E x t e n s i o n gas repor t a n d said they d i d not know 
about it. Mott ishaw was d i scharged i n C u m b e r l a n d solely because he h a d 
started work u n d e r g r o u n d wi thout Hende rson ' s approva l , they sa id . 

I n add i t i on , the company said Mot t i shaw h a d vo luntar i l y qui t at E x t e n ­
s i on a n d when he asked to be r eh i r ed , was tu rned down because he h a d 
ca l l ed some firemen at the m i n e "scabs" a n d "b lack legs " — strange words 
since a strike h a d not started then . Mot t i shaw den i ed us ing the language . 
Po in ted ly , Coe said his h i r i n g o f Mot t i shaw was the only one in w h i c h the 
c ompany inter fered. G i v e n the l o n g pract ice o f companies get t ing r i d o f 
u n i o n - m i n d e d miners by s imply not g i v ing th em further work w h e n the i r 
places were w o r k e d out, the m ine r s ' in t e rpre ta t i on was unders tandab l e 
e n o u g h , especial ly w i t h everyone's he i gh t ened awareness that t roub le was 
brew ing . B o t h sides ma in ta ined the i r own view o f what h a d h a p p e n e d to 
Mot t i shaw. 

Af ter a day's work stoppage, the c ompany o rde r ed the m iners to r emove 
the i r tools f r om the mines . T h i s o r d e r was in terpre ted by the m ine r s as a 
l ockout . T h e c ompany said it was secur ing the equ ipment . T h e n the c o m ­
pany insisted that m iners s ign two-year contracts at the pre -d ispute rates 
a n d cond i t ions . M i n e r s at Ex t ens i on , meanwhi l e , vo ted to stop wo rk i n sym­
pathy w i th the C u m b e r l a n d miners . T h e y went out o n 18 September 1912. 
Severa l committees w h i c h sought to meet management over the Mot t i shaw 
mat ter were t u r n e d away by c ompany officials but one commit tee d i d meet 
super in tendent J . R . L o c k a r d who den i ed any d i s c r im ina t i on against 
Mot t i shaw but sa id it was the company ' s prerogat ive to h i re who it w i shed . 

T h e miners were left w i th no real choice : E i the r they cap i tu la ted or they 
protes ted what they be l ieved was yet ano ther case o f d i s c r im ina t i on over a 
safety a n d u n i o n membersh ip issue. T h e unof f i c ia l walkout qu ick ly became 
a n of f ic ial strike w i th the U M W A seek ing talks to settle the immed ia t e issue as 
we l l as p resent ing col lective agreement proposa ls to a l l coa l companies . 
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Young lad in Cumberland demonstrates his support for the miners' strike of 
1912-14 on Vancouver Island posing with the United Mine Workers Journal . Cum­
berland Museum and Archives, CI 10-128. 

T h e r e was no response. T h e rea l issue was clear: U n i o n recogn i t i on , U M W A 
weekly str ike benefits o f $4 pe r m i n e r (plus $2 for wife, $ 1 for each ch i ld ) re­
p laced dai ly wages o f $2 .85 to as m u c h as $4.50 a day for some ($17.10 to 
$27 for a six-day work week, assuming ful l - t ime work, not i n c l u d i n g any de­
duct ions f r om wages). 

T h u s began one o f the longest, costliest, a n d most bitter strikes i n C a n a ­
d i a n l abour history. Immediate ly , it invo lved 1,600 miners at C u m b e r l a n d 
a n d Ex t ens i on . T h e str ike spread to the mines in a n d a r o u n d N a n a i m o o n 1 
M a y 1913 a n d invo lved 3,777 miners o n Vancouve r Is land. It d i d not e n d 
u n t i l 20 August 1914. Excep t at the J i n g l e Pot m ine near N a n a i m o where 
the U M W A ga ined r ecogn i t i on and a col lect ive agreement, the strike was u n ­
successful i n the short t e rm. 

T w o roya l commiss ions favoured collective barga in ing . T h e federa l 
roya l c ommiss i on r epor t ed that it was desirable and o f benefit to both sides 
that col lect ive agreements " vo lun ta r i l y a n d formal ly entered into for a spec­
i f i ed t ime between employees a n d employer , o r between an employees ' u n ­
i o n a n d the ir employer , s h o u l d be g iven the sanct ion a n d pro tec t i on o f 
law." T h e B C royal c ommiss i on , wh i l e suppo r t i ng legal ized col lect ive bar-
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ga in ing , appeared to favour committees o f employees, c i t i ng the instances 
i n a n d a r o u n d N a n a i m o . U n i o n s v iewed employees ' commit tees as a f o r m 
o f c ompany u n i o n i s m , not p r o v i d i n g r ecogn i t i on to the u n i o n , n o r any bar­
g a i n i n g power for employees. A n employees ' commit tee d r aw ing u p a n 
agreement was, however, m o r e than miners i n C u m b e r l a n d a n d L a d y sm i th 
(Extension) h a d before 1912. N o t l o n g after the str ike ended , employees ' 
committees were p u t i n place. 

T h e p rov inc i a l gove rnment d i d not intervene o n beha l f o f the m iners i n 
the str ike but instead sent i n spec ia l po l i ce to ma in ta in access for str ike­
breakers to the mines . A f ter serious riots i n Augus t 1913, the p r o v in c i a l gov­
e rn men t d ispatched the m i l i t i a to the coalf ields for the balance o f the str ike. 
Va r i ous intervent ions a n d overtures by the federa l government r a n in to a 
b r i ck wa l l , w i th companies re fus ing to recognize the u n i o n . W h i l e the E x ­
tens ion mines r e m a i n e d c losed for many months , the C u m b e r l a n d mines 
were r eopened after a m o n t h a n d p r o d u c t i o n slowly r e sumed . Ch inese 
miners , who suppo r t ed the str ike for the first m o n t h , r e tu rned to wo rk u n ­
de r the o ld cond i t i ons . Wh i t e miners were evicted f r om 100 company 
houses. N o r d i d the c ompany wait l ong : T h e first No t i c e to Q u i t o rders were 
issued 10 days after the wa lkout began, o n 26 September 1912, to be effec­
tive at the end o f October . Those who d i d not vacate the i r c ompany houses 
h a d j u d g m e n t against t h em i n C o u n t y C o u r t s tart ing o n 4 December . N o 
reason was g iven i n the ev ic t ion orders (such as non-payment o f rent) leav­
i n g the assumpt ion that s t r i k ing miners were o r d e r e d out to o p e n u p ac­
c o m m o d a t i o n for i m p o r t e d str ikebreakers. D i sp laced miners pu t u p tents 
i n a pub l i c pa rk i n C u m b e r l a n d . F i rs t tents a n d then shacks appea r ed at 
nearby Royston at what came to be ca l l ed St r ikers ' Beach . A t r ick le o f str ik­
ers r e tu rned to work. T h e company recru i ted str ikebreakers f r o m the P ra i ­
ries, the U S a n d B r i t a i n . 

T h e events h a d a major po l i t i ca l a n d economic inf luence i n B C . T h e cost 
to the U M W A has been var iously put at $ 1,250,000 a n d $ 1,500,000. Benef i ts 
to strikers a lone certainly came to about $1 ,250,000 a n d there were o ther 
costs, especial ly legal . T h e company r a n into a loss pos i t i on , de faul ted i n 
1914 o n interest payments to B r i t i s h bondho lde r s , and f o u n d itself taken 
over by a management commit tee chosen by the bondho lde rs . T h e legacy 
o f memor i es o f w h i c h side everyone was o n d u r i n g the str ike lasted, even ex­
t end ing to the c h i l d r e n a n d g r a n d c h i l d r e n o f the strikers a n d str ikebreak­
ers. T h e story is to ld o f two brothers who were o n dif ferent sides i n the str ike 
— one went to work, one d idn ' t . T h e y l i v ed i n the same r o o m . T h e str iker 
h u n g a cur ta in across the m i d d l e o f the r o o m a n d wrote " s cab " o n one side 
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a n d " u n i o n m a n " o n the other . T h e rancour was to r e m a i n s t rong i n the coal 
m i n i n g distr icts o f C u m b e r l a n d , Ladysmi th , a n d N a n a i m o . 3 

Ear ly i n the walkout , a n d later, churches suppo r t ed the str ikers. M e m ­
bers o f the F irst Bapt is t C h u r c h o f N a n a i m o a p p r o v e d a reso lut ion o f sym­
pathy unan imous l y a n d u r g ed the government to protect the miners . 
Pastor J . H . H o w e spoke o n "Jesus, Cap i t a l i sm a n d L a b o u r . " H e sa id: " T h e 
c h u r c h , l i ke the i n d i v i d u a l , cannot serve G o d a n d M a m m o n . O u r present 
c o m m e r c i a l system is one i n ent ire oppos i t i on to Chr i s t i an i t y . Its p r inc ip l es 
a n d precepts are u n c h r i s t i a n . " H e said cap i ta l expec ted l abour to be abso­
lutely subservient. " I n a thousand ways th r ough its many agencies a n d satel­
lites, it can exp l o i t a n d tyrannize l abour , " he sa id . " L a b o u r must protect 
itself. Its on ly hope lies i n inte l l igent c omb ina t i on . L a b o u r must insist o n 
p r o p e r r ecogn i t i on , even though it entails su f f e r ing . " 4 

V h i l e various books touch on the strike, the only full-length treatments are Alan 
J o h n Wargo's unpublished B A graduating essay "The Great Coal Strike: The Van­
couver Island Coal Miners ' Strike, 1912-1914" (UBC 1962) and John Norris "The 
Vancouver Island Coal Strike, 1912-1914: A Study o f an Organizational Strike" BC 
Studies 45 (Spring 1980). Helpful also were Lynne Bowen, Boss Whistle: The Coal 
Miners of Vancouver Island Remember (Lantzville, 1982); H.A. Logan, Trade Unions in 
Canada: Their Development and Functioning (Toronto, 1948); D.E. Isenor, E.G. 
Stephens, D.E. Watson, One Hundred Spirited Years: A History of Cumberland 
1888-1988 (Campbell River, 1988); Fox, United We Stand. Also, U M W A District 28 
Papers, Washington, DC , has fragmentary records. The causes of the strike are well 
set out in transcripts of hearings before the (BC), Royal Commission of Labour, B C 
Archives GR684 , Boxes 1-4. Two royal commissions dealt with the strike: (Canada), 
In the Matter of the Coal -Mining Labour Troubles on Vancouver Island, 
1912-1914, and the Industrial Situation Connected Therewith; (BC), Royal Com­
mission on Labour, 1912-1914. Another royal commission, (BC) O n Vancouver Is­
land Riots, 1913-1914, is largely concerned with an itemized list of property 
damages awarded. The (BC), Royal Commission on Coal and Petroleum Products, 
Volume 2 (1937) and Volume 3 (1938), deal with Canadian Collieries and the con­
troversy about the 1910 sale and watered stock. Publications of note include: B.C. 
Federationist, 6January, 13 July, 27 July, 3 August, 21 September, 5 October 1912; 24 
December 1920; Mining, Engineering and Electrical Record, 1 Apr i l 1915; Cumber-
land Islander, 1 Apr i l 1911; lOAugust, 28 September, 5, 120ctober 1912; Cumber­
land News, 28 March, 8 November 1911; 25 September 1912; The Times, London, 20 
March 1915; Nanaimo Free Press, 5 July, 20, 25, 27, 28 September, 2, 5, 9, 12 Octo­
ber, 1912. Subsequent issues of these and other publications deal with further devel­
opments in the strike, especially the Nanaimo Free Press for coverage of the August 
1913 riots and later court cases; B C Archives, N W 971.35, CI97a, Th i rd annual re­
port to shareholders of Canadian Collieries for the year ended 30 June 1913; 
Coulson in Pennsylvania, Virtual Museum of Coal M in ing in Western Pennsylvania 
(http://patheoldminer.rootsweb.com). Eviction orders are in B C Archives, G R 1946, 
Box 1, Files 4 to 9. 

4 Nana imo Free Press, 5 October 1912. 

http://patheoldminer.rootsweb.com
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A n oppos i te view was taken by the C u m b e r l a n d Islander. I n a n ed i tor ia l , 
the newspaper said most m iners were not i n sympathy w i t h the str ike a n d no 
secret ba l lo t h a d been taken. As we l l , "S t r ikes , or cessation o f work, never 
was o f any value to the emp loye r o r employee . " T h e Islander said: " T h e 
present indus t r i a l dead lock is one o f the most un for tunate instances o f l a ­
b o u r tyranny that has ever come to ou r not ice . W e of ten hear a n d read o f the 
tyranny o f cap i ta l , but we doubt i f the annals o f cap i ta l i sm can show a m o r e 
g l a r i n g e xamp l e o f despo t i sm. " U n i o n s must choose as leaders " m e n o f re­
sponsib i l i ty a n d s o u n d j u d g m e n t , capable o f r e s t ra in ing a n d h o l d i n g in 
check the rash a n d the headstrong , such as those responsib le for the pres­
ent c r i s i s . " 5 T h u s one edi tor ia l is t s u m m a r i z e d the great d iv ide that lay be­
h i n d the 1912-1914 str ike for u n i o n recogn i t i on . 

F r e s h to act iv ism, G o o d w i n w o r k e d most ly i n suppor t o f the Social ist 
Party o f C a n a d a but also became active i n the u n i o n , a t t end ing two conven­
t ions o f the B C Fede ra t i on o f L a b o u r a n d a conven t i on o f U M W A Distr ic t 28. 
J u s t before the str ike began, he wrote i n the Western Clarion, the S P C ' s news­
paper , about the sp i r i t o f revolt because o f miserable w o r k i n g cond i t ions . 
" N o w , then, we know that a l l this misery is the ou tcome o f someone 's care­
lessness, and that someone is the capital ists, those who own the mach inery 
o f p r o d u c t i o n . Now , as this class o f parasites have been l i v ing o n the b l o o d 
o f the w o r k i n g class, they are responsib le for the cond i t i ons ex i s t ing at the 
present t ime , " wrote G o o d w i n , u n d e r the head l ine " T h e I r on H e e l . " Wha t 
was to be done? " I n o rde r to throw this system over we have got to organize 
as a class a n d f ight t h em as class against class. A n d so I say we have got to 
back o u r forces against them, a n d ou r weapons are educat ion , o rgan isa t ion 
a n d ag i tat ion ... " 6 

Halfway into the str ike, he wrote u n d e r the head l ine " C a p i t a l i s m the 
Leve l l e r " that the inst i tut ions a n d values o f society were based o n proper ty 
r ights that kep t the w o r k i n g class i n subject ion. H e ca l l ed for the abo l i t i on 
o f the capital ist system. D r a w i n g o n his str ike exper iences, he wrote: " W h e n 
we find the workers how l ing about not ge t t ing jus t i c e ' a n d that it is 'not 
r i gh t ' — that is p r o o f that they do not unde r s t and the class nature o f society. 
It has been i n ev idence d u r i n g the coa l str ike that this sent iment is n o t h i n g 
but a sham, for those that have [been] b rough t u p before the court a n d are 
str ikers are g iven the m a x i m u m penalty , wh i l e those that are h e l p i n g the 
masters to defeat the strikers are let off w i th the m i n i m u m penal ty — show­
ing conclusively that the courts are at the d isposa l o f the master class." 

G o o d w i n was apparent ly re fe r r ing to po l i ce a n d court responses to occa­
s iona l d isturbances i n the str ike because his comments were pub l i shed just 
after the serious riots but — a n d here he was certa in ly b e i n g p rophe t i c — 

Cumberland Islander, 8 October 1912. 
6Western Clarion, 10 August 1912. 
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before severe sentences were h a n d e d down. Goodw in ' s Marx i s t po l i t i ca l 
a n d e conomic message, sharpened by persona l exper i ence i n evict ions a n d 
strikes i n Denaby M a i n , G lace Bay, and now C u m b e r l a n d , had come fu l l c i r ­
cle: " T h i s is no sent imenta l movement , a n d the masters can howl ; we do not 
h i d e o u r intent ions , for we are what they have m a d e us — the dispossessed 
class that is out to over throw t h e m , " he wrote . 7 

G o o d w i n h imse l f was never charged w i th any offence though a C u m b e r ­
l a n d m i n e r n a m e d R i c h a r d G o o d w i n was. T h e two m e n were not re la ted . 
O n e o f the P rov inc i a l Po l ice constables stat ioned i n C u m b e r l a n d d u r i n g the 
str ike, A l b e r t T h o m a s Stephenson, who later became ch ie f constable for the 
N a n a i m o distr ict , sa id later that he h a d k n o w n A lb e r t G o o d w i n a n d that his 
r epu ta t i on was inoffensive. 

T h e Social ist Party o f C a n a d a was a sma l l M a r x i s t party o f probab ly never 
m o r e than 2,000 d i s c i p l i ned , even dogmat ic , members . Bu t despite its 
sma l l size, h i s t o r i an D e s m o n d M o r t o n writes, party members "wou ld have a 
las t ing in f luence o n the tone a n d temper o f the West Coast labour po l i t i c s . " 8 

T h e party emphas i z ed educat ion a n d po l i t i ca l ac t ion as the methods to 
achieve a society where the means o f weal th p r o d u c t i o n such as na tura l re­
sources, factories, m i l l s a n d railways w o u l d become " the collective proper ty 
o f the w o r k i n g class." Industry w o u l d be o r gan i z ed a n d managed democrat ­
ical ly by workers a n d p r o d u c t i o n wou ld be for use instead o f prof i t . 

T h e party 's g u i d i n g ru le for cons ide r ing l eg is la t ion was s imple : " W i l l this 
l eg is la t ion advance the interests o f the w o r k i n g class a n d a i d the workers i n 
the i r class struggle against capita l ism? I f it w i l l , the S P C is for it; i f it w i l l not , 
the S P C is absolutely opposed to i t . " T h e S P C was f ounded as the Social ist 
Party o f B C i n 1901. Social ist members o f the leg is lature, James H a w t h o r n -
thwaite o f N a n a i m o a n d Pa rke r W i l l i ams o f L a d y s m i t h , w i th independen t 
l abour M L A W i l l i a m Dav id son f r om S locan i n the Kootenays , soon h e l d the 
ba lance o f power, enab l i ng passage o f progressive leg is lat ion such as the 
e i gh t -hour workday for miners , amendments to the C o a l M ine s Regu la t i on 
Act , p ro t ec t i on o f un i ons f r o m damage suits, a n d the first W o r k m e n ' s C o m ­
pensa t i on Act . M i n e r s i n B C a n d A lbe r t a t u r n e d to the S P C i n the first two de­
cades o f the 20 th century. 

T h e S P C h e l d a n in f luence far beyond its size i n the trade u n i o n leader­
sh ip . P rophet i ca l l y , the S P C foresaw f r om 1909 war between G e r m a n y a n d 
B r i t a i n a n d a t t r ibuted it to business t ry ing to revive trade. War , the S P C said, 
" w i l l c l a i m as its v ic t ims countless thousands o f o u r class i n a quarre l that is 
not the ir 's (sic), it behooves the workers not to be ca r r i ed away by the f ren­
z i ed c l amour ings o f the interested advocates o f war, the vapor ings o f cap i ­
talist ' s tatesmen' o r the b lare o f mar t i a l mus ic . I n no conceivable manner , 

Western Clarion, 16 August 1913. 
8 Mor ton , Working People. 
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shape o r f o rm c o u l d the interests o f the workers i n any o f the nat ional i t i es 
invo l ved be fur thered o r protected by the i r pa r t i c i pa t i on i n the con f l i c t . " 9 

A l t h o u g h S P C members o f the legis lature suppo r t ed restr ict ions o n C h i n e s e 
i m m i g r a t i o n , one o f the l ead ing domest ic po l i t i ca l issues o f the t ime, the 
Western Clarion, of f icial o r gan o f the party, sa id capital ists were i n f l a m i n g 
w o r k i n g class m i n d s "w i th the idea that the Japanese , H i n d o o r C h i n e s e 
w o r k i n g m a n c o m i n g to C a n a d a , comes as a n enemy to the whi te workers . " 
T h e issue was cheap labour h o l d i n g d o w n wages, it sa id, not race. 

T h e C u m b e r l a n d loca l o f the U M W A , i n c o m m o n w i th o ther un i ons , sup­
p o r t e d As iat ic exc lus i on but loca l pres ident J o e Nay l o r d is tanced h imse l f 
f r o m the p reva i l ing rac ism. H e t o ld the B C Fede ra t i on o f L a b o u r he was u n ­
de r instruct ions f r o m his l oca l to vote for As iat ic exc lus ion . In J a n u a r y 1914, 
w h e n the Ch inese and Japanese were often made the scapegoats for the fa i l ­
i n g str ike, N a y l o r sa id the Or i en ta l s " w o u l d not have gone to w o r k u n t i l the 
whi te m e n h a d gone i f they h a d been left to themselves." It was not the C h i ­
nese o r Japanese " that are the curse o f B C , it is the whi te m e n , a n d especial ly 
the m e n who have come f r om the same country as myself, a n d that is E n g ­
l a n d , that are the rea l curse i n this prov ince , it isn ' t the Asiat ics at a l l . " 1 

W i t h i n the S P C , there was a spl i t between the Possibi l ists a n d the 
Impossib i l is ts . T h e first favoured steps towards Soc ia l i sm a n d some re l i e f 
f r o m present economic ha rdsh ip whi le the latter were u n c o m p r o m i s i n g 
Marx i s t s who d ismissed strikes as mere c o m m o d i t y struggles. G o o d w i n , a 
Possibi l ist , later f o u n d h imse l f at odds w i th the Impossibi l is ts . 

I n early 1914, G o o d w i n wo rked for four mon ths as a party organ izer . H e 
got no pay but supporters p r o v i d e d r o o m a n d b o a r d as he t oured the south­
e r n In te r io r a n d Crowsnest Pass. 

I n one speech, he p red i c t ed a struggle i n the very near future for su­
premacy between the gove rn ing a n d gove rned class. H e was c o m p l i m e n t e d 
for his knowledge a n d oratory. H e was also, several mon ths before the Is­
l a n d str ike was ca l l ed off, l o o k i n g f o r w o r k b u t there was none because o f the 
e conomic depress ion . H e was often asked about the str ike. " T h i s query gave 
m e the chance to show that the forces o f gove rnment h a d been used to beat 
the m iners in to subject ion," he said, five mon ths before the str ike ended . 

9Ross Alfred Johnson, "No Compromise — No Political Trading: the Marxian So­
cialist Tradit ion in B C , " PhD dissertation, U B C 1975. 
1 0 B . C . Federationist, 5 Apr i l 1912; 6 February, 17 July 1914. For a more detailed look 
at the SPC, see Mart in Robin, Radical Politics and Canadian Labour 1880-1930 
(Kingston, 1968); Paul Phillips, No Power Greater: A Century of Labour in B.C. (Van­
couver, 1967); Peter Campbell, "Mak ing Socialists: B i l l Pritchard, the Socialist 
Party of Canada, and the T h i r d International," Labour/Le Travail, 30 (Fall 1992); 
Johnson, "No Compromise"; Al len Seager, "Socialists and Workers: The Western 
Canadian Coal Miners, 1900-21," Labour/Le Travail, 16 (Fall 1985). 



48 Fighting For Dignity 

Joe Naylor, president of Cumberland Local 2299 of the United Mine Workers of 
America during the Big Strike 1912-14, and president of the B C Federation of La­
bour, 1917. He was one of the leaders of the One Big Union after World War I. Cum­
berland Museum and Archives, C192-030. 

T h e courts had passed " i n h u m a n sentences" o n strikers but he said it 
w o u l d be " inva luab le mate r ia l as p r o p a g a n d a for the workers ' movement 
(Soc ia l ism) . " W h e n t o l d that the Me thod i s t C h u r c h was tak ing u p the ques­
t i on o f Soc ia l i sm at a mee t ing , G o o d w i n , a n atheist, re tor ted that it was 
"very strange how the c h u r c h was t u r n i n g f r om an inst i tut ion o f superst i t ion 
to one o f l e a rn ing ... to try to reconc i le science wi th superst i t ion was out o f 
the quest ion a l together . " H e also wrote, u n d e r "Chr i s t i ans and Social ists," 
that it was " r i d i c u l o u s " for a Social ist to be a C h r i s t i a n . 1 1 

" F e r n i e District Ledger, 28 February, 7, 16, 21 March 11, 18 Apr i l 1914; Western 
Clarion, 11 Apr i l 1914; Western Clarion, 9 May 1914. 
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T h e str ike o n Vancouve r I s land g r o u n d on . B u t even its ex t ens i on o n 1 
M a y 1913 to the mines i n a n d a r o u n d N a n a i m o fa i led to dent the resolve o f 
the companies , except at the J i n g l e Pot m ine o f V a n c o u v e r - N a n a i m o C o a l 
M i n i n g C o m p a n y where 350 U M W A members ga ined u n i o n r e cogn i t i on a n d 
a col lect ive agreement i n Augus t 1913. I n that m o n t h , serious r i o t i n g 
e rup ted at L a d y s m i t h , Ex t ens i on , Sou th We l l i n g t on , a n d N a n a i m o . D i s ­
putes qu ick ly arose as to whe ther the inc idents were p r o v o k e d by str ike­
breakers o r del iberate ly caused by str ikers. T h e p rov inc i a l g ove rnment 
d i spa tched 1,000 m i l i t i a m e n in to the coalf ields. Af ter several weeks, this 
n u m b e r was scaled back to 265 . B u t they r ema ined u n t i l the e n d o f the 
strike a year later. C a n a d i a n Co l l i e r i es pres ident S i r W i l l i a m M a c k e n z i e 
a n d his par tner , S i r D o n a l d M a n n , also benef i t ted by a d d i t i o n a l p r o v i n c i a l 
gove rnment assistance for the i r C a n a d i a n N o r t h e r n Rai lway a n d by a grant 
for $10 m i l l i o n for t e rm ina l faci l i t ies. 

In a l l , 213 m e n were arrested a n d 166 o f t h e m were c o m m i t t e d for t r i a l 
as a result o f the riots. In the end , 50 m e n were conv ic ted a n d sentenced to 
p r i s o n terms. W h i l e many charges such as a t tempted m u r d e r a n d r i o t i n g 
were r educed to unlawful assembly a n d some sentences were s imp l y t ime 
served ( though this of ten a m o u n t e d to many months ) , some stiff sentences 
i n the two-year range were h a n d e d out. O n e o f the two-year sentences went 
to Sam G u t h r i e , pres ident o f the L a d y s m i t h loca l o f the U M W A . Later , he was 
for many years the loca l m e m b e r i n the B C legis lature r ep resen t ing the 
Co-opera t i ve C o m m o n w e a l t h Federa t i on , predecessor o f the N e w D e m o ­
cratic Party. T h e most serious sentence for those charged immed ia t e l y after 
the riots was four years g iven to J o e Ange l o for s ix charges i n c l u d i n g r i o t i n g 
a n d r iotously des t roy ing proper ty . H e was the U M W A ' s I ta l ian-speak ing or­
ganizer f r o m Br idgepo r t , O h i o , w h o came to Vancouve r Is land early i n the 
str ike. 

Pun i shmen t wou ld not come u n t i l after the strike for W i l l i a m (Tangle ) 
Jackson , a bar tender at the G r a n d H o t e l i n L a d y s m i t h d u r i n g the r iots, a n d 
M i k e A d a m s o f Ladysm i th , descr ibed i n the press only as " a n A u s t r i a n . " F o r 
t u r n i n g K i n g ' s evidence against them, barber W i l l i a m Stackhouse — who 
h a d spent jus t over four mon ths i n p r i s on for r i o t i ng — was not c h a r g e d 
w i th d y n a m i t i n g the home o f A l e x a n d e r N e i l M c K i n n o n , 34, o f L a d y s m i t h , 
a str iker who h a d accepted U M W A benefits but r e tu rned to w o r k wh i l e the 
str ike c on t inued . M c K i n n o n re t r ieved the dynami te th rown t h r o u g h a bed ­
r o o m w indow o f his house o n the late night-ear ly m o r n i n g o f 12-13 Augus t 
1913 but it struck a b l i n d . H e p i c k e d it u p aga in a n d it e xp l oded , b l ow ing off 
his r i gh t h a n d . Just ice Den is M u r p h y , o n 17 Oc tober 1914, sentenced A d ­
ams to seven years i n the pen i tent iary a n d J a c k s o n to six years. H e sa id : " I f I 
thought that y ou two m e n h a d concocted this c r ime wi thout suggest ion you 
w o u l d get a li fe sentence f r o m me but I a m conv inced you were in f luenced 
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by o ther persons . " H e d i d not identify the " o ther pe rsons " but Stackhouse 
soon left L a d y s m i t h a n d d i d not r e t u r n . 1 2 

O n e o f the str ikers sentenced to one year for t h r ow ing stones at the 
homes o f s t r ikebreakers i n L a d y s m i t h never left p r i s o n al ive. J o e Ma i r s , 21 , 
whose fami ly ha i l ed f r o m Sco t land a n d whose father was also a str iker, h e l d 
numerous t rophies for b icycle rac ing . H e d i ed after serv ing five mon ths o f 
his sentence i n O a k a l l a P r i s o n o n 20 January 1914 f r o m tubercu lar per i to ­
nit is caus ing bowel obs t ruct ion . T h e coroner 's j u r y , h e a d e d by J a m e s 
McVe ty , a l e ad ing trade un ion i s t i n Vancouver , was c r i t i ca l o f the several 
days it took for p r i s o n author i t ies to r espond to M a i r s ' i l lness. B u t M c V e t y 
said M a i r s h a d prev ious ly been operated o n for the same p r o b l e m " a n d 
n o t h i n g c o u l d be d o n e for h i m . " D r . J . S . C o n k l i n also said, " a n ope ra t i on 
w o u l d have been useless." T h e funera l for Ma i r s o n 25 J a n u a r y 1914 was the 
biggest i n L a d y s m i t h a n d T h o m a s Doherty , ac t ing pres ident o f L o c a l 2338 
o f the U n i t e d M i n e W o r k e r s o f A m e r i c a whi l e S a m G u t h r i e served h is 
p r i s o n sentence, l ed the graveside service. T h e u n i o n erected a m o n u m e n t 
above M a i r s ' grave that st i l l dominates L a d y s m i t h cemetery. T h e insc r i p ­
t i on reads: 

"Remember me as you pass by, 
"As you are now so once was I. 
"As I am now soon you will be 
"Prepare for death to follow me. 

A mar t y r to the nob le cause — the emanc ipa t i on o f h is fel low m a n . 
Erec ted by his b ro thers o f Distr ic t 28, U M W o f A . 1 3 

T h e r iots p r o d u c e d oppos i te views perhaps best s u m m e d u p by J u d g e 
F r ede r i ck Howay , w h o sentenced the strikers, i n c l u d i n g Ma i r s , who chose 
t r ia l w i thout j u r y , a n d J o h n Wal lace deBeque Farr i s , one o f the lawyers for 
the m ine r s a n d a l e a d i n g L i b e r a l , later the first m in i s t e r o f l abour i n B C , 
then at torney-genera l a n d a senator. 

Sa id Howay : " T h i s was not an ord inary r iot . It was not a sudden ebu l l i ­
t i on o f pen t -up fee l ing but shows a l l down the l ine a de l iberate scheme, a 

1 2 "S t r ike on the Island," Victoria Times Colonist, 23 March 1997; (BC), Royal Com­
mission on Vancouver Island Riots: Claim for damages by Alexander Nei l McK in -
non, B C Archives, G R 518, Box 2, File 34; Ladysmith Chronicle, 11, 25 October 
1913; 4 Apr i l , 25 August, 1, 9 September, 17 October, 17 November 1914; 14July 
1966; Vancouver Province, 2 September, 15 October 1914; Nanaimo Free Press, 9, 
14, 17,25 October 1913. 
1 3 "P r i son Martyr: the death in Oakalla of Joe Mairs," Victoria Times Colonist, 30 
March 1997; Ladysmith Chronicle, 27 January, 8August 1914; "Mairs, Joseph. "Dic­
tionary of Canadian Biography, Volume X I V 1911-1920 (Toronto, 1998). 
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des ign f r o m one e n d to the other . T h e riots at N a n a i m o , S o u t h We l l i n g t on , 
E x t e n s i o n a n d L a d y s m i t h were a l l for one purpose , were s imul taneous a n d 
were ca r r i ed out w i th one l ine o f act ion. Bombs were th rown , p roper ty de­
stroyed a n d peaceful cit izens made to flee for the i r lives a n d a persistent 
state o f t e r r o r i s m . " 1 4 

Farr i s , i n his famous two-hour Address at the L a b o u r T e m p l e F o r u m i n 
V a n c o u v e r i n 1915, after the str ike, ind i c t ed the Conservat ive p r o v inc i a l 
government . "I have a grave charge to m a k e against the g o v e rnmen t . . . I 
leave it to y ou to r each a verdict o f gui l ty o r not gui l ty : T h a t the m ine r s o n 
Vancouve r I s land have been unfa i r ly treated; that there has been a fa i lure to 
enforce the p r o p e r precaut ions for the safety o f h u m a n life i n these mines ; 
that the gove rnment o f this prov ince is respons ib le ; that there has been, 
a n d there is, a b o n d o f sympathy a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g between the coal m i n e 
operators a n d the gove rnment o f this prov ince , w h i c h is a menace to the i n ­
terests o f labour , a n d a c r ime against the coal m ine r s a n d the i r fami l i es . " 
D i sag ree ing w i th J u d g e Howay, Farr i s said that i n Augus t 1913 " h u m a n en ­
durance c o u l d s tand it no l onge r a n d they got m a d . " T h e m e n " h a d become 
so desperate, f r o m the cond i t ions ex is t ing a n d the h i g h - h a n d e d treatment 
they were rece iv ing , that these we l l -known riots s tar ted . " H e b l a m e d the 
coa l compan ies a n d the g o v e rnmen t . 1 5 

Rev. J o h n H e d l e y o f the H a l i b u r t o n Street M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h i n the 
south e n d o f N a n a i m o , where many miners l ived, was s imi la r l y sympathet ic 
to the miners . M e n were arrested o n doubt fu l a n d t r i v ia l charges, he sa id , 
a n d there was a b r eakdown o f r egard for law a n d just ice . " A s far as the m i n e r 
can see the law a n d the admin i s t ra t i on o f law exists solely for the p ro tec t i on 
a n d he lp o f the m i n i n g companies . A l l loyalty to the state must van ish w h e n 
it is r ecogn i zed that the state does not s tand for just ice o r fa ir p lay , " he 
s a i d . 1 6 

I n many ways, as p r o d u c t i o n p i cked u p , the str ike was lost before the r iots 
i n Augus t 1913. T h e riots became the symbol ic t u r n i n g po in t . M a n a g e r 
C o u l s o n , who l ed the oppos i t i on to un i on i za t i on , left C a n a d i a n Co l l i e r i es 
late i n 1913 because o f i l l h e a l t h . 1 7 By the fo l lowing J u n e , the U M W A h a d 
spent we l l over $1 ,000,000 wi thout immed ia te p rac t i ca l result a n d needed 
to e n d the str ike. T h e p rov inc ia l government also wan ted the str ike over. 

P r e m i e r R i c h a r d M c B r i d e c ommun i ca t ed w i th C a n a d i a n Co l l i e r i es o f 
C u m b e r l a n d a n d Ex t ens i on , Pacif ic Coast C o a l M i n e s o f Sou th W e l l i n g t o n 

1 4 Ladysmith Chronicle, 25 October 1913. 
1 5 B . C . Federationist, 21 January 1916. 
1 6 " T h e Labor Trouble in Nanaimo District: A n Address Given Before the Brother­
hood of Haliburton Street Methodist Church, " (undated, but after the riots), by Rev. 
J o h n Hedley, B C Archives, NWp 971.7, H455. 

Cumberland Islander, 6 December 1913. 
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a n d Wes t e rn F u e l C o m p a n y o f N a n a i m o suggest ing it was i n the interests o f 
everyone that the str ike be ca l led off. A f ter discussions, M c B r i d e c o m m u n i ­
cated w i t h str ike d i rec to r F r a n k F a r r i n g t o n the compan ies ' p roposa l to 
r e - employ str ikers "w i thout d i s c r im ina t i on a n d as rap id l y as phys ica l c ond i ­
t ions o f the mines w i l l p e rm i t . " T h e companies also said they w o u l d "so l o n g 
as the best interests o f the propert ies u n d e r the i r c on t ro l may be fully con­
served" no t emp loy new miners u n t i l str ikers h a d been re instated " p r o ­
v ided , however, that i n each a n d every case due r e ga rd be h a d for a p r o p e r 
s tandard o f ef f iciency." T h e companies conceded that the miners h a d the 
r i gh t to j o i n the U M W A " a n d the companies sha l l not d iscr iminate against 
any o f the m e n because o f the i r af f i l iat ion therewi th. T h i s , however, is not to 
be unde r s t ood as a r ecogn i t i on i n any respect by the companies o f the 
U n i t e d M i n e Worke r s o f A m e r i c a . " F a r r i n g t o n , w i th l i tt le ba rga in ing 
power, c o u l d on ly accept. B u t he sought assurance that strikers w o u l d be re­
h i r e d before new mine rs were h i r ed . M c B r i d e t o l d h i m that the companies 
r ep l i ed that r e h i r i n g w o u l d be done i n good fa i th . 

B y any measurement , the p roposed sett lement was a defeat for every­
t h i n g str ived for over a lmost two years a n d o n 20 J u n e 1914 the miners 
voted 1,464 to 206 to reject it. Debate c on t inued . A specia l convent ion o f 
the B C Fede ra t i on o f L a b o u r , at wh i ch G o o d w i n was one o f four delegates 
f r o m the C u m b e r l a n d U M W A loca l , was he ld 13-15 J u l y 1914. By a vote o f 48 
to 36, delegates agreed to a r e f e r endum vote by a l l af f i l iated un ions o n a ca l l 
for a g ene ra l str ike to suppor t the miners . B u t 21 o f the 48 "yes" votes came 
f r om delegates o f s t r i k ing U M W A locals. It was the f our th genera l strike ca l l 
d u r i n g the m ine r s ' str ike. T h e first, for a 24 -hour genera l strike, came at the 
B C F ede ra t i on o f L a b o u r convent ion i n Janua r y 1913 f r om the C u m b e r l a n d 
miners , but it was defeated. T h a t was the first specif ic d e m a n d i n B C for a 
genera l str ike. T h e J u l y 1914 convent ion dec is ion p r o v i d e d for four orga­
nizers to fan out to get suppor t for a genera l str ike. B u t o n 18 Augus t 1914 
the f edera t ion a n n o u n c e d it was not g o ing to give the result o f the vote 
(which, it d isc losed nex t year, h a d been defeated) a n d w o u l d not take any 
act ion. 

T h e str ike was now very clearly over: T h e m ine r s vo ted next day 1,030 to 
363 to accept the sett lement they h a d rejected o n 20 J u n e a n d the strike was 
formal ly ca l l ed of f o n 20 Augus t 1914. P r e m i e r M c B r i d e h a d assured the 
u n i o n ear l i e r : " F r o m my conferences w i th the operators I feel personal ly 
conv inced that they w i l l spare no effort to carry out i n fu l l sincerity the spir i t 
o f these proposa ls , a n d that they have no in t en t i on o f evad ing any th ing fair 
a n d reasonable i n the u n d e r t a k i n g they agree to give i n the event o f such 
proposa ls b e i n g accepted . " W i t h i n months , U M W A leaders accused the com-
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panies o f r eneg ing o n the agreement by h i r i n g new employees i n pre fer­
ence to some s t r i ke r s . 1 8 

Far r ing t on , who started w o r k i n the coa l mines o f I l l ino is i n 1882 at the 
age o f n ine , t o l d in te rna t i ona l pres ident J o h n W h i t e that the outcome " w i l l 
not be satisfactory i n any respect, n o r such as w i l l reward those s p l e n d i d 
m e n for the sacrifices they have made , n o r compensate t h em for the f ight 
they have fought so courageously a n d we l l . " T h e u n i o n was " s u r r o u n d e d by 
a c omb ina t i on o f insurmountab le obstacles that leave us no choice but to ac­
cept terms that are far short o f ou r expectat ions . " However , " the educa­
t i ona l effect o f the str ike a n d the exper i ence ga ined by the m e n invo l ved 
has been such as must eventual ly result i n a bet terment o f the i r c ond i t i on . 
W h i l e , o n the o ther h a n d , the penal ty p a i d by the companies a n d the gov­
e rnmen t for ou r defeat has been so heavy as to m a k e bo th hesitate a n d make 
a reasonable effort to avo id future t rouble w i t h the U n i t e d M i n e Worke r s o f 
A m e r i c a . " 

H e t o l d Wh i t e that he h a d made it c lear to the m iners that the agreement 
"mean t absolutely n o t h i n g for them; that u n d e r the terms submit ted by the 
m i n e owners it was entire ly w i t h i n the hands o f the companies to sift out the 
m e n at w i l l ; I p o i n t e d out the f inanc ia l pos i t i on o f the In ternat iona l U n i o n 
a n d made it c lear to the m e n that it w o u l d be pract ica l ly imposs ib le for us to 
cont inue f inanc ing the str ike m u c h l onger . " H e l is ted these reasons for c on ­
t r i bu t ing most to " o u r f a i lu re " i n the s t r ike : O r i e n t a l l abour ; i m p o r t i n g 
cheap coal f r om New Zea land , Aus t ra l i a , a n d J a p a n ; indus t r i a l depress ion ; 
the p rov inc i a l government w h i c h assisted the companies to break the 
str ike; a n d the use o f a r m e d forces. H e opposed a genera l str ike as imprac t i -
c a l . 1 9 

Rober t Foster, Distr ict 28 pres ident a n d a f o rmer C u m b e r l a n d m i n e r , 
sa id later the str ike was lost because the compan ies got e n o u g h replace­
ments to operate the mines . H e too o p p o s e d a genera l str ike, saying it 
w o u l d not stop the str ikebreakers. " It was imposs ib l e to reach the t h i n g w i th 
a genera l strike or any other k i n d o f s t r ike , " he sa id . Foster said the p r o v i n ­
c i a l gove rnment "establ ished a r i n g o f po l i ce a r o u n d the Vancouve r I s land 
mines , a n d made it imposs ib le for o u r m e n to visit the m e n s h i p p e d i n there 
o r to i n f o r m them o f the cond i t i ons o r what we were f i ght ing for o n V a n c o u ­
ver I s l a n d . " 2 0 

1 8 Wargo, "The Great Coal Strike"; Margaret Ormsby, British Columbia: A History 
(Vancouver, 1958); Ladysmith Chronicle, 11,25 October 1913; 25 August, 1 Septem­
ber, 17 October 1914; Nanaimo Free Press, 14, 17 October 1914; B.C. Federationist, 
17, 24 July 1914; Fernie District Ledger, 22 August 1914. 
1 9 U M W A District 28 Papers, Farrington to White, 19 June 1914. 

2 0 Glenbow Museum and Archives, Calgary, U M W A District 18 Papers, File 23, 12th 
annual convention of U M W A District 18, Lethbridge, Alta., 15-24 February 1915, 
transcript pages 246-7; B.C. Federationist, 21 January 1916. 
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T h e r e m a i n i n g i m p r i s o n e d rioters were re leased very short ly after the 
str ike was ca l l ed off. F a r r i n g t o n had ear l i er rece ived what he ca l led P r e m i e r 
M c B r i d e ' s " s o l e m n p r o m i s e " that i f there was a r e tu rn to work, " h e w o u l d 
set mach ine r y at wo rk to secure the immed ia t e release o f o u r m e n i n p r i s on , 
A n g e l o i n c l u d e d . " 2 1 T h e last m a n to be re leased was Ange l o , o n 25 Septem­
ber 1914, a n d he was immed ia te l y depo r t ed to the U n i t e d States. T h e a m ­
nesty d i d not inc lude A d a m s a n d J a c k s o n who were yet to face t r ia l a n d go to 
p r i s o n fo r d y n a m i t i n g M c K i n n o n ' s house. 

T h e str ike was over. A n d W o r l d W a r I h a d jus t begun . 

Farrington to White, 19 June 1914. 



C H A P T E R F O U R 

T H E WAR BEGINS 

"Your King and Country Need You. We Don't." 

Message from Canadian Pacific Railway Company, 
put in the pay envelopes of single male employees 

in Ottawa, 1915.1 

W O R L D W A R C A M E T O C A N A D A o n a soft summer day i n Augus t 1914. A m i d 
eupho r i a , m e n rushed to enlist. W i t h i n two weeks, more than 100,000 C a ­
nad ians vo lunteered to go to E u r o p e a n d fight the G e r m a n s . W i t h l i t t le 
t r a in ing , a r m e d w i th the in famous Ross r i f le that r epea t ed l y j ammed i n bat­
tle, a n d a first issue o f boots that fe l l apart i n the ra in , they sa i led of f to B r i t ­
a i n . Everyone thought it w o u l d a l l be over by Chr i s tmas . O r soon, anyway. 2 

A m o n g the early C a n a d i a n vo lunteers was Rober t R u s h f o r d o f C u m b e r ­
l a n d , a coa l m i n e r a n d f r i end o f G i n g e r G o o d w i n . R u s h f o r d was a reservist 
i n the B l ack Wa t ch o f Sco t land before he emigra ted to C a n a d a . H e was 
g i ven a hearty send-off o n 21 August 1914, w i th the C u m b e r l a n d News trust­
i n g that he w o u l d " r e t u r n to C u m b e r l a n d v ic tor ious . " B a c k i n Sco t l and he 
j o i n e d the 1st Ba t ta l i on , T h e B lack Wa t ch (Royal H i gh l ande r s ) . H e left be­
h i n d his wife, Jessie, a n d two c h i l d r e n , N a v a a n d J i m m y . N o t l o n g after 
R u s h f o r d left, a daughter was bo rn . Patr iot ica l ly , she was n a m e d Y p r e s after 
the first battle i n B e l g i u m i n the fa l l o f 1914. T h e First Batt le o f Y p r e s h a d 
hard l y b egun w h e n Rush f o rd became a casualty, shot t h r o u g h the l u n g o n 
11 N o v e m b e r 1914. Less fortunate were his two closest f r iends, Pr ivate 
Char l e s M c i n t o s h a n d C o r p o r a l Ernes t Salt. T h e y were k i l l e d before the 
e n d o f 1914. 3 

Cumber l and News, 4 August 1915. 
2 F o r references to Canada and the Wor ld War I see, for example: G.W. Lark in and 
J .P . Matresky, Canada in the Twentieth Century: World War I (Markham, 1987); J o h n 
Swettenham, Canada and the First World War (Toronto, 1969); Patricia Giesler, Val­
our Remembered: Canada and the First World War (Ottawa, 1982); Daphne Read ed., 
The Great War and Canadian Society: An Oral History (Toronto, 1978). 
C u m b e r l a n d News, 12, 26 August, 9 December 1914; 24 February 1915. 
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L a n c e C o r p o r a l R u s h f o r d recuperated i n hosp i ta l i n A lde rsho t , E n g ­
l and , a n d was i n va l i d ed h o m e to C u m b e r l a n d where he received a hero 's 
we lcome o n 4 M a y 1915. S choo l ch i l d r en were g iven the day off. T h e arr iv ­
i n g t r a in was decked i n the U n i o n Jack . T h e West C u m b e r l a n d B a n d 
p layed . T h e r e was a process ion . M a y o r Char l e s P a r n h a m read an exuber ­
ant address o f we lcome: " C u m b e r l a n d is p r o u d o f y ou ; p r o u d o f your associ­
a t ion w i t h a gal lant corps — the B lack Wa tch ; p r o u d o f your cheer fu l 
response to the ca l l o f duty; p r o u d o f y ou r ga l lant conduct i n the face o f the 
enemy; p r o u d o f the b l o o d you have shed i n f i gh t ing y ou r country 's foes, 
a n d p r o u d o f the honourab l e scars y o u carry, a n d we feel it is a great h o n o u r 
to be p e rm i t t ed to we lcome home one who has so val iant ly u p h e l d those 
p r inc i p l e s for w h i c h the who le o f the B r i t i s h E m p i r e , and her ga l lant A l l i es , 
are now c o n t e n d i n g . W h i l e we dep lo re the desperate nature o f y ou r wounds 
a n d you r incapaci ty for fur ther active service, we trust that y ou have st i l l 
many years o f hea l th , s t rength a n d usefulness before you . In a relentless 
struggle, such as is now r a g i n g in E u r o p e , the 'Last Post ' has sounded for 
many ga l lant m e n a n d you w i l l no doubt r ende r sincere thanks to T h e A l ­
migh ty Fa the r for y ou r wonder fu l preservat ion a n d the j o y o f once aga in 
b e i n g r eun i t ed w i th y ou r fami ly . Y o u r recol lect ions o f the enthusiast ic loy­
alty o f C a n a d a , the t h r o b b i n g pat r io t i sm o f the B r i t i s h Isles, the s t i r r i ng 
scenes o f France , the Batt le o f the A i sne , the deso la t ion a n d spo l i a t i on o f 
F landers , may, i n years to come, grow d i m a n d fade f r om your memory , but 
the screech o f shells, the shock o f arms a n d the smoke and d i n o f bat­
t le -wrecked Ypres , w i l l never be forgotten, a n d this F l e m i s h town — o f i m ­
m o r t a l fame — has f i t t ingly g iven a name to the l i t t le g i r l who came into this 
w o r l d wh i l e he r father was bravely s t r i v ing for K i n g a n d C o u n t r y . " 4 

T h e j oyous hero 's we lcome for Rush f o rd c lashed w i th the g r i m news that 
F l e t cher a n d Geo rge E l l i o t t , sons o f Rev. a n d M r s . W i l l i a m El l io t t , m in i s t e r 
o f Grace Me thod i s t C h u r c h i n C u m b e r l a n d , h a d been k i l l e d in the second 
Batt le o f Yp r e s . R u s h f o r d was a m o n g those a t t end ing an overflow congre ­
ga t i on o f the Me thod i s t a n d Presbyter ian churches for a m e m o r i a l to the 
two dead m e n . A few days later, the El l io t ts rece ived a cab legram: T h e r e 
h a d been a mistake. F l e t cher was, after a l l , al ive a n d wel l , though Geo rge 
was i n d e e d d e a d . 5 

Sadly, l i t t le Y p r e s d i e d a m o n t h after he r father r e turned , after a two-day 
i l lness. Because o f his war wounds , R u s h f o r d was unab le to work for a year 
a n d the C o m o x Dis t r i c t Patr io t i c W a r F u n d he l p ed the family out finan­
cial ly. T h e n he became the p rov inc i a l government 's game warden i n C u m -

4 Cumber land News, 5 May 1915. 
C u m b e r l a n d News, 5, 12 May, 2, 9 June 1915. 



Chapter Four 57 

Robert Rushford, volunteer soldier injured early in World War I and later a reluc­
tant BC Provincial Police constable in the search for draft dodgers including 
Goodwin, poses in 1915 with his wife, and children, Nava and J immy, on the porch 
outside their Cumberland home. Cumberland Museum and Archives, CI 92-048. 



58 Fighting For Dignity 

b e r l a n d . 6 In 1918, he was appo in t ed C u m b e r l a n d ' s constable i n the 
P rov inc i a l Po l ice . N o t surpr is ing ly , he was less-than-enthusiast ic w h e n his 
duties r e qu i r ed h i m to search for G o o d w i n a n d o ther draft dodgers . H e 
knew f i rs t -hand what war was about. 

In the coal f ie lds o f Vancouve r Is land, dest i tut ion i n the wake o f the B i g 
Str ike was severe a n d lasted we l l into 1915. T h e r e was not e n o u g h work for 
bo th f o rme r str ikebreakers a n d fo rmer strikers because o f the depress ion . 
C o a l p r o d u c t i o n f r o m C a n a d i a n Co l l i e r i es at its C u m b e r l a n d a n d E x t e n ­
s ion mines d r o p p e d f r o m the a l l - t ime h i g h o f 898,908 l o n g tons i n 1910, 
w h e n D u n s m u i r so ld the mines , to 741,569 tons i n 1912, w h e n the str ike 
started, a n d to 523,947 tons i n 1914 when the strike ended . In 1915, p ro ­
duc t i on fe l l fur ther to 427 ,812 tons. T h e work force o f 1,516 m e n above a n d 
below g r o u n d was 1,003 less than i n 1910. G e n e r a l manage r Wa l t e r 
Cou l son ' s p i t ch to investors o f p r o d u c i n g 2,000,000 tons a year was a disas­
trous p i p e d r e a m . B u t the company ' s expend i ture o f $3 ,500,000 o n m o d ­
e rn i za t i on o n top o f the purchase pr ice o f $11,000,000 p r o d u c e d a debt 
l oad that p r o v ed imposs ib le to sustain. T h i s resul ted i n 1920 i n a massive 
corpora te r eo rgan i za t i on a n d wr i te -down o f assets that a later roya l c o m ­
miss i on j u d g e d was insuf f ic ient even at the t ime. A f ter 1915, the d ep th o f 
the depress ion , p r o d u c t i o n d i d p i ck up , r each ing i n 1919 the sec­
ond-h ighes t a n n u a l total o f 863,418 l ong tons before fa l l ing aga in . 

St r ikers who were active i n the u n i o n , especial ly, were not reca l led to 
work. J o e Nay l o r , the l eader o f the C u m b e r l a n d miners , d i d not get work 
aga in u n t i l the early 1920s. M a n y f o rmer str ikers moved away. T h e B r i t i sh 
gove rnment p a i d the fare h o m e for m iners needed there a n d a large n u m ­
ber took u p the offer. T h e u n i o n c l a imed there was a b lackl is t a n d that c o m ­
panies were b r i n g i n g i n new miners in preference to h u n d r e d s o f f o rmer 
str ikers. T h e r e was no pub l i c social safety net, no u n e m p l o y m e n t insurance, 
a n d no welfare. T h e distress moved even the p rov inc i a l gove rnment to ac­
t i on because peop le were left, l i teral ly , wi thout resources. T h e government 
began s u p p l y i n g f ood to those who a p p l i e d for it. T h e P rov inc i a l Po l i ce i n 
C u m b e r l a n d invest igated 40 destitute famil ies i n Oc t obe r -November 1914 
but there were many more . Work-for-wel fare o n roads was inst igated. 

W h e n re l i e f w o r k for s ingle m e n was w i thdrawn i n the s u m m e r o f 1915, 
G o o d w i n appeared before C u m b e r l a n d counc i l a n d asked it to use its in f lu ­
ence w i th the p r o v inc i a l gove rnment to secure work for the m e n . H e said he 
knew o f m e n who h a d eaten on ly one mea l i n two days. H e d i d not know 
what they m i gh t resort to, a n d he was one o f them, w o r k i n g for re l i e f on the 
roads. It was a d isgrace to human i t y to see s t rong heal thy m e n go id le , he 

C u m b e r l a n d News, 26 May, 2 June 1915; Cumberland Islander 15 June 1915; 20 
May 1916. 
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said. " N o one can p red i c t what m e n w i l l do i n case they go hungry . N o one 
w o u l d l i ke to see anyone do any th ing that was against the law," he sa id . 

M a y o r Char l es P a r n h a m was not sympathet ic a l though c o u n c i l vo ted to 
forward a letter f r o m G o o d w i n a n d others to the p rov inc i a l government . 
P a r n h a m , who w o r k e d th roughout the str ike as a f o reman, sa id c ounc i l 
c o u l d do n o t h i n g . It was overdrawn at the bank, he said. H e asked why rate­
payers s h o u l d suppor t a lot o f s ingle m e n . 

E v e n less sympathet ic was the C u m b e r l a n d Islander that h a d been antag­
onist ic to the str ikers f r o m the start. It c o m m e n t e d ed i tor ia l ly that the m i n ­
ers h a d n o one to b lame but themselves for s tart ing the str ike i n the first 
place, t h en b e ing cast adr i f t by the U M W A . T h e Islander h a d its own so lu t ion , 
i n the second year o f W o r l d W a r I: " T h e ca l l to 'Ha l t , F a l l I n ! ' has been 
s ounded a n d recrui ts are wanted at the front. T h e m e n w h o have t r i ed a n d 
fa i led i n the med i ca l e xam ina t i on have done the i r best. B u t what about 
those w h o have never t r i ed at a l l — those whi te feather m e n consp icuous 
w i th the r e d f lag w h e n the distr ict was p rospe rous . " 7 

T h e white feather was, o f course, the tag o f cowardice. W o m e n p i n n e d 
white feathers o n fit-looking m e n they thought shou ld be fighting at the 
front. T h e object was to pub l i c l y humi l i a t e m e n a n d to shame them into m i l ­
itary ac t ion . A serious mistake occur red i n T o r o n t o after one such episode. 
T h e y o u n g v i c t im r o l l e d u p his trousers to show a n art i f ic ia l leg . H e h a d lost 
his rea l l eg i n batt le. H e was s ixteen years o l d . Pa t r i o t i sm became j i n g o i s m , 
even v i g i l an t i sm . 8 

P r o p a g a n d a posters u r g e d e l ig ib le y o u n g m e n who were slow to v o l u n ­
teer to step forward. " D a d d y , what d i d Y O U d o i n the Grea t W a r ? " asked 
one. T h e qu ick rep ly : " J O I N N O W . " Recrui ters pressed m e n i n the street to 
vo lunteer . Lists o f vo lunteers were pub l i shed i n newspapers. S o o n o ther 
lists appea r ed — o f the dead a n d the w o u n d e d . T h e n the w o u n d e d began 
a r r i v i ng home . T h e e u p h o r i a that m a r k e d the start o f the war began evapo­
ra t ing . So d i d the o p t i m i s m that the war w o u l d soon be over . 9 

U M W A District 28 Papers, Washington, DC ; B C Archives, Cumberland, Provincial 
Police Reports, G R 4 4 5 , Box 15, File 4; Cumberland Islander, 17, 24 July 1915; W.L. 
Coulson report, 31 March 1910, Exhibit 817, (BC), Royal Commission on Coal and 
Petroleum Products, G R 686, Box 11, File 3; and Canadian Collieries Prospectus 5 
May 1910, Buckham Collection, AddMss 436, Volume 32, File 8,; (BC), Royal Com­
mission on Coal and Petroleum Products, Volume 2 (1937) and Volume 3 (1938); 
Annual Reports, Minister of Mines, 1910 onwards. 
8 Cumber land News, 30 September 1914; Read, The Great War and Canadian Society; 
Robin MacDonald, "White Feather Feminism: The Recalcitrant Progeny of Radical 
Suffragist and Conservative Pro-War Britain," Ampersand 1.1 (Fall 1997). 
9 Read, The Great War and Canadian Society. 
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The huge lead, zinc and copper smelter in Trai l , BC , belches its sulphurous smoke 
that kil led vegetation on surrounding hillsides and created a " leading" health prob­
lem for workers. The photographs are approximately contemporaneous with 
Goodwin's time in Tra i l from early 1916 to early 1918. Trail City Archives. 
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Meanwh i l e , s t i l l u n e m p l o y e d one year after the B i g S t r ike ended , a n d 
hav ing d e p e n d e d o n wo rk for welfare, G o o d w i n left C u m b e r l a n d for a 
c o a l - m i n i n g j o b i n M e r r i t t i n the N i c o l a Va l l ey o n the B C m a i n l a n d . A f t e r a 
short t ime, he m o v e d aga in , s i gn ing o n w i th his o l d emp loye r , Crow 's Nest 
Pass C o a l C o m p a n y , this t ime as a dr i ve r at N o . 1 East m i n e i n C o a l C r e ek 
near Fe rn i e . N o . 1 was the biggest o f the company ' s seven ope ra t ing mines 
i n C o a l C r e e k w i th 1,051 workers , 740 o f them u n d e r g r o u n d . G o o d w i n 
agreed to go to work o n 18 December 1915 for $3.03 for a n e i ght -hour 
d a y . 1 0 But , early the nex t year, he ended s ixteen years i n the coa l m ines a n d 
moved to T r a i l i n the West Kootenay where he began his meteor i c trade u n ­
i o n career — a n d his fatal co l l i s i on w i th conscr ip t i on . 

G o o d w i n started i n T r a i l as a sme l t e rman for the C o n s o l i d a t e d M i n i n g 
a n d S m e l t i n g C o m p a n y L i m i t e d (CM&S) , then owned by C a n a d i a n Paci f ic 
Rai lway, a n d k n o w n since 1966 as C o m i n c o L i m i t e d u n t i l 2001 w h e n it 
me r g ed w i th T e c k C o r p o r a t i o n to become T e c k C o m i n c o L i m i t e d . W o r k i n 
the smelter was g r i m a n d the env i r onmenta l damage it caused i n bo th the 
T r a i l area a n d southwards in to the U n i t e d States was ser ious. F. Augustus 
H e i n z started the smel ter i n 1896 to process c o p p e r a n d g o l d f r om the 
b o o m i n g mines at R e d M o u n t a i n i n nearby Ross land . T h e C P R bought the 
smelter i n 1898 and soon l ead and z inc were a d d e d to the ores be ing p r o ­
cessed. C o p p e r a n d z inc were essential ingred ients for she l l casings i n 
W o r l d W a r 1. I n 1916, the smelter was b e com ing the largest me ta l lu rg i ca l 
works i n the wo r l d . It be l ched a n average o f4 ,700 tons o f su lph ides , ma in l y 
s u l p h u r d i ox ide , in to the a i r every m o n t h , k i l l i n g trees a n d o ther vegetat ion 
o n the s u r r o u n d i n g h i l l s . T h e landscape was scorched by ac id r a in . 

Worke rs were cr i t i ca l o f cond i t i ons ins ide the T r a i l smelter . P r o d u c t i o n 
workers put i n a n e i gh t -hour day but mechanics a n d day labourers w o r k e d 
n ine hours . T h e B C L a b o u r Depa r tmen t r epo r t ed a wo rk week o f 56 hours , 
m e a n i n g workers d i d not have regu lar days off. L e a d is a power fu l po i s on 
a n d there were 89 t emporary total disabi l i ty awards for this reason out o f 
208 for a l l reasons by the W o r k m e n ' s C o m p e n s a t i o n B o a r d i n 1918. In ear­
l i e r years, there was no compensa t i on for an indus t r i a l disease l i ke lead p o i ­
son ing . La rge doses o f l ead p roduce sickness a n d dea th a n d smal l e r doses 
affect var ious parts o f the body i n c l u d i n g b l ood , the nervous system, k i d ­
neys, and the reproduct i ve systems o f m e n and w o m e n . Ear l y symptoms 
may inc lude a d r o p i n phys ica l fitness, fatigue, sleep d is turbance , headache, 
a c h i n g bones a n d muscles, s tomach pains, decreased appet i te , a n d ex t reme 
a n d persistent const ipat ion . T h e m a i n hazards i n l ead sme l t i ng are dust 
p r o d u c e d d u r i n g c rush ing a n d g r i n d i n g operat ions a n d fumes a n d ox ides 

1 0 Glenbow Museum and Archives, Calgary, Employment application form, The 
Crow's Nest Pass Coal Co. Limited, C N P Papers, File 502. 
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encounte red i n s in te r ing , blast-furnace r educ t i on , a n d re f in ing . Dust c on ­
t r o l a n d h a n d wash ing are impor tan t deterrents to what was ca l l ed " l e ad -
i n g . " 

T h e T r a i l M i l l a n d Smel te rmen 's U n i o n , L o c a l 105, t o ld the Roya l C o m ­
miss i on o n L a b o u r i n 1913 about l ead p o i s o n i n g p rob l ems . W i t h a sense 
m o r e o f r es ignat ion ra ther than outrage, u n i o n pres ident F r e d P e r r i n sa id : 
"It 's a n indust ry a m a n can' t expect to work at w i thout ge t t ing s ick. " T h e u n ­
i o n asked that the C o m p e n s a t i o n Ac t be a m e n d e d to inc lude smelters a n d 
ref ineries a n d that i ndus t r i a l diseases be p u t o n the same foo t ing as acci­
dents. T h e u n i o n also sought the e ight -hour day for a l l smelter workers . 

" T h e average m a n goes to work at the l ead furnace a n d three mon ths is 
about the average o f what he can s tand , " said u n i o n secretary C o l i n C a m p ­
be l l . " T h r e e mon ths is about the l im i t that most o f t h em w i l l stay there w i th ­
out ge t t ing l eaded . " T h i s app l i ed to 140 m e n out o f the work force o f about 
600. " W h e n they get l eaded they lay off a l l the way f r om three to six weeks 
a n d after they come back to work they last about ano ther six weeks gener­
a l l y , " he sa id . It was "very s e l d o m " that a l eaded wo rke r c o u l d s tand another 
three mon ths emp loymen t . 

L o c a l doc tor W i l l i a m C o g h l i n said he treated fifteen to twenty m e n a 
m o n t h for l ead ing , " some jus t recover ing a n d others jus t c o m i n g i n . " 

C a m p b e l l appea r ed fatalistic when asked what c o u l d be done to prevent 
l ead po i s on ing . " T h e management here does the best they can . S t i l l it 's very 
b a d , " he sa id . M a n a g e m e n t representatives said the c ompany was ins ta l l ing 
new dust -co l l ec t ing mach ine ry to reduce l e ad ing a n d p l a n n e d a wash-up fa­
ci l i ty i n the m i d d l e o f the day before eat ing. 

M a n a g e m e n t was unenthusiast ic about the u n i o n p r o p o s a l to change the 
law to treat i ndus t r i a l diseases o n the same basis as accidents. " It puts the 
m a n i n a pos i t i on to say he's l eaded any o l d t ime he feels l i ke i t , " sa id 
smel ter super in t enden t J a m e s B u c h a n a n . B u t D r . C o g h l i n d ismissed this 
conce rn , saying: " T h e r e isn ' t very m u c h trouble i n d i a gnos ing l ead po i son -
i n g . " 

B u c h a n a n sa id he h a d k n o w n m e n to work for a year w i thout b e ing af­
fected by l ead but " o t h e r fellows can't go near it at a l l . T h e y may be l eaded i n 
one day . " B u t w o r k i n g for one year w i thout b e ing l eaded, he conceded, 
w o u l d be a n excep t i on . 

" A s a genera l ru le , w h e n a m a n is badly l eaded, we try to put h i m some­
where else u n t i l he gets over i t , " B u c h a n a n said. B u t C a m p b e l l pu t it differ­
ently. H e said, "It 's a case o f necessity for t h em to wo rk o n that j o b , or they 
have n o j o b at a l l . Y o u can't get another place for a l l o f t h e m . " 

G e n e r a l manage r Rober t Stewart said that wh i l e some sme l t e rmen 
b o o k e d of f o n Sundays , they cou ld work 30 days w i thout a break. T h e c om­
pany m a d e no p r o v i s i on for " l a y ing of f ' m e a n i n g no days of f o r vacations. 
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A n inc redu lous m e m b e r o f the roya l c o m m i s s i o n asked : " D o n ' t y o u take 
in to cons ide ra t i on the re l i ev ing o f these m e n once i n a wh i l e ? " R e p l i e d 
Stewart: " N o , we haven' t any special a r rangement for i t . " 

T h e B C leg is lature d i d pass the W o r k m e n ' s C o m p e n s a t i o n Ac t o n 31 M a y 
1916 that came in to effect o n 1 January 1917. Suits for damages i n court , 
where the in ju red wo rke r or his estate h a d to prove b lame , were r ep laced by 
no- fault emp loye r - funded compensat ion . It also i n c l u d e d l ead p o i s o n i n g i n 
a schedule o f compensab le indus t r i a l diseases. Pa rke r W i l l i ams , the f o rmer 
L a d y s m i t h coa l m ine r , u n i o n organizer , a n d Social ist m e m b e r o f the legis­
lature, was one o f the three compensa t i on b o a r d c ommiss i one r s . 1 1 

Jeremy Mouat, Roaring Days: Rossland's Mines and the History of British Columbia 
(Vancouver, 1995); Elsie Turnbul l , revised by Jamie Forbes, Trad.. .An Invitation to 
History (Trail, 1987); Elsie Turnbull , Trail Between Two Wars: The Story of a Smelter City 
(Victoria, 1980); First Report of the B C Labour Department, 1918; Second Annual 
Report of the B C Workmen's Compensation Board, 1918; Royal Society of Canada 
Report to Environment Canada "Lead in the Canadian Environment: Science and 
Regulation, 1986"; Encyclopaedia of Occupational Health and Safety, Volume 2, Inter­
national Labour Office, Geneva; BC Archives, (BC) Royal Commission on Labour, 
transcript of hearings, 20 May 1913, G R 684, Box 2, File 8, 317. 
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GOODWIN IN A C T I O N 

"It is the workers themselves that must work out their own emancipation." 

Albert (Ginger) Goodwin, 19161 

GOODWIN'S EARLIEST RECORDED po l i t i ca l activity i n T r a i l was a t t end ing the 
r e o r g a n i z i n g mee t ing o n 13 M a y 1916 o f the Socia l ist Party o f C a n a d a , L o ­
ca l 37, a n d g i v ing a short talk " emphas i z i n g the necessity o f educat ion a n d 
c lear p r o p a g a n d a . " 2 H e must have made a favourable impress i on because, 
two m o n t h s later, the party p i c k e d h i m as its cand idate for the p rov inc i a l 
e l ec t ion o n 14 September 1916. H e was descr ibed as " a m i n e r by trade but 
who has b e e n an employee o f the T r a i l smelter for the past seven months . " 3 

G o o d w i n dec la red flatly that " the interests o f the workers a n d that o f the 
capital ists cannot be h a r m o n i z e d . " 4 N e i th e r the L i b e r a l n o r Conservat ive 
part ies w o u l d be o f m u c h benefit to the workers , he said. I f the workers 
wan t ed a r ea l change, they shou ld vote the Social ist t icket i n Sep tember . 5 

H e drew m i x e d reviews f r o m the press. T h e Ross l and Daily Miner f ound 
G o o d w i n " excep t i ona l l y clever a n d speak ing a l o n g the l ines o f the doc­
tr ines o f the party he represented. . . . H i s address was we l l r ece i ved . " 6 T h e 
T r a i l News r e f e r red to his "c lear-cut m a n n e r " a n d r epo r t ed that he spoke 
" force ful ly a n d d i d not m ince his wo rds . " 7 Yet the Miner r ep r in t ed an o p i n ­
i o n f r o m the far-away V i c t o r i a Daily Times: " A l b e r t G o o d w i n is a y o u n g m a n , 
fu l l o f the vague a n d i r r a t i ona l t h i n k i n g w h i c h passes muster for r e a s o n . " 8 

W h e n the votes were counted , i n c l u d i n g the a r m e d forces overseas, the 
s i t t ing m e m b e r o f the legislature, Conservat ive J a m e s Schof ie ld , was 

1 Western Clarion, July 1916. 
^Western Clarion, June 1916. 
3 Rossland Daily Miner, 18 July 1916. 
4 T r a i l News, 21 July 1916, SPC advertisement declaring Goodwin's candidacy. 
5TrailAtea«, 18, 25 August 1916. 
6 Rossland Daily Miner, 25 July 1916. 
7 T r a i l News, 28 July and 18 August 1916. 
8 Rossland Daily Miner, 1 September 1916. 
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Goodwin speaks. The photograph appears to be from 1916 or 1917. The location is 
not known but the time suggests it was in Tra i l . Cumberland Museum and Archives, 
CI 10-004. 
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re-elected w i t h 626 votes fo l lowed by the L ibe ra l s ' M i c h a e l Su l l i van w i th 
484 a n d G o o d w i n w i th 2 6 2 . 9 W i t h i n T r a i l i tsel f the result was m u c h closer: 
Su l l i v an 319 , Scho f i e ld 239, G o o d w i n 2 1 4 . 1 0 T h e SPC seemed satisfied, de­
c l a r ing that G o o d w i n put u p " a c lean a n d v igorous c a m p a i g n " as the first 
Social ist cand ida te i n the constituency " a n d m u c h cred i t is due to 
Com( rade ) G o o d w i n for the m a n n e r i n w h i c h he conduc ted the fight." 
C r e d i t was also ex t ended to a C u m b e r l a n d f r i e n d o f Goodwin ' s , Peter 
Z a n o n i , f o r his "great assistance" a m o n g the s igni f icant I ta l ian c ommun i t y 
i n T r a i l . 1 1 

G o o d w i n c o n t i n u e d to art iculate his Social ist views i n the Western Clarion. 
I n s t ra ight forward language, he cou ld engage i n M a r x i s t f l ights o f rhetor ic 
but he also s o u n d e d at t imes dreami ly Utop ian . Pe rhaps v i ew ing the exc lu ­
sive r es ident ia l area where managers a n d the i r fami l ies l i ved u p w i n d f r om 
the s u l p h u r o u s smoke that be l ched f r om the T r a i l smelter chimneys, 
G o o d w i n wro te about the economic law o f class: " T h i s gorgeous display o f 
wea l th by those that do not p roduce , before a hal f -starved c ommun i t y o f 
workers mus t arouse a consciousness, m o r e o r less o f the huge amount o f 
wea l th that has been exp l o i t ed f r om the workers i n the past." H e also wrote: 
" Ins tead o f wa i t ing t i l l we are dead, we are b e g i n n i n g to real ize that h a p p i ­
ness can be ga ined here ; instead o f accept ing that everyth ing that falls to 
o u r lot was o r d a i n e d , it has been d iscovered that inte l l i gent act ion by the 
workers c an affect the cond i t i ons o f the i r l ives . " Worke r s must work out 
the i r own e m a n c i p a t i o n a n d the Socialist Party o f C a n a d a was the organ iza­
t i on to carry o n a p r o g r a m o f educat ion, he wrote "As the c ond i t i on o f the 
workers becomes m o r e unbearable , the ca l l for educat i on a n d knowledge 
must o f necessity increase, that the ga l l ing cha ins o f wage slavery, w i th the i r 
a c c o m p a n y i n g ev i l effects o f misery a n d want, insani ty a n d cr ime, may give 
place to a society where slavery is no more , a n d happiness a n d joy , peace 
a n d p lenty , be at the d isposa l o f a l l . T h i s w i l l m e a n 'Soc ia l Sa lvat ion ' , " he 
w ro t e . 1 2 

I n " C i v i l i z a t i o n , " he wrote o f the to l l o f life exacted by industry " for the 
satisfact ion o f its insatiate appet i te . It has made the life o f the worke r a ver i ­
table he l l , des t royed every c h a r m o f his be ing , a n d d ragged the w o m e n a n d 
c h i l d r e n o f h is class into the vortex o f p r o d u c t i o n . " 1 3 

I n " N a t i o n a l i s m a n d In te rna t i ona l i sm, " he wrote o f the " con f l i c t ing i n ­
terests o f the masters o f the di f ferent nat ions that are compet i tors for the 
markets o f the w o r l d i n w h i c h they hope to get r i d o f the wealth extracted 

^Parliamentary Guide, 1917. 
1 0 T r a i l News, 15 September 1916. 
n Western Clarion, October 1916. For Zanoni, see also Chapter 5 note #24. 
12 

Western Clarion, July 1916. 
liWestern Clarion, January 1917. 
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Goodwin lived at the Meakin Hotel at the corner of Cedar Avenue and Spokane 
Street in Tra i l . The hotel, shown here in the early 1900s, opened in 1896 with 24 
bedrooms, offices, and a dining room. It was demolished in 1957. Trail City Archives. 

f r om the wage slaves." So ld iers r e tu rn ing incapaci tated f r om the f i e ld o f 
battle "are left to rustle for themselves" a n d "were it not for the k indness o f 
fr iends they wou ld be left to starve. T h e only l iberty you have u n d e r C a p i t a l ­
i sm is to work for wages when you are wanted (that is w h e n you can be prof i t ­
ably employed ) a n d w h e n the markets have been g lut ted w i th the surp lus 
weal th sto len f r om you , to be thrown out o f work to want for the bare things 
o f life, o r take u p arms and f ight for the oppor tun i t y to d ispose o f his c o m ­
modi t ies you so generously p roduce and tu rn over to h i m . " 

G o o d w i n was quite c lear i n his an t i -mi l i t a r i sm: " O u r efforts must be bent 
to the cause o f our enslavement, cap i ta l i sm; and in that case it prec ludes the 
workers f rom tak ing act ion i n nat iona l wars, that does o f necessity u n d e r ­
m i n e the in te rnat iona l character o f the pro le tar ia t . " Soc ia l i sm was the an­
tithesis o f na t i ona l i sm, he wrote. T h e workers d i d not start W o r l d W a r I. 
" T h e rea l t rouble was that the masters interests were e n d a n g e r e d t h r o u g h 
compe t i t i on w i th each other, and they ca l l ed u p o n the i r slaves to f ight it 
out. A n d that the manufacturers o f armaments wax fat at the large prof its 



68 Fighting For Dignity 

de r i v ed f r o m the sale o f the engines o f des t ruct ion , exp la ins the i r att i tude 
o n war very ab ly , " he s a i d . 1 4 

G o o d w i n sa id the Morgans , Rockefe l lers, a n d Rothsch i lds " w i l l reap the 
v ictory, n o mat ter how the war ends. It w i l l be the law o f concentrat ion o f 
cap i t a l i n t o fewer hands s t rang l ing the life out o f the smal ler capitalists i n 
the process o f c rea t ing a smal ler number , but m o r e power fu l master class, 
t han was b e f o r e . " 1 5 

G o o d w i n t o l d a n audience at the R e x Thea t r e i n Vancouve r that as l o n g 
as the w o r k i n g class kep t i tsel f i n i gnorance o f the facts, it w o u l d be subservi­
ent to the master class. T h e W o r l d W a r was caused by compe t i t i on for mar ­
kets. H e appea l ed to his l isteners to study the s i tuat ion a n d tel l fel low 
workers o f the i r c ond i t i on . O n l y i n this way c o u l d the cause of Soc ia l i sm t r i ­
u m p h . T h e Vancouve r dai ly newspaper World was moved to c omment about 
G o o d w i n : " T h e speaker showed that he h a d acqu i r ed a fund o f knowledge 
o n the subject and , contrary to the tactics o f m a n y Socialists, spoke w i th 
ca lmness a n d re f ra ined f r om abus ing those classes a n d inst i tut ions wh i ch so 
o f ten are the target o f the i l l i terate Soc i a l i s t . " 1 6 

G o o d w i n ' s t rade u n i o n activity grew a n d o n 18 December 1916 he was 
e lected secretary o f the T r a i l M i l l a n d Sme l t e rmen ' s U n i o n , L o c a l 105, a n d 
func t i oned as its business agent. T h e loca l was char tered i n 1905 by the 
Wes te rn Fede ra t i on o f M i n e r s to represent smelter workers . In 1916, the 
WFM c h a n g e d its name to the In te rnat iona l U n i o n o f M i n e , M i l l a n d 
Sme l t e r W o r k e r s to reflect its geograph ica l s igni f icance beyond the west i n 
C a n a d a a n d the U n i t e d States as we l l as its i ndus t r i a l j u r i sd i c t i on represent­
i n g m i l l a n d sme l t e rmen as we l l as ha rd rock mine rs . O r g a n i z i n g efforts by 
G o o d w i n a n d others b rough t the membe r sh ip o f the T r a i l loca l to about 
1,000 o f the 1,500 employees at the smelter. M a n y o f the r e m a i n i n g em­
ployees were mechanics who be l onged to i n d i v i d u a l craft un ions . 

G o o d w i n w o r k e d i n the u n i o n ha l l o n C e d a r Avenue a n d l ived nearby at 
the M e a k i n H o t e l , a three-storey hote l bu i l t i n 1896 for M a r y J a n e M e a k i n , 
who d i e d i n 1901. T h e hotel 's name surv ived u n t i l it was demo l i shed i n 
1957. J a m e s H u r l e y a n d his wife Frances opera ted the hote l f r om 1911 to 
1925. Frances r a n the d i n i n g r oom , w i th four b i g tables, where G o o d w i n ate 
his meals . It was k n o w n as a work ingman ' s hote l a n d a lmost everyone who 
stayed there w o r k e d at the smelter. 7 

U1 Western Clarion, June 1917. 
l5B.C. Federationist, 2 November 1917. 
'Vancouver World, 20 August 1917. 
1 7 Mayse, Ginger; Mike Solski and John Smaller, Mine Mill: The History of the Interna­
tional Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers in Canada Since 1895 (Ottawa, 1985); 
United Steelworkers of America, Local 480, A Time to Remember (Trail, 1976); Tra i l 
News, 16November 1917; Jamie Forbes, Historical Portraits of Trail (Trail, 1980); Pa-
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J u s t over a m o n t h after assuming fu l l - t ime u n i o n leadership , G o o d w i n 
increased his u n i o n stature w h e n he was elected v ice-pres ident (West 
Kootenay ) o f the B C Federa t i on o f L a b o u r as par t o f a slate o f left-wingers 
that i n c l u d e d his o l d f r i end, J o e N a y l o r o f C u m b e r l a n d , who was e lected 
pres ident . N a y l o r was st i l l unab le to get wo rk i n the coa l mines after the 
1912-14 B i g St r ike a n d a l l that kep t h i m o n Vancouve r I s land was the 
U n i t e d M i n e Worke r s o f A m e r i c a t ak ing h i m o n as a par t - t ime o rgan i ze r . 
G o o d w i n ' s trade u n i o n career rose further st i l l w h e n he was elected p res i ­
dent o f the T r a i l T rades a n d L a b o u r C o u n c i l and , f r om A p r i l u n t i l S ep t em­
ber, he was also pres ident o f M i n e M i l l ' s D is t r i c t 6, cover ing its locals i n the 
Kootenays . 

S o o n G o o d w i n was engaged i n a l ively exchange o f co r respondence w i t h 
the smel ter company ' s assistant manager , Se lwyn Blay lock, who h a n d l e d l a ­
b o u r re lat ions. Letters show G o o d w i n was clear a n d firm wi th smel ter m a n ­
agement , not deferent ia l . B lay lock was also firm a n d c o u l d be paternal is t ic , 
even petulant . G o o d w i n r a p p e d the c ompany for v io lat ions o f the 
e i gh t -hour workday i n February 1917: " T h e r e is a penalty i m p o s e d u p o n 
those that do not c omp l y wi th the law, but we feel that y ou shou ld have the 
oppo r tun i t y to remedy the gr ievance before t ak ing the case any fur ther . " 
B lay l ock r ep l i ed that the matter was cor rec ted i n one work area before 
G o o d w i n ' s letter a r r i ved and he p r o m i s e d to l ook into hours at the c o p p e r 
re f inery " a n d we w i l l see that the sp i r i t as we l l as the letter o f the law is l i v ed 
u p to . " C l ear l y annoyed by Goodw in ' s b luntness, B lay l ock added : " I f any o f 
o u r w o r k m e n not ice any such i r regular i ty i n the future, I hope that it w i l l be 
b r ough t to ou r at tent ion i n a courteous way, a n d not be a c compan i ed by a 
threat o f p rosecut ion i n the Courts , before it is f ound out whether o r no t we 
are u n w i l l i n g to observe the law." 

B u t the c ompany quick ly sent a letter to its lawyers i n Ne l s on , C h a r l e s 
Rober t H a m i l t o n a n d E d m u n d C a r l y o n Wragge , ask ing for a n o p i n i o n o n 
its ob l i ga t i on to observe the e i ght -hour workday law. H a m i l t o n r e p l i e d that 
the law d i d not app ly to the h a n d l i n g o f bl ister copper , fine copper , l ead 
b u l l i o n , a n d p i g lead. W h e n G o o d w i n c o m p l a i n e d aga in i n J u n e that cop ­
pe r ref inery m e n were w o r k i n g b eyond e ight hours — by ha l f a n h o u r — 
B lay lock p o i n t e d to a notice posted a few days before the letter say ing no 
m a n was r equ i r ed to work beyond e ight hours . T h i s not ice was despi te 
H a m i l t o n ' s wr i t t en o p i n i o n about copper . 

I n early A p r i l , M i n e M i l l ' s Distr ic t 6 p r oposed to C M & S that workers at a l l 
its smelters a n d mines get a 50-cent dai ly pay raise a n d vo luntary checko f f 
o f u n i o n dues. T h e company r esponded that it h a d "contracts w i th b o t h the 

tricia Wejr and Howie Smith, Fighting for Labour: Four Decades of Work in British Co­
lumbia 1910-1950 (Victoria, 1978); T ra i l Daily Times, 7 August 1957; Charles Goad 
fire insurance plan for the city of Tra i l , 1918. 
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The company store in Trai l , owned 
by Consolidated Mining and 
Smelting Company, was opened in 
1917 with support from the Tra i l 
M i l l and Smeltermen's Union, Lo­
cal 105, during a period of rapid 
inflation. Known as the Retail De­
partment of CM&S , it is shown 
here in 1920. It operated until 
1951. Trail City Archives. 

T r a i l a n d Ross land loca l u n i o n s " a n d to ld federal l abour depar tment m e d i ­
ator, J o h n M c N i v e n , that it feared a str ike. " L a b o u r seems to have c o m ­
plete ly lost its h ead , " wrote m a n a g i n g d i rec tor James J . W a r r e n . Despite his 
pess im ism, a wage increase was negot iated wi thout a strike but the company 
successfully resisted the un ion ' s request for dues checkoff. 

T h e cor respondence shows the f oundat i on for the d isagreement that l ed 
to the str ike later i n the year over the e i gh t -hour workday: the two sides dif­
fered sharp ly o n whether there was a contract at T r a i l . T h e company said an 
ag reement reached o n 27 J u n e 1916 at T r a i l was " for the dura t i on o f the 
war . " G o o d w i n said " there is no agreement between this u n i o n and the 
C o n s o l i d a t e d C o . " Unfor tunate ly , the 1916 letters that wou ld clarify this is­
sue do not survive ve rbat im, a l though parts o f them were quoted in extant 
letters f r om 1917. T h e negot iat ions ca r r i ed out th rough these 1916 letters 
were not d rawn up as a contract between u n i o n a n d company . T h e only 
k n o w n r e m a i n i n g r e co rd o f the 1916 sl iding-scale wage agreement ac­
cepted by the employees appears i n the T r a i l News o f 30 J u n e 1916 but it 
does not m e n t i o n the du ra t i on o f the agreement . T h i s was an i m p r o v e d of-
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fer over a company wage scale effective 1 M a y 1916, w h i c h also made no ref­
erence to the l eng th o f contract . 

T h e con fus ion appears to have occur red this way: O n 5 M a y 1916 C M & S 
sent a letter to employees w i t h a new wage scale retroact ive to 1 M a y " f o r the 
du ra t i on o f the W a r " but this was rejected 500-to-17 by the employees . A f t e r 
med i a t i on u n d e r M c N i v e n , the company wrote to h i m ag ree ing to the i n ­
creased offer a n d c onc luded , " E x c e p t as mod i f i ed by this letter, the scale 
made effective o n M a y 1 st, 1916, sha l l p reva i l . " T h e u n i o n took the pos i t i on 
that there was n o spec i f ied l eng th o f contract i n the second offer; the c o m ­
pany p o i n t e d back to its 5 M a y 1916 letter, dea l ing w i th the first offer, a n d 
said the agreement was i n effect for the war. 

W a r r e n , meanwhi l e , wrote i n conf idence to federa l L a b o u r M i n i s t e r 
T . W . C ro the r s saying that the company cou ld not dea l w i t h the u n i o n o n a 
distr ict-wide basis. T h e distr ict officials were be ing "un f r i end l y a n d un f a i r , " 
he said, a n d the u n i o n was " t r y i n g to take advantage o f the necessity for 
metals for m u n i t i o n s purposes to get a complete h o l d o n the l abor s i tuat ion 
i n the southern in te r i o r o f B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a . " H e also wrote : "Pe rsona l l y , I 
bel ieve i n U n i o n s a n d that we shou ld have one bo th here a n d i n Ross l and , 
but w h e n the U n i o n attempts to cont ro l the who le s i tuat ion, it must be 
checked, or the country w i l l go to the dogs. " 

T h e wage increase o f 15 cents above the 25 cents a day ear l i e r o f fered by 
the company , a n d a s l i d ing scale based o n the pr ice o f l e ad that c o u l d take 
this to 50 cents, was s p u r r e d by the rap id l y increas ing cost o f l i v i ng . W h i l e 
pr ices r e m a i n e d a lmost u n c h a n g e d u n t i l the e n d o f 1915, they j u m p e d 
e ight p e r cent i n 1916, more than 18 per cent i n 1917 a n d 13 Vz p e r cent i n 
1918. T h i s s p u r r e d l abour unrest general ly i n C a n a d a as workers t r i ed to 
keep u p w i th in f la t ion . In T r a i l , there was the unusua l instance o f the u n i o n 
s u p p o r t i n g a c ompany store. A l t h o u g h the u n i o n expressed reservat ions as 
early as M a r c h 1917, b o t h sides reached a n agreement for a c o m p a n y store 
by J u l y over protests f r o m loca l storekeepers who d e n i e d they were p ro f i ­
teer ing . G o o d w i n wrote that a company store "has been accepted by the U n ­
i o n m e n t h r o u g h a r e f e r endum vote. T h e bal lot was strongly i n favor o f the 
p roposa l a n d the m e n are anx ious that the store be started as soon as poss i ­
b le . T h e y don ' t want to be h e l d u p any l onger is the cry o f the m e n a n d a l l 
c once rned . " T h u s began T h e C o m p a n y Store, also ca l l ed the Re t a i l Depar t ­
ment o f C M & S , that was to last u n t i l 1951. 

W h i l e pr ices soared, so d i d prof its. In the years l e ad ing u p to W o r l d W a r 
I, C M & S net a n n u a l prof i ts were about $300,000 but this soon j u m p e d to 
close to $1,000,000 a n d for the year ended 30 Sep tember 1917, net pro f i t 
was $1 ,076,828. T o t a l d i v idends p a i d out were handsome , r i s i ng f r o m 
$464 ,376 at the b e g i n n i n g o f the war to $ 1,047,745 at the end . W a r t i m e ex­
pans i on o f the smelter , especial ly the process ing o f l e ad a n d z inc , boosted 
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assets to $17,099,923.04 f r o m $9,355,302.02 i n 1914. D u r i n g the war, the 
c ompany s u p p l i e d the I m p e r i a l M u n i t i o n s B o a r d w i th 22,356 tons o f z inc, 
39,606 tons o f l ead a n d 6,831 tons o f copper . Ev en after the war, for the 15 
mon ths e n d e d 31 December 1919, net prof i t was $976,065.13 , assets were 
$19,866,738.64 a n d d i v idends were $1,315,462.50. T h e n meta l pr ices 
d r o p p e d to pre-war levels a n d wages were cut i n 1920 by 12'/2 p e r cent. 

I n Augus t 1917, the e i gh t -hour workday a n d the d i spu t ed existence o f a 
l abour contract at the smel ter surfaced aga in as issues w h e n carpenters 
s topped w o r k i n protest at w o r k i n g Sundays. T h e carpenters were a m o n g 
several h u n d r e d mechanics a n d day labourers w h o w o r k e d a n i n e - h o u r day. 
T h e y be l onged to di f ferent un i ons than M i n e M i l l . B lay l ock to ld J a m e s 
G r a h a m , l oca l secretary o f the U n i t e d B r o t h e r h o o d o f Carpente rs a n d 
Jo ine r s , that: " A l l agreements, wage scales, etc. between this C o m p a n y a n d 
its U n i o n employees are m a d e between the M i l l a n d Sme l t e rmen ' s U n i o n 
a n d the C o m p a n y . These agreements also cover a l l n o n - U n i o n m e n , o r 
m e n not b e l o n g i n g to the M i l l a n d Smel termen 's U n i o n . T h e scale o f wages 
a n d hours o f wo rk for a l l classes o f l abor emp l oyed i n a n d about the smelter 
has been agreed u p o n between the M i l l a n d Smel te rmen 's U n i o n , by w h o m 
the carpenters were represented , for the du ra t i on o f the W a r . " 

W h i l e i n this instance B lay l ock said the company h a d an agreement w i th 
a u n i o n , he t ended to recognize un ions (or not) as it sui ted c ompany p u r ­
poses. I n M a y 1916, for examp le , he to ld T h e Daly R e d u c t i o n C o m p a n y 
L i m i t e d i n Hed l ey , BC, that: " W e have, however, flatly refused to recognize 
the Wes te rn Fede ra t i on o f M i n e r s o r the i r officials, as such . " A t the same 
t ime, he t o l d his super in tendent o f the K imbe r l e y m ine , J . K . C r a m , that he 
d i d not "care to change the system o f dea l ing w i th committees o f o u r own 
employees . " 

B lay lock , however, f requent ly d i d business w i th u n i o n officials a n d con­
s idered that the c ompany h a d a b i n d i n g agreement at the T r a i l smelter w i th 
the u n i o n for the d u r a t i o n o f the war. In the case o f the smelter carpenters, 
discussions were h e l d w i th M i n e M i l l that resul ted i n a compromise . 
B lay lock agreed to cut out a l l work possible o n Sundays. I f Sundays were 
wo rked , the carpenters c o u l d get another day of f d u r i n g the week. Perhaps 
most s igni f icant ly , the e i gh t -hour workday was i m p l e m e n t e d — o n S u n ­
d a y s . 1 8 

1 8 U M W A District 28 Papers, Washington, D C ; B C Archives, Cominco Papers, 
AddMss 15, also AddMss 2500 Volume 40 Box 8 (profits); Mary McRoberts, "The 
Routing of Radicalism — The 1917 Cominco Strike,"The Ascendant Historian, 3 
(1985); Stanley Scott, "A Profusion of Issues: Immigrant Labour, the World War, 
and the Cominco Strike of 1917," Labour/Le Travailleur, 2 (1977); Stuart Jamieson, 
Times of Trouble: Labour Unrest and Industrial Conflict in Canada, 1900-66 (Ottawa, 
1968); Forbes, Historical Portraits of Trail; Annual Reports, B C Minister of Mines. 
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Meanwh i l e , as the wheels g r o u n d o n for a n inevi table c lash i n late 1917 
between u n i o n a n d company over the e i gh t -hour workday at the T r a i l 
smelter, the E u r o p e a n war c louds settled over the C a n a d i a n po l i t i ca l l a n d ­
scape a n d d r o p p e d the most divisive domest ic issue o f W o r l d W a r I — con ­
scr ip t i on . 

A stagger ing 94 pe r cent o f y oung C a n a d i a n m e n who reg is tered for c on ­
scr ip t i on , as r equ i r ed u n d e r the M i l i t a r y Service Ac t , sought to avo id a rmy 
service. T h e r e were 401,882 registered conscr ipts a n d 379,629 o f t h em 
sought e x e m p t i o n . N o r was the desire to avo id consc r i p t i on l im i t ed to Q u e ­
bec, as m i g h t be (and popu la r l y st i l l is) supposed to be the case. I n Quebec , 
115,000 o f the 117,000 conscripts d i d seek e x e m p t i o n . B u t i n O n t a r i o , so 
d i d 118,000 o f 125,000; i n BC, 12,824 o f 15,821 conscr ipts d i d not want to 
f i gh t . 1 9 G i n g e r G o o d w i n was in p lenty o f company . B u t he was di f ferent i n 
one impo r t an t respect: H e publicly opposed war o n political g rounds . 

A t the front, the oppos ing armies h a d d u g themselves i n a n d for three 
years h a d fired bullets a n d bombs at each o ther w i thout m u c h g r o u n d 
c h a n g i n g hands . F resh suppl ies o f manpower were needed because v o l u n ­
tary r e c ru i tment was not enough . T h e federal gove rnment l ed by the C o n ­
servative P r i m e M in i s t e r , S i r Robert B o r d e n , dec ided that conscr ipts w o u l d 
augment vo lunteers . It was a dec is ion that p r o voked w idespread po l i t i ca l 
dissent, especial ly i n Quebec where there were an t i - consc r ip t i on riots, a n d 
it l ed to a b i t ter federa l e lect ion i n the last m o n t h o f 1917. O p p o s i t i o n 
leader S i r W i l f r i d L a u r i e r opposed conscr ip t i on but his L i b e r a l party was 
split . C a n a d a was a country d i v ided . 

T h e B C Fede ra t i on o f L a b o u r convened a specia l c onven t i on i n Sep tem­
ber 1917 to protest conscr ip t ion . Delegates ca l l ed for a genera l str ike that 
was a p p r o v e d by locals but there were so many abstent ions as to quest ion its 
genera l acceptance. It was never imp l emen t ed . L a b o u r dec i d ed to r u n 
ant i - conscr ip t i on candidates at the genera l e lect ion. G o o d w i n t o l d the con ­
ven t i on that c onsc r i p t i on meant life o r death to the workers who shou ld not 
conc lude that because the conscr ip t ion law h a d been passed, that it w o u l d 
become effective. H e p r om i s ed to do a l l i n his power to prove to workers 
that war was none o f the i r bus iness . 2 0 

In the trenches, the t ide finally began to tu rn i n favour o f the A l l i es . C a ­
nad ians were v ic tor ious at V i m y R idge i n A p r i l 1917 where B r i t i s h and 
F r e n c h armies h a d fa i led. Bu t the cost i n h u m a n terms was steep. By the 
war's end , C a n a d a h a d sent 418,052 troops overseas o f w h o m 56,638 were 
k i l l ed . T h e n u m b e r o f combatant deaths f r om a l l countr ies has been pu t at 

1 9 H . A . C . Machin, Director of the Military Service Branch, final report 1 March 
1919, i nJ . L . Granatste inandJ.M. Hitsman, Broken Promises: A History of Conscription 
in Canada (Toronto, 1977); Canadian Annual Review, 1917. 
2 0 B . C . Federationist, 7 September 1917. 
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Selwyn Blaylock (left), assistant general manager of the Tra i l smelter until 1919, 
then general manager, always head of labour relations, sits next to the visiting 
Prince of Wales, later (briefly) K ing Edward VIII, during royal visit in 1926. Others 
(to the prince's left) are James Buchanan, T.W. Bingay, the Duke of Kent and 
George Murray. Trail City Archives. 

9,700,000. B u t even that death tol l f r om four years o f war pa l ed before the 
in f luenza p a n d e m i c that lasted less than one year i n 1918 and 1919. It 
k i l l e d 21 ,640,000 peop le . T h e C a n a d i a n in f luenza death to l l has been put 
as h i g h as 50,000. 

A l s o overseas, i n what was arguably the most impor tan t single event o f 
the 20th century, the Bo lshev iks (later ca l l ed Commun i s t s ) snatched power 
i n Russia f r om the p rov i s i ona l government o f A l e x a n d e r Kerensky o n 7 N o ­
vember 1917. C z a r N i cho las n h a d abdicated ear l i e r i n 1917 in favour o f the 
p rov i s i ona l government . T h e C o m m u n i s t s w i thdrew Russia f rom W o r l d 
W a r I a n d the country spl it i n a c iv i l war between the Reds and the Whites . 
Western countr ies , i n c l u d i n g Canada , sent t roops to side w i th the Whites. In 
T r a i l , Se lwyn Blay lock, the assistant genera l manage r o f the smelter, was 

2lGuinness Book of World Records, 1993 (New York, 1992); Encyclopedia of British Co­
lumbia (Madeira Park, 2000); The Canadian Encyclopaedia, Second Edition, Volume 
11,1988 (Edmonton, 1988). The figure for the number of Canadian war dead is from 
Sir Andrew Macphail , Official History of the Canadian Forces in the Great War 1914-19: 
The Medical Services (Ottawa, 1925). Other references give varying and slightly 
higher figures. 
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elected pres ident o f the loca l b r a n c h o f the W i n the W a r League , a na t i ona l 
p ro - consc r i p t i on g roup . H e was also a capta in i n the reserve m i l i t i a , the 
T r a i l C o m p a n y . 

Bus inessmen N o b l e B i n n s o f T r a i l a n d W i l l i a m R. B r a d e n o f Ross l and 
were chosen to be the members o f L o c a l T r i b u n a l N o . 30 (Ross land a n d 
T ra i l ) , one o f the loca l t r ibunals across C a n a d a that dec ided o n app l i ca t i ons 
for e x e m p t i o n f r om conscr ip t i on . B i n n s j o i n e d B lay lock o n the executive 
commit tee o f the W i n the W a r League . T h e y b o t h be l onged to the T r a i l 
B o a r d o f T r a d e , o f w h i c h B i n n s was pres ident . S t i l l , B i n n s c o u l d show a n i n ­
dependen t streak. CM&s m a n a g i n g d i r ec to r James W a r r e n dec la red i n early 
Oc tobe r 1917 that the company w o u l d app ly for e x e m p t i o n f r o m conscr ip ­
t i on for a l l its workers . H e said they were serv ing their country i n what was 
real ly a m u n i t i o n s p lant " a n d a i d i n g i n the prosecut ion o f the war j u s t as 
m u c h as i f they were a r m e d a n d i n the t renches. " B i n n s pub l i c l y d isagreed . 
H e d i d not cons ider Warren ' s c i r cu la r wo r th the paper it was wr i t t en o n . 
T h e M i l i t a r y Service Ac t w o u l d be fully ca r r i ed out w i th fairness to the c o m ­
pany a n d the m e n , he said. T h e r e was no b lanket e x e m p t i o n for smel ter 
workers . E . L . Newcombe, deputy min i s t e r o f just ice i n Ottawa, agreed w i th 
B i n n s . 2 2 

T h e M i l i t a r y Service Ac t p r o v i d e d e ight g rounds for e x e m p t i o n . I l l 
hea l th o r in f i rmi ty was the most frequently c i ted g r o u n d by po tent ia l c on ­
scripts. It was a measure o f the p o o r state o f people 's hea l th i n C a n a d a that, 
a c co rd ing to one report , med i ca l boards e x a m i n e d 361,605 m e n a n d f o u n d 
181,229 o f t h em physical ly unf i t for service i n the field.23 O t h e r g rounds for 
e x e m p t i o n i n c l u d e d impor tance o f c o n t i n u i n g emp loymen t for w h i c h the 
e x e m p t i o n app l i cant was special ly qua l i f i ed . Consc i ent ious object ion re­
qu i r ed a re l i g ious p r o h i b i t i o n — no he lp for atheists l ike G o o d w i n . C l e rgy ­
m e n c o u l d c l a i m a n ex empt i on . 

G o o d w i n at tended his last conven t i on o f M i n e M i l l Distr ic t 6 i n Sep t em­
ber 1917 w h e n he dec l ined n o m i n a t i o n for pres ident a n d was succeeded by 
M a r c u s M a r t i n o f Ne l son . T h e conven t i on aga in ca l l ed o n the p r o v in c i a l 
gove rnment to requi re a n e i gh t -hour workday for everyone e m p l o y e d i n 
a n d a r o u n d smelters. W i t h a n eye elsewhere, the u n i o n p r oposed G o o d w i n 
for deputy m in i s t e r i n the new labour depar tment be ing created by the BC 
government . L a b o u r counci ls i n Vancouve r a n d V i c t o r i a suppor t ed h i m . 
T h e post, however, went to federa l gove rnment med ia tor , J o h n M c N i v e n , 
i n December 1917. 

Goodw in ' s pe rsona l a m b i t i o n resul ted i n the D o m i n i o n Execut ive C o m ­
mittee o f the Social ist Party o f C a n a d a , i n c l u d i n g p r o m i n e n t l abour l eader 

22 

Tra i l News, 14 September, 5, 12 October, 2 November 1917; Rossland Daily Miner, 
10 October 1917; Nelson Daily News, 15 October, 2 November 1917. 

Macphail , Official History of the Canadian Forces in the Great War. 
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Goodwin rides a horse with Kootenay officers of the International Union of Mine, 
Mi l l and Smelter Workers, formerly Western Federation of Miners, before May Day 
Parade in Tra i l in 1917. Pacific Tribune. 

J a c k Kavanagh , re fus ing to renew his membersh ip . T h e executive stated 
" that any i nd i v i dua l a t t empt ing to enter po l i t i ca l life as a lackey o f the pres­
ent po l i t i ca l parties is unf i t to h o l d membe r sh ip i n the SP of c . T h a t the ac­
t ion o f A . G o o d w i n in a l l ow ing his name to be used as a candidate for 
Deputy M in i s t e r o f L a b o r i n B C , a n d his acceptance o f the candidature by 
the absence o f any pub l i c r epud ia t i on p laced h i m in the pos i t ion above 
stated." By the fo l lowing spr ing , Goodw in ' s $3 dues were accepted a n d he 
was back in the party, w i th Kavanagh m a k i n g the mo t i on to re-admit h i m . 
N o exp l ana t i on was pub l i shed for the change o f m i n d . T h i s was the second 
t ime G o o d w i n had r u n afoul o f the often doc t r ina i re SPC. In early 1915, the 
party 's B C Execut ive C o m m i t t e e d e m a n d e d the re instatement (presumably 
after expuls ion ) o f G o o d w i n , as wel l as J o e Nay l o r a n d Peter Z a n o n i , 2 4 be­
cause they "have not, i n ou r o p i n i o n , v io la ted any clause o f the party plat­
f o rm i n stat ing 'that the commod i t y struggle was part o f the class struggle ' . " 
T h e c ommod i t y struggle meant strikes a n d so this indicates that G o o d w i n 
had been opposed by the Impossibi l ist fact ion o f the SPC that d ismissed 

2 4 Peter Zanoni was a Cumberland miner at No. 7 Mine, where Naylor had also 
worked. Zanoni was evicted by Canadian Collieries from his company house early in 
the Big Strike: BC Archives, G R 1946, File 6. 
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strikes as c ommod i t y struggles. C lear ly , G o o d w i n saw strikes as par t o f the 
class s t rugg l e . 2 5 

T h e issue o f the e i gh t -hour workday for a l l CM&S smel ter workers was 
presented squarely for negot ia t ion i n m id -Oc t obe r 1917. B u t b e h i n d 
Goodw in ' s back, loca l u n i o n pres ident J a c k M c K i n n o n engaged i n uno f f i ­
c i a l c ommun ica t i ons w i th Blay lock, as one surv iv ing letter shows. I n a 
hand-wr i t t en letter to B lay lock dated 5 J u l y 1917, M c K i n n o n h a d this to say 
to his boss: " R e ou r conversat ion yesterday dea l ing w i th the wages o f c on ­
crete m e n a n d straw bosses I have n o t h i n g more that I c an say that w o u l d 
further e xp l a in to y ou the ac t ion o f the u n i o n i n d ea l i ng w i th the matter as 
c o m m u n i c a t e d to y ou by Secretary G o o d w i n a n d any th ing that I c o u l d say 
w o u l d be as I have a lready exp l a ined to y ou i n ou r conversat ion w o u l d only 
be as an i nd i v i dua l . As the u n i o n have [sic] taken o n this mat te r a n d as the i r 
present officer I have to ab ide by the i r instruct ions. I f however the i r [sic] is 
some po in t i n connec t i on w i th this matter that y ou w ish to go fur ther in to 
w i th the executive officers o f the u n i o n before you reply to the c o m m u n i c a ­
t i on received f r o m the u n i o n I w i l l notify the o ther officers o f the u n i o n or 
y o u can notify Secretary G o o d w i n a n d w h i c h ever one y ou notify we w i l l ar­
range to meet y ou i f you so desire. I a m wr i t i n g y o u this note as a n 
exp l a ina t i on [sic] as to why I d i d not go u p to y o u r office a[s] suggested i n 
o u r conversat ion. As y o u know that me go ing to y o u r office to ta lk over mat­
ters whether they h a p p e n to be u n i o n affairs o r not m[a]y be l o o k e d u p o n 
w i th susp ic ion by my own fel low m e n a n d as one officer I a m g o i n g to try a n d 
avo id such i f I can. 

" T h a n k i n g y ou for past favors a n d cons idera t ion i n my efforts o n beha l f 
o f the u n i o n . " Interest ingly, less than three months later, M c K i n n o n re­
s igned as u n i o n pres ident after the c ompany p r o m o t e d h i m to shift boss at 
the sme l t e r . 2 6 

T h e u n i o n became embo ldened by ba rga in ing successes d u r i n g 1917, 
not the least o f w h i c h was w i n n i n g the e i gh t -hour workday o n Sundays for 
carpenters at the T r a i l smelter . I n September , hours were s imi la r l y r educed 
for a l l smelter workers at the G ranby Conso l i da t ed M i n i n g a n d S m e l t i n g 
C o m p a n y i n nearby G r a n d Fo rks — the biggest c o p p e r p r o d u c e r i n BC — 
where the workday h a d been n ine hours . 

A l l un i ons w i th members at the T r a i l smelter d e c i d ed that everyone 
s h o u l d be treated equal ly. T h e approx imate l y 1,150 p r o d u c t i o n workers 
h a d the e ight -hour workday but about 450 t radesmen such as carpenters 
a n d br icklayers, the ir he lpers , and day labourers , pu t i n n i n e - h o u r days. Be ­
cause the t radesmen be l onged to the i r own craft un ions , a l l u n i o n s dec i d ed 

2 5 Ne l son Daily News, lOSeptember 1917; Western Clarion, 1 March 1915; November 
1917; Apr i l 1918. 
26 

Cominco Papers; Tra i l News, 5 October 1917. 
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that there s h o u l d be a c o m m o n app roach t h r o u g h the T r a i l T r ades a n d L a ­
b o u r C o u n c i l , a n d G o o d w i n was elected counc i l pres ident . T h e c ounc i l 
c o m m u n i c a t e d its p r oposa l to B lay lock o n 19 Oc tober a n d asked that it be 
i m p l e m e n t e d o n 1 Novembe r . 

" O n beha l f o f the l oca l un i ons aff i l iated w i th the T rades & L a b o r C o u n c i l 
o f T r a i l , we are p r esen t ing to you a request for the g r an t ing o f the 8 h o u r 
day for a l l employees i n a n d a r o u n d the Smelter . T h i s quest ion has been 
recogn i zed by the employers o f labor a n d it seems that it is on ly a mat ter o f a 
short t ime u n t i l it becomes law i n the prov ince o f B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , " l abour 
c ounc i l secretary M o r t o n B r o w n wrote to Selwyn B lay l ock o n 19 October . 
H i s last statement was to prove prophe t i c , but the leg is lated e i gh t -hour day 
w o u l d not be pu t in to effect for smelter workers u n t i l 1 A p r i l 1919. 

T h e company ' s rep ly was clear and the d ie was cast: It w o u l d no t recog­
n ize the l abour c ounc i l as represent ing the un ions to w h i c h the smelter 
workers be longed . " A s a l l o u r agreements re wages, hours , etc. have been 
made w i th the T r a i l M i l l a n d Smel termen 's U n i o n r epresen t ing a l l classes 
o f l abour i n the p lant , a l l questions re la t ing to any changes des i r ed i n these 
matters shou ld be b r ough t u p th rough that o rgan i za t i on , " B lay l ock r ep l i e d 
o n 23 October . 

B r o w n restated the pos i t i on o f the labour counc i l o n 25 Oc tober : "I have 
been requested to state that the quest ion o f the 8 h o u r day be deal t w i th 
t h r o u g h the T rades a n d L a b o r C o u n c i l . T h e U n i o n s have a l l expressed 
the i r wi l l ingness for to [sic] fol low this course. T h e M i l l a n d Sme l t e rmen ' s 
U n i o n have [sic] also d e c i d ed that as they do not represent a l l the members 
o f the o ther U n i o n s , that the only way was for the quest ion to be taken u p 
t h r o u g h the commi t t ee o f the T rades a n d L a b o r C o u n c i l w h i c h are dele­
gates f r om each u n i o n that is effected [sic] w i th the gr ievance . " 

B lay lock answered o n 27 October : "I not iced that y o u say that the U n i o n s 
have a l l expressed the i r wi l l ingness to have the T rades a n d L a b o u r C o u n c i l 
dea l w i th this matter . However , as a l l ou r wages a n d agreements are made 
w i th the M i l l a n d Sme l t e rmen ' s U n i o n , I do not feel that we are i n a pos i t i on 
to dea l w i th your L a b o u r c ounc i l o n these matters. " T h a t was the last wr i t ten 
exchange between the two sides r e ga rd ing the e ight -hour workday issue 
that was qu ick ly to l ead to the first str ike at the smelter. 

Sudden ly , a new issue arose: G o o d w i n protested the company ' s c o m p u l ­
sory checkof f o f a day's pay once a m o n t h for the Sme l te rmen 's W a r F u n d . 
"I a m instructed to i n f o r m y o u that i f the patr io t ic money is taken out o f the 
men 's envelopes o n nex t pay day, the m e n w i l l refuse to work the fo l l ow ing 
day, " he wrote to B lay l ock o n 30 October . " I f you can assure the u n i o n that it 
w i l l not be deduc ted any m o r e it w i l l avo id any stoppage i n the ope ra t i on o f 
the Sme l t e r , " he added . B lay lock , who h a d ear l ier refused the u n i o n p ro ­
posa l for vo luntary checko f f o f u n i o n dues, reacted by letter o n the same day 
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to G o o d w i n . Worke rs w h o d i d not w ish to contr ibute c o u l d op t out, or any 
ten employees cou ld ca l l a mee t ing a n d have subscr ipt ions channe l ed 
t h r o u g h the bank. "I a m ins t ruc t ing a l l f o r emen that m e n may not be fired 
because they w i l l not subscribe to the Patr io t ic F u n d , " he t o l d G o o d w i n . 
T h i s , c learly, i m p l i e d that there h a d been a threat o f d i smissa l for not con ­
t r i bu t ing to the patr io t ic fund . B lay lock also wrote : " W h i l e the C o m p a n y 
has no r i gh t to force m e n to subscribe to the Patr io t ic F u n d , I feel that this is 
a mat ter for each i n d i v i d u a l for himsel f , w h i c h he may do w i thout fear o f 
mo les ta t i on . " Sme l t e rmen dec ided o n 3 N o v e m b e r to m a k e the i r W a r F u n d 
contr ibut ions at the bank. 

Meanwh i l e , the m o m e n t u m for the e i gh t -hour workday con t inued . T h e 
c ompany sought he lp f r o m the M i n e M i l l u n i o n head office i n Denve r to 
avo id a str ike but the u n i o n loca l d i d not acknowledge that there was an 
agreement i n effect. A strike, however, was not g o i n g to occur at a good t ime 
for the sme l t e rmen . T h e company h a d recently cut back sh ipments o f lead 
f r om mines because o f a r educ t i on in orders f r om the I m p e r i a l M u n i t i o n s 
B o a r d . I n the b igger p ic ture , there was a major wave o f strikes f r o m 1917 to 
1920 th roughout C a n a d a that i n t u r n was par t o f a n in t e rna t i ona l insur ­
gency affecting a l l indust r ia l i z ed nat ions, fue l led by the rap id l y r i s ing cost 
o f l i v ing . I n T r a i l , the str ike vote was he ld o n 12 N o v e m b e r a n d app rov ed by 
352 votes to 42 . W h y approx imate l y 1,200 workers d i d not vote has not 
been e xp l a in ed . Fur the r talks p roved futi le. B o t h sides drew the i r l ines i n 
the p rove rb i a l sand. 

T h e str ike by 1,600 workers , w h i c h also i d l e d several thousand miners , 
began o n 15 N o v e m b e r 1917 — the first str ike to close the smel ter and , as it 
t u r n e d out, the last str ike for 47 years. T h e day before the str ike began, 
M i n e M i l l p res ident Char l e s M o y e r issued a n o p e n letter f r o m Denve r ap­
pea l i ng to the loyalty o f a l l m e n i n the U n i t e d States a n d C a n a d a who 
w o r k e d i n a n d a r o u n d copper mines , mi l l s a n d smelters to assure m a x i ­
m u m p r o d u c t i o n . H e said " on l y i n cases where a n emp loye r may be so u n ­
fair, unjust a n d unpat r i o t i c as to deny the appeals o f ou r gove rnment i n this 
h o u r o f its great need, that the quest ion o f a str ike be cons ide r ed at a l l . " 
M o y e r asked u n i o n members "to comp ly w i th the r equ i r ement o f this proc ­
l ama t i on so as to avo id d o i n g any th ing at this t ime that may in jure the case 
for human i t y for w h i c h ou r country is now wag ing battle for the c o m m o n 
peop l e o f a l l nat ions o f the ear th . " T h e appea l h a d no effect i n T r a i l where 
coppe r was processed but, more signi f icantly, l ead a n d z inc. 

B o t h G o o d w i n and B lay lock addressed the workers o n the first day o f the 
str ike. B lay lock asked th em to r e tu rn to work, of fered a rb i t ra t i on , a n d said 
i f the a rb i t ra t i on result was i n their favour the c ompany w o u l d pay over t ime 
for the ex t ra h o u r f r om then u n t i l the date o f the award. T h e m e n refused 
saying the u n i o n h a d a lready g iven the c ompany 24 hours not ice o f the 
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Smelter workers in Tra i l on strike in November 1917 head to the baseball park for a 
mass meeting. Trail City Archives. 
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str ike a n d a fur ther extens ion o f 15 hours . A l m o s t immediate ly , the issue o f 
c onsc r i p t i on was injected into the str ike by a false news repor t o r i g i n a t i n g i n 
the V i c t o r i a Daily Colonist w h i c h said the str ike was i n protest against the 
M i l i t a r y Service Ac t that o rde r ed consc r ip t i on . T h e newspaper r epor t was 
r ound l y d ismissed by a l l concerned , i n c l u d i n g Blay lock, who sa id there was 
not the sl ightest t ru th to it. It may have been the on ly po in t o n w h i c h there 
was u n a n i m i t y i n the strike. T h e str ike i tse l f r e m a i n e d so l id a n d peaceful 
th roughout . 

F o r G o o d w i n , there was sad news f r om Y o r k s h i r e about his father. Wa l t e r 
G o o d w i n was admi t t ed to West R i d i n g L u n a t i c A s y l u m i n Wake f i e ld o n 17 
N o v e m b e r 1917 suffering f r om seni le dement ia . O n admiss i on to the m e n ­
tal hosp i ta l he was descr ibed as "restless a n d exc i t ed i n his manne r , unab le 
to keep s t i l l . " H e never left the hosp i ta l . 

I n C a n a d a , the stage was be ing set for conscr ipts — a n d for G i n g e r 
G o o d w i n personal ly . T h e M i l i t a r y Service Ac t made a l l m e n aged 20 to 45 
l iable for conscr ip t i on and G o o d w i n , now 30 years o ld , was i n the first g r o u p 
to be ca l l ed u p . T h e act r equ i r ed po tent ia l so ldiers to present themselves 
for m e d i c a l e xamina t i on . G o o d w i n went to N e l s o n , probab ly i n October , 
where the M e d i c a l B o a r d was compr i s ed o f three loca l doctors serv ing i n 
the C a n a d i a n A r m y med i ca l corps: Ma j . L o r r i s E . B o r d e n , c h a i r m a n , a n d 
L ieuts . W i l l i a m H . W i l s o n a n d M . J . V i g n e u x . T h e y p laced h i m i n Category 
D — t empora r i l y unf i t but subject to r e - examina t i on later. T h e o ther cate­
gories were A — combatant service, overseas; B — non-combatant service, 
overseas; C — non-combatant service, h o m e ; a n d E, rejected. 

B u t o n 26 N o v e m b e r 1917 (according to the B.C. Federationist o f 14 De ­
cember 1917) — j u s t 11 days after the start o f the first-ever smel ter str ike 
that G o o d w i n was l ead ing — he received a te l egram o r d e r i n g his med i ca l 
r e - examina t i on i n N e l s o n " f r om one o f the members o f the t r i b u n a l , " the 
ident i ty o f w h o m has never been made k n o w n . 

T h e te l egram came six days after P r i m e M i n i s t e r S i r Rober t B o r d e n is­
sued a na t i ona l statement saying that m e n i n Goodw in ' s category — D — 
w o u l d not be ca l l ed u p at this t ime. B o r d e n said i n Ot tawa o n 20 Novembe r : 
" It is on ly m e n who have been i n c l u d e d w i t h i n Category A who can be ca l l ed 
out for active service i n the trenches. T h e need at present is for infantry to 
serve at the front. As m e n c o m i n g i n the categories B , C , D , E are not cons id ­
e r ed suitable for this service, there is no l i k e l i h o o d o f the i r b e i n g draf ted. 
T h e best service w h i c h they can give to the state is i n C a n a d a ra ther than at 
the f ront . " It was no wonde r that Goodw in ' s f r iends saw the d e m a n d for his 
med i ca l r e - examina t i on as more than a l i t t le suspic ious. 

T h e T r a i l M i l l a n d Smel termen 's U n i o n , L o c a l 105, protested the m e d i ­
ca l reca l l at a mass mee t ing o n 29 N o v e m b e r a n d passed a r eso lu t i on saying 
Goodw in ' s services "are most essential to the we l l be ing o f o u r o rgan i za -
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t i o n " a n d asked that he be granted e x e m p t i o n to l ook after u n i o n business. 
A p u b l i c statement was issued by the u n i o n saying: "As a result o f the str ike 
here , cer ta in inf luences are at work to force M r . G o o d w i n into mi l i ta ry ser­
vice, w i thout any attempt to cons ider the c ircumstances. M r . G o o d w i n , o n 
his o w n behalf , filed a c l a i m for e x e m p t i o n , o n the g r o u n d o f b e ing phys i ­
cal ly unf i t , a c o n d i t i o n i n w h i c h he has been for several years." T h e te l egram 
o r d e r i n g his med i ca l r e - examina t i on ind i ca t ed a n in t en t i on " u n d e r any c i r ­
cumstances, to pu t G o o d w i n i n Class A , " sa id the u n i o n . 

T h e B.C. Federationist sa id b lunt ly that " the who le t h i n g opens out a n d 
displays the hands o f those desirous o f d i spos ing o f G o o d w i n by fair means 
o r f o u l . " West coast l abour leader a n d p r o m i n e n t Social ist, W i l l i a m A r t h u r 
P r i t c h a r d , who knew G o o d w i n , dec la red flatly later: " T h e management 
contac ted the draft b o a r d a n d had G o o d w i n ca l l ed back for fur ther e x a m i ­
n a t i o n where he was classed as A . " D i c k M a r s h a l l , one o f the strike leaders 
a n d a key o rgan i ze r o f the I ta l ian workers at the smelter, sa id the same. 
M a r s h a l l , assistant secretary o f the u n i o n , re la ted events this way i n 1919: 
" N o w the first t ime he went to Ne l s on , BC, for his e xamina t i on he went 
t h r o u g h a n d finally the b o a r d put h i m i n Class ' D ' a n d after he come f r o m 
the T r i b u n a l Off ice the pres ident o f the loca l a n d the genera l manage r 
there a n d he says, 'We l l G o o d w i n what class d i d they pu t you in? ' 'Class D , ' 
he sa id a n d the genera l manager he sa id I a m g o i n g to repea l [sic - appeal?] 
that case, ' Y o u are g o i n g to the front, G o o d w i n a n d I w i l l he lp make you go.' 
So finally a week o r two afterwards two weeks afterwards the case came u p 
a n d m e a n t i m e we ca l l ed a genera l str ike for e i ght -hour day. N o w when the 
str ike h a d been ca l l ed three days, A lbe r t G o o d w i n got a te legram f r om N e l ­
son ; the c ompany lawyer was o n his t r i buna l , so he got a te legram to go to 
N e l s o n a n d be e x a m i n e d again, so he went to N e l s o n a n d instead o f Class 
' D ' as before they pu t h i m ' A -2 ' . " M a r s h a l l then went o n to say that G o o d w i n 
d e c i d e d to appea l a n d the u n i o n h e l d a b i g mee t ing where the str ikers 
passed a reso lu t ion c l a i m i n g an e x e m p t i o n f rom conscr ip t i on for h i m . M a r ­
shal l d i d not identi fy the "p res ident o f the l o c a l " but it was J a c k M c K i n n o n 
at that t ime. H e d i d not identify the " genera l manage r " o f the smelter: 
J a m e s W a r r e n was the m a n a g i n g d i rector , o r genera l manager , but Selwyn 
B lay l o ck was the assistant genera l manage r i n charge o f l abour re lat ions 
a n d i n l 9 1 9 h e became genera l manager . A l s o un iden t i f i ed by M a r s h a l l was 
the " c o m p a n y lawyer o n his t r i buna l . " It was E d m u n d C a r l y o n Wragge who 
h a d j o i n e d N e w t o n Wo lve r ton o f N e l s o n , a businessman, as the 
two-member consc r ip t i on exempt i on t r ibuna l i n Ne l son . Wragge was a dec­
o ra t ed ve teran o f the Sou th A f r i can (or Boer ) W a r a n d a pub l i c i z ed d o n o r to 
the N e l s o n b r a n c h o f the C a n a d i a n Patr io t ic F u n d . H e was also the law part ­
ne r o f Cha r l e s Rober t H a m i l t o n who h a d p r o v i d e d the legal o p i n i o n to 
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C M & S o n the appl icab i l i ty o f the e i ght -hour workday law i n B C to the T r a i l 
smelter . 

G o o d w i n presented h imse l f for r e - examina t i on a n d the N e l s o n m e d i c a l 
b o a r d b u m p e d h i m u p to Category A — fit for f i gh t ing i n the trenches. T h e 
M i l i t a r y Service Ac t pu t the onus o n those c l a i m i n g i l l hea l th to p rove the i r 
case o n the ev idence o f a family doc to r o r a doc tor who knew the app l i c an t 
for at least a year. T h e med i ca l r epor t h a d to be exhaustive a n d go in to de­
tails o f defective organs. A c c o r d i n g to one newspaper account, this was not 
done i n Goodwin ' s case. Because a l l the consc r ip t i on records have been de­
stroyed (as we shal l see), the actual state o f Goodwin ' s hea l th c an on l y be 
g l i m p s e d v ia anecdota l ev idence f r o m lay persons and by inference. Sev­
e ra l contemporar i es (and at least one newspaper report ) were c lear that he 
suffered f r om stomach ulcers. Specu la t i on that he also suffered f r o m tuber­
culosis w o u l d appear u n f o u n d e d . Sure ly doctors w o u l d not categor ize as fit 
for f i gh t ing i n a war a m a n who h a d T B ? A n d r e w Wa ld i e , a n account ing c l e rk 
at C M & S who boa rded at the M e a k i n H o t e l , sa id G o o d w i n was " a very, very 
sick m a n " w i th ro t ten teeth who ha rd l y ever ate a decent mea l . J e a n L e t che r 
was a 15-year-old g i r l w h e n G o o d w i n stayed w i th he r fami ly i n C u m b e r l a n d 
i n early 1918 whi l e ba t t l ing conscr ip t i on . She reca l led he h a d "beaut i fu l r e d 
h a i r " a n d was "very s l i m . " A s for Goodw in ' s hea l th , she sa id : " O h , he was a 
sick m a n . It was someth ing to do w i th his s tomach. H e cou ldn ' t keep any­
t h i n g o n it. H e h a d a n ulcerated s tomach but he also h a d s ome th ing else. 
M o t h e r was fussy about the dishes. M y mo the r catered to his s tomach w i t h 
a n a l l -m i l k d ie t . " U n i o n leader W .A . P r i t c h a r d said G o o d w i n was c lassi f ied 
D — temporar i l y unf i t — because o f s tomach trouble . 

Whatever a i l ed G o o d w i n , however, was not sufficient to stop h i m p l a y i n g 
soccer. I n J u l y 1917, he p layed centre forward i n a p i c k u p game i n T r a i l for 
the Th is t l es against the A l l Whi tes a n d set u p a goa l "after a b r i l l i an t p iece o f 
p lay , " r epor t ed the Ross land Daily Miner. T h e game was descr ibed as "fast 
a n d some good play was wi tnessed. " H e was also fit enough to referee a soc­
cer game i n T r a i l " a n d he h a n d l e d the game we l l . " A n unda t ed t eam p h o t o 
indicates that G o o d w i n was p l ay ing regular ly i n T r a i l i n e i ther 1916 or 
1917. 

W h i l e G o o d w i n bat t led conscr ip t i on , m e d i a t i o n attempts i n the smel ter 
str ike by M c N i v e n , by W i l l i a m A r m s t r o n g , who was brief ly a o n e - m a n roya l 
c ommiss i on o f inqu i ry , a n d by the Assoc iated Boards o f T r a d e (ABT) were 
not successful. A r m s t r o n g , as we l l as M c N i v e n , c onc luded i n early D e c e m ­
ber that there was a n agreement i n effect for the du ra t i on o f the war at the 
smelter . A r m s t r o n g advised the m e n to r e t u r n to work a n d use the i r i n f l u ­
ence to get the p rov inc i a l e i gh t -hour workday law a m e n d e d to cover a l l 
workers a r o u n d smelters. (A rmst rong c o u l d not have k n o w n how correct his 
advice w o u l d t u r n out to be: T h e L a b o u r Regu l a t i on Ac t was a m e n d e d by 
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Goodwin played soccer in Tra i l . He is in the front row, second from left, in this Tra i l 
team that competed in the West Kootenay Football League. Interestingly, back row 
left is Tra i l M L A James Schofield, the club president. The two men contested the 
1916 provincial election in Tra i l constituency with Schofield winning re-election. 
The photo is likely from 1916 when Goodwin first moved to Tra i l . T om Routledge 
identified Goodwin and the other team members in an interview with the 
now-defunct Beaver Creek and Salmo Bulletin in 1970 and provided this photo­
graph. Routledge is the goalkeeper (dark shirt, back row). He starred for Nanaimo 
Football Club that won the Canadian soccer championship in 1923 and 1927. Trail 
City Archives. 

the legis lature the f o l l ow ing sp r ing and the e i ght -hour workday for a l l 
workers i n a n d a r o u n d smelters was made effective o n 31 M a r c h 1919. CM&S 
in t r oduced it the next day). Bu t a mo t i on to take a r e f e r endum vote o n a re­
t u r n to work was defeated at a mass meet ing o f the str ikers. A c ompromise 
suggested by the A B T — that the m e n re turn to work w i th the company con ­
c ed ing the e i gh t -hour day p e n d i n g a dec is ion by a conc i l i a t i on board — was 
accepted at a mass mee t ing o n 24 November , but the company rejected it. 

F r e d Starkey, a N e l s o n m i n i n g b roke r and real estate m a n who was pres i ­
dent o f the ABT , gave this view o f the thorny issue o f the a l leged c on t i nu ing 
l abour agreement : " O n e t h i n g I a m certa in o f is that the m e n as a whole are 
sincere i n the ir be l i e f that there is no such agreement. It is a surpr ise to me 
that an agreement i n p r o p e r f o rm was not f ramed and submi t ted to the i n -



Chapter Five 85 

t e rnat iona l u n i o n . F a i r Wage Of f icer M c N i v e n a n d A l f r e d B o r d s e n , repre ­
sent ing the in t e rna t i ona l u n i o n , take the view that the series o f letters 
consti tute the d i sputed agreement . " A n ABT commit tee sa id i n a r epor t that 
the sme l t e rmen "were not we l l adv ised when they fa i l ed to accept the offer 
o f M r . B lay lock , assistant genera l manager o f the smelter , to pay th em the 
same wage for e ight hours as for n ine hours work i f the conc i l i a t i on b o a r d 
dec ided that they were ent i t led to the e i gh t -hour day. T h i s offer h a d to be 
accepted before the furnace fires were drawn, a n d the m e n h a v i n g refused 
to depar t f r om the i r att i tude appear to have a l lowed the psycho log ica l mo ­
men t for ob ta in ing the i r demands to pass. It is be l ieved that any conc i l i a ­
t i on b o a r d w o u l d have conceded the e i ght -hour day to the 450 o r 500 m e n 
who c l a imed to be ent i t l ed to i t . " 

Moye r , the in te rna t i ona l un ion ' s pres ident , a p p o i n t e d W i l l i a m 
Dav idson o f New Denver , BC, a n d Bo rdsen , f r om Grea t Fal ls , M o n t . , b o t h 
members o f the In te rnat iona l Execut ive B o a r d , to investigate the str ike. O n 
16 December they sent a letter (publ i c i zed the next day) to the T r a i l M i l l 
a n d Sme l te rmen 's U n i o n saying the T r a i l T rades a n d L a b o u r C o u n c i l h a d 
no author i ty u n d e r several sections o f the const i tut ions o f b o t h the M i n e 
M i l l u n i o n a n d the A m e r i c a n Federa t i on o f L a b o r to negot iate w i th the 
c ompany o r to ca l l a str ike. U n i o n members at nearby mines h a d been pu t 
out o f work, " caus ing u n d u e h a r d s h i p . " T h e y c onc luded that the counc i l ' s 
str ike ca l l was un lawfu l a n d cou ld not be endorsed o r r ecogn i zed by the i n ­
te rnat iona l u n i o n . T h e y dec lared the company " f a i r " a n d adv ised members 
to go back to work . O n 19 December , the Ross land M i n e r s U n i o n appea l ed 
to sme l t e rmen to obey the r e commenda t i on . W i t h every h a n d t u r n e d 
against them, the str ike commit tee to ld a mass mee t ing o n 20 December 
that it w o u l d be folly to cont inue, a n d the sme l t e rmen dec i d ed to ca l l of f the 
str ike. H u n d r e d s o f m e n lost the ir jobs , b lame b e i n g a p p o r t i o n e d between 
d e c l i n i n g demands for war mater i e l a n d a b lackl is t . T h e ac t i on by Dav id son 
a n d B o r d s e n was endorsed i n January 1918 by M i n e M i l l ' s Execut ive B o a r d 
i n Denve r w h i c h labe led the strike " i l l e ga l a n d unwise " a n d re fe r red to the 
"as in in i t y [sic] o f the T r a i l l oca l . " M o y e r said later that, " T h e ac t ion taken by 
the T r a i l loca l was not only a v i o la t i on o f the laws o f the In te rnat iona l , but 
pract ica l ly a conspiracy, ha tched a n d put into execut ion before the officials 
o f the In ternat iona l were i n f o rmed that a str ike was con temp la t ed , i n fact, 
the u n i o n acted first, then not i f ied the In ternat iona l officers a n d asked for 
the i r endorsement o f a n i l l ega l act." G o o d w i n said the m e n were d r i v en 
back to work by hunge r (there was no str ike pay) a n d by the c ompany c l a i m 
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that there was a n agreement for the du ra t i on o f the war that h a d never been 
r ecogn i zed by the u n i o n . 2 7 

T h e str ike over, G o o d w i n con t inued his battle against conscr ip t i on . A f ter 
h is t reatment at N e l s o n , he took his case to the Ross l and -T ra i l E x e m p t i o n 
T r i b u n a l N o . 30 c l a i m i n g that he was physical ly un f i t a n d that his u n i o n 
needed his services, e i ther o f wh i ch , i f accepted by the t r ibuna l , were 
g rounds for e x e m p t i o n u n d e r the M i l i t a r y Service Ac t . Goodwin ' s judges at 
the b o a r d were his po l i t i ca l , economic , a n d social opposites a n d adversar­
ies: N o b l e B i n n s a n d W i l l i a m B r a d e n were bo th i n favour o f conscr ip t i on . 
B i n n s was a p i l l a r o f the T r a i l c ommun i t y . H e was a f o u n d i n g a l d e rman 
(counci l lor ) o f the city a n d was mayor i n 1902. A furn i ture storeowner a n d 
under take r , he was the po l i ce magistrate, pres ident o f the B o a r d o f T r a d e 
a n d pres ident o f the West Kootenay L i b e r a l Assoc ia t ion . B r a d e n owned a 
grocery store i n Ross l and a n d was pres ident for several years o f the 
Ross l and Conservat ive Assoc ia t ion. B o t h m e n b u r i e d the i r past po l i t i ca l 
di f ferences a n d j o i n e d together to suppor t the p ro - consc r ip t i on Un ion i s t s . 
G o o d w i n , o f course, h a d r u n as a Social ist i n the 1916 BC e lect ion i n T r a i l , 
o p p o s e d the war, a n d frequent ly d e r i d ed bo th the Conservat ives a n d L i b ­
erals. Ou ts ide Quebec , L ibe ra l s j o i n e d P r i m e M i n i s t e r Borden ' s Conserva ­
tives i n the p r o - consc r i p t i on coa l i t i on u n d e r the U n i o n i s t label . 

I n the federa l e lec t ion o f 17 December 1917, the Un ion i s t s r o l l e d to a 
massive 153-to-82 v ictory by constituencies. B u t the p o p u l a r vote was close 
a n d showed how d i v i d e d the country real ly was — 841,944 votes for the 
Un i on i s t s a n d 744 ,849 for the L ibera ls who r e m a i n e d w i th S i r W i l f r i d 
Laur i e r , who s u p p o r t e d Canada ' s war effort but d i d not believe conscr ip­
t i on was necessary for v ictory. In BC, L a b o u r candidates fared poor l y o n a 
p l a t f o rm o f abo l i t i on o f pro f i t m a k i n g , no conscr ip t i on , decent payments to 
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soldiers a n d dependents , a n d no pro f i t ee r ing i n war suppl ies . I n Goodw in ' s 
const i tuency o f Kootenay West, N e l s o n A i d . I r v in A u s t i n po l l ed 1,399 votes 
for L a b o u r c o m p a r e d w i th 5,377 votes for i n cumben t Conservat ive (now 
Un ion i s t ) MP, Rober t G r e e n . T h e L i b e r a l cand idate received 1,735 votes. 

B i n n s a n d B r a d e n rejected Goodwin ' s appea l against conscr ip t i on . 
G o o d w i n cha l l enged their dec is ion but o n 20 J a n u a r y 1918 the loca l A p p e a l 
T r i b u n a l j u d g e , Ya l e County C o u r t J u d g e J o h n B r o w n o f G r a n d Forks , who 
h a n d l e d a l l the appeals f r om L o c a l T r i b u n a l N o . 30 (Trai l ) , t u rned h i m 
down. E v e n i f G o o d w i n h a d kept his i n i t i a l category D status, the future 
w o u l d have been bleak for h i m because he was subject to r e - examina t i on . By 
the s p r i n g o f 1918, nearly a l l t empora r i l y - exempted m e n were be ing ca l l ed 
u p . B i n n s a n d B r a d e n , at the b e g i n n i n g o f M a y 1918, reca l led 37 m e n g iven 
D category status the previous fa l l a n d immed ia te l y r evoked 23 e x e m p ­
tions. T h e o ther 14 only got t emporary extensions " to ar range matters so 
that they can j o i n the co lours . " S t i l l , Goodwin ' s change f r o m D to A a n d los­
i n g his e x e m p t i o n appea l i n January effectively r emoved h i m f r o m u n i o n 
activity i n T r a i l . 

G o o d w i n a t tended his last u n i o n func t i on at the e n d o f Ja nu a r y 1918 as a 
delegate to the B C Federa t i on o f L a b o u r convent i on . H e was a m e m b e r o f a 
f ederat ion commit tee that cons idered the p rob l ems o f the r e tu rned so l ­
diers a n d discussed them w i th representatives o f the serv icemen i n c l u d i n g 
Sgt. A . E . Lees, secretary o f the Grea t W a r Veterans Assoc ia t ion i n B C . S o o n 
en ough Sgt. Lees w o u l d have harsh comments to make about G o o d w i n . 
T h e commit tee r e c o m m e n d e d a n d the federat ion agreed to find ways a n d 
means o f e n s u r i n g that d isab led or p ens i oned soldiers w o u l d not be preyed 
u p o n by employers d i s c r im ina t ing against t h e m because o f d isabi l i ty . 
G o o d w i n favoured the commit tee mee t ing r e tu rned soldiers themselves. 
H e dec l i n ed a n o m i n a t i o n for pres ident o f the federat ion a n d took a leave 
o f absence f r o m the T r a i l M i l l and Sme l te rmen 's U n i o n . Peter B o l a m took 
his p lace. 

G o o d w i n took his conscr ip t i on appea l a l l the way to the top, get t ing fresh 
med i ca l reports f r om doctors i n Vancouver . T h e final arb i ter was L y m a n 
Poore Duff , a just ice o f the Supreme C o u r t o f C a n a d a who was appo in t ed 
u n d e r the M i l i t a r y Service Ac t as the C e n t r a l A p p e a l J u d g e i n Ottawa. D u f f 
was a f o rmer V i c t o r i a lawyer a n d B C Supreme C o u r t j udge . In a few months , 
he d ismissed Goodwin ' s appea l against consc r ip t i on . A f ter his stint as the 
C e n t r a l A p p e a l J u d g e , Du f f r e tu rned to the S u p r e m e C o u r t o f C a n a d a a n d 
destroyed the conscr ip t i on records. H e said he was g lad he b u r n e d the re­
cords because o f the div is ions that consc r ip t i on h a d caused to na t i ona l 
unity . E . L . Newcombe , then deputy min i s t e r o f just ice a n d later a S u p r e m e 
C o u r t o f C a n a d a col league o f Du f f s , b u r n e d a l l the records he kept as cha i r ­
m a n o f the M i l i t a r y Service C o u n c i l w h i c h superv ised the M i l i t a r y Service 
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Act . D u f f s b i og rapher , D a v i d R i c a r d o W i l l i ams , writes: " B o t h m e n , b o t h 
honourab l e m e n , be l ieved they h a d acted i n the na t i ona l interest by deny­
i n g future researchers the oppor tun i t y o f ascer ta in ing the t r u t h . " It may, 
however, be a rgued that the del iberate des t ruct ion wi thout any po l i t i ca l o r 
l ega l app rova l o f such h is tor ica l records was a d i shonourab le act, even i f 
made by honourab l e m e n . T h e absence o f documenta t i on has left fert i le 
g r o u n d for susp ic ion a n d speculat ion . Obv ious quest ions r e m a i n unanswer­
able. Na t i ona l l y , f ina l consc r ip t i on f igures showed 401,882 m e n reg is tered 
o f w h o m 379,629 sought e x e m p t i o n a n d 222,364 got it w i th 112,625 r u l e d 
unf i t . A t the l oca l A p p e a l T r i b u n a l level, 120,448 cases were h e a r d a n d ex­
empt i ons were g ranted to 65,224. D u f f h imse l f dealt w i th 42,300 cases a n d 
he dec la red 17,140 m e n exempt . I n the end , only 24,132 conscr ipts actual ly 
fought i n F r a n c e . 2 8 In contrast, i n BC, w i th a popu l a t i on o f less t h a n 
450 ,000 , the response for vo lunteers i n the early years o f the war was phe ­
n o m e n a l — 55 ,570 m e n j o i n e d vo luntar i l y , w i th 43,202 serv ing overseas, 
6,225 o f t h em be ing k i l l e d a n d 13,607 i n j u r e d . 2 9 G o o d w i n never r e tu rned 
to T r a i l . H e went back to C u m b e r l a n d where he p r e p a r e d his final appea l 
against consc r ip t i on . H e tu rned to his o l d comrades at the Vancouve r 
T rades a n d L a b o u r C o u n c i l appea l i ng for suppor t o n the g r o u n d o f his u n ­
i o n activity. " M y c l a i m is that o f b e ing a n of f ic ial o f the l abour movement 
a n d d o i n g some useful funct ion to the interests o f the wage earners , " he 
wrote. H e addressed his letter " to those that feel interested i n the pos i t i on 
o f a slave fighting for what l iberty the system w i l l p e rm i t h i m to get out o f it 
a n d I can assure y ou that any assistance that can be r ende red w i l l be appre ­
c iated by this h u m b l e s l a ve . " 3 0 

B u t wh i l e the T r a i l u n i o n backed h i m , Vancouve r unionis ts d i d not at a 
mee t ing o n 21 M a r c h 1918. Social ists J a c k Kavanagh a n d George T h o m a s 
r ebuked G o o d w i n . Kavanagh said G o o d w i n was supposed to be a r evo lu ­
t ionary a n d shou ld take his med i c ine . H a d G o o d w i n appea led that he h a d 
been double-crossed as a m e m b e r o f o r gan i z ed labour , there m i g h t have 
been some g r ounds for the counc i l ' s suppor t , sa id Kavanagh . T h o m a s said 
Goodw in ' s letter was more l ike a " s quea l " than a n appea l . Du f f cons ide red 
Goodw in ' s wr i t t en appea l o n 27 M a r c h . A med i ca l b o a r d o f review i n V a n ­
couver sent its findings to Duff. B u t he r e tu rned the f ind ings for fur ther 
cons ide ra t i on before he den i ed the appea l o n 15 A p r i l . Pr ivate G o o d w i n , 
270432 , o r d e r e d to r epor t to N o . 2 Depo t Ba t ta l i on i n V i c t o r i a o n 2 May , 
went in to h i d i n g i n the mounta ins west o f C u m b e r l a n d . In early May , the 

Granatstein and Hitsman, Broken Promises. 
29 

Margaret Ormsby, British Columbia: A History (Vancouver, 1958). 
3 0 Goodwin 's letter was dated 14 March 1918 and reproduced in the Tra i l News o f 2 
August 1918. 
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M i l i t a r y Po l i ce c omponen t o f the federa l D o m i n i o n Pol ice began l o o k i n g 
for h i m a n d o ther deserters. Inspector W i l l i a m J o h n Devitt o f Vancouve r , 
f o rmer ly o f T r a i l , Ne l s on , a n d Ross land , was i n charge o f the searches. H e 
was the source o f the in f o rmat i on that G o o d w i n was to r epor t for duty o n 2 
M a y 1918 a n d that the letter o r d e r i n g this was r e tu rned u n o p e n e d f r o m 
C u m b e r l a n d . T h e penalty for deser t ion was u p to five years i n p r i s on , w i th 
h a r d labour . G o o d w i n had three months to l i v e . 3 1 

3 1 D a v i d Ricardo Williams, Duff: A Life in the Law (Vancouver, 1984); Wejr and 
Smith, Fighting for Labour. The destruction of the conscription records and the dis­
appearance of the records of the Tra i l M i l l and Smeltermen's Union, Local 105, 
leave us dependent largely on newspaper accounts. Particular reference is made to: 
Tra i l News, 4, 18 January, 17 May, 2,9 August 1918; Nelson Daily News, 1 December 
1917; 21 January 1918; B.C. Federationist, 14 December 1917. Some conscription 
details and the Nelson Medical Board are from the Nelson Daily News, 25 Septem­
ber, 5 October 1917, Prime Minister Borden's statement was reported on 21 No­
vember 1917; Goodwin's soccer playing and refereeing are from the Rossland Daily 
Miner, 6, 9 July 1917; Walter Goodwin's admission to hospital is from hospital cor­
respondence with Doris Goodwin, Conisbrough; the call up of tempo­
rarily-exempted men is from the Tra i l News, 26 Apr i l , 3 May 1918; Pritchard's 
quote is from Gloria Montero, We Stood Together: First-Hand Accounts of Dramatic 
Events in Canada's Labour Past (Toronto, 1979); Goodwin's rejection by the Vancou­
ver Trades and Labour Council is from the B.C. Federationist, 22 March 1918; 
Goodwin's B C Federation of Labour attendance and meeting with Sgt. Lees is re­
ported in the B.C. Federationist, 1 February 1918; Sgt. Lees harsh words about G in ­
ger are reproduced in the Introduction of this volume. Also consulted were Mayse, 
Ginger; McRoberts," The Routing of Radicalism"; Scott, " A Profusion of Issues"; 
Forbes, Historical Portraits of Trail; and Turnbul l , Trad: An Invitation to History. Some 
details of Braden and Binns are from various contemporary newspaper accounts; 
B C Archives, GR419, Volume 217, File 1918/79, Preliminary Investigation, Rex v. 
Daniel Campbell. 



C H A P T E R SIX 

T H E K ILL ING 

"Mac, we are here to get these men, dead or alive." 

Special Constable Daniel Campbell of the Dominion Police, 
two days before he shot and killed Ginger Goodwin on 27 July 1918 

as quoted in court by Peter McNiven, coal miner.1 

U N D E R I N C R E A S I N G P R E S S U R E to repor t for duty i n the army, G o o d w i n took 
to the rugged Beaufor t M o u n t a i n s west o f C u m b e r l a n d , above C o m o x 
L a k e , somet ime i n A p r i l o r M a y 1918. H e was not alone. Those who wanted 
to avo id conscr ip t i on met i n J o e Potter 's p o o l r o o m i n C u m b e r l a n d to ex­
change in f o rmat i on . A n elaborate system saw sympathet ic townsfolk supp ly 
foodstuffs to fugitives f r o m the M i l i t a r y Service Act . O n l y two peop l e were 
accused o f a i d i n g deserters that year, J o e Nay l o r a n d Dav id A i t k e n . T h e y 
were arrested several weeks after G o o d w i n was k i l l e d . 2 W h e n G o o d w i n went 
in to h i d i n g he j o i n e d his o l d f r i end f r om the ir days i n N o v a Scotia, fel low 
Y o r k s h i r e m a n a n d soccer star A r t h u r B o o t h m a n , who was four years his se­
n i o r . F rede r i ck T a y l o r a n d J a m e s R a n d a l l were also there. T h e po l i ce posse 
l o o k i n g for draft dodgers headed out f r om C o m o x Lake west o f C u m b e r ­
l a n d early on Saturday, 27 J u l y 1918, o n a br ight , sunny day. Caree r po l i ce ­
m a n W i l l i a m J o h n Devitt , 49 , was i n charge . H e was the Inspector, based i n 
V a n c o u v e r a n d second i n c o m m a n d to Cap t . F rede r i ck R. G lover , the C h i e f 
Inspector i n B C o f the 4 5 - m a n M i l i t a r y Po l ice componen t o f the D o m i n i o n 
Po l i ce force. T h e D o m i n i o n Po l ice was a smal l federal po l ice force estab­
l i shed i n 1868 to gua rd gove rnment bu i ld ings , r u n the country 's secret ser­
v ice a n d enforce federa l statutes. It was me rg ed i n 1920 w i th the Roya l 
N o r t h West M o u n t e d Po l i ce to become the Roya l C a n a d i a n M o u n t e d Po­
l ice . T h e j o b o f the M i l i t a r y Po l ice c o m p o n e n t was to r o u n d u p m e n who 
were d o d g i n g the draft. W i t h Devit t was D a n i e l C a m p b e l l , a d isgraced for­
m e r constable i n the B C P rov inc i a l Po l i ce . H e r a n the Co lwood H o t e l near 

' B C Archives, GR419, Volume 217, File 1918/79, Rex v. Daniel Campbell, Prel imi­
nary Investigation (hearing). 
2 Ai tken and Naylor in court: See this chapter, note 5. 
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Will iam John Devitt was the first police chief in Tra i l where he married Sophia 
Hanna, a daughter of Frank and Mary Jane Hanna, leading Tra i l pioneers, in 1903, 
about the time that this photo was taken. Trail City Archives. 
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V i c t o r i a where business turned bad the prev ious Oc tober w h e n l i quor p r o ­
h i b i t i o n was i n t r o d u c e d by the BC government . H e was a special or t empo­
rary constable, not a career po l i c eman . Lance C o r p o r a l George H e n r y Roe , 
48 , was the t h i r d po l i c eman . H e was a f o rmer customs officer i n C u m b e r ­
l a n d , Cour tenay , a n d U n i o n Bay where C u m b e r l a n d ' s coa l was l oaded into 
ships for expor t . H e h a d moved to V i c t o r i a a few years ear l ier a n d j o i n e d 
the D o m i n i o n Po l i c e . 3 W i t h the search party were t rapper T h o m a s Down ie 
(Scabby) A n d e r s o n , 58, o f Bevan, a smal l c o a l - m i n i n g v i l lage near C u m b e r ­
l a n d . H i s t rap l ines r a n towards Port A l b e r n i a n d he h a d a n int imate know l ­
edge o f the area. T h e final member o f the search party was George A l f r e d 
(Dad) Janes , 44, o f V i c t o r i a , another t rapper . H e was we l l k n o w n as a cougar 
h u n t e r o n Vancouve r I s l and . 4 T h e prey this t ime, however, was h u m a n . 

A s early as 1 May , Devit t was in charge o f a party searching for conscr ip ­
t i on evaders. A c c o m p a n i e d by Constab le A l f r e d Staf ford o f the M i l i t a r y Po­
l ice, D e v i t t w e n t o n l O M a y t o t h e home o f E l i z a b e t h C o u r t o f Roys ton R o a d , 
near C u m b e r l a n d , l o o k i n g for i n f o rmat i on to use against those who sup­
p l i e d f ood to the fugitives. She candid ly admi t t ed later she h a d g iven m i n e r 
D a v i d A i t k e n , 32, o f Bevan a sack o f potatoes, bacon, eggs and other items 
for he r son, F r ede r i ck T h o m a s Cour t , also k n o w n as A r t h u r R e i d . She knew 
it was i l l ega l , " bu t I d i d not want to see my boy starve." A r t h u r spent three 
weeks i n h i d i n g i n February a n d M a r c h before c o m i n g out a n d his mo the r 
sa id he j o i n e d the forces o n 4 A p r i l . H e h a d h i d d e n out w i th T a y l o r and A n ­
drew A i t k e n whose b ro ther Dav id made regu lar tr ips w i th food. Somet imes 
D a v i d A i t k e n was accompan i ed by G o o d w i n , before he went into h i d i n g 
h imsel f . M r s . C o u r t was never charged w i th a i d ing deserters but Devi t t 
ca l l ed her , after Goodw in ' s death, as a witness against Dav id A i t k e n . 5 

W i l l i a m J o h n Devitt 's career reached back 31 years w h e n he s igned o n 
w i th the N o r t h West M o u n t e d Pol ice, i n 1887, for a five-year t e rm wh i ch was 
fo l lowed by a second, three-year t e rm. In his first t e rm he became invo lved 
w i th unspec i f i ed breaches o f d i sc ip l ine w h i c h resulted i n his conduct b e ing 

i n f o rma t i on regarding George Henry Roe: Cumberland Islander, 3 August 1918; 
City directories (various); Voters lists (various); Janette Glover-Geidt, The Friendly 
Port: A History of Union Bay 1880-1960 (Union Bay, 1990). 
4 " D a d " Janes is featured in Del Hal l , Island Gold: A History of Cougar Hunting on Van­
couver Island (Victoria, 1990). 
5 Nana imo Free Press, 8 October 1918; 20, 21 May 1919; B.C. Federationist, 11 Octo­
ber 1918; L ionel Frederick Westfield letter, 22 July 1990; Rex v. David Aitken, Pre­
liminary Inquiry and Committal, B C Archives, GR419, Box 217, File 1918/89; Rex 
v. David Aitken, Preliminary Inquiry and Committal, judge's notes, Crown Brief, 
Statement of Fred Court, Statement of P.O'Hara, B C Archives, GR419, Box 229, 
File 1919/121; Rex v. Joe Naylor, Preliminary Inquiry and "No B i l l " before grand 
jury, B C Archives, GR419, Box 229, File 1919/122. 
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off icial ly descr ibed as " ind i f f e rent , " a matter Devit t contested a n d f inal ly 
overcame i n his second stint w h e n he was d ischarged w i th the c o m m e n t 
" c onduc t d u r i n g service: very good . " H e j o i n e d the P rov inc i a l Po l i ce i n B C 
a n d served i n Ross land , T r a i l , N e l s o n , a n d N a k u s p between 1896 a n d 1910. 

In T r a i l , Devit t was the po l i ce ch i e f a n d also the city c lerk, assessor, a n d 
co l lector . I n 1903 he m a r r i e d S o p h i a H a n n a , a daughter o f p i onee r bus i ­
nessman F r a n k H a n n a a n d his wife M a r y J a n e . As the f ront i e r city grew, 
Dev i t t a n d three o ther m e n were cornerstones o f the c ommun i t y . T h e o t h ­
ers were N o b l e B i n n s (who sat o n the L o c a l T r i b u n a l that rejected 
Goodw in ' s consc r ip t i on e x e m p t i o n app l i ca t i on i n 1917), J a m e s Scho f i e ld , 
M L A , a n d J a m e s Byers, a l l active bus inessmen a n d members o f the city c o u n ­
c i l . T h e quartet was n i c k n a m e d the " B i g F o u r " o f T r a i l . Dev i t t m o v e d o n to 
N e l s o n where he was ch ie f constable for the Kootenay Po l ice D is t r i c t o f the 
B C P rov inc i a l Po l ice f r om J u l y 1907 u n t i l he was appo in t ed constable i n the 
v i l lage o f N a k u s p o n 1 May 1909. W h a t caused the change f r o m area ch i e f 
constable , i n charge o f 23 po l i c emen , to v i l lage constable is not c lear bu t his 
pay fe l l f r om $ 105 a m o n t h to $75 . A t least one city d irectory l i s ted Dev i t t as 
also b e ing m i n i n g recorder i n N a k u s p . T h e Ross land Daily Miner o f 28 N o ­
vember 1914 also said Devitt was m i n i n g recorder i n N a k u s p wh i l e w i t h the 
P r o v in c i a l Po l i ce . M i n i n g recorders were p rov inc ia l gove rnment emp loy ­
ees, typical ly p a i d i n the area o f $100 a m o n t h , a l though the Pub l i c A c ­
counts d o not list Devit t . 

H e res i gned f r o m the P rov inc ia l Po l ice i n N a k u s p effective o n 31 J u l y 
1910 a n d asked for a reference that h is services were satisfactory. W h a t fo l ­
lowed, however, was a d ispute w i th his super iors over expenses. T h e po l i c e 
force refused to pay cer ta in expense c la ims, a m o n g them some for b o a r d i n 
N a k u s p "whi l e engaged i n his o rd inary duties at that stat ion [which] is a r i ­
d i cu lous c l a im and , o f course, cannot be enter ta ined by the D e p a r t m e n t , " 
Supe r in t enden t F.S. Hussey i n V i c t o r i a wrote to Deputy A t to rney G e n e r a l , 
H u g h M a c l e a n . Eventual ly a c ompromise was reached i n w h i c h Devi t t was 
p a i d $506 .71 , about one - th i rd o f his c la ims. Af ter a t ime i n the rea l estate 
a n d l a n d deve lopment business i n Ne l s on , Devitt j o i n e d the N e l s o n m u n i c i ­
p a l po l i c e a n d was its ch ie f i n 1914 w h e n he was h i r e d to be ch i e f o f the 
Ross l and m u n i c i p a l force . 6 

" A l l have a who lesome regard for h i m a n d he begins his duties here w i t h 
that to h is c red i t , " dec lared the Ross land Daily Miner. " W h a t acquaintance 
has not done for h i m , fame has, for he is k n o w n as one o f the most eff icient 
o f po l i ce officers i n the prov ince . " I n A p r i l 1917, Devitt , B inns , a n d Se lwyn 
B lay lock , assistant genera l manage r at the T r a i l smelter, were present a n d 

6 R C M P Papers, RG18, Series G .Vo l . 3371, File 1918, National Archives ofCanada; 
Forbes, Historical Portraits of Trail; B C Archives, GR56, Volume 13, B C Provincial 
Police Papers; B C Archives, GR91, Vols. 16-20, B C Provincial Police Force. 
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Known as the "B i g Four" in the Tra i l establishment were (standing left to right) al­
derman James Byers, alderman Noble Binns and police chief Wil l iam Devitt. 
Seated is alderman James Schofield. Binns became mayor in 1902 and Schofield 
was mayor from 1903 to 1907, then was elected the area's M L A in 1908 and served 
in the BC legislature for the next 25 years. The photo was taken in the early 1900s 
before Devitt moved to Nelson, Nakusp, Rossland, Vancouver and Burnaby. Trail 
City Archives. 
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s igned the sc ro l l at the b i g farewell for R . H . Stewart, g enera l manage r o f 
CM&S, who was l eav ing the company a n d m o v i n g to the coast. 

L i t t l e d i d Dev i t t know that soon he w o u l d have to leave Ross land . H e was 
shocked to receive a te lephone ca l l f rom the Ross land Daily Miner o n the 
even ing o f Sunday , 1 J u l y 1917 ask ing h i m about the new po l i ce chief, 
James M c L e a n . Devit t d i d not know he h a d been fired a n d rep laced . T h e 
letter d i smiss ing h i m h a d been p laced o n his desk i n his office but d i d not 
come to his a t tent ion u n t i l the newspaper asked h i m i f it was true he h a d 
been d ismissed . T h e new ch ie f h a d been sworn i n o n the even ing o f Satur­
day, 30 J u n e a n d began his duties the next day. " S h a k e u p C o m e s i n Po l ice 
Depa r tmen t , " h ead l i n ed the newspaper. B u t what f r i c t i on ex is ted between 
Devit t a n d the po l i ce commiss ioners " canno t be l ea rned . M r . Devi t t was a 
pa ins - tak ing of f ic ial , u s ing good j u d g m e n t i n the admin i s t r a t i on o f the d u ­
ties o f the office and careful ly gua rd ing the welfare o f a l l c i t izens at a l l t imes. 
It has been k n o w n for some t ime, however, that matters have not been mov­
i n g smooth ly . " T h e newspaper a d d e d that Devit t was " a st ickler for d isc i ­
p l ine a n d regu lar methods o f t ransact ing the business o f the depa r tmen t " 
but changes i n the po l i ce commiss i on were not to his l i k i n g . M c L e a n h a d no 
c o m m e n t except to speak i n the highest terms o f Devit t . 

A n o t h e r day passed a n d the Ross land Daily Miner h a d a new head l ine : 
" G a m b l i n g a n d P imps N o L o n g e r Wan t ed . " T h e po l i ce commiss ioners de­
c ided at a spec ia l mee t ing that gamb l ing i n the " res t r i c ted d is t r i c t " (i.e., the 
r e d l i ght district ) w o u l d no longer be to lerated. M c L e a n was ins t ructed to 
r u n the gamblers a n d p i m p s out o f town. Rev i s ing Devitt 's d ismissa l , the 
newspaper r epo r t ed that the commiss ioners voted to accept Devitt 's res ig­
na t i on a n d c on f i rmed the appo in tment o f M c L e a n by M a y o r A l e x Page. 
Devitt , conscious as before about an emp loymen t reference, got one. J . A . 
M c L e o d , secretary o f the B o a r d o f Pol ice Commiss i one r s , wrote o n 4 J u l y 
that Devit t was po l ice ch ie f f r om 1 December 1914 to 30 J u n e 1917 " a n d 
d u r i n g that t ime he p roved h imse l f to be efficient, tactful a n d we l l qua l i f i ed 
to fill the pos i t i on o f C h i e f Constab le . H e conduc ted a l l Po l ice C o u r t cases 
a n d is thorough ly conversant w i th the C r i m i n a l C o d e . " 7 

M o v i n g to the coast, Devit t d i d detective wo rk a n d i n M a r c h 1918 j o i n e d 
the M i l i t a r y Po l i ce sect ion o f the D o m i n i o n Pol ice . B C consc r i p t i on regis­
trar, Rober t L enn i e , a lawyer who had pract ised i n N e l s o n but moved i n 
1910 to Vancouver , o rgan i zed it. T h e M i l i t a r y Pol ice , whose j o b was to 

7RosslandDailyMiner, 14, 28 November, 2 December 1914; 12 Apr i l , 3 ,4July 1917; 
Public Accounts of BC , 1909-10; McLeod Letter of Reference, University of B C L i ­
brary, Special Collections and University Archives Division, Susan Mayse Research 
Collection, Box 1, Folder 2. 
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r o u n d u p deserters a n d those who h a d not presented themselves for c on ­
scr ip t i on , was c o m p r i s e d mostly o f r e turned soldiers chosen by L e n n i e . 8 

T h e M i l i t a r y Po l ice , together wi th Rober t Rush f o rd , the P rov inc ia l Po ­
l ice constable based i n C u m b e r l a n d , a n d others, made regu lar sweeps look­
i n g for deserters. Rush f o rd , 38, was a m i n e r before his d i s t ingu ished service 
i n W o r l d W a r I. H e was h i r e d as the P rov inc i a l Pol ice constable i n C u m b e r ­
l a n d o n 9 A p r i l 1918 but f o u n d that a lot o f his t ime was spent searching for 
draft dodgers . H i s heart was never i n it. H e knew f i r s t -hand what lay ahead 
i n the trenches i n France a n d B e l g i u m . H e also knew the loca l deserters 
f r om his own days as a coa l miner . H e was a f r i end o f Goodw in ' s a n d for 
many years kept a p h o t o g r a p h o f h i m i n the fami ly a l b u m . 9 

Rush fo rd ' s first r e co rded activity was answer ing a comp la in t f r om trap­
pe r T h o m a s Down i e (Scabby) A n d e r s o n o n 26 A p r i l 1918. Be fore tak ing u p 
t r app ing , A n d e r s o n was a m i n e r and was r epu ted to have w o r k e d d u r i n g the 
B i g S t r ike o f 1912-14 as a p u m p s m a n at N o . 7 M i n e i n Bevan near C u m b e r ­
l a n d — hence the n i c k n a m e Scabby. A n d e r s o n (after w h o m A n d e r s o n L a k e 
i n the area was named ) was 58 years o l d but h a d no t rouble m o v i n g th rough 
the F o r b i d d e n P la teau country a l ong his t rap l ines where he bui l t several 
cabins. A n d e r s o n c o m p l a i n e d to Rush f o rd that his cab in had been b r o k e n 
in to a n d clothes a n d money stolen. " O n m a k i n g inqu i r i es I came to the con ­
c lus ion that the cab in h a d been b r oken in to by some mi l i ta ry evaders who I 
know are a r o u n d C u m b e r l a n d , " Rush f o rd wrote i n his mon th l y report . 

R u s h f o r d assisted Constab le A l f r ed Staf ford o f the D o m i n i o n Pol ice o n 
27 A p r i l i n a r res t ing E a r o n James for fa i l ing to register u n d e r the M i l i t a r y 
Service Act . G o o d w i n m a r k e d his 31st b i r thday i n the bush o n 10 May . O n 
14 a n d 15 May , R u s h f o r d assisted Staf ford i n a n a l l -n i gh t search for mi l i tary 
deserters. O n 25 May , Rush f o rd saw one deserter w i th a b lack mask. "I rec­
ogn i z ed h i m by his voice. H e made off in to the bush a n d warned his c o m ­
pan i ons , " R u s h f o r d wrote in his report , w i thout p r o v i d i n g a name. Later , 
R u s h f o r d said the masked m a n was F rede r i ck Tay l o r , one o f the m e n h o l e d 
u p w i th G o o d w i n , B o o t h m a n , a n d R a n d a l l , a l l o f w h o m were be ing sought 
by po l i ce . R u s h f o r d said he heard Tay l o r say, " W h o are y ou? " to h i m a n d 
A n d e r s o n , who h a d been f e l l ing a tree. A n d e r s o n h a d been assisting (as he 
w o u l d again) the j o i n t D o m i n i o n Po l i ce -Prov inc ia l Po l ice search for desert­
ers. A f t e r T a y l o r r a n into the bush, he made off across the lake by boat. 
Rush f o rd wrote that po l i ce confiscated foodstuffs f o u n d i n a cab in . Later , 
he said that a sho tgun a n d a m m u n i t i o n were also seized. 

Vancouver Province, 13 March 1918. 
9 Author 's interview with Rushford's daughter, Louvain Brownlow, 28 February 
1995. 
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R u s h f o r d spent another day, 27 May , fruitlessly search ing for deserters. 
B a c k i n C u m b e r l a n d , he h a d better success: H e arrested M r s . J o h n s t o n for 
k e e p i n g a c o m m o n bawdyhouse. She was f o u n d gui l ty a n d fined $15 . T h e 
ch i e f constable i n the area for the P r o v inc i a l Po l ice , A l b e r t S t ephenson o f 
N a n a i m o , came to C u m b e r l a n d a n d j o i n e d R u s h f o r d search ing for desert­
ers o n 30 M a y , but they came away empty -handed . In early J u n e , R u s h f o r d 
was aga in h e l p i n g the D o m i n i o n Po l ice at C o m o x Lake , aga in w i thout suc­
cess. 1 

O n e press report , later, sa id the deserters, h u n t e d by po l i ce day a n d 
night , l ed a precar ious existence, a l though s u p p l i e d w i th f ood f r om fr iends. 
T h e y suffered f r om mosqui to bites a n d were ha l f -po isoned by deer flies. 
G o o d w i n h a d p n e u m o n i a but rece ived med i c i n e and recovered. O n e de­
serter became demented a n d wande r ed back to C u m b e r l a n d , a story sup­
po r t ed by a much- la te r interview w i th a C u m b e r l a n d couple , E d a n d D o l l 
W i l l i ams , who ident i f i ed the m a n as A n d r e w A i t k e n , b ro ther o f D a v i d 
A i t k e n . " H e went out o f his head u p there, I t h i n k , " sa id E d i n 1 9 8 1 . 1 1 

By early J u l y , Dan i e l C a m p b e l l j o i n e d the search for deserters. H e was a 
m a n w i th a chequered past a n d a need for money who was h i r e d as a spec ia l 
constable by the M i l i t a r y Pol ice . C a m p b e l l was we l l k n o w n as a n 
ou tdoo r sman , a crack shot who cou ld " shoo t the eye o f a need le , " f r iendly 
but strict, par t i cu lar , sociable, s t ra ight forward — a n d very s tubborn . H i s 
Scot t i sh-born stepfather, J o h n D o n a l d C a m p b e l l , was the P rov inc i a l Po l i ce 
constable i n Esqu imal t , responsible for the area s t re tch ing f r o m the western 
edge o f V i c t o r i a to Por t Renfrew, f r om 1877 to 1897. H e r e t i r ed because o f 
i l l hea l th and D a n , a carpenter by trade, succeeded h i m as constable. " J o c k " 
C a m p b e l l d i e d o n 20 October 1899 i n his 69 th year. D a n ea rned $65 a 
m o n t h i n 1901, a n d he was suppo r t i ng his E n g l i s h - b o r n wife, F lorence , a n d 
the first three o f the ir four ch i l d r en . H i s salary rose to $70 a m o n t h i n 1905. 

E v e n then he h a d trouble w i th money . I n 1903, the BC E lec t r i c Rai lway 
C o m p a n y of fered a reward o f $100 for a p p r e h e n s i o n o f the pe rson or per ­
sons who threw a piece o f i r on across the t ransmiss ion l ines near the 
Cra ig f lower B r i d g e i n V i c to r ia . C a m p b e l l , i n his capacity as a po l i c eman , se­
c u r e d a conv i c t i on against a m a n i n cour t t h r o u g h the test imony o f two 
youths. T h e streetcar company offered to d i v ide the $100 reward: H a l f for 
C a m p b e l l a n d the o ther ha l f equally between the two witnesses. B u t C a m p -

1 0 Rushford Reports: B C Archives, GR445, Volume 69, B C Provincial Police; 
Rushford testimony about Fred Taylor ("masked man"): B C Archives, GR419, Box 
229, File 1919/122, Rex v. Naylor; Thomas Downie (Scabby) Anderson: Comox 
Argus, 12June 1930; Comox voters lists, 1913, 1916, 1920, 1924; J immy Ellis inter­
view, Ed and Dol l Williams interview, Ruth Masters, "The Shooting of Ginger 
Goodwin," Cumberland Museum and Archives, 1982. 
1 Vancouver Province, 1 August 1918; Masters, "The Shooting of Ginger Goodwin." 
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This cabin in the mountains west of Cumberland was one that reputedly Goodwin 
and friends hid out in while dodging the draft in World War I. The cabin is on a 
creek flowing into Wil lmar Lake from the south, on the side of Mount Hennessy, 
about 15 kilometres from where Goodwin was shot and killed in 1918. Harold Banks, 
courtesy Ruth Masters. 

be l l sa id he was ent i t l ed to the fu l l reward a n d went o n to threaten a c iv i l suit 
for the ful l amount . T h e company c o m p l a i n e d to the Prov inc ia l Pol ice a n d 
Supt . F.S. Hussey said, "I cons ider that Const . C a m p b e l l has acted in a very 
arb i t rary manne r a n d that he had no r ight whatever to behave as he has 
done . " Hussey said the reward was not in t ended for po l ice at a l l but to en­
courage witnesses to come forward, a l though there wou ld be no object ion to 
the c ompany d i v i d i n g the reward as it p roposed . In the end , C a m p b e l l set­
t l ed for the company 's offer. M o n e y (or the lack o f it) con t inued to be a 
p r o b l e m for C a m p b e l l . 

In a letter o n 16 September 1905, C a m p b e l l to ld the Prov inc ia l Pol ice to 
give over his paycheque for that m o n t h direct ly to J o h n Co l l i s ter , owner o f 
Barnsley 's G u n Store o n G o v e r n m e n t Street i n V i c t o r i a . Ear l i e r that m o n t h , 
C a m p b e l l had gone to Co l l i s t e r a n d got a $70 l oan o n his f o r thcoming pay 
cheque. 

It was about to get a lot worse. O n 29 August 1905, C a m p b e l l shook down 
two w o m e n for $30 after s t opp ing them in a horse a n d buggy that appeared 
out o f c on t ro l . T h e w o m e n gave an address in the r ed l ight distr ict o f V i c to ­
r i a a n d perhaps C a m p b e l l thought because o f that, he 'd hea rd the last o f it. 
Bu t the women c o m p l a i n e d to the Prov inc ia l Po l ice saying C a m p b e l l took 
th em to a hote l and d e m a n d e d $30 for the i r release, wh i ch the women had 
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to bor row f rom the hote l ier . C a m p b e l l c l a imed he was jus t h e l p i n g the 
w o m e n w i t h the i r runaway buggy a n d they gave h i m the $30 as a present , a 
gift that was the equivalent o f a lmost ha l f his month l y salary. 

Af ter a n inqu i ry by Supt . Hussey a n d Sgt. Franc is M u r r a y , w h i c h was i n 
t u r n re fer red to P r emie r R i c h a r d M c B r i d e , C a m p b e l l was d ismissed o n 28 
Sep tember 1905 for conduct u n b e c o m i n g a po l i c eman , conduc t in jur ious 
to the pub l i c service o r pub l i c welfare, a n d accept ing money w i thout ap­
prova l . N ine ty -n ine peop le s igned a pe t i t i on seeking his re instatement , 
" f o u n d e d u p o n our conf idence i n h i m as a deserv ing officer a n d one who 
has un i f o rm ly d ischarged his duties w i th great acceptat ion [sic] to the c o m ­
m u n i t y . " It was to no avai l . H e was f in ished as a po l i c eman . F o r n o w . 1 2 

F r o m carpenter to po l i c eman , C a m p b e l l now tu rned to a new l ine o f 
work : Ho te l i e r . H e became manage r o f the C o l w o o d H o t e l , west o f V i c t o r i a , 
where he spent the next 12 years w i th his wife, F lorence , a n d the i r four c h i l ­
d r e n , J o h n , A l exande r , M i n n i e , a n d E m m i e . T h e hote l was a p o p u l a r c o u n ­
try resort near a racecourse a n d Hat l ey Castle, the country-castle m a n s i o n 
comp l e t ed i n 1909 for coal b a r o n James D u n s m u i r . T h e C o l w o o d H o t e l was 
owned by brothers A n d r e w A lbe r t E i n e a r Bechte l (later m a n a g i n g d i r ec to r 
o f V i c t o r i a Mach ine r y Depot ) a n d D a n i e l A r t h u r Bechte l , a doctor . It was a 
gift i n 1903 f r om their parents , A n d r e w a n d Rache l Bech te l . T h e Bech t e l 
brothers con t inued to own the hote l u n t i l 1908 when they so ld it for $3 ,500 
to Campbe l l ' s mother , Margare t J a n e C a m p b e l l , by now 62 years o l d . She 
re ta ined ownership , not r e l i nqu i sh ing it to her son a n d daughter - in- law, 
F lo rence , u n t i l 1 9 1 3 . 1 3 

T h e two-storey frame hote l , w h i c h C a m p b e l l d oub l ed i n size by a d d i n g 
an ident i ca l bu i l d i ng , was bu i l t i n 1895 after the first C o l w o o d H o t e l b u r n e d 
down . T h e second ho te l was d emo l i shed i n 1936 i n favour o f the C o l w o o d 
I n n , now revamped as C o l w o o d Co rne r s Pub . C a m p b e l l h a d at least one 
b rush w i th the law whi le m a n a g i n g the C o l w o o d H o t e l . In 1912, he was con ­
v ic ted in magistrate's court o f se l l ing l i quo r i n quantit ies o f m o r e than one 
i m p e r i a l quart. H e h a d so ld a const ruct ion carpenter m o r e than a d o z e n 
bottles o f l i quor . T h e L i q u o r Ac t r equ i r ed one bottle to be purchased at a 
t ime. C a m p b e l l appea led the case to B C S u p r e m e Cour t , a n d lost. H e ap­
pea l ed aga in to the B C C o u r t o f A p p e a l , a n d lost aga in . " T h i s was a c lumsy 
a n d unsuccessful attempt to evade the statute," said Just i ce A r c h e r M a r t i n , 

Author's interview with Eva Harris, Billy Conway, niece and nephew of Dan 
Campbell , 7 Apr i l 1990; John Campbell obituary, Victoria Daily Times, 21 October 
1899, Victoria Daily Colonist, 21 October 1899; census, 1901; Daniel Campbel l in 
Provincial Police, B C Archives, G R 9 1 Volumes 16-20; Reward Money, G R 4 2 9 , Box 
10; Barnsley's Gun Store, G R 55, Box 44; Shakedown and Dismissal, G R 429, Box 
12, and AddMss 4, Volume 63, also Victoria Daily Colonist, 14 October 1905. 
l 3 L a n d Title Office; Victoria Times Colonist, 10 March 1990. 
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g i v ing the last w o r d . I n O c t o b e r 1917, l i quor p r o h i b i t i o n , o r d e r e d by the BC 
government , s lashed business at the hote l . 

C o m o x Lake , jus t west o f C u m b e r l a n d , was p o p u l a r for s u m m e r out ings 
a n d f i sh ing , t h en as now. It was to the lake that C a m i l l e Decoeu r took his 
wife, P r i sc i l l a , a n d the i r baby early i n J u l y 1918. As he r e coun ted later, they 
crossed C o m o x L a k e by boat. O n the o ther side, he met C a m p b e l l who 
asked i f he h a d h a d any luck f i sh ing . " N o , they were not b i t i n g very g ood , " 
r ep l i e d Decoeur . H e was p r e p a r i n g to p i c k berries w h e n C a m p b e l l asked 
h i m about the m e n h i d i n g i n the bush . Decoeur said he h a d h e a r d ' ta lk ' that 
they were now i n M e x i c o . B u t C a m p b e l l r ep l i ed , " N o , they have been seen 
a r o u n d the l ake . " Decoeu r sa id C a m p b e l l to ld h i m " the first b u n c h o f po ­
l i c emen that went a r o u n d the l itt le lakes saw them there a n d he said they 
were about 30 feet f r o m one o f them, he d i dn ' t m e n t i o n any name a n d he 
said, ' I f ever I get that close they w i l l never get away'." Decoeur also said 
C a m p b e l l t o ld h i m , " T h e y w i l l never get away, I w i l l get t h e m . " 

F o u r C u m b e r l a n d m ine r s were together when they met C a m p b e l l at 
C o m o x L a k e o n 7 J u l y . C a m p b e l l asked them i f they h a d seen deserters. 
T h e y sa id they hadn ' t . Rasie G i o v a n n i reca l led C a m p b e l l c o n t i n u i n g : " A n d 
he talk o f s ome th ing else, a n d after he te l l me that B o b R u s h f o r d see one o f 
the boys u p the lake o n one o f the boats, a n d he d i d not want to shoot h i m , 
but i f he h a d been i n his p lace he w o u l d have shot. " T h i s , apparent ly , was a 
reference to the man- in- the -b lack-mask inc ident . D i d C a m p b e l l say any­
t h i n g else? "We stayed there for e ight or 10 minutes a n d he said, ' Th i s t ime 
we are g o ing to get t h em, d e a d or al ive ' . " A l e xand ras M e r i l l o quo ted C a m p ­
be l l , aga in about a n ear l i e r inc ident : " H e say there was one boat across the 
lake a n d J o h n [sic: Robert ] R u s h f o r d w o u l d not shoot because he was one o f 
his f r iends. C a m p b e l l sa id i f he was i n his p lace he w o u l d get h i m . " A n d , said 
M e r i l l o , C a m p b e l l added , " d e a d o r al ive." M e r i l l o said he d i d not hear the 
w o r d " f i r e . " Ca r l o s Cava l l e r o said A n d e r s o n was nearby w h e n the conversa­
t i on o ccur r ed between C a m p b e l l a n d the four miners . W h a t d i d C a m p b e l l 
say? " T h a t R u s h f o r d saw one o f these boys i n a boat o n the lake a n d he 
w o u l d not shoot h i m because he was his f r i end , a n d he (Campbe l l ) sa id, ' I f it 
was me I w o u l d get h i m ' . " A n y t h i n g more? " H e said, 'We are g o i n g to get 
h i m , dead or a l ive ' . " Peter Ior is gave a s imi la r account o f C a m p b e l l ' s words : 
" H e sa id that R u s h f o r d saw a m a n there at the top o f the lake a n d he d i d not 
want to shoot h i m o n account o f his family a n d i f he h a d been i n his p lace he 
w o u l d have got h i m for sure . " Ioris con t inued : "Yes, he (Campbe l l ) sa id that 
he w o u l d get h i m dead o r a l i ve . " D i d not C a m p b e l l say that he w o u l d " f i r e " 

'Victoria Daily Times, 14 November 1912; Rex v. Campbell, B.C. Law Reports, Vo l ­
ume 18, 1911-13; Dorothy Stranix, Notes and Quotes (Colwood-Langford-
Metchosin-Happy Valley-Glen Lake, 1967). 
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Dan and Florence Campbell ran the Colwood Hotel from 1906 to 1919 after his ca­
reer in the BC Provincial Police ended in disgrace in late 1905. The Campbells dou­
bled the size of the hotel, shown here in the 1920s with two unidentified men. The 
hotel was demolished in 1936. Colwood City Archives. 

for sure? " H e never say 'shoot h i m , ' he said he was g o i n g to get h i m , " re­
p l i ed Ioris. 

Peter M c N i v e n , 43 , was a m i n e r who knew G o o d w i n for six or seven 
years. H e was the checkwe i ghman at N o . 4 m ine when the B i g Str ike began. 
H e was secretary for a t ime o f the C u m b e r l a n d local o f the U n i t e d M i n e 
Worke rs o f A m e r i c a a n d had be longed to the Social ist Party o f C a n a d a . H e 
said C a m p b e l l ta lked to h i m o n 25 Ju l y at the lower e n d o f C o m o x Lake , 
where he l i ved . M c N i v e n sa id : "We were ta lk ing about mi l i ta ry evaders in 
genera l and he made the statement to me that i f he saw any o f these m e n he 
wou ld get them and he said, 'Mac , we are here to get these m e n dead or 
a l i v e . ' Tha t was the e n d o f the conversat ion. " M c N i v e n said Inspector F r a n ­
cis M u r r a y a n d Const . Rush f o rd o f the Prov inc ia l Po l ice a n d Inspector 
Devitt o f the D o m i n i o n Po l ice were nearby but not close e n o u g h to hear his 
conversat ion wi th C a m p b e l l . 1 3 

l 3 N o n e of these conversations found their way into the inquest on 31 July 1918. But 
the miners testified at the Preliminary Investigation (hearing) in Victoria, BC , on 
7-8 August after Dan Campbell was charged with manslaughter: Rex v. Daniel Camp­
bell. 
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T w o days later, o n 27 J u l y , the D o m i n i o n Po l ice set out aga in to find the 
deserters. T h i s was to be the fateful day for G o o d w i n . Devitt , i n charge o f 
the posse, said he h a d received in f o rmat i on (the source o f w h i c h was never 
disclosed) about the l oca t i on o f the deserters. C a m p b e l l a n d Lance C o r p o ­
r a l R o e a c compan i ed h i m . T h e three D o m i n i o n po l i c emen , together w i th 
t rappers A n d e r s o n a n d Janes , took a boat to the e n d o f C o m o x Lake a n d 
t r ekked to A l o n e M o u n t a i n . T h e g r oup made g ood progress g u i d e d by A n ­
de r son a n d Janes w i th the i r int imate knowledge o f the area. T h e po l i c emen 
a n d the t rappers separated at A l one M o u n t a i n . Roe f o u n d a gunnysack con ­
t a in ing c l o th ing a n d a r i f le i n good order . T h e n they cooked l u n c h . 

T h e po l i ce h a d descr ipt ions o f the four m e n they were seeking. Devit t 
sa id he h a d been g i ven this descr ip t ion o f G o o d w i n : "S ing l e m a n , was c lean 
shaven o n the 2 n d May , 1 9 1 8 ; 1 6 ha i r r edd i sh b rown , face wedge shaped 
ra ther t h a n r o u n d , furtive glance, some go ld filled teeth i n u p p e r row show­
ing , t h i n b u i l d , walks w i th sl ight stoop, c o m p l e x i o n fa ir w i th freckles, weight 
about 145 pounds . Accent Eng l i sh , Cockney , speech vo lub le a n d assertive, 
par t i a l to wea r ing sku l l caps, social ist ic." O n e wonders where po l ice ob­
ta ined the ir i n f o rmat i on : G o o d w i n was not a Cockney ( from east-end L o n ­
don) , but was i n fact b o r n a n d grew u p i n Yo rksh i r e i n n o r t h e r n E n g l a n d . 
N o r was he Jew i sh , as i m p l i e d by " pa r t i a l to wear ing sku l l caps. " Devitt also 
h a d o ther detai ls about G o o d w i n : H e was five feet six inches ta l l , his chest 
measured 33 to 36 inches, he had three vacc inat ion marks o n his r i ght a r m , 
he h a d a smal l scar o n the first f inger o f his left h a n d . 

B y 4:30 p .m. , Devi t t a n d Roe were fo l lowing one t ra i l a n d C a m p b e l l a n ­
o ther i n the area near the conf luence o f C r u i k s h a n k R i v e r a n d Rees Creek . 
O n e shot r a n g out. Devi t t a n d Roe h u r r i e d t h r o u g h the dense bush separat­
i n g the trai ls. G o o d w i n was dead. C a m p b e l l h a d shot h i m w i th his pe rsona l 
r i f le, a .30-30-caIibre 1893 M a r l i n , a p o p u l a r lever-act ion h u n t i n g ri f le, of­
ten used for shoo t ing deer . T h e bul let p i e rced Goodw in ' s neck sever ing the 
sp ina l c o rd . Dea th was immed ia te . Wha t precisely h a p p e n e d between 
C a m p b e l l a n d G o o d w i n , a n d whether there shou ld be c r i m i n a l b lame, be­
came a c o n t i n u i n g controversy. 

Immediate ly , Devit t o r d e r e d C a m p b e l l (an ou tdoorsman , a n d the on ly 
one o f the three who c o u l d l ikely find his way back) to r e tu rn to C u m b e r ­
l a n d , sur r ende r to the P rov inc ia l Pol ice , a n d notify the coroner . T h e r e were 
in i t i a l p repara t i ons to bury G o o d w i n o n the spot. T h i s became pub l i c 
knowledge a n d u n i o n and Social ist Party leader W.A . P r i t c h a r d dec lared i n 
Vancouver , "We i n t e n d to get the body o u t " i f the author i t ies d i d not. T h e 

1 6 T h e reference to Goodwin being clean-shaven on 2 May 1918 is interesting: that 
was the date (see Chapter Five) on which Devitt testified that Goodwin was ordered 
to present himself to the army as a conscript. But Devitt testified that the letter to 
Goodwin in Cumberland ordering him to report on 2 May was returned unopened. 
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ch i e f constable o f the P rov inc ia l Pol ice for the area, A l b e r t S t ephenson o f 
N a n a i m o , was asked later about this. H e r ep l i ed , " W e thought that we 
w o u l d no t be able to take h i m out . " Two under takers , T h o m a s Banks o f 
C u m b e r l a n d a n d J o h n Sut ton o f Cour tenay , were asked to bury G o o d w i n 
where he fe l l . B o t h under takers refused what must have seemed a very u n ­
usua l request. 

N e i t h e r o f the two C u m b e r l a n d doctors, Geo rge M a c N a u g h t o n a n d E .R . 
H i c k s , was asked to do the post m o r t e m . Instead, D r . H a r r i s o n M i l l a r d o f 
Cour tenay , then a sma l l v i l lage five mi les past C u m b e r l a n d , was ca l l ed . H e 
a c c o m p a n i e d co roner J o s e p h Shaw, C h i e f S t ephenson f r o m N a n a i m o , a n d 
Inspector M u r r a y f r o m Prov inc ia l Po l ice headquarters i n V i c t o r i a towards 
the scene o n 30 J u l y . T h e y met C a m p b e l l , A n d e r s o n a n d Janes at the head 
o f C o m o x Lake . Devit t a n d Roe h a d r e m a i n e d w i th the body, twelve mi les 
a n d m a n y hours away by boat and t ra i l . W h e n Shaw saw the r o u g h t ra i l a n d 
t e r ra in ahead , he dec ided to tu rn back, a n d Inspector M u r r a y a n d D r . 
M i l l a r d went w i th h i m . 

H a r o l d Banks , then sixteen years o l d , the son o f the C u m b e r l a n d u n d e r ­
taker, sa id later his father offered to b r i n g the body out after re fus ing to 
bury G o o d w i n where he lay, a n d o rgan i zed a team o f f our m e n . W i t h C a m p ­
be l l show ing the way a n d S tephenson i n charge, the party, i n c l u d i n g Banks 
a n d his rescue team o f miners , recovered Goodw in ' s body i n what 
S t ephenson ca l l ed "very r o u g h country . " 

T h e body was packed i n canvas, s lung f r o m a po le , a n d ca r r i ed to C u m ­
b e r l a n d i n the early m o r n i n g o f 31 J u l y . C o r o n e r Shaw convened the i n ­
quest that e v en ing i n a packed C u m b e r l a n d Cour thouse . T h e a tmosphere 
was tense. It was r epor t ed that the P rov inc i a l Po l i ce h a d o r d e r e d the D o ­
m i n i o n Po l i ce away f r o m the area to prevent t rouble . C a m p b e l l was u n d e r 
P rov inc i a l Po l ice de tent ion . T h e r e were confus ing a n d contradic tory press 
accounts. A l a r m e d u n i o n leaders i n Vancouve r a n d Social ist fr iends o f 
G o o d w i n de ta i l ed J o e Nay l o r to at tend the inquest to represent the ir c on ­
cerns. Was it m u r d e r o r self-defence, was the i r quest ion . Lawyer P.P. H a r r i ­
son o f C u m b e r l a n d kept a watch ing b r i e f for f r iends o f G o o d w i n . Lawyer 
W i l l i a m Moresby came up f rom V i c t o r i a to represent C a m p b e l l . Inspector 
M u r r a y a p p e a r e d for the P rov inc ia l Pol ice . 

D r . M i l l a r d was the first witness. H i s post m o r t e m that m o r n i n g at 
T h o m a s B a n k s ' U n d e r t a k i n g Par lours showed G o o d w i n had a lacerated 
f lesh w o u n d ha l f an i n c h wide and 1 1/2 inches l o n g across the left wrist "ex­
t end ing near ly to the bone . " O n the left side o f the neck, large e n o u g h to 
admi t two f ingers, there was a lacerated gunshot w o u n d r u n n i n g near ly hor ­
izontal ly backwards a n d to the r ight . T h e sp ina l c o r d was complete ly sev­
ered . In the r i gh t shou lde r he f ound four-fifths o f a bul le t . T h e r e was also a 
" s m a l l p u n c t u r e d f lesh w o u n d " o n the left neck a n d at the r i gh t shou lde r he 
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f o u n d a n d presented to cour t another part , one-f i f th, o f a bul let . T h e two 
po r t i ons o f what D r . M i l l a r d said were the same bul le t (they f itted together, 
he testified) were entered as exhibits . T h e existence o f two wounds i n the 
left neck, i n c l u d i n g the fatal w o u n d that severed the sp ina l c o r d a n d the 
p u n c t u r e d f lesh w o u n d , was not pursued . C l ear l y , however, the bul le t that 
struck G o o d w i n ' s left wrist broke in to two parts, caus ing the two entry 
wounds i n the left neck, a n d there were two fragments i n the r i gh t shou lder 
area that were recovered. 

Moresby qu ick ly got to the heart o f C a m p b e l l ' s defence: Wha t pos i t i on 
w o u l d G o o d w i n probab ly have been i n w h e n he was shot? M i l l a r d said he 
f o u n d no posi t ive i nd i ca t i on the wrist w o u n d was a gunshot w o u n d . "I d i d 
not see any powder marks o n i t , " he sa id . Pressed further about the p roba ­
ble d i r e c t i on o f the bul let , M i l l a r d said the left a r m " w o u l d have to be i n 
l i n e " w i th the neck w o u n d . T h e r e were gunpowde r marks at the entry po in t 
o f the fatal neck w o u n d wh i ch , wi th the c o n d i t i o n o f the w o u n d , ind i ca ted 
the g u n w o u l d not be far ther away than 10 feet a n d not c loser than two feet. 
T h e r e was also a sma l l punc ture w o u n d h a l f a n i n c h deep and one-twelfth o f 
a n i n c h i n d iameter , o n Goodwin ' s u p p e r l i p , a n d a smal l sk in abras ion o n 
his left face near the ear. T h e cond i t i on o f the l i p w o u n d ind ica ted that it 
was in f l i c ted at the same t ime as the m a i n w o u n d . H e c o u l d not say what 
caused it, possibly a l i t t le f l y ing part ic le . 

A t this po in t , Goodw in ' s f r i end J o e N a y l o r asked a quest ion that but­
tressed Moresby ' s po in t that the same bul le t caused the wrist a n d neck 
wounds . "Does the size o f the hole i n the neck ind icate the first connec t i on 
w i th the bu l l e t ? " asked Nay l o r . " N o , o h no . T h e bul le t struck someth ing be­
fore it en t e red the neck, " r ep l i ed M i l l a r d . 

T h e doc to r also testif ied that Goodwin ' s body was "we l l n o u r i s h e d . " A 
leather m o n e y belt o n the body conta ined $334 .60 . 

Devitt , the nex t witness, said he a n d Roe h a d taken a separate t ra i l f r o m 
C a m p b e l l i n r o u g h t e r ra in for about ten minutes when they hea rd one ri f le 
shot. "It was l o u d a n d sharp and immed ia te l y afterwards a voice shouted, 
' Come , ' so we r a n as we l l as we cou ld t h r o u g h the th ick t imber — very r o u g h 
g r o u n d — a n d reached Constab le C a m p b e l l who was s tand ing near some 
heavy fa l l en trees w i th his g u n i n his h a n d . C a m p b e l l sa id, 'I have h a d to do 
it to save my l i fe . ' " Devit t said it m igh t have taken three o r five minutes to 
scramble t h r o u g h 50 yards o f very r o u g h te r ra in , " i t seemed a n eternity, 
y o u know, to get to the p lace . " G o o d w i n was dead, th i r teen feet f r om C a m p ­
be l l , w i th a neck w o u n d . G o o d w i n had fa l l en forward o n his face c lu t ch ing a 
.22-cal ibre automat i c ri f le i n bo th hands. 

Devi t t o r d e r e d Roe to remove the ri f le a n d make it safe. Devitt e x a m i n e d 
the body w h i c h " r o l l e d over on his back, lay i n that pos i t i on . " H e said 
C a m p b e l l was "perfect ly sober but he was visibly affected." H e o r d e r e d 
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C a m p b e l l to go to C u m b e r l a n d and te l l the authori t ies. Dev i t t a n d R o e re ­
m a i n e d at the scene. Devitt sa id there was a " large g a p i n g w o u n d " w h i c h 
went in to the left side o f Goodwin ' s neck towards the spine a n d a "nas ty " left 
wr ist w o u n d w h i c h h a d t o rn the shirt sleeve away. 

T h e sh i r t w h i c h Devitt said G o o d w i n was wear ing , w i th a t o rn sleeve, was 
en te red as an exh ib i t a l ong w i th the .22-cal ibre r i f le , bo th o f w h i c h Dev i t t 
sa id were sta ined w i th b l ood . Campbe l l ' s .30-30-cal ibre r i f le was p r o d u c e d 
as a n exh ib i t a l ong w i th a .30-cal ibre Winchester centre f ire she l l that Dev i t t 
took f r o m the gun . 

Devi t t sa id C a m p b e l l h a d his jacket of f that day a n d was wea r ing his D o ­
m i n i o n Pol ice badge o n his shirt . Devit t said he h a d no specia l instruct ions 
about ca tch ing G o o d w i n . " M y instruct ions were the same r e g a r d i n g the u n ­
fortunate deceased m a n as they were r e ga rd ing any o f the m e n who were 
there , " he sa id. T h e instruct ions were to arrest the m e n u n d e r the M i l i t a r y 
Service Act . 

T h e ques t i on ing tu rned to the pos i t i on o f C a m p b e l l a n d G o o d w i n w h e n 
the shot was f i r ed : A s s u m i n g a m a n is about to d ischarge a ri f le, a n d hav ing 
r e ga rd to the wrist a n d neck wounds, c ou ld Devi t t f o rm an o p i n i o n as to 
what pos i t i on G o o d w i n was i n w h e n he received his wounds? "I w o u l d f o r m 
the o p i n i o n that the deceased was s tand ing w i th his left side o f his body fac­
i n g f r om the d i r ec t i on f r om wh i ch he rece ived his w o u n d , " he answered — 
m e a n i n g , G o o d w i n was shot side-ways o n . A n d bear ing i n m i n d the pos i t i on 
he f o u n d G o o d w i n in? "Yes. A n d o f course my o p i n i o n w o u l d be, at the 
same t ime I w o u l d say that the same w o u n d — i f it was a gunshot w o u n d that 
caused his death — that the same w o u n d was inf l icted, that the same miss i le 
in f l i c ted bo th wounds . " 

T h e shoo t ing scenario and the o p i n i o n that G o o d w i n h a d his r i f le ra ised 
i n a f i r ing pos i t i on wou ld r e m a i n one o f the centra l issues i n the case. T h e r e 
were only m i n o r prob lems w i th Devitt 's test imony: H e said he met C a m p ­
be l l for the first t ime o n " F r i d a y , " w h i c h was the day before the shoot ing , yet 
his persona l notes say this occur red o n Thursday 25 J u l y . A m i n o r mistake 
w h i c h , by itself, shou ld not affect credib i l i ty . H e c l a imed the .22-cal ibre r i f le 
was "h i gh -power automat ic " but retracted this w h e n pressed by H a r r i s o n , 
w h o ca l l ed it " th is l i tt le r i f le . " 

Nay l o r h a d one quest ion for Devitt : Was it a steel or d u m - d u m 
(expanding ) bul le t that k i l l e d Goodw in? Devitt d i d not know. 

Geo rge H e n r y Roe also testif ied that he a n d Devi t t were o n a separate 
t ra i l f r om C a m p b e l l . They heard a s ingle ri f le shot a n d w h e n they got to 
Campbe l l ' s t ra i l Roe heard a cal l , " C o m e . " T h e y f ound C a m p b e l l , s tand ing , 
a n d saying: " Inspector , I a m very sorry I h a d to do this, but I have done it to 
save my o w n life. I surrender myself . " C a m p b e l l " appea r ed to be very m u c h 
affected, very m u c h affected, so m u c h so that I felt sorry for h i m , very sorry 
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for h i m . " T h e n Roe saw G o o d w i n face down, dead , a n d he said that there 
was a .22-cal ibre r i f le g rasped f i rmly i n the r i ght h a n d . Roe emp t i ed the r i ­
fle o f 10 shells. A t the same t ime, Goodw in ' s body tu rned over a n d r o l l e d a 
few feet to a l og . 

" W i t h reference to the cartr idges I want to e xp l a in clearly about those, 
a n d as far as my evidence is c once rned it w i l l be very clear: I a m not a f ra id to 
h i d e a n y t h i n g , " sa id Roe . " T h e r e were ten shells i n that r i f le but o n t r y ing to 
recover those shells we c o u l d only get two o f them. T h e others apparent l y 
have got lost i n the moss a n d d i r t that was there . " Roe said he put the two 
shel ls back i n the r i f le a n d gave it to Devi t t who later tu rned over r i f le w i t h 
two shells to C h i e f S tephenson . T h e two shells became the nex t inquest ex­
hib i ts . W h y Roe r e l oaded Goodw in ' s ri f le w i th the two bullets w h e n Devi t t 
o r d e r e d h i m to make the g u n safe is unc lear . C a m p b e l l was sent back to 
C u m b e r l a n d , Devi t t a n d Roe stayed b e h i n d . 

T h e next day, c on t inued Roe , A n d e r s o n a n d Janes v is i ted the scene o f 
the shoo t ing . T h e day after that, M o n d a y 29 J u l y , C a m p b e l l r e tu rned but 
w i thou t the coroner . " Inspector Devi t t w o u l d not al low any th ing to be done 
w i thout fur ther instruct ions a n d so n o t h i n g was done u n t i l yesterday (30 
Ju l y ) w h e n there was of f ic ial documents , as I unders tand , came out that a l ­
lowed the body to be taken away, w h i c h was done yesterday, a r r i ved in to 
c a m p , we got into M c D o u g a l l ' s c amp about 10 o 'clock last n i gh t , " sa id Roe . 

R o e also said C a m p b e l l h a d his j acke t of f a l l day o n 27 J u l y a n d was wear­
i n g his badge outside his vest i n the s h i n i n g sun. "It was the most consp i cu ­
ous t h i n g he h a d . " 

N a y l o r asked why C a m p b e l l r e tu rned to the death scene after b e i n g sent 
to C u m b e r l a n d a n d whether the fatal bul le t was steel or soft-nosed. Roe 
c o u l d not answer e i ther quest ion. 

C h i e f S t ephenson testif ied he went to the scene o n 30 J u l y to b r i n g the 
body out. It was very r o u g h country a n d the h i l l s ide was at a n angle o f 45 de­
grees. S tephenson said C a m p b e l l h a d to be taken back to the scene because 
he was the only m a n who c o u l d show the way. G o o d w i n was o n the t ra i l l y i n g 
close to one o f three fa l len trees. T h e r e were bloodstains o n the t ra i l s ix feet 
three inches f r om the body. H e searched G o o d w i n and f o u n d a box w i th 
e ight .22-cal ibre automat ic shells i n his shirt pocket, some papers a n d 
matchbox , kn i fe a n d handkerch ie f . (Cur ious ly , e ight shells were the same 
n u m b e r o f shells that Roe h a d jus t testif ied he c o u l d not f i nd after u n l o a d ­
i n g Goodw in ' s r i f le, then r e l o ad ing it w i th two shells). S tephenson took the 
.22-cal ibre ri f le i n w h i c h there were two shells. W h e n he got back to C u m ­
b e r l a n d , he was g iven C a m p b e l l ' s r i f le, w h i c h became E x h i b i t F at the i n ­
quest. 

H e also sa id that Janes (whom he ca l l ed a special constable) gave h i m a 
packet o f 25 .30-ca l ib re shells supposed to have come f r om C a m p b e l l . We r e 
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they soft-nosed d u m - d u m bullets, H a r r i s o n asked, p i c k i n g u p o n Nay lo r ' s 
ear l i e r quest ion. S t ephenson sa id they were "me ta l p a t c h e d " bul lets, 
" s emi -pa tched , " w i th a soft nose. Shown the two pieces o f bul le t that D r . 
M i l l a r d took f r o m Goodw in ' s body, S tephenson said it was " a soft-nosed 
bul le t . " 

T h e n it was Moresby ' s t u r n : H e showed S tephenson the .22-cal ibre ri f le 
w h i c h Devit t a n d Roe said they f o u n d i n Goodw in ' s hands a n d asked i f a 
bul le t f i r ed f r om it "a t any reasonable distance, what the effect w o u l d be o n a 
h u m a n body, i f it h i t a v i ta l spot?" R e p l i e d S tephenson : "It w o u l d m e a n 
dea th . " A n d at close range , 13 to 20 feet? " W o u l d be greater cer ta in ly . " H e 
descr ibed the r i f le as " a better grade than the o rd inary .22. B u t it is not a 
h igh-power by any means . " 

T h e ju r y o f six m e n de l ibera ted ha l f a n h o u r before r e t u r n i n g w i th a fac­
tual a n d neutra l verdict . "We , the unde rs i gned ju r y , empane l l ed to hear 
the evidence pe r t a in ing to the death o f the late A lber t G o o d w i n , after view­
ing the body a n d h e a r i n g the evidence p roduced , come to the conc lus i on 
that the said A lbe r t G o o d w i n evidently met his dea th by a bul le t f r om a r i f le 
i n the hands o f Const . C a m p b e l l who was t ry ing to effect the arrest o f the de­
ceased A lber t G o o d w i n , who was evad ing the M i l i t a r y Service Ac t . " T h e six 
m e n who s igned the verdict were: F rank Dalby, j u r y f o reman, who was a 
storekeeper at C a n a d i a n Co l l i e r i es (Dunsmuir ) L t d . ; Char l e s P a r n h a m , a 
city a l de rman , o v e rman (unde r g r ound supervisor) at N o . 4 m i n e ; R .R . 
R idou t , payro l l c lerk at C a n a d i a n Co l l i e r i es ; N e i l M c F a d y e n , a schoo l 
trustee, stable boss at C a n a d i a n Co l l i e r i es ; J o h n Fraser, p r op r i e t o r o f a c i ­
gar a n d barber shop; a n d J . W . Cooke , postmaster. I n a c o m m u n i t y devoted 
to coal m i n i n g , the j u r y con ta ined not a s ingle w o r k i n g m i n e r . 1 7 

A t some po in t d u r i n g the day o f the inquest, P rov inc i a l Po l ice arrested 
C a m p b e l l and charged h i m w i th mans laughter . H e was wh i sked off to V i c ­
tor ia immed ia te l y after the inquest where he was formal ly a r ra i gned nex t 
day i n court. H e was released f r om custody o n ba i l o f $10 ,000 by Jus t i ce o f 
the Peace, W i l l i a m Nor thco t t . T h e case was r e m a n d e d for a week . 1 8 

W B C Archives, G R 1327, Reel B2401, Coroner's Inquest at Cumberland, B C , 31 
July 1918, transcript, 151/18; Cumberland city directories; Haro ldBanks interview; 
Masters, "The Shooting of Ginger Goodwin,"; Vancouver Sun, 31 July 1918. 
1 V i c t o r i a Dai/y Times, 1 August 1918; Vancouver Sun, 2 August 1918; Victoria Daily 
Colonist, 2 August 1918. 



C H A P T E R SEVEN 

F R O M GENERAL STRIKE 
T O C O U R T R O O M 

MURDEROUS DISLOYALTY 

Headline in the B . C . Veterans Week ly 
8 August 1918 

after the 'Goodwin general strike 

T E M P E R S W E R E R I S I N G , i n C u m b e r l a n d and elsewhere, over the k i l l i n g o f 
G o o d w i n . "It 's a w o n d e r they d idn ' t take that C a m p b e l l out a n d tar a n d 
feather h i m , " J e a n Le tcher , then 15 years o l d , said years later. 

F r i ends o f G o o d w i n began to chal lenge the self-defence vers ion o f the 
shoot ing , saying that the p a t h o f the bul let showed that his head must have 
been t u r n e d away a n d thus he cou ld not have been s ight ing his r i f le at 
C a m p b e l l as was c l a imed . A mass mee t ing o f coa l miners dec ided not to 
work o n Fr iday 2 Augus t a n d to at tend Goodwin ' s funera l at C u m b e r l a n d 
Cemetery . It was the first wo rk stoppage since the early weeks o f the B i g 
S t r ike i n 1912. 

In Vancouver , u n i o n l eader J a c k Kavanagh said: "Wha t we want to know 
is whether it was self-defence o r m u r d e r . " A t a special mee t ing o f the V a n ­
couver T rades a n d L a b o u r C o u n c i l , secretary V i c t o r M idge l y r ead f r o m a 
te legraphic despatch that said G o o d w i n threw u p his hands w h e n o r d e r e d 
a n d advanced i n that m a n n e r towards D a n C a m p b e l l un t i l he was five yards 
away w h e n the despatch said, he d r o p p e d his hands a n d p o i n t e d his ri f le at 
the specia l constable who shot and k i l l e d h i m . M idge l y asked where 
G o o d w i n was ca r r y ing his r i f le a l l the t ime he he ld his hands i n the a ir . A ca l l 
for a 24 -hour genera l str ike i n Vancouver was sent out by the M e t a l T rades 
C o u n c i l a n d the Vancouve r T rades and L a b o u r C o u n c i l , the first genera l 
str ike i n C a n a d a . T h e day before the funera l , the federal gove rnment is­
sued a p r o c l ama t i on (advert ised several days later) o f fer ing a cond i t i ona l 
amnesty f r om p u n i s h m e n t for deserters p rov i ded they r epor t ed for duty by 
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Huge funeral procession for Ginger Goodwin lines up on Dunsmuir Avenue in 
Cumberland on 2 August 1918. The coffin was borne from the home of John and 
Margaret Clark on nearby Penrith Avenue where Goodwin often boarded. He was 
buried in Cumberland Cemetery several kilometres away. Cumberland Museum and 
Archives, CI 10-001. 

24 August . H a d he been alive, however, G o o d w i n wou ld not have taken ad ­
vantage o f the amnesty because o f the c ond i t i on to r epor t for duty . 1 

W o r k ceased in the C u m b e r l a n d coal mines and everyone p o u r e d out for 
the funeral , a persona l t r ibute not only to G o o d w i n and the respect i n w h i c h 
he was he ld but also an express ion o f outrage at what his f r iends cons idered 
to have been his murde r . H i s body had been p laced in a cof f in a n d taken the 
day before the funeral f r om T h o m a s Banks ' U n d e r t a k i n g Par lours to the 
home o f J o h n and Margare t C l a r k at 2725 Penr i th Avenue where G o o d w i n 
h a d spent so m u c h o f his life i n C u m b e r l a n d . T h i s was the home , too, o f 
M a r y C l a r k , then 22 years o l d . She and G i n g e r were fr iends, not more than 
that, a n d they went out together. " They were real good pa ls , " Mary ' s y o u n ­
ger sister, J e a n , then 15 years o ld , recal led years later. "We always thought 

'Author's interview with Jean (Clark) Letcher, 16 March 1988; Victoria DaUy Times, 
1, 2 August 1918; Victoria Daily Colonist, 2 August 1918; Vancouver Province, 1 Au­
gust 1918; Vancouver Sun, 31 July, 2 August 1918; B.C. Federationist, 2 August 1918; 
Nanaimo Free Press, 5 August 1918. 
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there w o u l d be love between them but there was not, they were a l l jus t 
f r iendly , they were great f r iends. " 

T h e t rad i t i ona l o p e n coff in drew many fr iends to the house for the visita­
t i on . N e x t day, the funera l itself was massive: T h e process ion to the ceme­
tery, several k i l omet res f r o m C u m b e r l a n d , stretched for m o r e than a k i l o ­
metre . F r i ends also came f r om beyond C u m b e r l a n d . T h e cof f in was hoisted 
by ha l f a d o z e n pa l lbearers to their shoulders a n d ca r r i ed slowly u p Pen r i th 
Avenue a n d over to D u n s m u i r Avenue . T h e ga the r ing c rowd paused at the 
intersect ion o f T h i r d Street to f o rm u p the process ion , a brass b a n d i n the 
lead, fo l lowed by pa l lbearers wi th the coff in. A t the edge o f town, the cof f in 
was p l a ced i n a hearse. 

T h e service was conduc t ed on the u p p e r s lope o f the cemetery by the So­
cial ist Party o f C a n a d a , C u m b e r l a n d L o c a l 70. T h e speakers were J o e 
Nay l o r , o l d f r i end , u n i o n a n d Socialist comrade , who was st i l l unable to get 
work i n the m ines since the B i g Str ike ; Wal l i s Le feaux, V a n c o u v e r lawyer ac­
tive i n the defence o f trade unionists and Social ists, a n d later C C F m e m b e r 
o f the B C leg is lature for Vancouver Cent re f r om 1941 to 1945; a n d W i l l i a m 
A . P r i t c h a r d , Socia l ist , orator and executive m e m b e r o f the Vancouve r 
T rades a n d L a b o u r C o u n c i l . P r i t chard , whose father was f i r ed f r om the 
D u n s m u i r coa l m ines i n 1903 for o r gan i z ing a u n i o n i n L a d y s m i t h , was the 
f ina l speaker. H e read f r o m a poem, wh i ch began: 

Not that we fear to die, 
For why should we 
Who face a l iv ing death 
From day to day 
Fear what we know eternal rest to be, 
A sudden end, rather than a slow decay.2 

I n Vancouver , the not ice for the 24 -hour genera l str ike was brief : 

In Memoriam 
Special Notice by 

Trades and Labor and Metal 
Trades Councils 

All members of Unions affiliated 
with the above councils will cease work 

for twenty-four hours commencing 12 o'clock, 
Friday, August 2nd, 1918, as a protest 

against the shooting of Brother A. Goodwin. 

Jean Letcher interview; Wi l l iam A. Pritchard manuscript, University of B C Library, 
Special Collections and University Archives Division; Author's interview with Karl Coe, 
1987; Masters, "The Shooting of Ginger Goodwin"; B.C. Federationist, 9August 1918. 
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P r o m p t l y at n o o n , conductors a n d m o t o r m e n took the city streetcars back 
to the barns . S h i p y a r d workers , l ongshoremen , garment workers a n d elec­
t r ica l workers s topped work. Others stayed at work : Pr in ters , pos tmen , 
teamsters, t e l ephone workers . A t least 5,600 workers went out but a lmost 
10,000 u n i o n members d i d not. T h e strike, ca l l ed a m i d a turbu len t t ime for 
l abour re lat ions, i n B C a n d elsewhere, aroused the dai ly press to i n d i g n a t i o n 
a n d drove some r e tu rned soldiers into a r io tous frenzy. 

Sgt. A . E . Lees, secretary o f the Grea t W a r Veterans Assoc ia t i on i n B C , 
w i th w h o m G o o d w i n h a d spoken only six months ear l ier seek ing to he lp re­
t u r n e d soldiers, was pract ical ly beside himsel f . "Whe the r he was shot i n the 
front o r the back, he got his jus t a n d due deserts. H e was a n outcast, a n out­
law, a n d not deserv ing o f sympathy, " he dec la red . As to the attacks o n la ­
b o u r leaders, Sgt. Lees con t inued : " T h e treatment g iven these l abour m e n 
this a f t e rnoon (Aug. 2) w i l l be n o t h i n g c o m p a r e d to what we w i l l do i f they 
try to t u r n this country into a second Russ ia . " 

T h e B.C. Veterans Weekly c ommented : " T h e r e are no two ways about this 
str ike. It is murde rous dis loyal ty . " Its ed i to r ia l c onc luded : " T h e r e are many 
fol lowers o f the G o o d w i n type i n Vancouver , but they are e i ther g o i n g to 
stop this sort o f t h i n g hereafter o r Vancouve r is g o ing to be too hot a place 
for t h em to l ive i n . " 

T h e dai ly newspapers howled . T h e Vancouve r Sun h ead l i n ed its edi to­
r i a l " G e r m a n o r B r i t i s h — W h i c h ? " and c ommen t ed : "Eve ry m a n who lays 
off, i n obedience to the in famous r e c o m m e n d a t i o n o f extremists w i thout 
h o n o r or conscience, w i l l stain h imse l f w i th some th ing that can hard l y be 
d i s t ingu ished f r om del iberate treason." A d d e d the Vancouve r Province: 
" H u n d r e d s o f u n i o n labor m e n f r om B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a have d i e d bravely 
f i gh t ing for the E m p i r e a n d the cause o f r i gh t i n France a n d F landers . F o r 
none o f them have the o rgan i zed workers been asked to pay such h o n o r as 
they have been ca l l ed u p o n to offer to the m a n who was k i l l e d w i th a ri f le i n 
his h a n d res ist ing the law o f this country . " 

In the even ing o f 2 August , r e turned soldiers s to rmed the Vancouve r L a ­
b o u r T e m p l e , assaulted labour counc i l secretary V i c t o r M idge l y , a n d forced 
h i m to kiss the U n i o n Jack . P ioneer f ighter for women 's r ights , H e l e n a 
Gut te r idge , later e lected the first w o m a n m e m b e r o f V a n c o u v e r city c oun ­
c i l , was there. She said 300 veterans broke down the l abour t emp le door , 
shattered windows a n d threw papers a n d records everywhere. T h e veterans 
forced M i d g e l y out o f a second-f loor w indow onto a c op ing . H e managed to 
c l imb back ins ide a n d wou ld have been pushed out aga in but for the inter­
ven t i on o f s tenographer Frances Foxcrof t . 

T h e next day, veterans attacked the Longsho r emen ' s H a l l . T h e y de­
m a n d e d that u n i o n leaders E r n i e W i n c h (later C C F m e m b e r o f the B C legis­
lature for Bu rnaby for more than 30 years whose son, H a r o l d , l e d the party 
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i n the house) , J a c k Kavanagh , George T h o m a s , W i l l i a m P r i t cha rd , W . H . 
C o t t r e l l , J o e Nay l o r , a n d M idge l y a l l leave BC for the rest o f W o r l d W a r I. 
T h e u n i o n leaders, however, said they h a d the suppor t o f the ir members 
a n d they p r o m p t l y pu t it to the test. Delegates to the l abour counc i l (who 
h a d ear l i e r vo t ed 117 to one i n favour o f the 24 -hour genera l strike) re­
s i gned en masse. T h e major un ions then re-elected the same delegates and , 
w i th two o r three except ions, so d i d the smal l e r un ions . It was a c lear vote o f 
c on f i dence . 3 

T h e r e were cont ras t ing obituaries for G o o d w i n . In T r a i l , the News c o m ­
m e n t e d : " G o o d w i n deserves no sympathy n o r do those who th ink as he 
does. C a n a d a is at war a n d has ca l l ed its y o u n g m e n to the colors. H e was 
one o f them, a n d his persistent evasion o f h is duty brought the na tura l c on ­
sequence. T h o u s a n d s have gone w i l l ing ly a n d g ladly a n d many have p a i d 
the p r i ce . A lbe r t G o o d w i n p a i d it, not i n the l ine o f duty, but because he 
w o u l d not c o n f o r m to what we are a l l subject to a n d threatened a n officer. 
H e was a b r i gh t m a n a n d c o u l d have made a name for h imse l f . " T h e V a n ­
couver Sun sa id : " H e is very p o o r mate r i a l for m a r t y r d o m . H i s name does 
no t b e l o n g i n the ca l endar o f saints. H i s conduct was an ev i l example , w h i c h 
brave m e n o r pa t r io t i c m e n cannot condone . Le t his fr iends grieve, i f they 
w i l l , but let a l l o ther good cit izens cease to m e n t i o n h i m hence for th . " 

G o o d w i n ' s f r iends saw matters di f ferently. P r i t cha rd said Goodw in ' s 
dea th was a loss to the l abour movement . P r i t c h a r d c i ted a c omp l i me n t p a i d 
to G o o d w i n by the ma ins t r eam dai ly Vancouve r World o n his inoffensive 
language as p r o o f o f Goodw in ' s fine character . " H e was we l l posted o n the 
w o r k i n g class movement , a n orator o f no m e a n abi l i ty, a n d a gen t l eman i n 
the best sense o f the w o r d ; k ind ly -hear ted , earnest a n d sincere i n his efforts 
to b r i n g about a change i n the system w h i c h he knew so wel l was the cause o f 
wars, a n d a l l the il ls f r om w h i c h society suffers," sa id P r i t c h a r d . 4 

Back o n V a n c o u v e r Is land, the po l ice search for draft dodgers d i d not let 
u p . T h e press r epo r t ed that the y o u n g m e n for w h o m prev ious searches 
y i e l d ed n o result gave themselves u p . B u t acco rd ing to later accounts, 
B o o t h m a n , Tay l o r , a n d R a n d a l l were sp i r i t ed away f r om the ir m o u n t a i n 
h ideou t by f r iends. D o m i n i o n Pol ice Inspector W i l l i a m J o h n Devitt came 
back a n d arrested J o e N a y l o r a n d Dav id A i t k e n i n m id -Augus t a n d charged 
t h e m w i th a i d i n g a n d abet t ing deserters ( i n c lud ing Goodwin ) by ear l ier tak-

3Labour/Le Travail, 23 (Spring 1989); B.C. Veterans Weekly, Vancouver, 8 August 
1918; Vancouver Province, 2August 1918, 2August 1978; Vancouver 5MM, 2, 3, 30 
August 1918; Victoria Daily Times, 2 August 1918; Irene Howard, The Struggle for So­
cial Justice in British Columbia: Helena Gutteridge, the Unknown Reformer (Vancouver, 
1992); Phill ips, No Power Greater. 
Vancouver World, 20 August 1917; Trai l News, 9 August 1918; Vancouver Sun 2 A u ­
gust 1918; B.C. Federationist, 2 August 1918. 
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i n g grocer ies to them. D o m i n i o n Po l ice Constab le A l f r e d Staf ford a n d P ro ­
v inc i a l Po l i ce Constab le Rober t R u s h f o r d arrested two mi l i ta ry evaders, 
ident i f i ed only as J . F o r d a n d an I ta l ian, o n 23 Augus t and took th em to the 
Cour t enay l ock -up . R u s h f o r d was aga in assist ing Devitt o n 29 Augus t l ook­
i n g for mi l i ta ry deserters. 5 

Meanwh i l e , the mans laughter case against D a n i e l C a m p b e l l was b e i n g 
p r e p a r e d by the Prov inc ia l Pol ice for the P r e l im ina ry Invest igat ion o r hear ­
i ng , c omparab l e to today's P r e l im inary Inqu i ry i n P rov inc i a l C o u r t . T h e 
h e a r i n g convened o n 7 Augus t at the V i c t o r i a Cour thouse before two J u s ­
tices o f the Peace, W i l l i a m Nor thco t t a n d D r . Lewis H a l l . It was notable i n 
three ways: 

1. Several witnesses enhanced their evidence from the inquest, the effect being to 
buttress the self-defence argument. 
2. Defence counsel Wil l iam Moresby was shocked when six witnesses for the prose­
cution arrived unexpectedly from Cumberland (in the days before the Crown had to 
make full disclosure of its case in advance). These witnesses testified that on three 
occasions, Campbell said he would "get" the deserters "dead or alive." One of the 
witnesses quoted Campbell as using the word "shot." 
3. The Crown conducted its case on two premises: That Campbell was operating 
on a "dead or alive" basis (supported by the testimony of the six surprise witnesses); 
and that no words were exchanged before Campbell shot Goodwin, the suggestion 
being that Campbell did not offer Goodwin the opportunity to surrender. Yet, curi­
ously, both Inspector Devitt and Lance Corporal George Henry Roe of the Domin­
ion Police knew differently, d id not say so in court, and allowed the prosecutor to 
proceed on an erroneous premise. There may be a legal explanation for this, how­
ever. In Chapter 9, criminal lawyer Adr ian Brooks explains that the rules of court 
should prevent Devitt and Roe from repeating, as hearsay evidence, exculpatory 
statements by an accused. 

T h e purpose o f the P re l im inary Invest igat ion was to dec ide i f there was 
e n o u g h evidence to warrant a t r ia l . T h i s was u n l i k e the inquest w h i c h h a d a 
l i m i t e d fact- f inding focus u n d e r the BC Co rone r s Act . T h e duty o f the i n ­
quest j u r y was to view the body, hear the ev idence and give a verdict , d ec id ­
i n g who the dead person was a n d how, when , a n d where he o r she came to 
d ie . F i n d i n g fault was u p to the c r i m i n a l courts w h i c h must enqu i r e not on ly 
into the facts o f a n event but also whether any c r i m i n a l intent can be f o u n d . 
E v e n a l l ow ing for the dif ference i n funct ions, however, the accret ion i n tes­
t imony between the two hear ings was cons iderab le . 

3 B C Archives, GR445 Volume 69, B C Provincial Police Force, Rushford Reports; 
Vancouver Sun, 2 August 1918; Interviews with Winnie Williamson, J immy Ellis, 
Elsie Marocchi, in Masters, "The Shooting of Ginger Goodwin"; B.C. Federatianist, 
16, 23 August 1918. 



114 Fighting For Dignity 

T h e case against D a n i e l C a m p b e l l was ca l l ed at the V i c t o r i a Cour thouse 
i n Bas t i on Square (now h o m e to the M a r i t i m e M u s e u m o f BC) before the two 
Just ices o f the Peace, No r thco t t a n d H a l l . T h e y were lay persons who regu­
lar ly d e c i d ed whether there was sufficient evidence to c o m m i t accused per­
sons to s tand t r ia l . No r thco t t was the purchas ing agent, assessor, a n d 
b u i l d i n g inspector for the city o f V i c t o r i a . H a l l was a dentist a n d a n active 
L i b e r a l who was mayo r o f V i c t o r i a i n 1908 a n d 1909. T h e prosecutor was 
W i l l i a m Car te r . Moresby c on t inued to represent C a m p b e l l . 

D r . M i l l a r d repeated his post m o r t e m evidence f r om the inquest . A g a i n , 
h e sa id there were two wounds o n the left neck, one b i g e n o u g h to admi t two 
f ingers, a n d a smal l p u n c t u r e d f lesh w o u n d . Two por t ions o f one bul le t that 
prac t i ca l l y f i t ted together were f o u n d i n the r i ght shoulder . A g a i n , the exis­
tence o f two wounds to the left neck w h e n only one bul let was f i r ed was not 
p u r s u e d i n ques t i on ing . T h e only exp lana t i on , i f his ev idence is accepted, is 
that the bu l l e t b roke into two pieces after h i t t i n g the wrist a n d before reach­
i n g the neck. M i l l a r d h a d sa id he h a d no posit ive i nd i ca t i on that the left 
wr ist w o u n d was caused by a gunshot . Now, when asked, " A n d w o u l d y ou say 
the w o u n d o n the a r m a n d neck were caused by the same bu l l e t ? " M i l l a r d re­
p l i e d : " I n my o p i n i o n yes." B u t how d i d he account for powder marks , 
w h i c h he f o u n d o n the neck, not b e ing o n the wrist? "I cannot say, the c l o th ­
i n g was r emoved before I saw it, a n d it m i g h t be o n account o f the c l o th ing 
b e i n g r emoved , the c l o th ing m i gh t have rubbed it off." (Years later, the u n ­
der taker ' s son, H a r o l d B a n k s , who v iewed Goodwin ' s body, said there were 
p o w d e r marks o n the wrist). A t the inquest, M i l l a r d said the wrist w o u n d ex­
t ended "near ly to the bone . " Now, he said the w o u n d ex t ended " to the 
bone . " M i l l a r d repeated ear l i e r test imony that i n his o p i n i o n Goodw in ' s left 
a r m w o u l d have h a d to be o n a level w i th the w o u n d o n his neck a n d the lo ­
ca t i on o f the bul let . M i l l a r d said he h a n d l e d two or three gunshot cases a 
year a n d , asked i f the bul le t w h i c h k i l l e d G o o d w i n was soft-nosed or d u m ­
d u m , r e p l i e d that it was " a soft-nosed bul let , not a n explosive bu l l e t , " a n or­
d inary h u n t i n g bul let . A g a i n , Moresby zeroed i n o n one bul le t caus ing the 
wrist a n d neck wounds : " T h e r e is not the slightest doubt i n y o u r m i n d that 
the w o u n d o n the a r m , the rad ius , a n d the neck were both caused at the 
same t ime? " M i l l a r d r e p l i e d : " T h e same t ime . " 

Inspector Devit t repeated his test imony about how the po l i ce reached 
A l o n e M o u n t a i n , w i th a m i n o r date confus ion . Af ter hea r ing a gunshot a n d 
r u s h i n g w i th Lance C o r p o r a l Roe to the scene, he f ound C a m p b e l l s tand ing 
th i r t e en feet f r om G o o d w i n who was facedown, dead, a n d c lu t ch ing a 
.22-cal ibre automat ic r i f le. Dev i t t quo ted C a m p b e l l as saying: "I sur render 
to y o u Inspector , I h a d to do it to save my l i fe . " N o w Devitt added to his ear­
l i e r tes t imony: H e said that Goodw in ' s r i gh t i ndex f inger was ex tended . 
" A n d that w o u l d be for the purpose o f p u l l i n g the t r igger?" asked defence 
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counse l W i l l i a m Moresby . "I shou ld th ink so, the muscles were a l l flexed," 
r ep l i ed Devitt . (Ear l ier , M i l l a r d said the hands o f a d ead p e r s o n who was 
k i l l e d instantly w o u l d be flexed, w i thout re laxat ion, a n d w o u l d keep the 
same pos i t i on after death). Jus t i ce o f the Peace Nor thco t t asked : " A c c o r d ­
i n g to the way y ou f o u n d the deceased he was i n a pos i t i on to shoot the way 
he h a d his hands ou t ? " R e p l i e d Devit t : " T h a t is certainly my o p i n i o n . " 

Devit t also sa id Goodw in ' s neck w o u n d was caused by " a r i coche t ing , it 
was not a straight w o u n d , " a d d i n g to his inquest test imony. 

Devit t was asked: " W o u l d a bul le t fired at that distance at a man 's wrist 
r icochet l ike that? " 

" O h yes." 
" A n d the s t r i k ing o f the bone at that distance f rom that ri f le w o u l d de­

flect the bu l l e t? " 
"I th ink so." 
Devitt 's r icochet theory was consistent w i th his inquest test imony that 

one bul le t caused the wrist a n d neck wounds. 
A t the inquest, Devit t was asked about G o o d w i n : " Y o u d i d not know the 

m a n at that t ime? " H e r e p l i e d : " N o , I d i d not know the m a n . " N o w he was 
asked: " D i d y ou know the deceased before that?" Devit t answered: " N o , I 
h a d never met h i m . " (It may have been true that Dev i t t h a d never met 
G o o d w i n , o r even h a d known h i m i n a f o rma l sense, but he c o u l d hard ly 
have fa i led to have k n o w n of him. W h e n Devitt was po l ice ch i e f o f Ross land , 
G o o d w i n was a regu lar v is i tor f r om nearby T r a i l , his arr ivals at the A l l a n 
H o t e l were rout ine ly r epo r t ed i n the social c o l u m n o f the Daily Miner. A n y 
po l i ce ch ie f o f Ross land , w h i c h supp l i ed nearby Tra i l ' s smel ter w i th its raw 
mater ia ls , w o u l d surely have known , at least by name a n d reputa t i on , one o f 
the l ead ing trade union is ts o f the area). 

Car te r , for the prosecut ion , emphas i z ed to Nor thco t t a n d H a l l that, ev i­
dent ly , no words h a d passed between C a m p b e l l and G o o d w i n before the fa­
tal shot. H e asked Devi t t : " D i d C a m p b e l l at any t ime speak to y o u o r anyone 
else i n your hea r ing about how the shoot ing occurred o r i n what pos i t i on his 
r i f le was i n ? " 

" N o t at the t ime . " 
" A t any t ime? " 
"Yes , s ince." 
Devit t said that later, i n V i c t o r i a , C a m p b e l l " just demons t ra t ed that the 

m a n came close to h i m a n d covered h i m w i th a rif le a n d he p u l l e d h i s . " 
" T e l l us what he t o ld y ou there?" 
" T h a t was a l l he t o l d us, it was more o f a jest [sic: gesture?] than any­

t h i n g . " 
" W h a t d i d he say?" 
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" H e sa id he p u l l e d his ri f le, he said the deceased ra ised his a r m to his 
shoulder , no t the accused. " 

A n d yet, bo th Devi t t a n d Roe, i f the ir own notes are to be be l ieved, knew 
that more than this was sa id. T h e i r notes quoted C a m p b e l l as ca l l ing o n 
G o o d w i n to surrender . Ye t they al lowed Car t e r to conduc t the prosecut ion 
o n the p remise that n o t h i n g was said before the fatal shoot ing . Devitt 's 
notes say this, immed ia te l y after the shoot ing : "Cons tab l e C a m p b e l l said I 
h a d to do this to save my life, / asked this man to surrender and give me his rifle 
a n d he covered me w i th his ri f le as though to shoot. In sel f defence I h a d to 
shoot f i rst . " Roe said i n his notes: " H e (Campbel l ) sa id take me i n charge In­
spector Devi t t — but I c ou ld not he lp it. / told him to surrender but he covered 
me a n d to save my own life I had to p u l l , ..." (Emphas is added) . Ne i th e r 
Devitt n o r Roe testif ied at the inquest that C a m p b e l l t o ld G o o d w i n to sur­
r ender before shoo t ing h i m . 

B u t the 'I sur render ' words attr ibuted to C a m p b e l l were hard ly the note­
book secret o f Devi t t a n d Roe . T h e statement h a d been m a d e pub l i c l y be­
fore the P r e l im ina r y Invest igat ion, ra is ing a quest ion o f how we l l i n f o rmed 
the prosecut ion was about the case. T h e V i c t o r i a Daily Colonist r epor ted o n 
31 J u l y — the m o r n i n g o f the inquest — that Constab le Rush f o rd quoted 
C a m p b e l l as t e l l ing G o o d w i n before the shot was f i r ed : "S t i ck u p your hands 
a n d come fo rward . " T h e newspaper repeated this o n 9 Augus t w h e n it re­
po r t ed that No r thco t t a n d H a l l had commi t t ed C a m p b e l l to s tand t r ia l . 
" A c c o r d i n g to the o r i g i na l story, a l though this was not submit ted as evi­
dence at the invest igat ion, Campbell ordered Goodwin to surrender. G o o d w i n 
h e l d u p his hands a n d advanced towards C a m p b e l l , then suddenly c lutched 
his r i f le a n d ra ised it to his shoulder . C a m p b e l l shot f irst . " (Emphasis 
added) . 

T h e C o m o x Argus r epo r t ed o n 1 August that G o o d w i n "was ordered to 
throw up his hands, Campbell at the same time telling (him) he was under arrest." 
(Emphas is added) . W h i l e Devi t t a n d Roe c ou ld not themselves testify as to 
what C a m p b e l l t o ld them that he said to G o o d w i n , because that w o u l d be i n ­
admiss ib le hearsay ev idence f r om a th i r d party — it c ou ld on ly come f r o m 
C a m p b e l l i n court — that does not e xp l a in why the prosecut ion f ounded an 
impor t an t par t o f its case against C a m p b e l l o n the premise that no words 
were exchanged before the shoot ing . T h i s remains an unanswered and , 
now, unanswerable quest ion. 

A l t h o u g h Devi t t ident i f i ed Campbe l l ' s ri f le i n court , w h e n he was asked 
how C a m p b e l l was a r m e d he sa id: "I cannot say what he was a r m e d wi th , the 
regu la t i on a r m for D o m i n i o n Pol ice is general ly a .45 or .55 p i s t o l . " A t the 
inquest, asked what C a m p b e l l was a r m e d wi th , he said "I wou ld not swear to 
it but I bel ieve he car r i ed a .32 S m i t h a n d Wesson special , s ome th ing l ike 
that." H e was then presented w i th and ident i f i ed Campbe l l ' s r i f le. 
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Devi t t also a d d e d this testimony, over the inquest : H e h a d o n fi le "cer­
t a in te legrams" (which were never p r o d u c e d i n cour t or elsewhere) " w h i c h 
stated that the unfor tunate m a n , the deceased, h a d stated that he w o u l d 
shoot any m a n that w o u l d attempt to draft h i m in to the a rmy . " Immedia te ly 
before saying that, however, he testif ied: "I h a d no in f o rmat i on that we 
shou ld be more careful about G o o d w i n t h a n any o ther one, a g ood dea l o f 
talk h a d been go ing a r o u n d . " (Years later, C u m b e r l a n d m i n e r B e n 
H o r b u r y said he was present when G o o d w i n a n d B o o t h m a n t o l d his father 
that, i f c o rne r ed by pol ice , they w o u l d not shoot.) B u t was C a m p b e l l aware o f 
Goodw in ' s a l l eged dangerousness, Devitt was asked . "I don ' t know, " he re­
p l i ed . 

Devi t t testi f ied he received in f o rmat i on w h e n he a r r i ved i n C u m b e r l a n d 
where the deserters m igh t be located. H e was then asked, for the first t ime : 
D i d the i n f o rma t i on disclose that these m e n were armed? "Yes . " Devit t sa id 
a n ear l ier r a i d o n a cab in " that was supposed to be o ccup i ed by T a y l o r a n d 
m e n o f his pa r t y " resul ted i n " a large n u m b e r o f ri f les a n d a m m u n i t i o n " be­
i n g taken a n d he said C a m p b e l l knew this. Devit t also said "heavy shotguns" 
were f o u n d i n the cab in ra id . (But i n what s ounded l ike the same ra id , C o n ­
stable R u s h f o r d testif ied later i n August at the P r e l im ina ry Invest igat ion o f 
J o e Nay lo r , o n the charge o f a i d i n g and abet t ing deserters, that a D o m i n i o n 
Po l i ce -Prov inc ia l Pol ice search i n w h i c h Tay l o r , the m a n i n the b lack mask, 
got away, the po l i ce only f ound " A shotgun a n d some a m m u n i t i o n " i n a 
shack). Devit t also said, for the first t ime, that a r e d handke r ch i e f w i th holes 
i n it, suggestive o f a mask, was f ound i n a lean-to on ly 200 yards f r om where 
the shoot ing took place where there was ev idence o f recent cook ing . Devit t 
sa id he h a d i n f o rma t i on about the inc ident invo l v ing Rush f o rd a n d a m a n 
w i th a mask n a m e d Tay lor , that Rush f o rd h a d fired at h i m , a n d he be l ieved 
C a m p b e l l knew this. 

T h e p ic ture now be ing presented became c lear : T h e po l i ce were search­
i n g for deserters who were a rmed a n d dangerous , w i l l i n g to shoot, i n a n 
area where a n u m b e r o f rif les, shotguns a n d a m m u n i t i o n h a d been f ound , 
that G o o d w i n h a d said he w o u l d not be taken al ive a n d h a d his t r igger fin­
ger ready to f ire his r i f le. A l l this bolstered Campbe l l ' s c l a i m o f self-defence, 
o f course. 

George H e n r y Roe had the same lapse o f m e m o r y as Devitt : Roe 's notes, 
i n Devitt 's notebook, quoted C a m p b e l l as saying, immed ia te l y after the 
shoot ing , "I t o ld h i m to surrender but he covered me a n d to save my own 
life I h a d to p u l l B u t Roe testif ied that C a m p b e l l on ly sa id : "I a m very 
sorry, Inspector , but I had to do this i n self defence, it was my life against his 
l i fe . " T h e r e was no m e n t i o n o f C a m p b e l l t e l l ing G o o d w i n to surrender . 
Roe , who had l i s tened to Devitt 's test imony ( someth ing that w o u l d not be 
a l lowed today i n a c r i m i n a l trial), sa id aga in that Goodw in ' s ri f le was l oaded . 
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H i s a t tent ion was d i r ec ted to Goodwin ' s hands a n d the r i gh t i ndex f inger 
that Devi t t though t was i n a shoo t ing pos i t i on . Roe said Goodwin ' s hands 
" h a d about c losed but h a d not st i f fened." H e was asked, "Where was the i n ­
d ex finger o f his r i gh t h a n d ? " N o w Roe , who said he took the r i f le out o f 
G o o d w i n ' s hands , became uncer ta in : "I c o u l d not say, I won ' t say because I 
canno t . " 

Dev i t t testi f ied (and Roe conf i rmed) that he o rde r ed Roe to make 
G o o d w i n ' s r i f le secure. Devi t t said he issued this o rde r this because o f in for­
m a t i o n that there were o ther deserters i n the area a n d " one less ri f le i n the 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d I thought w o u l d be better. " Ye t Roe testif ied at the inquest 
that he r e l oaded the r i f le w i th the on ly two bul lets (of 10) that he c o u l d find 
o n the moss- laden g r o u n d after emp ty ing the r i f le. Roe said he tu rned the 
r i f le over to Devit t . 

N e i t h e r Devi t t n o r Roe testif ied at the inquest about f i n d i n g a ri f le u n d e r 
a b i g r o ck about two hours before G o o d w i n was shot w h i c h not only d i d they 
fa i l to secure but d i d not confiscate e i ther a l though bo th m e n recorded the 
event i n the i r notebooks . Devi t t wrote that it was a " take d o w n " ri f le, w h i c h 
is o f ten a .22 r i f le that separates into two parts. B u t Devi t t d i d tel l the Pre­
l i m i n a r y Invest igat ion about finding this r i f le. T h e po l i c emen dec ided to 
cache the weapon " i n ano ther p lace , " w h i c h does not indicate any conce rn 
at that m o m e n t about a r i f le be ing i n the area. 

A l b e r t S t ephenson , the Nana imo-based area ch i e f o f the P rov inc ia l Po­
l ice, sa id w h e n he r eached the scene three days after the shoot ing he f o u n d 
G o o d w i n ' s r i gh t i ndex finger ex tended . H e searched the corpse and f o u n d 
a box o f e ight .22-cal ibre shells — the same n u m b e r o f shells that Roe cou ld 
not account for i n his test imony, saying that they were ejected "qui te a d is­
tance " wh i l e he u n l o a d e d Goodw in ' s r i f le. Roe , however, d i d not te l l the 
P r e l i m i n a r y Invest igat ion that he r e l oaded the .22-cal ibre ri f le w i th the two 
bul lets he f ound , as he d i d at the inquest. 

S t ephenson sa id the bul lets f r om Campbe l l ' s r i f le "are the bullets used by 
spo r t smen . " 

H e testi f ied that he knew G o o d w i n (presumably f r om 1913 w h e n 
S t ephenson was a constable a n d stat ioned i n C u m b e r l a n d d u r i n g the B i g 
Str ike ) . Was Goodw in ' s r eputa t i on offensive? " N o , he is i n c l i ned to be so­
c ia l i s t ic . " H e was asked aga in , "Of fensive o r otherwise?" S tephenson re­
p l i e d , " N o . " 

Q u e s t i o n e d by Moresby , S t ephenson said he was to ld that C a m p b e l l was 
s t and ing seven feet f r o m bloodsta ins o n the t ra i l at the t ime o f the shoot ing . 
H e also said G o o d w i n was not author i zed to carry a gun . 

T h e case then took a sharp t u r n for the worse, for C a m p b e l l . T o the obv i ­
ous shock o f his lawyer, six witnesses — who h a d not been ca l led at the i n ­
quest — testi f ied that o n three occasions i n the weeks before G o o d w i n was 
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k i l l e d C a m p b e l l sa id he w o u l d "get " the deserters, " d ead o r a l ive , " that they 
w o u l d never get away, a n d one witness quo ted C a m p b e l l as us ing the w o r d 
" s h o t " ra ther than "get." 

Moresby , sp lut ter ing , d e m a n d e d to know how the witnesses came to be at 
the P r e l im ina r y Invest igat ion, how d i d the po l ice know about the i r stories? 
C a m i l l e Decoeur said he t o ld J o e N a y l o r what C a m p b e l l h a d said, a n d C o n ­
stable Rush f o rd to ld h i m to go to the P r e l im ina r y Invest igat ion. Decoeur 
was fo l lowed o n the witness s tand by miners Peter M c N i v e n , Rasie 
G i o v a n n i , A l e xandr e s M e r i l l o , Car l os Cava l l e ro a n d Peter Ioris. 

Cava l l e ro quoted C a m p b e l l as say ing that Rush f o rd saw one o f the de­
serters i n a boat a n d w o u l d no t shoot because he was his f r i end . C a m p b e l l 
sa id, " I f i twas me I w o u l d get h i m . " C a m p b e l l also sa id : "We are g o i n g to get 
h i m , dead o r a l ive . " Cava l l e ro was the f i fth o f the six witnesses g i v ing the 
s im i l a r stories, by w h i c h t ime Moresby was moved to c omment : " T h a t 
makes the case very strong, does it no t ? " Cava l l e ro r ep l i ed : "I don ' t know i f 
it makes it s t rong . " A few quest ions later, Moresby sounded frant ic : " H o w 
d i d y o u come to be here? Y o u w o u l d not be here unless someone knew what 
y ou were go ing to say? Someone must have sent for you? W h o is the some­
body that got y ou here today?" Answered Cava l l e ro : "I know they got me 
here a l l r i gh t . " 

A l t h o u g h not ca l l ed as a witness, Rush f o rd said i n his mon th l y r epor t 
that o n 5 Augus t he received a te legram f r o m Inspector Franc is M u r r a y at 
P r o v inc i a l Po l ice headquarters i n V i c t o r i a to notify six witnesses to go to the 
P r e l im ina ry Invest igat ion i n V i c t o r i a . Inspector M u r r a y , interest ingly , was 
the Sergeant M u r r a y o f the P rov inc i a l Po l ice whose invest igat ion i n 1905 
l e d to the d ismissal o f C a m p b e l l f r o m the force for shak ing d o w n two 
w o m e n . Rush f o rd accompan i ed three o f the six witnesses to V i c t o r i a f r o m 
C u m b e r l a n d . 

S u m m i n g up for the prosecut ion , Ca r t e r emphas i z ed that, ev ident ly , no 
words h a d passed between C a m p b e l l a n d G o o d w i n before the fatal shot was 
fired. H e at tempted to show that C a m p b e l l was w o r k i n g o n a " d e a d o r a l i ve " 
po l i cy a n d had not made a reasonable effort to d i s a r m a n d capture 
G o o d w i n . 

"I don ' t deny that G o o d w i n was a n evader o f the law," said Car t e r . " B u t 
not every m a n who evades the law gets k i l l e d . N o t every m a n is ent i t l ed to be 
k i l l e d . I n cases where death is invo l ved it is imperat ive that there s h o u l d be 
a t ho r ough invest igat ion. Y o u w o u l d imag ine w h e n C a m p b e l l encounte red 
G o o d w i n there wou ld have been some conversat ion. T h a t is jus t what I can­
not e xp l a in . It w o u l d be fa irer to the accused a n d fa irer to the country to 
have this matter settled by t r i a l before a j u r y . " 

Moresby said the legality o r just ice o f conscr ip t i on was not the issue. De­
ser t ion o r evasion o f the M i l i t a r y Service Ac t was a serious offence. It was a 
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fa i r in ference f r om po l i ce test imony about f i n d i n g masks a n d heavy f ire­
a rms that G o o d w i n a n d the others were p r e p a r e d to resist arrest. 

" Suppose G o o d w i n f i r ed the first shot a n d C a m p b e l l were k i l l e d , " sa id 
M o r e s b y . " W h a t w o u l d the w o r l d say? T h a t C a m p b e l l was a foo l not to shoot 
sooner . T h e r e was no t ime for speculat ion. It was a t ime for qu ick ac t ion . 
W h y p u t this m a n to the expense o f a t r ia l when it is a foregone conc lus i on 
that n o reasonable, f a i r -m inded j u r y w o u l d convict h i m ? As to the use o f a 
soft-nosed bul le t , C a m p b e l l w o u l d have been jus t i f i ed i n us ing a b o m b i n 
self-defence." 

W h i l e Moresby in f e r r ed that f r iends o f G o o d w i n caused the appearance 
o f some C r o w n witnesses, Ca r t e r said they were s u m m o n e d i n the r egu la r 
m a n n e r t h r o u g h the A t to rney Genera l ' s depar tment . 

T h r o u g h o u t the hea r ing , C a m p b e l l r e ta ined his composure , show ing n o 
signs o f emo t i on . T h e cour t r oom was f i l l ed w i th spectators. T h e r e was a 
s p r i n k l i n g o f V i c t o r i a l abour m e n a n d Socialists, several peop le f r o m C u m ­
b e r l a n d , a n d soldiers a n d r e tu rned veterans. Vancouve r lawyers E d w a r d 
B i r d a n d Wal l i s Le feaux kep t a wa tch ing b r i e f for the Social ist Party o f C a n ­
ada . 

A f t e r Ca r t e r c losed the case for the prosecut ion , Moresby immed ia t e l y 
asked that the charge to be d ismissed because there was no case for the de­
fence to meet. No r thco t t a n d H a l l d ec ided to ad journ the hea r ing to the 
nex t day, 8 August , to give the ir dec is ion . 

W h e n court reconvened, Nor thco t t gave the dec is ion : "We have g i ven 
the mat te r ou r serious cons idera t ion a n d as there is some doubt a r i s ing i n 
the mat te r we w i l l c o m m i t the accused for t r ia l by the h i ghe r court . I a m 
sorry for M r . C a m p b e l l , we w i l l c o m m i t h i m to the h i ghe r cour t . " 

S a i d Moresby : "I take it that y ou th ink there is a case to meet hav ing 
h e a r d the ev idence for the prosecut ion and , o n my m o t i o n to dismiss the 
case, y ou refuse my m o t i o n ? " 

"Yes , " r ep l i ed No r thco t t a n d H a l l . 
N o r t h c o t t asked C a m p b e l l i f he w ished to say any th ing or ca l l any wit­

nesses. 
" A t the h i ghe r court , yes," r ep l i ed C a m p b e l l . 
W i t h o u t a t t r ibut ion , the V i c t o r i a Daily Colonist r epor t ed next day that 

"severa l witnesses w i l l be p r o d u c e d to show C a m p b e l l shot i n self-defence 
a n d that, therefore, there is no substantiat ion o f the mans laughte r 
c h a r g e . " 6 

6Notebooks, Wil l iam John Devitt and George Henry Roe, personal collection, T . 
Dennis Devitt, Vancouver; Mayse, Ginger; Harold Banks interview in Masters, "The 
Shooting of Ginger Goodwin"; Ben Horbury interview, quoted in Wejr and Smith, 
Fighting for Labour; B C Archives, GR419, Volume 217, File 1918/79, Rex v. Daniel 
Campbell, Preliminary Investigation; B C Archives, GR419, Box 229, File 1919/122, 
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C a m p b e l l was to be t r i ed at the fa l l Assize i n N a n a i m o , the city closest to 
the a l leged c r ime where B C Supr eme C o u r t h e l d regu lar sitt ings. N a n a i m o 
was also a c o a l - m i n i n g city. G o o d w i n a n d many o f his f r iends were coa l m i n ­
ers, a n d his dea th caused cons iderable controversy a n d host i l i ty . T h a t may 
be why the t r i a l was shi f ted to V i c t o r i a five days before the Assize i n V i c t o r i a 
began its fal l s i t t ing. T h e affidavits i n suppor t o f the defence request for a 
change o f venue to V i c t o r i a cannot be f o u n d but such changes are usual ly 
g iven where the cour t accepts that there w o u l d be pre jud ice against the ac­
cused person . Just ice Au lay M o r r i s o n o f B C Supr eme C o u r t changed the 
venue o n the app l i ca t i on o f Moresby and after r ead ing affidavits f r om : J o h n 
S. B a n n e r m a n , customs co l lector i n C u m b e r l a n d ; T h o m a s G r a h a m , gen­
e ra l super in tendent o f C a n a d i a n Co l l i e r i es (Dunsmuir ) L t d . i n C u m b e r ­
l a n d ; Char l es G r a h a m , distr ict super in tendent i n C u m b e r l a n d for 
C a n a d i a n Co l l i e r i e s ; D o n a l d Rober t M a c D o n a l d , traffic manage r i n C u m ­
be r l and for C a n a d i a n Co l l i e r i es , a n d mayor o f C u m b e r l a n d ; A n s o n J o n e s 
Burns id e , about w h o m n o t h i n g can be l ea rned ; F r a n k J . Da lby , s torekeeper 
i n C u m b e r l a n d for C a n a d i a n Co l l i e r i es , who was f o r eman o f the G o o d w i n 
inquest j u r y ; T h o m a s D u e r M c L e a n , a C u m b e r l a n d j ewe l l e r ; N e i l 
M c F a d y e n , stable f o r eman i n C u m b e r l a n d for C a n a d i a n Co l l i e r i e s , a schoo l 
trustee, a n d a j u r o r at Goodw in ' s inquest; and Char l e s E d w a r d H i l d r e t h , 
manager o f the B.C. Veterans Weekly, of f icial o r gan o f the Grea t W a r Vet ­
erans Assoc ia t ion o f B C . M o r r i s o n also hea rd f r om A . M . J o h n s o n , deputy 
A t to rney -Genera l , who d i d not appea r to oppose the change o f v enue . 7 

A l t h o u g h the P rov inc i a l Po l ice a n d two Just ices o f the Peace be l ieved 
there was a prima-facie case o f mans laughter against C a m p b e l l , before he 
c o u l d s tand t r i a l the ind i c tment h a d to be presented to a n d witnesses hea rd , 
i n pr ivate , by a g r a n d ju ry . T h e duty o f the g r a n d ju r y was not to de t e rm ine 
gui l t o r innocence but solely whether or not there was suff icient prima-facie 
evidence to warrant a t r ia l . ( G r a n d ju r i es also inspected a n d r epo r t ed o n 
cond i t i ons i n government inst i tut ions, such as hospitals a n d ja i ls ) . 

T h e g r a n d ju ry , c o m p r i s e d o f th i r teen ju ro r s , was par t o f the E n g l i s h j u ­
d i c i a l system brought to C a n a d a a n d the U n i t e d States. It was i n t e n d e d to 
protect cit izens f r om the power o f the authori t ies by h a v i n g a review by c i t i ­
zens before someone cou ld be t r i ed i n court . G r a n d j u r o r s were addressed 
i n o p e n court o n the law that a p p l i e d to the case by the p r e s i d i n g j u d g e o f 
the assize. T h e n they r e t i r ed to hear, i n private, the witnesses ca l l ed by the 

Rex v.Joe Naylor; Victoria Daily Colonist, 8, 9 August 1918; Mark Leier, "Plots, Shots 
and Liberal Thoughts: Conspiracy Theory and the Death of Ginger Goodwin," La-
bour/Le Travail, 39 (Spring 1997). 
7 B C Archives, G R 1566, Reel B-7066, Rex v. Daniel Campbell, Change of venue; City 
directory, Cumberland; Voters Lists, Comox constituency; Nanaimo Free Press, 27 
September 1918. 
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prosecutor . N o r e c o r d was made o f the test imony g iven. T h e accused was 
not present. A B i l l o f Ind i c tment l is ted the name o f every witness i n t ended 
to be e x a m i n e d a n d the g r a n d ju r y f o r eman endorsed each witness h e a r d by 
i n i t i a l l i n g his name . A f t e r hea r ing the prosecut ion 's witnesses, the g r a n d 
j u r y r e tu rned e i ther a " T r u e B i l l , " m e a n i n g there was sufficient ev idence to 
warrant the t r i a l i n p u b l i c by a twelve-member petit o r t r ia l j u r y , o r " N o 
B i l l , " m e a n i n g the case was d ismissed for lack o f ev idence. Ma jor i ty r u l e d 
( in contrast w i th c r i m i n a l t r i a l jur i es , w h i c h requi re unan imi ty ) , m e a n i n g as 
few as seven o f the th i r t een g r a n d ju r o r s c ou ld find a T r u e B i l l — or , N o 
B i l l . 8 

T h e b a c k g r o u n d o f the g r a n d ju r o r s who cons idered Campbe l l ' s case i n 
V i c t o r i a was di f ferent than that o f the ones he w o u l d have faced i n 
N a n a i m o , but not as s igni f icant ly dif ferent as m i gh t be assumed. In V i c t o ­
r i a , the g r a n d j u r y c o m p r i s e d six merchants , three accountants, a s h i p p i n g 
agent, a r ea l estate agent, a f inanc ia l agent, a n d a re t i red m a n . In N a n a i m o , 
there was a s im i l a r slant i n favour o f merchants — six o f them, p lus a rea l es­
tate agent, a b roker , a n d a stable owner. Bu t there was also an u n d e r g r o u n d 
m ine r , two m i n e surface workers (machinist and carpenter ) , a n d a m i n e sta­
ble boss . 9 

Meanwh i l e , W o r l d W a r I c on t inued . A l l i e d armies i n France were finally 
m a k i n g advances against the Ge rmans . A t home , the federa l gove rnment 
h a d made it i l l ega l i n A p r i l 1918 to pub l i sh o r to publ i c ly express adverse o r 
unfavourab le statements o r op in i ons o n the motives or purposes o f the war 
effort "wh i ch may tend to arouse host i le feel ing, create unrest o r unsett le o r 
in f lame pub l i c o p i n i o n . " 1 0 

W a r t i m e hyster ia m o u n t e d i n V i c t o r i a as C a m p b e l l was about to face his 
mans laughter charge o f k i l l i n g a we l l -known draft dodge r who h a d pub l i c l y 
o p p o s e d the war. A t a m e e t i n g i n V i c t o r i a o f the League o f Patr iots (soon to 
be r e n a m e d the A n t i - H u n League) o n 25 September , " forceful m e t h o d s " 
were d e m a n d e d against " G e r m a n s a n d Austr ians who can endange r the 
w in te r coa l supply o f C a n a d a by s t r i k ing at the b e g i n n i n g o f w in t e r " i n 
Fern i e , BC. Rev. A r t h u r d e B . Owen , rector o f the C h u r c h o f O u r L o r d (Re­
f o rmed Episcopa l ) i n downtown V i c t o r i a , said " enemy a l i ens " i n the coal 

8 

Criminal Code of Canada, procedure regarding grand jury; Upper Canada Law Jour­
nal, Volume 2 (1856), Volume 5 (1859), Volume 6 (1860); Canada Law Journal, Vo l ­
ume 27 (1891), Volume 28 (1892); Supreme Court of Canada, Re Criminal Code 
(1910), 1 6 C . C . C , 459; Jury Act of BC , 1913. 
9 B C Archives, G R 1864, Grand Jury Roll, Rex v. Daniel Campbell, also microfilm reel 
B-9807 (1) and G R 1904, Volume 3, Criminal Record Book, May 1917-May 1948, 
B C Supreme Court (Victoria); Nanaimo Free Press, 8 October 1918; Voters lists, Vic­
toria and Nanaimo constituencies; City directories, Victoria and Nanaimo. 
"Victoria Daily Times, 18 Ap r i l 1918; Phillips, No Power Greater. 
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mines s h o u l d be made to work at the po in t o f a bayonet u n d e r gua rd o f re­
tu rned soldiers, a n d for 25 cents a day. " I f these m e n won ' t w o r k let us get 
some r e t u r n e d m e n w i th bayonets b e h i n d t h e m , " sa id the rector. " T h e y w i l l 
wo rk then . T h e r e w i l l be no need to use the bayone t . " 1 1 

T h e V i c t o r i a Daily Colonist pub l i shed a n art ic le o n 26 September u n d e r 
this head l ine : 

Soldier Since Killed in Action Says 
Slackers Will Wish They Had 
Faced Huns. 

I n the art ic le , a Private Watterhouse was quo ted as w r i t i n g i n a letter to a n 
un iden t i f i ed V i c t o r i a f r i end t h a t " . . . I often w ish these fellows w h o are stay­
i n g b e h i n d c o u l d hear the verdict against them by the boys over here. We 
are kept fairly we l l posted. These non-so ld iers are not on ly slackers but are 
k e e p i n g some r e tu rned soldiers out o f a j o b who have certa inly ea rned it 
over here . B u t don ' t worry . G o d he lp them w h e n the boys get back. T h e y 
w i l l w ish they instead o f the ir f o rmer comrades faced the H u n . " 

A t the same t ime, the federal government b a n n e d newspapers, tracts, 
pamphle ts , a n d books in " enemy languages" u n t i l the e n d o f the war. These 
languages i n c l u d e d G e r m a n , Magyar , H u n g a r i a n , B u l g a r i a n , T u r k i s h , 
Russ ian , R o m a n i a n , U k r a i n i a n , F i n n i s h , Es t on i an , Sy r i an , C r oa t i an , o r 
L i v o n i a n , except for works o f a re l ig ious o r scienti f ic nature not c on ta in ing 
any be l l i gerent object ionable matter. N o meet ings were to be he ld , except 
those o f a re l ig ious character, i n " enemy languages" or i n the Russ ian , F i n n ­
i sh , o r U k r a i n i a n languages. 

T h i r t e e n organizat ions were dec lared unlawful i n c l u d i n g the Indust r ia l 
Worke r s o f the W o r l d and various ethnic , social democrat i c , a n d Social ist 
part ies (but not the Social ist Party o f Canada ) o n the g rounds that the i r l i t ­
erature was " a l l o f a revo lut ionary a n d Bo l shev i k i cha rac t e r . " 1 2 T h e C o m ­
munists h a d seized power i n Russia the prev ious N o v e m b e r a n d soon 
w i thdrew the country f r om the war against G e r m a n y . These two events 
a d d e d Russ ia , w h i c h before the Bo lshev ik r evo lu t i on was a n ally against 
G e r m a n y a n d Aus t r i a -Hunga ry but was now neut ra l , to the list o f "ene­
mies . " Wes te rn countr ies (among them, B r i t a i n , F rance , Czechos lovak ia , 
U n i t e d States, a n d Canada) d ispatched t roops to Russ ia to assist the 
a n t i - C o m m u n i s t 'Whites ' i n the r ag ing c iv i l war w i th the C o m m u n i s t 'Reds. ' 
I n C a n a d a , 4 ,000 troops were read ied and w o u l d arr ive i n V lad ivos tok , i n 

1 'v ictoria Daily Times, 26 September 1918. 
1 2 Victor ia Daily Times, 26 September 1918. 
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eastern S iber ia , i n Oc tober . Mos t o f them w o u l d not r e tu rn to C a n a d a u n t i l 
J u n e 1 9 1 9 . 1 3 

T h e S p a n i s h flu ep i d em i c was spread ing th roughout the wo r l d , i n c l u d ­
i n g C a n a d a . It w o u l d c l a im 21,640,000 lives — more than twice the 
9 ,700,000 combatant deaths i n W o r l d W a r I, a n d m o r e than the 15,600,000 
combatant deaths i n W o r l d W a r II. Estimates o f the n u m b e r o f C a n a d i a n 
v ic t ims range between 30,000 to 5 0 , 0 0 0 . 1 4 

S u c h were the t imes i n V i c t o r i a a n d the w o r l d b eyond it w h e n Just i ce 
Den is M u r p h y o f BC S u p r e m e C o u r t addressed the th i r teen g r and j u r o r s i n 
Rex v. Daniel Campbell at the fal l Assize i n the V i c t o r i a Cour thouse o n 1 Oc to ­
ber . H e emphas i z ed the care needed i n such a case " i n war t ime w h e n the 
passions o f m e n are i n f l amed . " H e spent a cons iderab le t ime rev iewing the 
P r e l im ina r y Invest igat ion evidence, the c ircumstances and the mans laugh­
ter charge as a mat ter o f law, emphas i z ing the serious nature o f the case. 

" T h i s case has caused a good dea l o f exc i tement i n this country a n d there 
is, therefore, a l l the m o r e reason that it shou ld be dealt w i th careful ly , " he 
said. " O r d i n a r i l y , shoo t ing a m a n constitutes m u r d e r , but there are some 
cases where this act does not constitute a c r ime . It is a l l eged i n this case that 
the ac t ion by C a m p b e l l was taken i n self-defence a n d that had he not k i l l e d 
G o o d w i n , G o o d w i n w o u l d have k i l l e d h i m . " M u r p h y e xp l a in ed self-de­
fence, assault a n d the threat o f assault. "It was a l l eged that such an assault 
h a d been m a d e by G o o d w i n . T h u s , i n some cases, even where a m a n has 
been k i l l e d , there has been no c r ime commi t t ed . I f it was p roved that C a m p ­
be l l was a n au tho r i z ed po l i ce officer o n his duty, G o o d w i n had no r i gh t but 
to sur render . I f he d i d any th ing , such as p o i n t i n g a l oaded gun i n such a way 
that C a m p b e l l thought he i n t ended to use it, then he commi t t ed a n unlaw­
ful assault. N o w i f a m a n is assaulted, he is jus t i f i ed i n us ing force for 
self-defence. However , po l i c emen are not supposed to use f i rearms except 
i n the last ex t r emi ty . " 

M u r p h y said the prima-facie evidence seemed to disclose mans laughter 
but he d i d not want the g r a n d ju r y to f o rm any conclus ions as to the gui l t o f 
C a m p b e l l o n the remarks made d u r i n g his address. M u r p h y repeated sev­
e ra l t imes that even w h e n a m a n is k i l l ed , no c r ime may have been commi t ­
ted. H e p o i n t e d to the " d e a d or a l i ve " test imony f r om the P r e l im inary 
Invest igat ion. " T h i s ev idence must be cons idered by you because it w i l l t end 
to throw some l i gh t u p o n Campbe l l ' s att i tude o f m i n d . L i v i n g as we do i n a 
democra t i c country , the courts have to see that fu l l just ice is me ted out. It 
w o u l d be a dep l o rab l e t h i n g i f a case l ike this were not invest igated before a 
petty [sic: pet i t o r trial] j u r y , unless a reasonable m a n cou ld say that such a 
case ne eded n o exp l ana t i on . T h e facts must be so p l a i n as to leave no ques-

1 3 Elizabeth Abbott ed., Chronicle of Canada (Montreal, 1990). 
1 4Abbott, Chronicle of Canada; Guinness Book of Records, 1993 (New York, 1992). 
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t i o n i n the m i n d o f a reasonable m a n that it was absolutely necessary for 
C a m p b e l l to k i l l G o o d w i n . It is a matter o f serious i m p o r t to the c o m m u n i t y 
at large because u n d e r the present f o r m o f government o f this country the 
integr i ty a n d fairness o f the courts is, i n the final analysis, a c i t izen's final ap ­
pea l for h is r ights . It is more so i n war t ime w h e n the passions o f m e n are i n ­
f l amed . T h i s is a l l the more reason why we shou ld act w i th calmness a n d 
al low n o r i g h t - t h i n k i n g m a n to th ink that any fear o r favour was s h o w n . " 1 5 

T h e g r a n d j u r y re t i red i n the late m o r n i n g to beg in hea r ing witnesses. 
T h e B i l l o f Ind ic tment can no l onge r be f o u n d so it is not cer ta in what wit­
nesses were heard . B u t M u r p h y ' s review o f the P r e l im ina r y Invest igat ion, 
Cons tab le Rushford 's month l y r epor t showing that o n 25 September he 
served subpoenas o n D r . M i l l a r d , Decoeur , M c N i v e n , G i o v a n n i , M e r i l l o , 
Cava l l e ro , a n d Ioris, a n d a repor t i n the V i c t o r i a Daily Times saying that n u ­
merous witnesses came to V i c t o r i a f r o m C u m b e r l a n d as we l l as Campbe l l ' s 
c ompan i ons i n the search for deserters — a l l this, taken together, indicates 
c learly that the g r a n d j u r y hea rd the witnesses who were ca l l ed at the P re ­
l im ina r y Invest igat ion. 

T h e g r a n d j u r o r s con t inued the ir de l iberat ions u n t i l m i d - m o r n i n g o n 2 
Oc t obe r w h e n they r e tu rned to the c o u r t r o o m w i th the i r dec i s ion : N o B i l l . 
T h a t was a l l the g r and ju r y said o r h a d to say. N o reasons were g iven o r re­
qu i r ed . C a m p b e l l rece ived the dec is ion w i th the indi f ference he h a d shown 
th roughou t the proceedings , it was said. N u m e r o u s fr iends a n d fellow po­
l i c emen pressed forward to shake his h a n d . Jus t i ce M u r p h y issued a d is­
charge . C a m p b e l l wa lked f r om the courthouse in to Bas t i on Square a free 
m a n , l eav ing history to ponde r whether just ice was done , a n d whether it was 
seen to be d o n e . 1 6 

1 Victoria Daily Times, 1 October 1918. 
1 6 Victor ia Daily Times, 2 October 1918; Victoria Daily Colonist, 2 October 1918. 



C H A P T E R E I G H T 

MURDER, CONSPIRACY, MANSLAUGHTER, 
SELF DEFENCE, OR, PANIC REACTION? 

"A hundred rabbits don't make a horse, and a hundred suspicions don't make 
one single proof, I believe the English say, and that's just common sense." 

Examining Magistrate Porfiry Petrovich, 
C r i m e a n d Pun ishment , by Fyodor Dostoyevsky1 

H E A V Y C L O U D S O F S U S P I C I O N st i l l h a n g over the G i n g e r G o o d w i n case. B u t 
this m u c h is c lear: Just i ce was ne i ther done n o r was it seen to be done . T h i s 
was because a lega l anachron i sm, the g r a n d j u r y process, i m p o r t e d f r om 
E n g l a n d , shor t -c i rcu i ted what shou ld have been due process — a pub l i c 
t r i a l o f the mans laughte r charge. B u t the g r a n d j u r y process, conduc ted i n 
pr ivate , w i th n o r e co rd o f proceed ings , a vo ided a t r ia l and has left history to 
j u d g e : Was D a n C a m p b e l l gui l ty as charged , o r not? 

A t the t ime, the law r equ i r ed that ind ic tments be presented to a g r a n d 
ju ry , w h i c h then dec ided i f there w o u l d be a t r ia l . T h e Prov inc ia l Pol ice a n d 
the two Just ices o f the Peace at the P r e l im ina r y Invest igat ion dec ided there 
was aprima facie case o f mans laughter against C a m p b e l l — enough evidence 
to charge h i m a n d to warrant a t r ia l . B u t th i r t een g r a n d ju ro r s — or as few as 
a major i ty (seven) o f them — w h o w o u l d have h a d l i tt le (if any) exper ience 
i n c r i m i n a l law, dec ided there was no case for a t r ia l . It was a perverse dec i ­
s ion . D a n C a m p b e l l wa lked away a free m a n . T h e r e was no account ing for 
what h a p p e n e d w h e n he a n d G o o d w i n met o n a steep, heavily forested h i l l ­
s ide i n the Beaufor t M o u n t a i n s west o f C u m b e r l a n d on 27 J u l y 1918. As ­
sume for a m o m e n t that the situations were reversed: C a n anyone imag ine 
the g r a n d j u r y r e t u r n i n g the same dec i s ion for G o o d w i n , i f he h a d shot a n d 
k i l l e d C a m p b e l l , a n d was charged w i th mans laughter? T h e r e wou ld have 
been a t r i a l for G o o d w i n . T h e r e shou ld have been a t r ia l for C a m p b e l l . 

T h e g r a n d j u r y , as an inst i tut ion, h a d been cr i t i c i zed i n legal circles for 
decades a n d there was a campa i gn u n d e r way i n 1918 for its abo l i t i on . T h i s 

1 Crime and Punishment, (London, 1951). 
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f ina l ly occur red i n 1932 i n B C a n d the fo l lowing year i n E n g l a n d . C a n a d i a n 
crit ics o f g r a n d ju r i es h a d signi f icant g rounds for the ir objections. F i rs t , 
there was the issue o f secrecy: the g r a n d j u r y conducted its business b e h i n d 
c losed doors w i th n o r e co rd made o r kept o f the proceedings . T h u s , per jury 
before a g r a n d j u r y was effectively protec ted because, f r om a p rac t i ca l p o i n t 
o f view, a conv ic t ion was imposs ib le to ob ta in wi thout a t ranscr ipt . Second , 
the g r a n d j u r y was superf luous because magistrates, especial ly i n u r b a n ar­
eas, knew e n o u g h to dec ide whether a n accused pe rson s h o u l d be c o m m i t ­
ted for t r ia l o r not. C o m p a r e d to these magistrates, g r a n d j u r o r s w o u l d 
of ten have l itt le or no exper ience w i th the legal system a n d c o u l d po t en ­
t ial ly make errors because o f their i gnorance . 

" T h e G r a n d Inquest . . . occupies the h i g h pos i t i on o f b e ing answerable to 
n o power, no court a n d no Par l i ament o f the state," sa id a n ed i t o r i a l i n the 
Canada Law Journal o f 1891, advocat ing its abo l i t i on . "Its mistakes canno t 
be rect i f i ed . " T h e ed i to r ia l sa id that the f i n d i n g o f a magistrate " i s real ly a 
far greater pro tec t ion to the pub l i c a n d the accused than are the p roceed ­
ings before a g r a n d ju r y . T h e magistrate is general ly a m a n hav ing m o r e o r 
less exper i ence i n dea l ing w i th c r i m i n a l cases, a n d in this respect he has a 
great advantage over the ju ro r s . H i s commit ta ls often e n d i n acquittals, but 
at least there is someth ing apparent o n w h i c h they are based . " A letter i n the 
same j o u r n a l made the same po in t : Magistrates are better qua l i f i ed to sift 
a n d we i gh the ev idence than g r a n d j u r o r s . Acqu i t ta l i n o p e n cour t " i s a 
m o r e satisfactory expurga t i on than the r e turn by a g r a n d j u r y o f a Sco tch 
ve rs i on o f ' n o t p roven ' . " S h o u l d it h a p p e n that g r and j u r o r s become in f lu ­
enced by pub l i c o r class prejudices, the letter con t inued , a n d s h o u l d such 
pre judices favour the accused person , " the power is i n the hands o f the 
g r a n d ju ro r s , or a majority o f them, to prevent a t r i a l . " 

I n 1892, the Canada Law Journal r epo r t ed that 48 judges favoured abo l i ­
t i o n o f g r a n d jur i es , 41 were opposed , a n d twelve doubt fu l . T h r e e m o n t h s 
before C a m p b e l l k i l l e d G o o d w i n , at the 1918 session o f the B C leg is lature, 
A t t o rney -Gene ra l J . W . d eB . Farr i s (who, it w i l l be r emembered , i n his p rac ­
t i s ing days as a lawyer, de fended coa l miners after the 1913 riots d u r i n g the 
B i g S t r ike o n Vancouve r Island) moved that a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n be sent to 
the federa l government ask ing it to a m e n d the C r i m i n a l C o d e to d ispense 
w i t h the g r a n d ju ry . T h e r e c ommenda t i on passed by a vote o f 25-to-9 w i th 
n o serious object ion ra ised but there was no immed ia te reac t ion f r o m the 
federa l government . T h e B C r e c o m m e n d a t i o n said there w o u l d be " a sub­
stant ia l saving w i thout i m p a i r m e n t o f pub l i c service." 

Some years were to go by before the federal government passed the re­
quested leg is lat ion, m a k i n g permiss ib le the abo l i t i on o f the g r a n d j u r y . I n 
1932, the B C legis lature a m e n d e d the J u r y Ac t a n d abo l i shed g r a n d ju r i e s . 
A t t o rney -Genera l Rober t Pooley sa id the g r a n d ju r y h a d out l i ved its use fu l -
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ness. H e r e a d comments f r o m articles o n the subject where excep t i on was 
taken to persons who , w i th n o legal knowledge , a n d b e h i n d c losed doors , 
sat as a t r i buna l to overr ide decis ions o f magistrates. Four t e en years after 
the g r a n d j u r y shor t -c i rcu i ted just ice i n Rex. v. Daniel Campbell, it c o u l d 
never h a p p e n aga in . 2 

T h e g r a n d j u r y i n 1918 saved C a m p b e l l f r o m a tr ia l , one i n w h i c h he 
w o u l d a lmost certa inly have h a d to testify. A defence o f self-defence prac t i ­
cal ly d emands that the accused testify, even t h o u g h he has no lega l ob l i ga ­
t i o n to step in to the witness box. A n d , at the P r e l im ina ry Invest igat ion, 
C a m p b e l l open ly vo iced his i n t en t i on to speak i n his own defence. B u t w i th ­
out his f i r s t -hand account, tested by a v igorous cross-examinat ion , what we 
k n o w about what h a p p e n e d between C a m p b e l l a n d G o o d w i n is e i ther sec­
o n d - h a n d or in ferent ia l . T h e p r o b l e m w i th bo th is obvious: C a m p b e l l may 
no t have been t e l l ing the t ru th to others; others may not have to ld the t ru th ; 
a n d w r o n g inferences can be d rawn even f rom the t ru th . 

Today , the quest ion is fur ther compl i ca ted by a massive n u m b e r o f miss­
i n g records, some o f t h e m del iberately destroyed: f r om Goodw in ' s first 
m e d i c a l e x a m i n a t i o n a n d classi f ication as t emporar i l y unf i t for war duty i n 
the fa l l o f 1917 r i gh t u p to his death, a n d beyond . Just ice L y m a n D u f f o f the 
S u p r e m e C o u r t o f C a n a d a (who was to become ch ie f justice) took it u p o n 
h imse l f (as we have seen) to destroy a l l the conscr ip t i on records because, he 
sa id , o f the d iv is ions caused to nat iona l un i ty . Goodwin ' s final appea l 
against c onsc r i p t i on was a m o n g those rejected by Duff, who was the final ar­
b i ter o f appeals u n d e r the M i l i t a r y Service Act . 

E . L . Newcombe , later a Supreme C o u r t o f C a n a d a judge , who was at the 
t ime deputy min i s t e r o f just ice a n d cha i rman o f the M i l i t a r y Service C o u n c i l 
w h i c h superv ised the M i l i t a r y Service Act , l ike Duff, destroyed a l l h is c o n ­
sc r ip t i on records . T h i s wan ton destruct ion o f the h is tor i ca l r e co rd ( inc lud­
i n g Goodw in ' s fi le a m o n g many others) prevents us f r om k n o w i n g the 
nature a n d extent o f Goodw in ' s i l lness. We w i l l also never know jus t w h o 
sent the t e l egram o r d e r i n g his re -examinat ion (and the subsequent reclas­
s i f icat ion to A , fit to fight at the front) d u r i n g the str ike wh i ch he was l e a d i n g 
at C M & S i n T r a i l , a major supp l i e r of'war materiel. B u t the c i rcumstant ia l evi­
dence a n d the d irect ev idence o f D i ck M a r s h a l l (see C h a p t e r Five) po in t to 
C M & S b e i n g invo l ved i n r u n n i n g G o o d w i n out o f T r a i l d u r i n g the str ike — 
a n d h a v i n g a reason to do so. G o n e , too, are any relevant records f r o m the 
D o m i n i o n Po l i ce a n d its M i l i t a r y Pol ice c omponen t that was assigned the 

2Upper Canada Law Journal, Volume 2 (1856), Volume 5 (1859), Volume 6 (1860); 
Canada Law Journal, Volume 27 (1891), Volume 28 (1892); Supreme Court of Can­
ada, Re Criminal Code (1910), 16 C.C.C. , 459;Journals of the Legislative Assembly of B.C., 
1918, 1919, 1932; Victoria Daily Times, 5 Ap r i l 1932; Victoria Daily Colonist, 5 Ap r i l 
1932. 
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j o b o f r o u n d i n g u p draft dodgers u n d e r the M i l i t a r y Serv ice Act . A l t h o u g h 
it was r epor t ed that C a m p b e l l was to have been taken before a mi l i t a ry t r i ­
b u n a l for a n inqu i ry in to a l l the c ircumstances o f the shoo t ing , no r e co rd 
can be f ound o f any such in t e rna l i nqu i r y . 3 T h e B i l l o f Ind i c tment , w h i c h 
w o u l d have p r o v i d e d the list o f witnesses ca l led before C a m p b e l l ' s g r a n d 
ju ry , cannot be f ound . Because no r e co rd was made o f what was said by wit­
nesses to this (or, i ndeed , any) g r a n d ju ry , we cannot k n o w how s imi lar , o r 
d iss imi lar , the test imony was c o m p a r e d w i th the P r e l i m i n a r y Invest igat ion 
hea r ing i n o p e n court . 

M i s s ing , too, are the records o f the T r a i l M i l l a n d Sme l t e rmen ' s U n i o n , 
L o c a l 105. T h e C M & S records do not conta in the 1916 letters that a l legedly 
const i tuted the l abour agreement wh i ch C M & S c l a imed was v io la ted by the 
1917 str ike. T h e records that C o m i n c o ( formerly C M & S ) t u r n e d over to B C 
Arch ives a n d Records Service i n V i c t o r i a conta in n o t h i n g for the 1917 
strike p e r i od . 

Lists o f employees as far back as Goodw in ' s t ime do exist but C o m i n c o re­
fused to al low pub l i c inspect ion , o n the g rounds o f conf ident ia l i ty (and this 
near ly a century after the fact). 

T h e records o f the C u m b e r l a n d loca l o f the Social ist Party o f C a n a d a are 
lost a n d the records o f the U n i t e d M i n e Worke rs o f A m e r i c a are sparse for 
the B i g Str ike . O f f i c ia l records for the p e r i od immed ia te l y f o l l ow ing W o r l d 
W a r I w h e n there was cons iderab le government spy ing o n un i ons a n d 
left-wing g roups have been pa red . F o r example : an a p p l i c a t i o n u n d e r the 
F r e e d o m o f I n f o rma t i on Ac t for 20 files (taken f r om lengthy indexes i n 
RCMP Security Bulletins: The Early Years, 1919-1929, by G r e g o r y S. Kea ley 
a n d Reg Whi taker ) resul ted i n a rep ly f r om Na t i ona l A rch i ves C a n a d a that 
a l l but one o f the files were e i ther : destroyed (two files), " canno t ident i fy " 
(two files) or " n o r e c o r d " (15 files). Interestingly, the one r e m a i n i n g file o f 
the twenty requested consists o f 1,500 pages about C o m m u n i s t Party activ­
ity i n T r a i l . Documents do survive to show the r emarkab ly deep pene t ra t i on 
by po l ice o f un i ons a n d po l i t i ca l groups. 

T h e ' s m o k i n g g u n ' theory is p opu l a r especial ly a m o n g those w i th the 
' g o lden key syndrome ' — the be l ie f that, out there somewhere , there is a 
piece o f ev idence w h i c h w i l l p rove the case, i f only it c an be f o u n d . I f the 
s m o k i n g g u n is (or was) there i n the G o o d w i n case, no one has f o u n d it, de­
spite many efforts by pro fess ional a n d amateur researchers a n d Access to 
In f o rmat i on app l i ca t ions . It is e i ther we l l h i d d e n or des t royed . Perhaps it 
never ex isted. 

M i s s i n g records p r o m p t e d author Susan Mayse to wonder , " G i n g e r 

G o o d w i n m i gh t as we l l not have existed. It began to seem as t h o u g h some-

Victoria Daily Times, 1 August 1918. 
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body p l a n n e d it that way . " 4 B u t the G o o d w i n story is no t a lone i n p r o m p t i n g 
this k i n d o f thought over miss ing records. A u t h o r T e r r y Recksten, wh i l e re­
search ing the D u n s m u i r s , wrote: "Pe rhaps it was on ly researcher parano ia , 
but at t imes it seemed as i f the D u n s m u i r s h a d careful ly covered the ir 
t racks . " 5 

Susp i c i on , deep ly r o o t ed i n the dif f iculty a n d somet imes imposs ib i l i ty o f 
ob t a in ing i n f o rma t i on , leads to speculat ion. S e cond -hand stories, often re­
peated come to be accepted as t ruth, o r a vers ion o f the t ru th ca l l ed fo lk lore . 
" T r a d i t i o n a n d t ru th often have dif ferent stories to t e l l , " writes author a n d 
broadcaster L a u r i e r L a P i e r r e . H e po ints out, for examp le , that most o f the 
Batt le o f the P la ins o f A b r a h a m actually took place to the west o f the p la ins , 
a n d that the p la ins never be longed to A b r a h a m M a r t i n . 6 

T h e G o o d w i n story has been the v i c t im o f too m u c h advocacy w r i t i n g 
w i th too few facts. Severa l books state that what h a p p e n e d was murde r , even 
that C a m p b e l l was cha rged w i th murde r . It has been said that G o o d w i n was 
shot i n the back, w h i c h he wasn't ; that there was a conspiracy to m u r d e r h i m 
because he was a threat to the business a n d po l i t i ca l establ ishment. 

It was speculated that G o o d w i n was k i l l e d by a d u m - d u m bul let , a B r i t i s h 
a rmy bul le t made at a n arsenal i n Ind i a ca l l ed D u m - D u m , a n d des igned to 
e x p a n d o n impac t . S i m i l a r speculat ion was ra ised i n the ambush s laying i n 
1922 o f M i c h a e l C o l l i n s , the I r ish national ist , a n d d ismissed as a m y t h by 
author J a m e s M a c K a y . 7 A d u m - d u m bul le t (.303-calibre) w o u l d not have fit­
ted C a m p b e l l ' s .30-30-cal ibre rifle anyway. In fact, the fatal bul le t was a n or­
d inary soft-nosed h u n t i n g bul let fired f r om a fair ly c o m m o n lever-act ion 
ri f le used ma in l y for h u n t i n g deer. Such a ri f le has been descr ibed as a fa­
vour i te w i th farmers "who l i k e d to have a r i f le o f some consequence handy 
beside the d o o r . " 8 G i v e n the very close range (approx imate ly ten feet) at 
w h i c h G o o d w i n was shot, it w o u l d probab ly not have made any dif ference i f 
C a m p b e l l h a d been ca r r y ing a .22-calibre automat ic r i f le . 

B u t was G o o d w i n ca r r y ing a gun? Tes t imony a n d pe rsona l notes f r om 
two p o l i c e m e n who a r r i v ed at the scene w i t h i n a few minutes o f the shoot ing 
place G o o d w i n , dead , p i t ched forward o n his face, w i th a r i f le i n his hands . 

S e cond -hand accounts c l a im he was u n a r m e d . L o u v a i n Brownlow, a 
daughte r o f the P r o v inc i a l Pol ice Constab le i n C u m b e r l a n d , Rober t 
Rush f o rd , gave a c red ib le interview years later i n w h i c h she said he r father 
always to ld the fami ly that G o o d w i n , who was a f r i end , was u n a r m e d . " H e 
said, ' T h e p o o r l i t t le bastard . H e wasn't a rmed . ' I h ea rd the story often 

4Mayse, Ginger. 
5Recksten, The Dunsmuir Saga. 
6 Laur ie r LaPierre, 1759: The Battle for Canada (Toronto, 1990). 
^ames MacKay, Michael Collins: A Life (Edinburgh, 1997). 
Plenty M . Stebbins, Rifles: A Modern Encyclopaedia (Harrisburg, P A 1958). 
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e n o u g h , " she sa id. But , how wou ld R u s h f o r d know? H e wasn't there w h e n 
the shoo t ing h a p p e n e d a n d he left no i nd i ca t i on o f this knowledge at the 
t ime. It certa inly w o u l d have been very relevant to the case against C a m p ­
be l l — shoo t ing an u n a r m e d m a n . M r s . B rown l ow recogn i zed the t rouble­
some cred ib i l i t y o f he r story a n d was stra ight forward: "I c an on ly v ouch for 
what my father t o ld us. M y father was a very honest u p r i g h t m a n . H e w o u l d 
not exaggerate it. I can' t prove i t . " 9 

I f G o o d w i n was a rmed , what was he d o i n g w i th a rif le? Second -hand ac­
counts say the deserters used the .22 (which may have been owned by J o e 
N a y l o r a n d g iven to them) for shoot ing sma l l game, that G o o d w i n h a d 
stayed b e h i n d the others after f i sh ing o n the fateful a f te rnoon to p i ck ber­
ries, a n d was r e t u r n i n g to the ir camp — perhaps the lean-to po l ice r epo r t ed 
was on ly 200 yards f r o m the shoot ing a n d at w h i c h there were recent signs 
o f c ook ing . 

S h o u l d C a m p b e l l have been car ry ing a r i f le anyway? T h e r egu la t i on 
weapon o f the D o m i n i o n Pol ice was a revolver. T h i s was never p rope r l y ex­
p l o r e d i n court but i f it was i m p r o p e r to carry a r i f le (and, where was the reg­
u l a t i on revolver?) it was not b rought out i n test imony. Campbe l l ' s fellow 
searcher a n d po l i c eman , George H e n r y Roe , h a d a ri f le. A l m o s t certainly 
t rappers Janes a n d A n d e r s o n wou ld have car r i ed rifles. 

Were C a m p b e l l a n d G o o d w i n facing each o the r w h e n the fatal shot was 
fired, as suggested by Campbe l l ' s lawyer i n quest ions at bo th the inquest 
a n d P r e l im ina r y Invest igat ion, as we l l as i n comments r e co rded by Devi t t 
a n d Roe f r o m C a m p b e l l immedia te ly after the shoot ing? F r i ends o f 
G o o d w i n said a bul let can't tu rn corners (to enter h is neck f r om the left-side 
a n d e n d u p i n the r i gh t shoulder the bul le t w o u l d have to take a 45-degree 
turn) . T h a t assumes, however, that at the v i ta l m o m e n t G o o d w i n a n d 
C a m p b e l l were s tand ing exactly face-to-face a n d that G o o d w i n was not 
t u r n i n g his head . I f G o o d w i n had a ri f le, a n d i f he was b r i n g i n g it to an a i m ­
i n g pos i t i on , his head wou ld be tu rned somewhat to the r ight . O r , was he 
t u r n i n g his h e a d away f r om what he knew was about to happen? O r , was he 
s tumbl ing? 

T h e shoo t ing c ou ld have occurred i n the phys ica l m a n n e r suggested at 
the inquest a n d the P re l im inary Invest igat ion. O n e o f the foremost forensic 
med i ca l author i t ies o f the 20th century, patho log is t S i r Sydney S m i t h , has 
said that the behav iour o f bullets at short range is bo th ex t raord inary a n d 
l i t t le known . Bul le ts can deflect at r i ght angles to the l ine o f f l ight a n d Dr . 
S m i t h c i ted a case where this h a p p e n e d . 1 0 

It is c lear that C a m p b e l l fired one shot a n d the bu l l e t creased Goodwin ' s 
left wrist a n d then broke into two parts, b o th s t r i k ing his neck o n the left, 

9 Author's interview with Louvain Brownlow, 28 February 1995. 
l 0 S i r Sydney Smith, Mostly Murder (London, 1959). 
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one o f t h e m sever ing the sp ina l c o rd . F r i ends o f G o o d w i n have speculated, 
var iously , that he was t u r n i n g away at the t ime he was shot; that he was sit­
t i n g o n a l o g w i th his h ead i n his hands a n d was ambushed f r o m the side; 
that he h a d ra ised his hands i n sur render (perhaps also h o l d i n g u p his r i ­
f le ) . 1 1 W h a t was needed was direct test imony f r o m C a m p b e l l . T h o r o u g h 
c ross -examinat i on w o u l d have gone in to these po ints . T h e purpose o f the 
inquest was s imply to establ ish who the deceased pe rson was, a n d how, 
w h e n , a n d where he came by his dea th . T h e P r e l im ina ry Investigation's 
pu rpose was s imp ly to establ ish whether there was enough evidence to war­
rant a t r i a l . T w o Just ices o f the Peace said there was. Wha t was needed was a 
t r ia l i tsel f where the issue o f c r i m i n a l responsib i l i ty c ou ld be thorough ly 
tested. 

M u r d e r is one th ing : T h e unlawfu l k i l l i n g o f another person w i th mal ice 
a fore thought . In 1918, it was pun ishab le by hang ing . Mans laughte r is the 
un lawfu l k i l l i n g o f a pe rson but without mal ice aforethought. T h e p u n i s h ­
m e n t was u p to li fe i n p r i s on . Self-defence, i f be l ieved, is a comple te defence 
to bo th charges. 

C a m p b e l l t o ld his self-defence story consistently for the rest o f his li fe. It 
came t h r o u g h very clearly i n the l ine o f ques t i on ing pursued by his lawyer, 
W i l l i a m Moresby . C a m p b e l l ma in ta ined his story to his family a l l his li fe. Af­
ter his dea th , his widow, F lorence , sa id pub l i c l y i n 1957 that her husband 
was i n great distress over the shoot ing w h i c h he h a d to ld her was done i n 
self-defence. She said he t o l d her that he o r d e r e d G o o d w i n , rif le i n h a n d : 
" G e t y o u r hands u p a n d walk over here . " B u t G o o d w i n suddenly d r o p p e d 
his r i f le to his shou lder w h e n he was 13 feet away. C a m p b e l l f i r ed the fatal 
s h o t . 1 2 

M a n s l a u g h t e r covers a lmost every k i n d o f unlawful k i l l i n g , f r om 
near-acc ident to nea r -murde r . T h e P rov inc i a l Po l ice said this was a case o f 
mans laughte r , be l i ev ing pe rhaps that C a m p b e l l reacted wrongly to a situa­
t i on w h i c h con f ronted h i m , rather than f r o m any evi l in tent ion o f his own, 
w h i c h w o u l d make it m u r d e r . T h e defence o f self-defence can be seen as 
sel f-serving. T h e r e were no witnesses. A n immed ia t e charge was inevitable, 
especial ly since the k i l l i n g occur red at very close range. 

Later , po l i ce l ea rned (thanks to J o e N a y l o r t e l l ing Const . Rushford ) that 
six m e n h a d h e a r d C a m p b e l l say on three occasions i n the weeks l e ad ing u p 
to the shoo t ing that he w o u l d "get" (or "shoot" ) the deserters, " d e a d o r 

1 ^ i m m y Ellis, Kar l Coe interviews, in Masters, "The Shooting of Ginger Goodwin"; 
Author's interview with Jean Letcher, 16 March 1988; Wil l iam A. Pritchard manu­
script, University of B C Library, Special Collections and University Archives Divi­
sion; Vancouver Sun, 31 July 1918. 
1 2 Victor ia Daily Colonist, 25 August 1957; Author's interview with Eva Harris and 
Billy Conway, niece and nephew of Dan Campbell , 7 Apr i l 1990. 



Chapter Eight 133 

al ive , " that they w o u l d not get away. These statements go to C a m p b e l l ' s 
m e n t a l state at the t ime. 

C a m p b e l l ' s lawyer was r i ght w h e n he t o l d one o f the witnesses, i n exas­
pe ra t i on , that the test imony made the case against his c l ient "very s t rong . " 
C a m p b e l l ' s statements ind ica ted a caval ier att i tude to the consequences o f 
any ac t i on he m i gh t take to arrest deserters. O r , they c o u l d have s imp ly 
been hot a i r f r om a braggart who thought another p o l i c e m a n (Rushford) 
h a d prev ious ly let one o f the deserters (Taylor) escape. T h e y c o u l d be inter­
p r e t ed as a genera l in ten t i on to inf l ict serious h a r m , even death . C a m p ­
bel l 's words do not indicate a specif ic in t en t i on to "get " o r " shoo t " 
G o o d w i n . T h e reference was to deserters, i n the p l u r a l , o r to the ear l i e r i n c i ­
dent w h i c h invo lved a deserter o ther than G o o d w i n . T h i s is i n accord w i th 
Devitt 's story that he h a d no specia l instruct ions about G o o d w i n i n pa r t i cu ­
l a r ; the i r j o b was to arrest deserters. 

T h i s br ings us to the theory that there was a n establ ishment p l o t to m u r ­
de r G o o d w i n . It is a huge m o u n t a i n to c l imb to suggest that otherwise 
l aw-ab id ing peop le w o u l d conspire to c o m m i t the greatest c r ime o f a l l , 
m u r d e r . Consp i ra to rs , o f course, rarely leave de ta i l ed notes. Ce r ta in l y , 
Se lwyn B lay lock knew N o b l e B i n n s a n d they b o t h knew G o o d w i n . B lay l ock 
a n d B i n n s also knew W i l l i a m Devitt (who certa inly must have known , at the 
very least, of G o o d w i n f r om the t ime he was po l i ce ch i e f i n Ross l and a n d 
G o o d w i n was the leader o f the smel ter u n i o n i n nearby T r a i l who v is i ted 
Ross l and frequently) . B lay lock knew Rober t Scott L enn i e , the f o rmer (unt i l 
1910) N e l s o n lawyer - the two m e n co r r e sponded i n 1915 about the W o r k ­
men 's C o m p e n s a t i o n Ac t after L e n n i e h a d moved to Vancouver . L e n n i e 
h a d pract ised i n N e l s o n w i th E d m u n d C a r l y o n Wragge . Wragge later prac ­
t ised i n N e l s o n wi th Char l es Rober t H a m i l t o n who p r o v i d ed l ega l advice i n 
1917 to C M & S about the e ight -hour day. L e n n i e was the B C consc r ip t i on reg ­
istrar u n d e r the M i l i t a r y Service A c t f r o m 1917 to 1919 a n d o r gan i z ed the 
mi l i ta ry po l i ce c omponen t o f the D o m i n i o n Po l ice i n Vancouver . T h e m a i n 
task o f the mi l i tary po l ice was to enforce the consc r ip t i on law a n d arrest 
draft dodgers . L e n n i e thus knew Dev i t t f r o m 1917 though the two m e n 
w o u l d have k n o w n each other f r o m N e l s o n days w h e n Devit t was po l i ce 
ch i e f there a n d L enn i e was a p r o m i n e n t lawyer. N o w Devi t t was the n u m b e r 
two m a n i n B C i n the mi l i tary po l i ce c o m p o n e n t o f the D o m i n i o n Po l i ce . 
L e n n i e descr ibed Devit t i n 1920 as " a very efficient membe r . " L e n n i e w o u l d 
know at the very least of G o o d w i n — for w h o m a n arrest warrant was issued 
for d o d g i n g the draft. Bu t someth ing m o r e than the mere fact o f var ious 
peop l e know ing each other is needed to show a conspiracy. 

T h e forensics o f the case do not suppor t the conspiracy theory, as h is to­
r i a n M a r k L e i e r has shown i n his inves t i ga t i on . 1 3 L e i e r notes that G o o d w i n 

1 3 Le ier , "Plots, Shots, and Liberal Thoughts." 
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was not shot i n the back (which w o u l d be prima-facie ev idence o f murde r ) 
a n d C a m p b e l l d i d not ( indeed, c ou ld not) fire a d u m - d u m or e x p a n d i n g 
bul le t . L e i e r says powder marks testif ied to by D r . H a r r i s o n M i l l a r d (sug­
gest ing a range o f as l i tt le as two feet, ind icat ive perhaps o f ambush) may 
have been someth ing else, m a k i n g it imposs ib le to know the range . L e i e r 
notes that there is no r eco rd , test imony, o r document that even hints at a 
consp i racy to m u r d e r G o o d w i n . T h e r e is no forensic evidence that d is ­
proves D a n Campbe l l ' s story o r that makes a conspiracy theory m o r e p l a u ­
sible, he writes. "S ince there is no documentary evidence, test imony o r 
forensic ev idence p r o v i n g conspiracy, we are not just i f i ed i n be l i ev ing that 
G o o d w i n was the v i c t im o f a consp i racy , " he concludes. 

L e i e r sees the murder/conspiracy focus as too narrow, a r gu ing for a 
w ide r view: " I n s end ing po l i ce after G o o d w i n , po l i t i c ians were ope ra t ing 
no rma l l y . Immora l l y , o f course, but i n the i r usua l fashion, fo l lowing the i r 
usua l ru les a n d orders. T h e rea l c r imina l i t y is that they were s imply d o i n g 
the i r day-to-day, r egu lar jobs , m a i n t a i n i n g a capital ist o rde r a n d ensur ing 
the s m o o t h ope ra t i on o f a n explo i tat ive system." 

T h e conspiracy theory falls down for another reason: T h e r e was no m o ­
tive to ' e l iminate ' G o o d w i n i n J u l y 1918. T h e smelter str ike h a d e n d e d 
seven mon ths before. G o o d w i n h a d left T r a i l a n d ceased a l l u n i o n activities 
for five mon ths . Ev en his Social ist f r iends at the Vancouve r T rades a n d L a ­
b o u r C o u n c i l i n M a r c h 1918 w o u l d not suppor t his final appea l against c o n ­
sc r ip t i on . T h e smelter u n i o n was rap id l y d is in tegra t ing a n d soon w o u l d 
d i sappear . A conspiracy to c o m m i t m u r d e r made no sense. 

O n e theory, however, fits the two m a i n po ints o f the tragedy. T h e first 
p o i n t is Campbe l l ' s c l a im o f self-defence, that G o o d w i n was about to shoot 
h i m . T h e second po in t is Goodw in ' s we l l -known reputat ion , even to po l ice , 
as a peaceable person, w h o acco rd ing to a later account h a d said he w o u l d 
not shoot i f co rnered , a n d thus was un l i ke l y to be a t t empt ing to shoot 
C a m p b e l l i n a p remed i ta t ed manner . These two po ints are not mutua l ly ex­
clusive a n d can be r econc i l ed : W h a t h a p p e n e d m igh t have been ne i ther 
m u r d e r n o r mans laughter but, perhaps , mistake. C a m p b e l l a n d G o o d w i n , 
bo th a r m e d w i th rifles, met each other i n dense forest o n a steep h i l l s ide — 
the h u n t e r a n d the h u n t e d . A movement by e i ther m a n i n such a c i r c u m ­
stance c o u l d easily a n d qu ick ly be mis taken by the o ther a n d tr igger, l i ter­
ally, a fatal response. C a m p b e l l d i d bel ieve G o o d w i n was about to shoot 
h i m . B u t G o o d w i n be l ieved C a m p b e l l was about to shoot h i m . Panic . B o t h 
m e n ra ised the i r rifles m i s t ak ing the other 's in t en t i on . It took only a spl i t 
second. T h e m a n who c o u l d shoot the eye o f a needle l i ved . T h e m a n who 
w o u l d not go to war d i ed . 

T h i s , o f course, is speculat ion . T h e quest ion has r ema ined : Was C a m p ­
be l l gui l ty o f the c r ime for w h i c h he stood charged , o r not? C a n we even say 
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— beyond a reasonable doubt — w h i c h is the test i n c r i m i n a l law? Let 's t u r n 
the ev idence over to a l ead ing BC c r i m i n a l lawyer, A d r i a n B r o o k s o f V i c t o ­
r i a . 



C H A P T E R N I N E 

"Gentlemen of the jury: What is your verdict?" 

A N D I N T H O S E D A Y S , it w o u l d have been " g e n t l e m e n " o f the j u r y because 
w o m e n were not a l l owed to serve as j u r o r s i n 1918. ' T h e j u r y h e a r i n g the 
mans laugh te r case against D a n C a m p b e l l wou ld , i n a l l l i k e l i h o o d , have 
h e a r d the same C r o w n ev idence that was g iven at the P r e l i m i n a r y Investiga­
t i on . Because C a m p b e l l ' s defence was self-defence, he l ike ly w o u l d have tes­
t i f ied. J u s t what he w o u l d have said is speculat ion. Bu t , based o n what we do 
know, a n d the reasonable inferences that c ou ld be d rawn f r o m this know l ­
edge, p r o m i n e n t B C c r i m i n a l lawyer A d r i a n B rooks o f V i c t o r i a gives his 
analysis a n d tells the i m a g i n e d story o f the case o f Rex v. Daniel Campbell as 
the t r i a l m i g h t have u n f o l d e d i f the social a n d legal c i rcumstance o f the t ime 
h a d a l lowed it to h a p p e n . 

Rex v. Daniel Campbell 
B y A D R I A N B R O O K S 

T H E T R I A L T H A T M I G H T H A V E B E E N 

In a case filled w i th so many uncerta int ies , we can be cer ta in o f one th ing : 
D a n C a m p b e l l ' s c r i m i n a l case came to a surpr is ing ly p r emature conc lus ion . 

A h e a r i n g h a d been conduc t ed i n a court o f law before two just ices o f the 
peace. A f ter h e a r i n g a l l the evidence, they dec ided that there was sufficient 
ev idence for D a n C a m p b e l l to go to t r ia l o n a charge o f mans laughter . Ye t a 
g r a n d j u r y came to the oppos i te conc lus ion a n d d i d not r e t u r n a B i l l o f 
I nd i c tment that w o u l d have sent C a m p b e l l to t r ia l . D a n C a m p b e l l never 
h a d to face a j u r y o f his peers i n a pub l i c t r ia l . N o j u r y w o u l d be asked to pass 
j u d g m e n t o n the C rown ' s case after it was tested o n cross -examinat ion . 

M o r e impor tant l y , no j u r y w o u l d hear direct ly f r o m D a n C a m p b e l l , the 
on ly m a n alive who c o u l d answer the quest ion w h i c h has p l a gued so many 

'Constance Backhouse, Petticoats and Prejudice — Women and Law in Nineteenth Cen­
tury Canada (Toronto 1991). 
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then a n d since: W h a t h a p p e n e d o n that hot day i n the b u s h o f Vancouve r Is­
l a n d w h e n D a n C a m p b e l l shot a n d k i l l e d G i n g e r G o o d w i n ? 

T h e fact that a j u r y never d i d r ender a verd ic t o n this quest ion allows us 
to ask now, what w o u l d have happened h a d Rex v. Daniel Campbell p r o ­
ceeded to tr ial? Roge r Stonebanks ' deta i l ed research makes the quest ion 
even m o r e tan ta l i z ing despite the passage o f t ime. T i m e has, w i thout ques­
t i on , erased some o f the evidence. Some inqu i r i es a n d some leads are gone 
forever. T h a t is a p r o b l e m that haunts a l l c r i m i n a l cases, no matter what 
the ir age. Ev idence may be lost or h i d d e n . I n cases o f m u r d e r o r m a n ­
slaughter, the ev idence o f the v i c t im is s i lenced forever. T h e r i gh t to 
pre - t r ia l s i lence o f a n accused person means we may never know the ir ver­
s ion, whatever the age o f the case. What must be ana lyzed is not what evi­
dence we w o u l d l i ke to have, but rather, what the ev idence we do have tells 
us. 

T h i s chapter w i l l review the evidence f r om b o t h the C r o w n a n d the de­
fence perspect ive . I t w i l l do so as lawyers o f the t ime w o u l d have done a n d as 
lawyers o f today st i l l do : ma t ch ing the ev idence against the law, always 
keep ing i n m i n d the centra l impor tance o f tactics a n d advocacy at t r ia l . 
O n l y by the piece by piece dissect ion o f the case as it w o u l d have progressed 
t h r o u g h a t r ia l can we see its weaknesses - a n d its strengths. T h e ev idence o f 
each witness w i l l then be reviewed a n d analyzed as i f the witnesses were, i n 
fact, b e i n g ca l l ed at a t r ia l . As a c r im ina l t r ia l is ca r r i ed out u n d e r very spe­
cif ic rules, not every th ing a witness may have to say is admiss ib le to be hea rd 
by a j u r y . T h e fact that a witness is w i l l i n g to give ev idence o n a topic does 
not m e a n that they w i l l be pe rmi t t ed to do so. H o w w o u l d the rules o f evi­
dence impac t each o f the witness' evidence i n Rex v. Daniel Campbell? 

O n c e a l l the avai lable a n d admiss ib le ev idence is l a i d out, a n o p i n i o n can 
be of fered o n what the ev idence proves, i f any th ing . It is a t r i a l , u n d e r the 
specific rules o f ou r adversar ia l system, w h i c h is the u l t imate test o f persua­
siveness, bel ievabi l i ty , a n d the t ruth o f any case. 

T H E C R O W N C A S E B E F O R E T H E T R I A L 

A n y C r o w n C o u n s e l w i l l sit down wel l i n advance o f the i r t r i a l a n d analyze 
the ir case i n deta i l . Today , prosecutors do so w i th a h i g h s tandard in m i n d : 
do they have a case i n w h i c h there is a "substant ia l l i k e l i h o o d o f conv i c t i on? " 
In 1918, the s tandard for the C r o w n may not have been as specif ical ly de­
fined as it is now. However , the inqui ry w o u l d have been m u c h the same: 
"Does this ev idence give m e enough to ask a j u r y to conv ic t? " 

T h e analysis by C r o w n Counse l starts w i th c o m p a r i n g the ev idence w i th 
what must be p roven as a matter o f law. Every c r i m i n a l offence has cer ta in 
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elements that must be p r o v en for a gui l ty verd ic t to fol low. F o r the offence 
o f mans laughter , the law r equ i r ed that the C r o w n prove the fo l lowing : 

1. T h e ident i ty o f the of fender; 
2. T h a t the o f fender caused the death ; 
3. T h a t the o f fender caused the death by a n un lawfu l act; 
4. T h a t the o f fender d i d so w i th the in t en t i on to c o m m i t the unlawful act. 

It w o u l d be obvious to C r o w n Counse l that the ident i ty o f D a n C a m p b e l l 
a n d that he caused the death o f G i n g e r G o o d w i n were not issues i n d ispute . 
T h i s case was not, at any t ime, a "whodun i t . " T h e hurd les for the C r o w n 
were the t h i r d a n d f our th e lements o f mans laughter . Was the shoot ing o f 
G o o d w i n an un lawfu l act o r was it done i n self-defence? A n d , can the C r o w n 
prove that C a m p b e l l i n t ended to shoot G o o d w i n , thereby c o m m i t t i n g the 
un lawfu l act? 

A n i n i t i a l p o in t s h o u l d be emphas i zed . T h e C r o w n did not at any t ime 
have to prove that D a n C a m p b e l l i n t ended to k i l l G i n g e r G o o d w i n . T h a t 
spec ia l in t en t i on to k i l l is a n e lement o f p r o o f on ly where the c r ime is m u r ­
der . I f the c r ime is mans laughter , a less serious c r ime i n law than murde r , 
the C r o w n does not have to c lear the very h i g h h u r d l e o f p r o v i n g that spe­
cif ic state o f m i n d o f the accused. Whatever secrets were h i d d e n i n C a m p ­
bel l 's m i n d w h e n he con f ronted G o o d w i n , the C r o w n d i d not have to 
penetrate them. 

Ye t the C r o w n d i d have a key fact that spoke vo lumes about Campbe l l ' s 
state o f m i n d : he h a d shot G o o d w i n at c lose range w i t h a h i g h - p o w e r e d 
r i f l e . T h a t C a m p b e l l was a crack shot on ly a d d e d to the certainty o f 
Goodw in ' s death a n d r emoved any suggest ion the g u n fired accidental ly . 
W i t h this ev idence c o u l d there be any doubt that Campbe l l ' s firing toward 
Goodw in ' s head was i n t ended to k i l l h im? C lear ly , however, it was not ev i­
dence that satisfied the C r o w n that they shou ld charge C a m p b e l l w i th m u r ­
der . Wha t was the reasoning? A t this stage, we can only surmise . F r o m the 
po in t o f view o f the law, the C r o w n had to ant ic ipate what C a m p b e l l m i g h t 
say i n his own defence to extr icate h imse l f f r om the case against h i m . O n e 
poss ib i l i ty was that C a m p b e l l w o u l d say that he was so surpr i sed at seeing 
G o o d w i n that he fired the g u n instinctively a n d w i th no intent to k i l l . I f it a l l 
h a p p e n e d i n a sp l i t second the C r o w n w o u l d have l i t t le chance to prove that 
C a m p b e l l f o rmed the intent to k i l l G o o d w i n . 

Second , and pe rhaps jus t as impor tant , is the tactical cons idera t ion . T o 
ask a j u r y to convict a peace officer o f m u r d e r i n g a deserter i n the a tmo­
sphere Roge r S tonebanks has so carefully por t rayed w o u l d not be real ist ic. 
T h e C r o w n dec i s ion to charge h a d to be made w i th in , and not i n spite of, 
the soc ia l context o f the t ime. L i k e it o r not, the in i t i a l i n c l i na t i on o f the c i t i -



Chapter Nine 139 

zens w h o w o u l d make u p the j u r y w o u l d be i n favour o f a p e r son u p h o l d i n g 
the law a n d against a person r u n n i n g f r o m it. 

E v e n w i th that tactical dec is ion made , the strongest ev idence for the 
C r o w n i n suppor t o f the e lements o f the mans laughte r charge was also evi­
dence that w o u l d suppor t a n ind i c tment cha rg ing m u r d e r . S i x witnesses 
were p r e p a r e d to testify that C a m p b e l l h a d stated his in t en t i on to get de­
serters " d e a d o r a l ive . " C r o w n Counse l , p r e p a r i n g for t r ia l , w o u l d be th ink ­
i n g l o n g a n d h a r d as to how to make the best use o f this ev idence, 
devastat ing as it was to C a m p b e l l . Ce r ta in l y the prosecutor w o u l d ca l l these 
six witnesses one after another very early i n the t r i a l i n o r d e r to set the tone, 
a n d pe rhaps the j u r y as wel l , against C a m p b e l l . 

O n the o ther h a n d the C r o w n h a d to be m u l l i n g over the unde rcur r en t s 
o f the ev idence o f each witness. W i t h emot ions r u n n i n g as strongly as they 
were, each witness w o u l d have his own biases that w o u l d affect his percep­
t ions a n d his per fo rmance i n the witness box . W o u l d those biases at least be 
kep t i n check sufficiently to make the witnesses' ev idence bel ievable? O r 
w o u l d one ha r sh wo rd or spiteful g lance destroy what the C r o w n was t r y ing 
to construct? 

T h e biases o f the witnesses for the C r o w n were not restr icted to the six 
peop l e who w o u l d testify to the intent o f C a m p b e l l . T h e m a i n p i l la rs o f the 
C r o w n case were bui l t o n the ev idence o f o ther witnesses c learly sympa­
thet ic to C a m p b e l l . These witnesses cou ld , w i th one or two answers, u n d e r ­
cut the C r o w n case or solidify the defence case. N o matter how m u c h these 
possibi l i t ies were recogn ized i n advance by the prosecutor , they c o u l d never 
be con t ro l l ed . O n l y a t r ia l w o u l d te l l how each possibi l i ty w o u l d play out. 

L e a v i n g aside the witnesses, C r o w n C o u n s e l g o ing into t r i a l w o u l d ant i c i ­
pate the d i r e c t i on o f defence counsel . In this case, that d i r ec t i on was no se­
cret. T h e defence w o u l d obviously be self-defence. There fo re , the defence 
w o u l d argue, the shoot ing o f G o o d w i n was not a n unlawfu l act. W i t h o u t a n 
un lawfu l act, one o f the essential e lements o f mans laughte r is m iss ing . 
C a m p b e l l was only t ry ing to preserve his l i fe f r om the law b reak ing , 
gun- t o t ing G o o d w i n , the defence lawyer w o u l d te l l the j u r y . T h i s w o u l d be 
the most di f f icult aspect for the C r o w n o n the eve o f t r i a l : not what the j u r y 
thought o f Campbe l l ' s intent, but what they w o u l d make o f G o o d w i n . 
W o u l d the j u r y accept f r om the defence that G o o d w i n , who h a d t u r n e d his 
back o n k i l l i n g i n a war, h a d tu rned murde rous? Was G o o d w i n ac t ing i n 
despera t i on by go ing into h i d i n g a n d not out o f p r inc i p l e ? These were the 
subtle thought processes the defence was g o i n g to cult ivate a n d that the 
C r o w n h a d to head off. 

Despi te these concerns, the C r o w n w o u l d have h a d the conf idence that 
they h a d the f ounda t i on o f a so l id case. T h e y h a d a v i c t im shot a n d k i l l e d at 
close range. H e was, wi thout a doubt , k i l l e d by the accused. T h e y h a d wit-
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nesses w h o h e a r d C a m p b e l l say that he wanted the deserters (who i n c l u d e d 
G o o d w i n ) " d e a d o r a l i ve " a n d al l the whi le , C a m p b e l l was supposed to have 
been t h i n k i n g o f how to arrest G o o d w i n , not k i l l h i m . 

In the late even ing before t r ia l , the prosecutor w o u l d close his b r i e f a n d 
rise f r o m his desk. T u r n i n g of f his l amp, he w o u l d leave his office conf ident 
that he h a d enough ev idence to put the defence to the test. 

D E F E N C E A N A L Y S I S O F T H E C R O W N ' S C A S E 

I n ano the r office i n V i c t o r i a , defence counse l w o u l d be p o r i n g over the i r 
brief . H e r e was ev idence that gave the defence someth ing to work w i th . T h e 
accused was a peace officer, a servant o f H i s Majesty the K i n g . H e was a re­
specter o f the law, not a breaker o f it. Into his hands was put the trust o f the 
c o m m u n i t y to fu l f i l l the di f f icult duty o f en fo rc ing the law. T h e deceased 
was a fugit ive and , arguably, a cowardly one at that. I f that b a c k g r o u n d were 
no t e n o u g h , this fugitive was one who , w i thout quest ion, was i n possession 
o f a l o a d e d ri f le at the t ime o f his death. T h i s appeared to be a b r i e f that h a d 
its strengths. 

B u t there were weaknesses i n the very same strengths that a p r epa r ed de­
fence lawyer w o u l d see, a n d he wou ld know that the prosecutor w o u l d see 
t h e m too. T h e accused was a person who c ou ld not trade o n his character as 
a peace officer, g iven his p r i o r d ischarge f r o m the pol ice . T h e respectabi l i ty 
o f a l o n g d i s t ingu ished career i n law enforcement was not avai lable to 
C a m p b e l l . What 's more , the accused, tasked w i th the duty o f b r i n g i n g 
G o o d w i n to just ice , h a d announced very clearly a different, se l f -appointed 
agenda . Campbe l l ' s statements o f his i n t en t i on to six witnesses c ou ld leave a 
c l a i m o f self-defence l o o k i n g more l ike a ruse. T h e j u r y may quick ly c on ­
c lude that the next t h ing C a m p b e l l w o u l d do after stat ing his i n t en t i on 
w o u l d be to p l a n his own jus t i f i c a t i on . A n d what bet ter way to do it t h a n to 
c l a im a surprise attack by G o o d w i n that r equ i red swift act ion i n self-defence? 

De fence counse l w o u l d be scour ing t h r o u g h each witness' statement i n 
o r d e r to find the s ingle thread that c o u l d be extracted a n d po in t to 
self-defence. T h i s arduous process w o u l d take days o f careful r ead ing , 
r e - r ead ing , a n d then r ead ing aga in. Every statement wou ld be cross-refer­
enced w i t h each o f the others. F r o m this w o u l d be cu l l ed the po ints to be 
b r o u g h t out i n cross-examinat ion. M o r e impor tant l y wou ld be the areas 
i den t i f i ed to be un touched . Somet imes the best work o f defence counse l is 
to k n o w w h e n to leave we l l enough a lone. A t the e n d o f the case, a l l o f the i n ­
d i v i d u a l threads c ou ld be woven together to create the only phrase that 
matters i n a c r i m i n a l t r ia l : reasonable doubt . 
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T h i s defence p r epa ra t i on w o u l d not lessen even t h o u g h there were g o o d 
po ints i n the evidence a lready. T h a t G o o d w i n was a fugitive a n d was carry­
i n g a g u n was a l l we l l a n d good . However , this evidence was on ly the mot i va ­
t i on for greater effort. F o r i n the final analysis, the defence b r i e f o f Rex v. 
Daniel Campbell was what every defence lawyer truly fears: the case that is 
yours to w in . 

T H E T R I A L 

In every c r i m i n a l tr ia l , it is the Crown 's ob l i ga t i on to prove b e y o n d a reason­
able doubt that the accused commi t t ed the c r ime con ta ined i n the ind i c t ­
ment . W h i l e the phrase " b e y o n d a reasonable doub t " has u n d e r g o n e many 
interpretat ions , its purpose is clear: to requi re the state to p r oduce c o m p e l ­
l i n g ev idence that can be tested i n a c o u r t r o o m a n d only w h e n that ev idence 
is f o u n d to establish gui l t b eyond a reasonable doubt ought a c i t i zen to suf­
fer the s t igma o f a c r i m i n a l conv ic t i on a n d a possible loss o f l iberty. F o r the 
defence, "reasonable doub t " becomes the single focus o f a c r i m i n a l t r i a l . 
W i t h i n the rules o f evidence, it is the defence lawyer's ro le a n d duty to create 
that gnawing doubt i n the m inds o f the ju ro r s , that doubt w h i c h tells t h e m 
they are not sure. 

T h i s struggle over reasonable doubt is fought i n the context o f a n a d ­
versar ia l t r ia l . E a c h side has a contrary pos i t i on a n d advances that pos i t i on 
as far as it legi t imately can . However , for the C r o w n the adversar ia l system 
must be t empered by the i r duty to see that the t ru th comes out. W h e t h e r it 
assists the i r case or not, the C r o w n must ensure that a l l re levant ev idence be 
hea rd by the court . 

W i t h i n the adversar ia l m o d e l there is necessarily a fair a m o u n t o f r o o m 
for tactics a n d advocacy. O n both sides, it is the sk i l l o f pe rsuas ion that can 
t u r n a l os ing case into a w i n n i n g one or, conversely, take a w i n n i n g case a n d 
t u r n it in to a loss. T h e h i gh l y c o m p e l l i n g force o f advocacy can of ten be the 
di f ference between w i n n i n g a n d los ing , between i m p r i s o n m e n t a n d l iberty . 
W i t h stakes as h i g h as these, it is u n s u r p r i s i n g that beneath the p r o p e r deco­
r u m o f a t r ia l is the r o u g h a n d tumble more bef i t t ing a wres t l ing ma t ch . 
C r o w n a n d defence enter the t r ia l d e t e rm ined to press any advantage, ex­
p lo i t a mistake or catch the other side off guard . O f this, D a n C a m p b e l l 
w o u l d already have l earned . Wa i t i ng for his t r ia l to start, he w o u l d s t i l l be 
smar t ing f r om the surpr ise appearance at his p r e l im ina ry h e a r i n g o f the six 
witnesses who recounted Campbe l l ' s own words to such devastat ing effect. 
Were there more surprises i n store for D a n i e l C a m p b e l l now that the C l e r k 
o f the C o u r t h a d ca l l ed out, " H i s Majesty the K i n g versus D a n i e l C a m p ­
be l l ? " 
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T h e t r i a l w o u l d start w i th the a r ra i gnment o f the accused. C a m p b e l l 
w o u l d rise f r om his seat i n the pr isoner 's dock and the ind i c tment w o u l d be 
r ead to h i m : " I n the D o m i n i o n o f C a n a d a , Prov ince o f B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , 
D a n i e l C a m p b e l l stands charged that he d i d , o n o r about the 27 th day o f 
J u l y 1918, unlawful ly cause the death o f A lbe r t G o o d w i n a n d d i d thereby 
c o m m i t the offence o f mans laughter contrary to the Criminal Code of Canada 
a n d against the Peace o f H i s Majesty the K i n g , H i s C r o w n a n d D i gn i t y . " 

C a m p b e l l w o u l d state his p l ea o f no t gui l ty. W o u l d these be the on ly 
words the j u r y w o u l d ever hear h i m say? T h e j u r y wou ld not know u n t i l the 
C r o w n f in ished its case whether the defence w o u l d present ev idence o r not. 
U n t i l then , only C a m p b e l l a n d his lawyer w o u l d have a n i n k l i n g i f C a m p b e l l 
w o u l d speak aga in to the j u r y . 

J u r y se lect ion w o u l d then commence . U n l i k e the current pract ice i n the 
U n i t e d States, j u r y select ion i n C a n a d a is a more res t ra ined affair. N a m e s 
f r o m the po tent ia l j u r o r s s u m m o n e d are r a n d o m l y selected by the c lerk a n d 
ca l l ed forward. K n o w i n g on ly address a n d employment , the lawyers w o u l d 
have to l ook at the po tent ia l j u r o r a n d state e i ther " con ten t " o r " cha l l enge . " 
O n l y i f defence a n d C r o w n were content w o u l d the potent ia l j u r o r become 
a n actual j u r o r , a j u d g e i n the case o f Rex v. Daniel Campbell. W i t h so l i t t le i n ­
f o rma t i on avai lable to the lawyers, the emp l o ymen t o f a po tent ia l j u r o r 
w o u l d take o n a d d e d impor tance . F o r example , the defence w o u l d l ike ly 
cha l l enge any m a n who s tepped forward w i th a w o r k i n g man 's b a c k g r o u n d . 
T h e defence w o u l d not take a chance that a w o r k i n g m a n w o u l d have sym­
pathy for G i n g e r G o o d w i n . R igh t l y or wrong ly , the l im i t ed i n f o rma t i on 
about the j u r o r s makes for w ide general izat ions by counsel . A n d it w o u l d 
on ly be m e n who s tepped forward to sit o n this ju ry . It w o u l d not be u n t i l 
1922 that w o m e n were pe rm i t t ed to be j u r o r s . 

T h e C r o w n w o u l d o p e n its case to the j u r y . T h e prosecutor 's o p e n i n g ad ­
dress prov ides the first o f three oppor tun i t i es for the j u r y to hear the 
C rown ' s vers ion o f events: the first is i n the open ing , the second is t h r o u g h 
the ev idence presented , a n d the t h i r d is i n the c los ing address to the j u r y . 
T h e sheer repet i t i on is often thought to carry its own persuasive force i n fa­
v o u r o f the prosecut ion . 

T h e C r o w n w o u l d l ike ly summar i ze i n a narrat ive f o rm the ev idence 
about to be heard . T h e prosecutor , his b lack robes f lowing as he wa lked to 
s tand squarely a n d conf ident ly before the twelve ju ro rs , w o u l d beg in his 
case some th ing l i ke this: " G e n t l e m e n o f the ju r y , it is my oppor tun i t y to out­
l i ne for you the ev idence that I expect that y ou w i l l hear i n this case. 

" T h i s , as y ou have hea rd the ind i c tment read , is a case o f mans laughter . 
T h e C r o w n says that this accused shot a n d k i l l e d A lber t G o o d w i n o n the 
date i n the ind i c tment . H o w d i d he come to do so? Y o u w i l l hear that A lbe r t 
G o o d w i n was a g en t l eman who was l iable to be arrested. Wha t he was to be 
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arrested for is ne i the r here n o r there a l though I expect m u c h w i l l be made 
o f it. 

" I n o rd e r that he be arrested, a g roup o f officers o f the peace were 
b rought together to locate A lbe r t G o o d w i n . N o w this g r o u p o f peace offi­
cers had , as y o u w o u l d expect, a h i g h responsib i l i ty . T h a t respons ib i l i ty was 
to enforce o u r laws. It was to carry out the enforcement o f the K i n g ' s peace. 
T o do this s o l e m n duty, o f course, requires m e n o f d i sc ip l ine a n d courage. 
It requires m e n who are g iven a def inite task a n d fol low that task. H e r e , the 
task was to find this G o o d w i n , place h i m u n d e r arrest, a n d b r i n g h i m back to 
be dealt w i th a c co rd ing to law. 

"It was unde r s t ood by a l l that this was their duty. A l l except this accused, 
M r . C a m p b e l l . Con t ra r y to the specific orders to b r i n g G o o d w i n back, 
C a m p b e l l b egan to descr ibe to others what he i n t ended to do . Y o u w i l l hear 
the ev idence o f not one, not two, a n d not even four, but s ix di f ferent peop l e 
f r om w h o m y o u may conc lude Campbe l l ' s stated i n t en t i on was that 
G o o d w i n be b r ough t out dead , not alive. T h e i r ev idence shou ld leave y ou i n 
no doubt o f what C a m p b e l l was g o ing to do w h e n he located G o o d w i n . In 
short, C a m p b e l l , o n his own, created a dead or al ive po l icy . 

" T h e ba lance o f the evidence w i l l tel l y ou what C a m p b e l l , i n fact, d i d . I n 
c o m i n g u p o n G o o d w i n , he d i d what no m o r t a l m a n has the r i gh t to do o f his 
own accord , to take the life o f another m a n . T h i s he d i d w i th one shot. It 
tore t h r o u g h Goodw in ' s throat a n d k i l l ed h i m instantly. F o r this, the ac­
cused has not jus t d isgraced his pos i t i on as an officer o f the K i n g ' s peace, 
but has b r o k e n that peace a n d that law." 

A b r i e f o p e n i n g by the C r o w n w o u l d establ ish the i r m a i n theme: that 
C a m p b e l l stated his i n t en t i on to k i l l G o o d w i n a n d then went ahead a n d d i d 
it. T h e o p e n i n g , i n an t i c ipa t i on o f what the defence w o u l d rely o n , w o u l d lay 
the g r o u n d w o r k to neutra l i ze Campbe l l ' s pos i t i on as a peace officer. By 
contrast ing the respected pos i t i on o f a n officer u p h o l d i n g the law w i th that 
o f C a m p b e l l , the C r o w n cou ld beg in the i r por t raya l o f the accused as a 
" rogue cop . " It was essential that the inst inct ive respect for the po l i ce offi­
cers not be ex t ended to C a m p b e l l . 

C R O W N C A S E 

G i v e n his abi l i ty to set the scene a n d e xp l a in the sequence o f events, W i l l i a m 
J o h n Devitt, B C Inspector for the M i l i t a r y Pol ice c o m p o n e n t o f the D o m i n ­
i o n Pol ice , w o u l d be the first C r o w n witness. Indeed , Devitt 's most i m p o r ­
tant ev idence is at the b e g i n n i n g o f the sequence w h e n he gave his 
ins t ruct ion to C a m p b e l l . T h a t ins t ruc t ion i n c l u d e d a desc r ip t i on o f 
G o o d w i n , the inference b e ing that the desc r ip t i on is necessary i n o rd e r to 
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arrest the p r o p e r pe r son . M o r e impor tant ly , Devit t gave the ins t ruct ion to 
arrest G o o d w i n . T h i s is a po int the C r o w n w o u l d want to emphasize . O n e 
can a lmost hear the prosecutor f e i gn ing a lack o f h e a r i n g d u r i n g quest ion­
i n g o f Dev i t t : 

Q U E S T I O N : I a m sorry, d i d you say the ins t ruc t ion y o u gave the accused 
C a m p b e l l was to arrest Goodw in? 
A N S W E R : Yes. 

Q U E S T I O N : I though t that was what y ou said. It was not to k i l l h im? 
A N S W E R : Ce r t a in l y not . 

C r o w n w o u l d b r i n g out the deta i led descr ip t i on g i ven to C a m p b e l l o f 
G o o d w i n , d o w n to the vacc inat ion marks a n d the g o l d teeth. T h e po in t 
w o u l d not be lost o n the j u r y : why give this descr ip t i on o ther than to make it 
c lear to C a m p b e l l that G o o d w i n was to be arrested? T h e r e was no dead o r 
al ive po l icy . 

T h e j u r y w o u l d then be l ed by the evidence into the deep b rush i n pursu i t 
o f the fugitives where Devi t t ul t imately h ea rd the gunshot that k i l l e d 
G o o d w i n . A f t e r the gunshot r ang out, it is i m p o r t a n t that it took three to 
five minutes , by v i r tue o f the r ough ter ra in , to get to where C a m p b e l l was 
s tand ing . Devitt 's c l a m b e r i n g through this th ick bush country wou ld fore­
shadow a p r o b l e m w i t h the details o f Campbe l l ' s self-defence story. In par ­
t icular , how c o u l d it be that G o o d w i n a n d C a m p b e l l came u p o n each o ther 
sudden ly w h e n the t e r ra in was so r ough as to requ i re a pe r son to smash a n d 
t r amp his way t h r o u g h underbrush? A n d i f that u n d e r b r u s h was so thick, 
d i d it real ly mat te r (as was made m u c h o f at the inquest) that Campbe l l ' s 
badge was c lear ly v is ible? T h e thick bush w o u l d be a phrase repeated aga in 
a n d aga in by the C r o w n . 

O n c e Devi t t h a d descr ibed the scene o f C a m p b e l l s tand ing over 
G o o d w i n , the C r o w n w o u l d be careful to present on ly what Devit t saw, d i d 
a n d sa id . T h e y w o u l d not l ead what C a m p b e l l sa id for to do so wou ld pu t 
C a m p b e l l ' s c l a i m o f self-defence before the j u r y . In par t i cu lar , examina t i on 
i n ch i e f w o u l d e n d w i th Devit t be ing asked what he sa id to C a m p b e l l , 
namely , that he s h o u l d cons ider h imse l f u n d e r arrest, he was to r e turn to 
C u m b e r l a n d a n d to sur r ende r to the Prov inc ia l Po l ice . T h e j u r o r s w o u l d 
ask themselves whe ther Devi t t must have thought there was someth ing 
w r o n g w i th the scene to issue such an o rde r to C a m p b e l l . C lear ly , i f it was 
obvious C a m p b e l l acted i n self-defence, then there was n o reason to surren­
der himsel f . 

T h e C rown ' s e x a m i n a t i o n o f Devitt wou ld skirt a r o u n d one o f its t ho rn ­
ier p rob l ems . A t the inquest a n d P re l im inary Invest igat ion Devit t testified 
that, o n a r r i v i n g at C a m p b e l l ' s locat ion, C a m p b e l l sa id, "I had to do it to 
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save my l i f e . " T h e defence w o u l d very m u c h want to get that evidence before 
the j u r y . F o r the defence, an exculpatory statement by the accused c o m i n g 
out early i n the Crown 's case wou ld set a perfect tone. 

H e r e one o f the trial 's first legal battles w o u l d be fought. T h e stakes were 
h i g h . E i t h e r the defence got evidence strongly suppor t i ve o f self defence 
admi t t ed ear ly o n or the j u r y never heard Campbe l l ' s first words e x p l a i n i n g 
what h a p p e n e d . 

T h e law is extremely skept ica l about statements f r om accused persons 
w h e n they have the oppor tun i t y to concoct those statements. I f an accused 
can make u p a n exculpatory exp lana t i on k n o w i n g that it w i l l be hea rd at a 
t r i a l then there wou ld be ev idence o f the accused entered wi thout any way to 
test the qual i ty o f that evidence. A n accused, k n o w i n g that his statement 
w o u l d be admi t t ed , w o u l d be very un l ike l y to step i n to the witness box to be 
c ross -examined . In this way, the admiss i on o f statements o f an accused 
made short ly after a c r ime cou ld have a negative effect o n d iscover ing the 
t ru th i n the t r ia l process. 

T h e j u d g e w o u l d look at Campbe l l ' s statement w i th a j a u n d i c e d eye. 
T h r e e to five minutes is amp l e t ime for a pe rson to th ink how they are g o ing 
to e x p l a i n themselves. T o al low a self-serving statement to go before the 
j u r y w o u l d be to encourage a n accused to engage i n a qu ick concoct ion . I f 
C a m p b e l l wanted to say "self-defence," he c ou ld d o it by tak ing the s tand 
a n d say ing so u n d e r oa th a n d subject to cross-examinat ion . 

T h e law w o u l d not p e rm i t Campbe l l ' s sel f-serving statement to Devi t t to 
go before the ju ry , a s igni f icant setback for the defence. 

T h e l ega l battle over Devitt 's evidence w o u l d no t e n d there. Devit t p ro ­
v i d e d ev idence at the inquest as to the relative pos i t ions o f C a m p b e l l a n d 
G o o d w i n at the t ime that the shot was fired. Mos t impor tant ly , he clearly 
stated that G o o d w i n h a d his ri f le ra ised i n firing pos i t i on at the t ime he was 
shot. As Dev i t t was not there at the t ime, he was ex t rapo la t ing f r o m his ob­
servations at the scene. T h a t ex t rapo la t i on is p rope r l y character i zed in law 
as o p i n i o n evidence. N o t every o p i n i o n is admiss ib le , otherwise each wit­
ness c o u l d be asked his o r her o p i n i o n o n any n u m b e r o f things. T h i s w o u l d 
perhaps p rov ide interest ing answers, but is certa inly not evidence. F r o m 
the C r o w n perspect ive, they wou ld not want Dev i t t to give this evidence. 
T h e y w o u l d argue that an exper t i n the field o f anatomy a n d gunshot 
wounds w o u l d be r equ i red . As Devitt d i d not have those qual i f icat ions, he 
was not qua l i f i ed to give the o p i n i o n evidence. F r o m the defence perspec­
tive, a l l Dev i t t was d o i n g was p r o v i d i n g a sho r thand desc r ip t i on o f what he 
saw. T h e r e were not pho tographs to e xp l a in the scene (except to show the 
character o f the g round ) so Devitt ought to be ent i t l ed , the defence w o u l d 
argue, to e x p l a i n that scene to the ju ry . T h e a l i gnmen t o f the injuries a n d 
the pos i t i on o f the ind iv idua ls was jus t par t o f that exp lana t i on . 
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T h i s is c r i t i ca l ev idence o n what Roge r Stonebanks correct ly refers to as 
the cent ra l issue: d i d G o o d w i n po in t the g u n at Campbe l l ? A l t h o u g h it is 
no t free f r om doubt , it is probable that Devit t w o u l d be ent i t l ed to give his 
" o p i n i o n " as to Goodw in ' s pos i t i on . T h e absence o f pho tog raphs e x p l a i n ­
i n g the scene created the r isk the j u r y w o u l d not make sense o f what they 
were b e i n g to ld . T h e y c o u l d only make sense o f it i f g iven m o r e i n f o rma­
t i on , not less. Fu r the rmor e , the j u r y was not b o u n d to accept what Devi t t 
sa id o n this po in t but c o u l d use the i r own j u d g m e n t . 

H e r e the defence was get t ing the i r first advantage. T h e defence theory 
was now before the j u r y : the draft dodge r G o o d w i n , fearful o f arrest, ra i sed 
his g u n to f ire at C a m p b e l l , l eav ing C a m p b e l l no alternative but to shoot. 
W h i l e the j u r y probab ly w o u l d not have that conc lus ion o f self-defence f r o m 
C a m p b e l l ' s own words to Devitt, they w o u l d st i l l have that most power fu l o f 
conc lus ions : one they came to themselves. 

C ross - examina t i on w o u l d take Devit t t h r o u g h the g u n a n d mask f o u n d 
i n the area where the shoot ing occur red . Obv ious ly , this leaves the j u r y to 
t h i n k o f G o o d w i n as not only a desperate m a n , but also a dangerous one. 

T h e defence w o u l d not be th rough w i th Devit t yet, for Devitt observed 
that G o o d w i n st i l l h a d his f inger a r o u n d the tr igger o f the r i f le. C o u p l e d 
w i th the ev idence that G o o d w i n h a d the g u n ra ised, the defence h a d its 
m a i n p l anks set out. T h e C r o w n surely g r imaced l i s ten ing to this p iece o f 
ev idence. T h e improbab i l i t y o f G o o d w i n fa l l ing a n d r o l l i n g several feet i n 
the t e r ra in w i th his f inger frozen to the tr igger must have stood out to 
C r o w n C o u n s e l . Ye t the adversar ia l system does not p e rm i t cross-examina­
t i on o f y o u r own witnesses jus t because y ou do not l ike a l l the i r ev idence. 
T h e defence was scor ing po ints and the C r o w n cou ld do n o t h i n g about it. 

F ina l l y , the defence w o u l d be a t t empt ing to deve lop the possibi l i ty that it 
was a surpr ise to C a m p b e l l to come u p o n G o o d w i n . Cross - examina t i on 
w o u l d b r i n g out the existence o f deer trails t h r o u g h the th ick b rush , to show 
that it was conceivable that a pe r son c o u l d move about relatively quiet ly. 

Dev i t t w o u l d leave the stand w i th each side hav ing advanced the i r case. 
B u t they h a d done so at a cost, as there was ev idence that hur t the ir respec­
tive causes as we l l . 

C r o w n w o u l d l ike ly ca l l only one o f the o ther po l ice officers who at­
t ended at the scene. T h e r e is no reason to ca l l witnesses s imply for the sake 
o f c a l l i n g them. O n l y those necessary to specif ic points i n the C r o w n case 
w o u l d be asked to give evidence. Speci f ical ly , it w o u l d be un l ike l y the C r o w n 
w o u l d ca l l Geo rge Roe . A l l he w o u l d a d d is the evidence that Goodw in ' s g u n 
was cocked . T h i s was a po in t for the defence case, not the C r o w n . W o u l d the 
C r o w n ob l i ga t i on to see that the t ru th come out requi re t h em to ca l l a wit­
ness that only h e l p e d the defence? N o t necessarily is the short answer. I f the 
witness is made avai lable to the defence then the C r o w n has ful f i l led the i r 
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ob l i ga t i on to the t ruth-seek ing funct ion o f the t r ia l . I n add i t i on , to ca l l a wit­
ness w h o is inconsistent w i th the C r o w n theory o f what the t ru th is may do 
more to obscure the t ru th than to b r i n g it out. F r o m this one examp l e , it can 
be seen how trials take o n the i r o w n par t i cu lar appearance . Rex v. Daniel 
Campbell w o u l d be no except ion . 

T h e most l ike ly po l i ce officer to be ca l l ed is A lbe r t T h o m a s S tephenson , 
C h i e f Constab le for the N a n a i m o Distr ic t o f the P rov inc i a l Po l i ce . H i s evi­
dence at the p r e l im ina ry inqu i ry a n d inquest reads as precise a n d 
even-handed . T h e j u r y w o u l d be assisted by a c lear descr ip t i on o f the scene. 
Ye t S t ephenson w o u l d p rov ide ev idence that w o u l d advance the defence 
case. H e , as h a d Devitt, descr ibed Goodw in ' s i ndex f inger as " e x t e n d e d . " 
A l t h o u g h what precisely he meant by " e x t e n d e d " was never ques t ioned , his 
ev idence t ended to corroborate Devitt , l eav ing the p ic ture i n the m i n d s o f 
the j u r y o f G o o d w i n ready to shoot. 

Ear ly i n the case, the C r o w n w o u l d play the ir strongest ca rd , o r ra ther 
cards, six o f them. T h e C r o w n w o u l d ca l l each o f the six witnesses, one after 
another , to say what C a m p b e l l h a d to ld them about ca tch ing deserters, 
d ead or alive. T h e constant repe t i t i on o f the same type o f statement o f 
C a m p b e l l f r om the witnesses robs the defence o f the oppo r tun i t y to effec­
tively negate the evidence. T h e attack i n cross-examinat ion may go very 
we l l o n the first witness. It may very wel l trade o n the ambigu i ty o f C a m p ­
bel l 's words. Repeated five more t imes, the same cross -examinat ion w i l l 
s ound l ike a b r o k e n record a n d not a very persuasive one at that. H e a r d 
aga in a n d aga in , the words are no l onger ambiguous : the m e a n i n g is as 
c lear a n d as cer ta in as the fact that G o o d w i n was dead. R i n g i n g i n the ju ry ' s 
ears w o u l d be the impress i on left by these witnesses: 

1. Peter M c N i v e n : "We are here to get these m e n , d ead or a l i ve . " 
2. Peter Ioris: " I f he h a d been i n his place, he w o u l d get h i m for sure . " 
3. Ca r l o s Cava l l e ro : " I f it was me, I w o u l d get h i m . " "We are g o i n g to get 
h i m dead o r a l ive . " 
(Note that trapper Thomas Anderson was nearby at the time this was said. D id A n ­
derson hear Campbell's threat? We should know the answer to that question but we 
do not. A pre-trial interview by the Crown would determine the answer. If he d id 
hear this, it would dramatically strengthen the Crown's case to have a member of 
Campbell 's own search party confirm the threat.) 
4. A l e x a n d r e s M e r i l l o : " C a m p b e l l sa id i f he was i n his place, he w o u l d get 
h i m , d ead o r al ive." 
5. C a m i l l e Decoeur : " I f ever I get that close, they w i l l never get away." 
" T h e y w i l l never get away, I w i l l get t h e m . " 
6. Rasie G i o v a n n i : " A n d he ta lked o f s ome th ing else, a n d after he te l l m e 
that B o b Rush f o rd see one o f the boys u p the lake o n one o f the boats, a n d 
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he d i d not want to shoot h i m but i f he h a d been i n his place, he w o u l d have 
shot . " " T h i s t ime we are g o ing to get them dead o r a l ive . " 

T h e m e n t i o n by G i o v a n n i o f Constab le Rush f o rd o f the P r o v inc i a l Po l i ce 
w o u l d p rov ide the C r o w n w i th the oppor tun i t y to a d d another witness to the 
m i x . T o ca l l Rush f o rd to the stand w o u l d put before the j u r y the context i n 
w h i c h C a m p b e l l made some o f h is i n c r i m i n a t i n g statements. Rushford ' s ev­
idence was that the inc iden t i n quest ion was the arrest o f ano ther deserter 
— a n u n a r m e d deserter. W h i l e the ev idence w o u l d only be pu t before the 
j u r y to e xp l a in the c ircumstances o f Campbe l l ' s statements o f in t en t i on , it 
w o u l d have a n unmis takab le sub-text. C a m p b e l l w o u l d appear r a b i d ra ther 
than restra ined i n his en forcement o f the law. In that cha in o f t h i n k i n g lay 
the answer to the defence's strongest po in t . Rushford ' s ev idence c o u l d 
leave the j u r y saying that the fact that G o o d w i n had a g u n hard l y mat te red , 
as C a m p b e l l i n t ended to k i l l h i m i n any event. 

W h e n Rush f o rd was ca l l ed to take the stand, the defence w o u l d have to 
be o n the i r toes. K n o w i n g that Rush f o rd bore no d i rect r e la t i onsh ip to the 
events o f J u l y 27, the defence wou ld have to be ready w i th a n object ion to his 
ev idence. A s t rong a r gumen t cou ld be m o u n t e d that Campbe l l ' s statements 
were about, a n d on ly about, what h a p p e n e d w i th the capture o f ano ther de­
serter. Those complete ly di f ferent c ircumstances o f the arrest o f ano ther 
deserter are o f n o relevance, the defence wou ld argue, to the c i rcumstances 
for w h i c h C a m p b e l l was o n tr ia l . 

I n o ther words, a l l the statements about the Rush f o rd inc iden t were 
statements about a n i r re levant inc ident that only tended to show that the ac­
cused was l ike ly to shoot first and ask questions later. Ev idence t end ing to 
show only that a n accused person is l ike ly to c o m m i t the c r ime w i th w h i c h he 
is charged has l o n g been h e l d to be inadmiss ib le . T o p e rm i t such ev idence 
w o u l d t u r n trials into lengthy character assassinations w i th l i t t le r egard to 
what h a p p e n e d o n the occas ion charged i n the ind ic tment . T r i a l s w o u l d be­
come not trials at a l l but inquis i t ions . 

O n the o ther h a n d , the Crown ' s pos i t i on wou ld be that these statements 
are h i gh l y re levant to how C a m p b e l l i n t ended to carry out his duties o n J u l y 
27. T h e statements were close i n t ime to Campbe l l ' s actual search for a n d 
k i l l i n g o f G o o d w i n . W o u l d this ev idence have been admi t t ed i n 1918? C e r ­
ta inly the conce rn for fairness to a n accused, a n d that a n accused on ly be 
conv ic ted o n the most probat ive , as opposed to pre jud ic ia l , ev idence has 
he i gh t ened since 1918. Indeed , u n d e r the law today a t r ia l j u d g e has discre­
t i on to exc lude re levant ev idence i f it is more pre jud ic ia l than probat ive . A 
j u d g e i n 1918 h a d no such d iscre t ion . T h e ev idence was admiss ib le u n d e r 
the rules o f ev idence or it was not. W h i l e the probabi l i ty that this ev idence 
w o u l d be exc luded today is h i g h , the same cannot be said for 1918. In a l l 
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probabi l i ty , the ev idence w o u l d have been r u l e d admiss ib le a n d C a m p b e l l 
w o u l d face the fu l l weight o f it o n the ju ry ' s m i n d . 

T h e defence w o u l d attack this evidence as best it c ou ld . M c N i v e n h a d 
k n o w n G o o d w i n for years a n d therefore was vu lnerab le to the suggest ion 
that his ev idence was c o l ou r ed by bias. S imi la r l y , G i o v a n n i was a m ine r . B u t 
the suggest ion o f bias w o u l d fal l conspicuously short w i th Decoeur . T h e r e is 
n o t h i n g k n o w n o f Decoeur 's b a c k g r o u n d that suggests any reason to be b i ­
ased against the accused. A n impar t i a l witness can be devastat ing to the de­
fence. A l t h o u g h cross-examinat ion w o u l d probe for a n i nd i c a t i on o f bias, 
Decoeur wou ld , f r o m what we know, emerge unscathed . 

N e x t is the med i ca l evidence. T h e C r o w n w o u l d be r equ i r ed to ca l l this 
ev idence to e x p l a i n to the j u r y how G o o d w i n d i e d f r om C a m p b e l l ' s bul le t . 
O n e e lement o f proof , as we have seen, is to establ ish that the cause o f death 
was the gunshot w o u n d to the neck. T h e med i ca l ev idence wou ld , however, 
p rov ide the defence w i th another oppor tun i t y to advance its theory o f 
self-defence. D r . H a r r i s o n M i l l a r d ' s ev idence was that there were two in ju­
ries to G o o d w i n , one to his wrist a n d one to his neck. T h e two injur ies c o u l d 
have been caused by one bul let , par t i cu lar ly g iven that the bu l l e t h a d shat­
tered. Despi te the many nuances i n this evidence, the s impl i c i t y o f the es­
sential p ropos i t i on w o u l d stick i n a j u r o r ' s m i n d . T h e bul le t hit Goodw in ' s 
wrist a n d def lected s t r i k ing his neck. T h e def lect ion occur r ed because his 
wrist was ra ised. T h e wrist w o u l d be ra ised i f it were h o l d i n g the r i f le. T h e 
wrist was between where the shot came f r om a n d where the bul le t e n d e d u p . 
T h i s series o f p ropos i t i ons puts the r i f le ra ised i n the d i r e c t i on o f where the 
shot came f r om . Mos t impor tant ly , the propos i t i ons are not based o n the 
f luidi ty o f a witness's reco l lec t ion. It is based o n the phys ica l a n d incontest­
able evidence o f the locat ion o f wounds as descr ibed by a pro fess ional a n d 
i m p a r t i a l witness. T h e impact o f such evidence i n a c r i m i n a l t r i a l cannot be 
exaggerated. It w o u l d be the evidence the j u r y w o u l d r e t u r n to aga in a n d 
aga in i n the j u r y r o o m . A r e the series o f p ropos i t i ons set out above beyond 
question? M u c h can undoubted l y be said about the angles o f shots a n d the 
nature o f def lect ions. However , the s imple fact must be that once a bul le t 
deflects, its p a t h thereafter must be beyond mathemat i ca l p rec i s i on . O n c e 
that fact is recogn ized it becomes imposs ib le to be precise as to what exactly 
the pos i t i on o f the wrist was a n d its re la t ionsh ip to the w o u n d i n the neck. O f 
greater signi f icance is that even i f Goodw in ' s wrist is ra ised it does not nec­
essarily mean that he he l d the g u n i n it at that moment . It is no t outside the 
r ea lm o f possibi l i ty that G o o d w i n was ra i s ing his wrist for any n u m b e r o f 
reasons, i n c l u d i n g to surrender . C r o w n C o u n s e l w o u l d d o the i r best i n d i ­
rect e xam ina t i on to have D r . M i l l a r d e x p l a i n the many possibi l i t ies . Never ­
theless, the defence w o u l d have created the p ic ture i n the ju ry ' s m i n d o f 
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G o o d w i n ra i s ing his g u n at C a m p b e l l . T h a t p ic ture c o u l d be the seed f r om 
w h i c h reasonable doub t c o u l d grow. 

O n l y one o ther witness stands out as a possibi l i ty for the C r o w n . It has 
been suggested that H a r o l d Banks , a s ixteen-year-o ld at the t ime, saw pow­
der burns o n the wrist o f G i n g e r G o o d w i n . D r . M i l l a r d p rov i ded evidence as 
to how there were powder marks o n Goodw in ' s neck. F o r the C r o w n , the 
powder burns t end to p lace the distance at w h i c h C a m p b e l l shot as ex­
t remely close, cer ta in ly w i t h i n ten feet a n d pe rhaps as l itt le as two feet. 
Str ict ly speak ing , that short distance may not advance the Crown ' s case par ­
t icular ly far. T h e C r o w n need only prove that C a m p b e l l k i l l e d Goodw in , 
not at what distance. However , any good C r o w n case has the tendency to en­
c i rc le the accused i n a way that forces the accused to e x p l a i n more a n d more 
pieces o f ev idence. T h e more the accused has to e x p l a i n , the more fodder 
there is for C r o w n cross-examinat ion . By ca l l i ng Banks , the C r o w n c o u l d be 
p l a n t i n g seeds themselves that they w o u l d hope to reap later i n the tr ia l . 

T H E D E F E N C E C A S E 

Af ter ca l l i ng the i r last witness, the C r o w n w o u l d announce to the judge a n d 
ju ry , " T h a t is the case for the C r o w n . " A l l eyes w o u l d then tu rn to defence 
counse l . 

A s the b u r d e n o f p r o o f is o n the C r o w n i n any c r i m i n a l t r ia l , the defence 
is not ob l i g ed to ca l l ev idence. Indeed, the defence is u n d e r no duty to dis­
close what ev idence they have uncovered o r w h i c h o f i t they in t end to cal l at 
the t r ia l . T h e m o m e n t the C r o w n closes its case is therefore c loaked w i th an­
t i c ipa t ion . 

Ce r ta in l y C r o w n w o u l d expect that C a m p b e l l w o u l d have evidence that 
he c o u l d ca l l i f he w i shed . A t the conc lus ion o f the p r e l i m i n a r y hear ing , it 
was r epor t ed that "severa l witnesses w i l l be p r o d u c e d to show C a m p b e l l 
shot i n self-defence." S u c h a statement may be a n exaggerat ion but a p r u ­
dent C r o w n counse l w o u l d not assume that to be the case. 

Ye t it w o u l d not be the possibi l i ty o f " severa l " witnesses that w o u l d i n ­
tr igue C r o w n — a n d the packed cou r t r oom — but rather , one witness. 
W o u l d D a n C a m p b e l l take the stand in his own defence? Was the evidence 
b r ough t out e n o u g h to make C a m p b e l l t h ink that he had to testify? 

U n d e r ou r law, then as now, there is no ob l i ga t i on o n a n accused to tes­
tify. T h e accused is p r e s u m e d to be innocent . T h e r e is no legal reason re­
q u i r i n g a n accused to testify. T h e r e is on ly the tactical cons iderat ion as to 
whether to testify. A n y defence counse l agonizes at great l eng th about 
whether the j u r y needs to hear f r om the accused. Theo r i e s o n the accused 
testi fying a b o u n d . S o m e lawyers say that the j u r y must hear f r om the ac-
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cused o r they w i l l not be satisfied that they ought to acquit. I f the accused 
does not testify, so goes the logic, i t imp l i es to the j u r y that it is because he is 
gui l ty. O the r s say that the accused need not testify a n d that the j u r y w i l l u n ­
ders tand that the C r o w n onus o f p r o o f b eyond a reasonable doubt is jus t 
that: the C r o w n must prove it a n d the accused n e e d prove no th ing . I f the 
C r o w n has not p roven its case, then why w o u l d the accused bother testify­
ing? W h i c h e v e r po in t o f view is the better one, a l l lawyers can agree that i t 
wou ld be a mistake to decide wi thout r egard to the ev idence i n the specif ic 
case. 

T h e dec i s i on o n C a m p b e l l testifying i n 1918 m i g h t have been di f ferent 
than the dec i s i on that wou ld be made today. It is c o m m o n today for the t r ia l 
j u d g e to emphas i ze to the j u r y that the onus o n the C r o w n to prove the ac­
cused's gu i l t beyond a reasonable doubt is an onus that never shifts. It a l ­
ways r ema ins for the C r o w n to have p r o v en its case o n a l l the evidence. 
Speci f ical ly , u n d e r the law today, it is the C r o w n w h o must rebut b e y o n d a 
reasonable doubt any defence such as self-defence. In 1918, the law was 
sl ightly, but s igni f icantly, dif ferent. T h e n , it was for the defence to put for­
wa rd ev idence that satisfied the court as to self-defence. O n e l ea rned au thor 
c o m m e n t e d as follows o n the evident iary b u r d e n w i th respect to self-de­
fence, a b u r d e n that was appl icable at the t ime o f the G o o d w i n " t r i a l " : 

And it should be observed as a general rule that all homicide is presumed to be mali­
cious, and of course amounting to murder, until the contrary appears from circum­
stances of alleviation, excuse or justification: and that it is incumbent upon the prisoner 
to make out such circumstances to the satisfaction of the court and jury unless they arise out 
of the evidence produced against h i m . " 2 (Emphasis added). 

Indeed , short ly after the G o o d w i n case, the S u p r e m e C o u r t o f C a n a d a 
ru l ed o n the onus o f p r o o f i n cases o f self-defence i n the fo l l owing words: 

Where a prima facie case of murder is established by proof to the satisfaction of the 
jury of facts which without explanation constitute a case of culpable homicide within 
section 259 of the Criminal Code, the jury cannot properly acquit the prisoner on 
some imaginary state of facts the existence of which has no warrant to the evidence, 
and unless such warrant appears from the evidence adduced by the Crown or from 
the circumstances admitted, then it is for the prisoner to adduce evidence affording a foun­
dation for his plea of self defence. " 3 (Emphasis added). 

W i t h that law i n m i n d , defence counse l for C a m p b e l l w o u l d th ink l o n g 
a n d h a r d about whether this evidence r equ i r ed his c l i ent to testify. I f he had 

2 

Henr i Elzear Taschereau, Annotation to the Criminal Code of Canada, 1893 (re-issued 
1980), 159. 

3Picariel lo et al v. The K ing 39 C.C.C. 229 (S.C.C.). 
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on ly go t ten the ev idence admi t t ed t h r o u g h Devi t t about C a m p b e l l hav ing 
to k i l l G o o d w i n i n o rde r to save his own life, then he w o u l d not be i n this d i ­
l e m m a . "I have h a d to do it to save my l i fe , " w o u l d be jus t the "ev idence ad ­
d u c e d by the C r o w n o r f r om the c ircumstances a d m i t t e d " that c o u l d have 
kept C a m p b e l l of f the s tand and yet pu t the defence squarely before the 
j u r y . What ' s more , ca l l i ng C a m p b e l l to the stand w o u l d not give counse l 
free r e i n to exp lo i t Campbe l l ' s pos i t i on as a peace officer. Defence counse l 
c o u l d no t ask quest ions des igned to show C a m p b e l l as un l ike l y to break the 
law g i ven his history as a peace officer. T o ask those questions w o u l d make 
C a m p b e l l ' s character a n o p e n issue, one w h i c h the C r o w n cou ld exp lo i t 
g i ven C a m p b e l l ' s "d i sgrace . " 

I n favour o f c a l l i ng C a m p b e l l to the stand was the fact that the details o f 
what he w o u l d say were not k n o w n to the C r o w n . T h e C r o w n w o u l d not be 
f o r ea rmed w i th the knowledge o f Campbe l l ' s ve rs ion o f events. Typ ica l l y , 
the C r o w n is so f o rearmed . I n an invest igat ion o f any signi f icance a state­
m e n t f r o m a n accused is requested. W h i l e the accused may refuse to p rov ide 
that statement, frequently, a n d w i th a l itt le encouragement f r o m the po l ice , 
the accused w i l l give the i r vers ion. T h i s statement can, i f the j u d g e permi ts , 
t h en be used i n cross-examinat ion o f the accused. I f the accused testifies ex­
actly as he has sa id i n his statement, then C r o w n w i l l be ready to exp lo i t any 
improbab i l i t i e s i n that vers ion . I f the accused strays f r om the pre - t r ia l state­
ment , then the con t rad i c t i on w i l l be exposed a n d the inabi l i ty o f the ac­
cused to keep his story straight emphas i z ed . 

I n l i gh t o f the t remendous value to the C r o w n o f a pre - t r ia l statement o f 
the accused, it is su rp r i s ing there is no such statement f r om C a m p b e l l . A 
t h o r o u g h invest igat ion r equ i r ed that such a statement be sought a n d yet 
there is none . T h i s is yet another unsatisfactory p iece o f the puzz le o f what 
h a p p e n e d o n 27 J u l y 1918. 

F o r C a m p b e l l ' s defence, however, the absence o f such a statement w o u l d 
count i n favour o f h i m testifying. U l t imate ly , the final dec is ion w o u l d be 
C a m p b e l l ' s to make . Cer ta in ly , C a m p b e l l had expressed his in t en t i on at 
the conc lus i on o f the p r e l im ina ry hea r ing when he was asked i f he h a d any­
t h i n g to say: " A t the H i g h e r Cour t , yes." In add i t i on , his lawyer w o u l d l ike ly 
be adv i s ing h i m that he ought to do so. A f ter a l l , there wou ld be no one to 
d i rect ly cont rad ic t h i m o n what h a p p e n e d between h imse l f a n d G o o d w i n . 
A n d w i thout h i m testifying to those few moments i n the bush, there w o u l d 
be l i t t le that w o u l d satisfy the bu rden imposed by the law to show that it was 
self-defence. 

D o we have any sense o f what C a m p b e l l w o u l d say i f ca l led to testify? T h e 
s u r p r i s i n g answer to that quest ion is "yes." Rare ly is the essential narrat ive 
o f what o ccur r ed f r om the accused person's perspect ive known publ ic ly . A t 
best, it is o f ten some th ing that the C r o w n o r the po l i ce suspect. However , 
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w i t h the notoriety o f this case, Campbe l l ' s ev idence was a lready a matter to 
be r ead i n the l oca l newspapers. T h e V i c t o r i a Daily Colonist o n 31 J u l y 1918, 
r epo r t ed Constable Rush f o rd quo t ing C a m p b e l l as hav ing sa id to G o o d w i n , 
"S t i ck u p your hands a n d come forward . " T h e V i c t o r i a Daily Colonist o n 9 
Augus t 1918, descr ibed Campbe l l ' s vers ion o f events (as i f C a m p b e l l h a d 
been spoken to direct ly) as, " G o o d w i n h e l d u p his hands a n d advanced to­
wards C a m p b e l l then suddenly c lu tched his ri f le and ra ised it to his s h o u l ­
der . C a m p b e l l shot First." T h i s vers ion was also re ferred to i n the C o m o x 
Argus o n 1 Augus t 1918. 

T h i s is the story that C a m p b e l l w o u l d tel l and , l ikely, he w o u l d te l l it we l l . 
H a v i n g exper ience as a peace officer, he w o u l d also have exper i ence i n giv­
i n g evidence. Indeed , to a l im i t ed extent he h a d been a pro fess iona l wit­
ness. T h i s is not a pejorative comment , it is a fact. Peace officers, as par t o f 
the i r j obs , regular ly testify. T h e y are fami l iar w i th testifying effectively a n d 
c lear ly . Wh i l e accused are often uneduca ted , inart iculate , a n d fearful o f the 
strange env i ronment o f a c ou r t r oom, a peace officer such as C a m p b e l l 
w o u l d have none o f these hand icaps . It can reasonably be expec ted that he 
w o u l d fare we l l i n e xamina t i on i n chief. Cross -examinat i on , however, is a 
comple te ly di f ferent matter. 

C R O S S - E X A M I N A T I O N 

Cross - examina t i on o f an accused requires careful p l a n n i n g . T h e prose­
cu t i on w o u l d analyze each m o m e n t o f Campbe l l ' s account o f h is act ions. 
D i d his account make sense? D i d it r i n g true? O r were there improbab i l i t i e s 
that made the whole story col lapse? 

T h e r e w o u l d be several areas o f c ross-examinat ion for the C r o w n . C a m p ­
be l l states that G o o d w i n he ld u p his hands but advanced w i th the ri f le i n his 
h a n d . C a m p b e l l , o f course, w o u l d be t e l l ing the vers ion this way i n o r d e r to 
emphas i ze that he h a d ca l l ed o n G o o d w i n to surrender a n d raise his hands . 
(It is interest ing to note that whi le Devit t h ea rd C a m p b e l l ye l l , " c o m e " i m ­
mediate ly after the shot, he d i d not hear C a m p b e l l ye l l any c o m m a n d to 
G o o d w i n before the shot). However , there is an inherent improbab i l i t y i n 
this vers ion . T h e first t h i n g any peace officer w o u l d do w o u l d be to d i s a r m 
the i nd i v i dua l . " D r o p the g u n " m i g h t be the first th ing said even before 
" Raise your hands . " T h e improbab i l i t y o f not ensur ing his own safety w o u l d 
catch C a m p b e l l . C r o w n wou ld ask, " Y o u a l lowed an a r m e d m a n to advance 
o n y o u ? " T h i s is a quest ion to wh i ch the accused is not l ike ly to have a very 
g o o d answer. T h e second implaus ib i l i t y is how G o o d w i n qu ick ly m o v e d his 
ra i sed a r m a n d g u n into the pos i t i on before he was shot. C a m p b e l l was a 
crack shot. T h e second G o o d w i n made any movement at a l l , C a m p b e l l is 
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l i ke l y to have fired a n d k i l l e d G o o d w i n . H e cou ld not have got ten his r i f le 
in to firing pos i t i on i f C a m p b e l l ' s vers ion were true. N o w the defence has 
t u r n e d the p rosecut i on ev idence o f the injuries to G o o d w i n w h i c h show the 
possib i l i ty o f a ra ised r i f le in to a cont rad ic t i on w i th Campbe l l ' s own vers ion. 
W h e r e once the injur ies were o f the greatest assistance to the defence, 
C a m p b e l l has now t o l d a n improbab l e story to try to solidify the ra ised gun . 

T h i s w o u l d not be the e n d o f issues o n wh i ch C a m p b e l l w o u l d be 
c ross -examined . I f C a m p b e l l suggested that he a n d G o o d w i n came u p o n 
each o ther a n d it was a surpr ise to bo th o f them, then the t e r ra in may te l l 
against C a m p b e l l . H o w , c o m i n g t h r o u g h this bush , c ou ld two peop l e not 
hear each other? T h e t e r ra in was r o u g h enough that the suggest ion o f two 
peop l e s imul taneously s u r p r i s i n g each o ther is improbab l e . H e r e , the d is­
tance at w h i c h G o o d w i n was shot becomes key. I f there were, i n fact, powder 
marks , then these ind i v idua l s were too close at the t ime o f the shoo t ing for 
the surpr ise to have been re levant to any th ing . C a m p b e l l was far beyond 
surpr ise i f G o o d w i n was on ly two feet away f r om h i m . 

B u t the C r o w n w o u l d save its most impor tan t a n d best p o i n t for last. 
C a m p b e l l w o u l d be forced to contrad ic t o r e xp l a in away the ev idence o f six 
witnesses who h a d b r a n d e d h i m w i th a " d e a d or alive po l i cy . " T h o s e six wit­
nesses w o u l d have made C a m p b e l l squ i rm i n his seat as he l i s tened to the 
ev idence i n the C r o w n case. N o w the C r o w n w o u l d make h i m s q u i r m anew. 
T o i m a g i n e how C a m p b e l l ' s c o n t r a d i c t i o n o f s ix o t h e r wi tnesses c o u l d 
be devastat ing to h i m o n the s tand, cons ider the fo l lowing possible 
c ross -examinat ion : 

Q U E S T I O N : A r e y ou a pa t r io t i c man? 
A N S W E R : Yes. 

Q U E S T I O N : Y o u d is l ike deserters? 
A N S W E R : I on ly care about ind i v idua ls who break the law. 
Q U E S T I O N : Y o u h a r b o u r no mal i ce whatsoever to deserters? 
A N S W E R : N o . 

Q U E S T I O N : Y o u rece ived orders f r o m Devit t w i th respect to the arrest o f 
G o o d w i n , correct? 
A N S W E R : Yes. 

Q U E S T I O N : Y o u were g iven a desc r ip t i on so that y ou w o u l d recognize the 
m a n that you were to arrest? 
A N S W E R : Yes. 

Q U E S T I O N : Y o u were t o ld o f vacc inat ion marks a n d the l ike? 
A N S W E R : Yes. 

Q U E S T I O N : It was your duty to fol low those orders? 
A N S W E R : Yes. 

Q U E S T I O N : Y o u h a d every in t en t i on to fol low those orders? 
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A N S W E R : Yes. 

Q U E S T I O N : Y o u never h a d any in ten t i on at any t ime to shoot G o o d w i n 
first? 
A N S W E R : N o . 

Q U E S T I O N : Because y ou ha rbour no mal ice towards deserters? 
A N S W E R : Tha t ' s r ight . 
Q U E S T I O N : It was not your in ten t i on to shoot h i m a n d then c l a i m 
self-defence? 
A N S W E R : N o . 

Q U E S T I O N : M r . M c N i v e n testif ied here. D o y ou reca l l h is ev idence? 
A N S W E R : Yes. 

Q U E S T I O N : H e tells us that y ou said, "We are here to get these m e n , dead 
o r a l ive . " D i d y ou say that? 
(Here Campbell has a choice to make. The answer is either yes or no. The prosecu­
tion doesn't care which answer he gives because either answer is a bad answer for 
him. If he says yes, he confirms the Crown theory. However, most likely Campbell 
will deny that he said such a thing). 
A N S W E R : N o . 

Q U E S T I O N : Neve r said it? 
A N S W E R : N o . 

Q U E S T I O N : D i d y ou ever speak i n the presence o f M c N i v e n about y o u r 
duties? 
A N S W E R : I may have. 
Q U E S T I O N : A b o u t your search for Goodw in? 
A N S W E R : I don ' t believe so. 
Q U E S T I O N : B u t you st i l l deny saying, "We are here to get these m e n , dead 
o r al ive"? 
A N S W E R : I do . 

Q U E S T I O N : O r that y o u sa id i n the presence o f M r . I o r i s , " I f h e h a d been 
i n h is place, he w o u l d get h i m for sure. " 
A N S W E R : I deny that. 
Q U E S T I O N : Y o u never said it? 
A N S W E R : I never said it. 
Q U E S T I O N : N o r d i d you say, i n the presence o f M r . Cava l l e ro , "We are go­
i n g to get h i m dead o r al ive"? 
A N S W E R : I never said it. 
Q U E S T I O N : T h a t sounds very m u c h l ike M r . M c N i v e n ' s r eco l l e c t i on , 
doesn ' t it? 
A N S W E R : T h e y said the same th ing o n the stand. 
Q U E S T I O N : So not only d i d these two ind i v idua ls reca l l inaccurate ly what 
y o u said, they d o so w i th nearly the same words? 
A N S W E R : It appears so. 
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O n e can see how it can be devastat ing to a n accused to have s igni f icant 
cont rad ic t i ons between his evidence a n d that ev idence o f impar t i a l wit­
nesses for the C r o w n . W h i l e a t r ia l is never a cred ib i l i ty contest, the stark 
con t rad i c t i on between the Crown 's evidence a n d that o f the defence w o u l d 
l ead the j u r y to start m a k i n g choices o n cred ib i l i ty . 

C a m p b e l l w o u l d not leave the witness stand unscathed. B u t that was his 
d i l e m m a f r o m the very beg inn ing . I n a case o f self-defence, the law at that 
t ime w o u l d expect h i m to pu t forward evidence o f that defence. Yet , w h e n 
he takes the s tand, he faces a t ightrope wa lk that c o u l d not be more p recar i ­
ous. A s l ip , a misstatement, a furtive g lance, a n d the j u r y may t u r n against 
h i m . A l l the possible doubts that exist i n the Crown ' s case can easily be for­
got ten w h e n a n accused per forms poor ly o n the stand. 

W o u l d there be anyone else to assist Campbe l l ? A f ter a l l , the papers h a d 
sa id at the conc lus i on o f the p re l im inary hear ing , presumably based o n i n ­
f o rma t i on f r om the defence, that there w o u l d be o ther defence witnesses to 
establ ish the c l a i m o f self-defence. W h o c o u l d they be, g iven that it was 
C a m p b e l l a n d G o o d w i n a lone i n the bush? T h e r e are no other witnesses 
that d i rect ly assist the c l a im o f self-defence. Perhaps Campbe l l ' s defence 
w o u l d l ook fur ther a f ie ld to prov ide suppor t for his c l a imed self-defence. 
H e r e , we are forced to speculate. O n e possibi l i ty is that "Scabby" A n d e r s o n 
w o u l d contrad ic t Cava l l e ro ' s evidence. A n d e r s o n m igh t say that he was 
r i gh t there w h e n C a m p b e l l and Cava l l e ro spoke a n d hea rd no such threat. 
A con t rad i c t i on o f the six witnesses w o u l d be what the defence desperately 
needed . T h e r e is the suggestion that G o o d w i n h a d wr i t t en te legrams ex­
press ing how desperate he was not to fight i n the war. C a m p b e l l , however, 
faces a d ramat i c r isk i f he suggests that G o o d w i n was desperate e n o u g h to 
k i l l r a ther than to be sent of f to war. T o b r i n g out Goodwin ' s character 
w o u l d raise the r isk that Campbe l l ' s character w o u l d also be pu t i n issue. 
T h e law suggests that i f the deceased's character to act v io lent ly is put i n evi­
dence, then fairness can requi re the accused's character to also become the 
subject o f ev idence. T o do that c o u l d be devastat ing to C a m p b e l l . F o r the 
j u r y to l ea rn that C a m p b e l l ' s d ismissal as a peace officer had occur red 
w o u l d pa in t h i m i n a negat ive l ight that w o u l d shine o n the rest o f his evi­
dence. 

I n short , aside f r om these speculat ions, it is un l i ke l y that there was o ther 
ev idence for the defence lawyer to ca l l i n this case. T h e case c o u l d stand, or 
fa l l , o n what C a m p b e l l h a d to say i n his own defence. 
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T H E S U B T L E S E A R C H F O R T R U T H 

A f te r the c a l l i n g o f a l l the evidence a n d its test ing i n a c o u r t r o o m u n d e r the 
rules o f ev idence, what can be said about the state o f the ev idence at its c on ­
c lus ion? 

Eva lua t ing ev idence cannot be done i n a v a c u u m . T h e context o f how ev­
idence w o u l d be presented a n d what ev idence wou ld , a n d w o u l d not, be 
h e a r d must always be borne i n m i n d . 

It is often sa id that a t r ia l is a so l emn inqu i ry into the t ru th . However , a 
t r ia l can never d iscover the t ru th to per fec t ion. It is dependent o n the qua l ­
ity o f the ev idence presented. A n y o n e aware o f notor ious recent c r i m i n a l 
trials w i l l know that a seemingly s tra ight forward case can be s idet racked by 
a s loppy invest igat ion, unre l iab le witnesses, a n d shaky theories. T h e C a m p ­
be l l case w o u l d be no dif ferent. T h e r e is no e n d to the subtleties that m i g h t 
have a n effect o n the j u r y l i s ten ing to the ev idence i n this case. A n y m o m e n t 
i n even a very l o n g t r ia l can be a de f i n ing momen t . 

W i t h this i n m i n d what is the answer to the u l t imate quest ion? H o w per ­
suasive is the ev idence i n this case? W h e n a l l is sa id a n d done, the C rown ' s 
case suffered s imp l e yet fundamenta l weaknesses. G o o d w i n d i d have a gun . 
H e was a fugit ive. H e was l iable to lawful arrest. A l l o f these facts by them­
selves are s igni f icant enough to create a ho le i n the C rown ' s case that cannot 
be ove r l ooked . It must be r emembered that wh i l e the inquest verd ic t was 
neutra l , it s t i l l stated w i th respect to its factual basis, " . . . T h e said A l b e r t 
G o o d w i n ev ident ly met his death by a bu l l e t f r o m a r i f le i n the hands o f 
Constab le C a m p b e l l who was trying to effect the arrest o f the deceased, A lbe r t 
G o o d w i n ... " (Emphas is added) . 

Mos t i m p o r t a n t is the phys ica l ev idence as w o u l d have been descr ibed by 
D r . M i l l a r d . T h a t ev idence was complete ly consistent w i th G o o d w i n hav ing 
the ri f le ra ised . W h i l e the ra ised ri f le was riot the only possibi l i ty , it was a pos­
sibi l i ty. A n d a possib i l i ty is a l l the reasonable doubt that D a n C a m p b e l l ever 
needed . W o u l d that be the reasonable doub t that w o u l d see D a n C a m p b e l l 
wa lk out o f the V i c t o r i a Cour thouse a n d sme l l the fresh a i r o f l iberty? 

T h e purpose o f rev iewing how a t r i a l m i gh t u n f o l d is to show how subtle 
a n d elusive a conc lus i on o f gui l t can be. T h e s imp l e flaws i n the C r o w n case 
always r e m a i n a n d the suspic ion s u r r o u n d i n g C a m p b e l l persists. However , 
as one ju r i s t has pu t it: " Y o u must not convict a m a n o n one susp ic ion . Y o u 
must not convict h i m o n a thousand suspic ions; y ou must not a d d a thou ­
sand suspic ious c ircumstances together a n d say ' that is proof . ' N o , you must 
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f i n d somewhere a so l id anchorage u p o n w h i c h y o u can say ... ' I 'm secure o f 
this bas i s ' . " 4 

T h i s o p i n i o n does not m e a n that a j u r y w o u l d necessarily see it the same 
way. Pe rhaps it w o u l d be the j u r y closings i n the case o f Rex v. Daniel Camp­
bell that w o u l d t u r n the t ide e i ther i n favour o f the C r o w n or i n favour o f the 
defence. C l o s i n g addresses can be very determinat ive . T h e d raw ing to­
ge ther o f the var ious strands o f ev idence i n a l og i ca l , coherent j u r y address 
c an m a k e the c lo th o f a favourable verdict . J u d g e for yourselves o n the basis 
o f these l ike ly c l os ing submissions to the j u r y . As the defence ca l l ed evi­
dence , the Criminal Code r equ i r ed that they give the i r c los ing address to the 
j u r y first. T h e y w o u l d have to do so w i thout hav ing heard the C r o w n c los ing 
address. N o r w o u l d the defence have a n oppo r tun i t y to reply. T h e law does 
not p e r m i t the defence to rep ly to a C r o w n c los ing address no matter how 
m u c h the defence may be taken by surpr ise . T h e j udge w o u l d t u r n to de­
fence counse l a n d ask h i m i f he was p r e p a r e d to address the gen t l emen o f 
the j u r y . 

D E F E N C E C L O S I N G 

T h e defence lawyer w o u l d stand before the ju r y , know ing this was the last 
the j u r o r s w o u l d hear o f the defence case. 

" T h a n k you M y L o r d a n d gent l emen o f the j u r y . It is now my duty o n this 
most serious o f charges to address y ou o n beha l f o f M r . C a m p b e l l . 

" Y o u must first unders tand , gent l emen, that y ou are s i t t ing i n j u d g m e n t 
o f a m a n who h e l d the most di f f icult o f roles. We place the responsib i l i ty o n 
some to enforce o u r laws. T o do so is a di f f icult a n d dangerous j ob . It is be­
y o n d what dangers you a n d I face in ou r everyday lives. 

" W h a t h a p p e n e d i n that b r i e f m o m e n t i n the deep bush h u n t i n g for the 
fugit ive a n d lawbreaker , A lbe r t Goodw in? A m o m e n t o f danger that ca l l ed 
for qu i ck ac t ion o r it w o u l d be M r . C a m p b e l l who w o u l d be dead today. 

" H o w do we know this to be the case? Le t us l ook at the evidence that y ou 
have hea rd . 

" T h e Crown ' s case against M r . C a m p b e l l is a c i rcumstant ia l one. H i s 
L o r d s h i p w i l l d irect you as to the frailt ies o f c i rcumstant ia l evidence. D i rec t 
ev idence does no t suffer f r om a l l those frai lt ies. T h e only d irect evidence 
y ou have as to what h a p p e n e d i n this case comes not f r om the C r o w n at a l l , 
but ra ther f r o m the defence. 

4 F r o m Lord Darling and His Famous Trials, quoted in Regina v. Manegre (1982) A.J . 
No. 327 (Alta. C.A.). 
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" M r . C a m p b e l l t o ld y ou that i n en fo rc ing the laws o f this l a n d , he was 
l o o k i n g for the fugitive, M r . G o o d w i n , amongst others. Ve ry m u c h o n the 
sudden , he came face to face w i t h M r . G o o d w i n . 

" N o w what w o u l d M r . Goodw in ' s react ion be to seeing M r . C a m p b e l l ? 
H e must have k n o w n M r . C a m p b e l l was a peace officer. H e w o u l d know this 
because, first, he knew h imse l f that he was a fugitive. Second , he must have 
been aware that law en forcement peop le were l o o k i n g for fugitives such as 
h imsel f . T h i r d , w h e n he saw M r . C a m p b e l l w i th a ri f le, he must have k n o w n 
that M r . C a m p b e l l was jus t such a law enforcement officer. W h o else w o u l d 
be search ing the bush? If that was no t enough , M r . Campbe l l ' s badge was 
clearly v is ible. 

" N o w what w o u l d a peaceful pe r son do i n those c ircumstances? T h e y 
w o u l d put the i r hands u p a n d immed ia t e l y surrender . T h i s , obviously , is 
no t what M r . G o o d w i n d i d . M r . C a m p b e l l t o ld us that M r . G o o d w i n ra i sed 
his g u n as i f to fire. A t the m o m e n t M r . G o o d w i n d i d that, a l l o f Devitt 's i n ­
struct ions about arrest ing a n d b r i n g i n g back pr isoners went out the w i n ­
dow. B r i n g i n g M r . G o o d w i n back alive was no longer a n o p t i o n once M r . 
C a m p b e l l was l o o k i n g down the ba r r e l o f Goodwin ' s l oaded g u n . It was at 
that instant, that instant that stands between life a n d death, that M r . C a m p ­
be l l de f ended h imse l f and , therefore, c ommi t t ed no c r ime at a l l . 

" H o w do y ou know, gent l emen, that M r . C a m p b e l l is t e l l ing y o u the t r u t h 
w h e n he says this is what happened? L o o k at the scene testi f ied to by the 
C r o w n witnesses. M r . G o o d w i n h a d a gun . N o t only that, but l o ok at his i n ­
ju r i e s . T h e y te l l you that his g u n was ra ised jus t as M r . C a m p b e l l ind i ca t ed . 
A n d i f y ou needed things b r ough t home to you w i th even m o r e certainty, 
t h en cons ider that M r . Goodw in ' s finger was so f i rmly l o cked o n the t r igger 
o f his g u n to shoot M r . C a m p b e l l , that his finger r e m a i n e d there u n t i l his 
body was discovered. 

" A l l these pieces o f evidence f r o m the scene tel l y ou that M r . C a m p b e l l is 
b e ing t ruthfu l . M r . G o o d w i n hav ing a g u n is the t ruth , M r . G o o d w i n r a i s ing 
his g u n is the t ru th , M r . G o o d w i n hav ing his finger o n the t r igger is the 
t ru th and , therefore, what M r . C a m p b e l l tells you is also the t ru th . 

" N o w , I do not have the benef i t o f k n o w i n g what the C r o w n is g o i n g to 
say to y ou about M r . Campbe l l ' s ev idence. U n d e r ou r law, the defence must 
go first i n the ir c los ing address w h e n they ca l l evidence. M r . C a m p b e l l has 
testi f ied, a n d so I do not have the oppo r tun i t y to hear what the C r o w n has to 
say about his ev idence. B u t whatever the C r o w n says about M r . C a m p b e l l ' s 
ev idence, match it against how he appea r ed o n the stand. D i d he not appea r 
to you as someone who answered a l l the quest ions for thr ight ly a n d direct ly? 
D i d he not appear as someone who was able to r e m a i n c a l m i n g i v i ng his ev i­
dence, comfortable that he h a d the t ru th o n his side? Despi te the C rown ' s 
best efforts to shake M r . C a m p b e l l , they d i d not do so. H i s d e m e a n o u r o n 
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the s tand w i l l te l l each o f y ou gent l emen, as gent l emen o f the w o r l d , that he 
was t ruth fu l i n what he h a d to say. 

" N o w the C r o w n w i l l p robab ly spend a good dea l o f t ime w i th y o u o n the 
ev idence o f the six peop l e who say they spoke w i th M r . C a m p b e l l before the 
day i n quest ion. B u t who are these people? M i n e r s and , no doubt , f r i ends o f 
m ine rs . I say to y ou , i n n o unce r ta in terms, that these ind i v idua l s ' loyalty is 
first a n d foremost to ano ther m i n e r a n d not to the t ruth . T h a t loyalty came 
t h r o u g h i n c ross-examinat ion w h e n they stuck to the ir stories a n d w o u l d 
not be moved a n i n c h . N o t h i n g c o u l d move them. T h e i r loyalty was u n -
shakeable . Bu t i f the i r ev idence were the t ruth , ask yourse l f this one ques­
t i on : W o u l d a m a n who h a d any in t en t i on to k i l l another m a n go out a n d 
announce it to a l l who w o u l d l isten? It makes no sense that a n inte l l i gent 
m a n such as M r . C a m p b e l l w o u l d say someth ing so obviously foo l i sh . H e r e , 
y o u r commonsense w i l l l ead you to the obvious conc lus ion , gen t l emen . 
These f r iends o f the deceased came here for one purpose only a n d that was 
to he lp the deceased. 

" B u t that is not the on ly improbab i l i t y i n what the C r o w n w i l l try to c on ­
v ince y ou o f today, gen t l emen . T h e largest improbab i l i t y that l ooms over 
this who le case is as fol lows: Wha t possible mot ive w o u l d M r . C a m p b e l l have 
for t u r n i n g in to the b loodth i rs ty cad that the C r o w n portrays? W h a t o n 
ea r th w o u l d cause h i m not to enforce the laws but to break them? T h e r e is 
n o t h i n g here i n any o f the ev idence that gives one iota o f a mot ive to M r . 
C a m p b e l l . T h a t absence o f mot ive is a cr i t i ca l f a i l ing i n the Crown ' s case. It 
shows that the ir who le case makes no sense at a l l . 

" I n conc lus ion , gen t l emen , y ou have a l l the C r o w n evidence t e l l ing y o u 
that M r . G o o d w i n , the fugit ive, h e l d u p a l oaded g u n at a peace officer, M r . 
C a m p b e l l . Y o u have the defence evidence that M r . C a m p b e l l fired i n 
self-defence l ike ly i n the spl i t second before M r . G o o d w i n h a d a chance to 
fire h is shot. O n l y because o f M r . Campbe l l ' s qu ick instincts are we able to 
even hear f r om h i m what h a p p e n e d o n that day. Wha t he tells us c learly a n d 
un f l i nch ing l y is that he acted i n self-defence. H e is not guilty o f any c r ime 
whatsoever. T h a n k y o u . " 

C R O W N C L O S I N G 

C r o w n w o u l d then rise w i th a l l the seriousness a n d author i ty o f his pos i t i on . 
Nowadays , the utmost fairness is r e qu i r ed by C r o w n Counse l as a result o f its 
author i ty as the state's representat ive. Today , a gratuitous s lur or statement 
o f p e r sona l o p i n i o n can cause a mis t r i a l . B u t i n 1918, the case law h a d not 
become so str ingent. T h e r e was r o o m for C r o w n to be aggressive i n c los ing . 
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" G e n t l e m e n o f the j u r y , there is no quest ion that this m a n , the accused, 
shot a n d k i l l e d A lbe r t G o o d w i n by f i r ing his rif le at M r . G o o d w i n at very 
close quarters. W h a t was his just i f i cat ion for t ak ing ano ther man ' s life? T h a t 
is the issue for you . 

" T h e defence says that the only d irect ev idence o n this p o i n t is the evi­
dence o f the accused. T h a t is true, but it is only true because the only o ther 
pe rson who was present at the t ime is dead — a bul le t hav ing shattered his 
sp ine a n d k i l l e d h i m instantly. C i r cums tan t i a l ev idence can be power fu l 
too. It can enve lop a n accused so that his gui l t is obvious. T h a t is what o u r 
c i rcumstant ia l case does here today, gent l emen. It proves b e y o n d a reason­
able doubt that this accused commi t t ed mans laughter . 

" H e r e is how it does so. Y o u see, you do not just l ook at what h a p p e n e d i n 
the bush at that spl i t second. Y o u look at the context i n w h i c h M r . C a m p b e l l 
acted. Wha t was he t h i n k i n g i n J u l y 1918? Wha t was he say ing he was g o ing 
to do? Answer that quest ion, a n d it w i l l tel l y ou a great dea l about how he be­
haved when he, w h e n no one else was l o ok ing , shot a n d k i l l e d A lbe r t 
G o o d w i n . F i rs t a n d foremost, we have the ev idence o f M r . Devi t t who to ld 
us that this search party was to arrest these ind iv idua ls . Descr ip t i ons o f what 
they l o oked l ike were g iven i n great deta i l i n o rd e r that the search party, 
C a m p b e l l i n c luded , w o u l d know who to arrest. T h e n we have the six wit­
nesses who spoke to M r . C a m p b e l l i n advance o f his g o i n g into the bush a n d 
shoo t ing M r . G o o d w i n . M r . C a m p b e l l descr ibed how he w o u l d behave i f he 
con f ronted a fugit ive. H e h a d his own persona l po l icy . It was a d e a d o r al ive 
po l icy . 

" N o w the defence theory is that a l l these six peop l e are i n cahoots a n d 
that they are l y ing . Y o u saw them o n the stand. D i d each a n d every one o f 
t h em look as if, w h e n they p i c k e d u p that B ib l e i n the i r hands , they were 
about to tel l a l ie about what the accused said? N o t only that, but that they 
i n t ended to te l l exact ly the same l ie? H o w o n ear th c o u l d they have con ­
structed the same lie? Does it not make m u c h m o r e sense that they gave the 
same evidence because M r . C a m p b e l l sa id the same th ing , a n d he said the 
same t h i n g because he h a d one pol icy a n d one pol icy on ly : d ead o r al ive. 

" M a t c h what he obviously said to these six peop le against what he was 
t o ld about l o o k i n g for M r . G o o d w i n . H e was to ld what M r . G o o d w i n l o o k e d 
l ike . H e was t o ld about c ap tu r ing M r . G o o d w i n . H e was not t o l d about k i l l ­
i n g M r . G o o d w i n . T h a t is because, contrary to what he was t o ld to do by 
Devitt , M r . C a m p b e l l was go ing to take M r . G o o d w i n d ead o r al ive. 

" N o w we come to what actually h a p p e n e d i n that bush . R e m e m b e r that 
Devit t was i n a pos i t i on to hear M r . C a m p b e l l ye l l for h i m to come to where 
M r . C a m p b e l l was. B u t d i d Devit t hear any words o f su r r ende r i n advance? 
D i d he hear M r . C a m p b e l l shout ing , " D r o p your gun , G o o d w i n " ? N o t a 
w o r d o f it. A l l that is h ea rd is the shot and then M r . Campbe l l ' s shou t ing for 
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h i m to come. W h e n they do arr ive three to five minutes later, M r . G o o d w i n 
is a l ready dead . Yes, M r . G o o d w i n has a ri f le, but someone l i v i ng i n this 
bush o n the ir own is b o u n d to have a r i f le. T h a t does not give anyone l icence 
to k i l l them. In short , what h a p p e n e d i n that bush is dependent solely and 
exclusively o n the cred ib i l i t y o f the accused, a n d how does he avo id the ob­
v ious conclus ions that arise f r om the evidence pu t forward by the Crown? 
W e l l , he just s imply a n d ba ld ly denies it. H e denies what six peop l e have 
come a n d sworn to be the t ru th . A n d , after a l l , that is a l l he can do because 
he is t r apped a n d co rne r ed . T h e evidence complete ly sur rounds h i m . 

" C a m p b e l l says that he was surpr i sed by suddenly seeing G o o d w i n . H o w 
c o u l d he be surpr i sed by see ing exactly who he was l o o k i n g for? H o w c o u l d 
anyone be taken by surpr ise , t r a m p i n g and c rash ing t h r o u g h b r u s h as thick 
as this bush? W e a l l know as m e n o f the wo r l d that the t ruth makes sense. 
Yet , C a m p b e l l makes n o sense at a l l . 

" T h e defence says that the C r o w n has not p roven any mot ive . We l l , the 
C r o w n never has to prove mot ive . Cer ta in ly many cr imes are c ommi t t ed for 
a mot ive . Somet imes , that mot ive is obvious and persuasive. Bu t , jus t be­
cause the mot ive is not there o r not known , does not mean the c r ime was not 
c ommi t t ed . Some peop l e c o m m i t cr imes for the flimsiest o f reasons a n d 
some c o m m i t c r imes for n o reason at a l l . T h e evi l that causes c r ime can of­
ten be b u r i e d too deep i n one man 's heart. D o not l ook for what the C r o w n 
does not have to prove as i n motive, but look for what the C r o w n does prove 
a n d has proven . W e have p roven the gui l t o f M r . C a m p b e l l b eyond a rea­
sonable doubt a n d that is why I ask y ou for a verdict o f gui lty. T h a n k y o u . " 

T H E E L U S I V E V E R D I C T 

It is imposs ib le to p red i c t a j u r y verdict . E a c h j u r y has its own chemistry a n d 
react ion to the par t i cu la r ev idence that it has heard . It is made even more 
di f f icult by the passage o f t ime. We cannot see back to the att itudes o f the av­
erage j u r y o f 1918. U l t imate l y , we are left w i th the unanswerable quest ion: 
Was Goodw in ' s death the na tu ra l consequence o f an age consumed w i th the 
v i ru lence o f war? O r , d i d his death come f r om a source darker yet more ba­
n a l — the evi l i n a s ingle man ' s heart? 

T h e r e was m u c h to be suspicious o f i n Rex v. Daniel Campbell, but u l t i ­
mately, there was not p r o o f to satisfy a j u r y beyond a reasonable doubt . A 
court o f law demands certainty. Yet certainty has always been elusive i n the 
death o f G i n g e r G o o d w i n . T h a t lack o f certainty leaves open a variety o f sce­
nar ios that c o u l d have h a p p e n e d . Self-defence was there as one o f the sce­
nar ios that w o u l d create the resonant words : reasonable doubt . 
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Goodwin's distinctive gravestone was caned by fellow miner Vincenzo Picketti and 
erected in Cumberland Cemetery in 1937. The hammer and sickle reflect the Com­
munist politics of the Canadian Labour Defence League and the Mine Workers Un ­
ion of Canada which commissioned the gravestone in 1935. Goodwin's comrade, 
W.A. Pritchard, dismissed it as "grotesque statuary." The date of Goodwin's death is 
wrong. He was killed on 27 July 1918. Roger Stonebanks. 



E P I L O G U E 

T H E R I P P L E S S E T I N M O T I O N by A lber t (Ginger ) Goodw in ' s l i fe and actions 
cont inue to flow. H i s memory is ma in ta ined i n d isparate places. 

I n C u m b e r l a n d , Goodwin ' s dist inctive gravestone, erected i n J u l y 1937, 
is the site each J u n e o f remembrances at M i n e r s ' M e m o r i a l Day. It is not u n ­
usua l to f i n d flowers there at o ther times o f the year. T h e headstone was 
carved by V i n c e n z o P icket t i , a m i n e r who knew G o o d w i n a n d was a m o n g 
those w h o suffered dest i tut ion i n 1914 a n d 1915, unab l e to rega in employ­
ment immed ia t e l y after the B i g Str ike . 

T h e gravestone's Commun i s t - t i n g ed ins ign ia has m u c h to do w i th labour 
history decades after Goodwin ' s death. It was c ommiss i oned i n 1935 by the 
C u m b e r l a n d b r a n c h o f the C a n a d i a n L a b o u r Defence League ( C L D L ) , 
w h i c h de f ended C o m m u n i s t s and others before the courts i n the 1920s a n d 
1930s, w i t h suppor t f r om the M i n e Workers U n i o n o f C a n a d a ( M W U C ) , 
C u m b e r l a n d L o c a l 37. T h e h a m m e r a n d sickle reflect the pol i t ics o f the 
C L D L a n d M W U C , w h i c h was an affiliate o f the C o m m u n i s t Party 's trade u n ­
i o n f ederat ion , the Worke rs U n i t y League. G o o d w i n never be longed to the 
C o m m u n i s t Party o f C a n a d a , wh i ch was not f o r m e d u n t i l 1921 -22, secretly 
u n d e r its o w n n a m e a n d pub l i c l y u n d e r the name Worke r s Party o f Canada . 
T h e W o r k e r s U n i t y League d i sbanded i n late 1935 i n favour o f its un ions 
j o i n i n g m a i n s t r e a m labour . T h e next year, the M i n e Worke rs U n i o n o f 
C a n a d a vo ted to j o i n the U n i t e d M i n e Worke r s o f A m e r i c a . Goodwin ' s 
gravestone was erected w i th suppor t f r om the U M W A . T h e gravesite had be­
come ove rg rown w i th weeds since 1918 a n d was t i d i ed u p . 1 

T h e R e d H o u s e , where G i n g e r frequently b o a r d e d i n C u m b e r l a n d , st i l l 
stands at 2725 P e n r i t h Avenue as f i rmly as its o r i g i n a l Doug las fir construc­
t i on back i n 1894. Owners Dean a n d L i n d a W h e a t o n are enthusiastic that 
they l ive i n the house where G i n g e r once stayed, upstairs , as a boarder wi th 
the family o f J o h n a n d Margare t C l a rk . 

G o o d w i n is c o m m e m o r a t e d at the C u m b e r l a n d M u s e u m and Archives 
a n d also at T h e H o m e Store on C u m b e r l a n d R o a d i n a s t r ik ing m u r a l by 
F r a n k Lewis , pa in t ed i n 1984, i n wh i ch he shares p r o m i n e n c e wi th coal 
ba ron Robe r t D u n s m u i r . A creek near where he was k i l l e d , close to the con­
f luence o f Rees C r e e k a n d the C r u i k s h a n k R iver , has been officially named 
after h i m , thanks to R u t h Masters o f Cour tenay . A nearby m o u n t a i n has 

]B.C. Workers News, Vancouver, 13 September 1935; 23 July 1937; Island Miner, 
Nanaimo, 20 August 1938. 
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been off icial ly n a m e d M o u n t G o o d w i n , thanks to the C u m b e r l a n d a n d D i s ­
tr ict H i s t o r i c a l Society. 

I n 1996, the New Democra t i c Party gove rnment o f B C n a m e d the sect ion 
o f the new I n l a n d Is land H ighway " G i n g e r G o o d w i n Way " where it passes 
C u m b e r l a n d . C o r k y Evans, the min i s t e r o f highways, sa id : " T h e h ighway 
w i l l s tand as a pe rmanen t m e m o r i a l to those who have w o r k e d i n V a n c o u v e r 
Is land's coa l mines over more than a century, to the hundreds who d i e d i n 
the mines , a n d to the workers ' struggle to f o rm a u n i o n . " B u t short ly after 
the new B C L i b e r a l government was e lected i n 2001 — a n d jus t before L a ­
b o u r Day — the M in i s t r y o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n a n d Highways r emoved the 
roads ide G i n g e r G o o d w i n Way signs a n d refused a request f r om loca l c o u n ­
cils to name the stretch M i n e r s Way. I ronica l ly , the D u n s m u i r name re­
mains o n C u m b e r l a n d ' s m a i n street. 2 

Goodw in ' s f r iends i n Distr ict 18, U n i t e d M i n e Worke rs o f A m e r i c a , p r o ­
tested his death i n 1919. Delegates to the distr ict convent ion r epresen t ing 
m ine r s i n the Crowsnest Pass a n d A lbe r t a sa id the " s l ay ing " o f G o o d w i n was 
" cont ra ry to c iv i l i zed ideas a n d de t r imenta l to the workers " a n d they de­
n o u n c e d what they sa id was the act ion o f the gove rnment . 3 

C o a l miners w o n the i r battle for U M W A r ecogn i t i on in the C a p e B r e t o n 
coa l f i e ld i n 1919 w h e n a r e f e r endum a m o n g miners favoured the u n i o n 
that i n t u r n issued a charter for Distr ic t 26. T h e first negot iat ions as par t o f 
the U M W A b rough t the e i gh t -hourworkday a n d substantial wage increases. 4 

U n i o n r ecogn i t i on o n Vancouve r Is land came i n 1937 when C a n a d i a n 
Co l l i e r i e s (Dunsmuir ) L i m i t e d agreed to negotiate w i th the U M W A . T h e first 
contract was s igned i n 1938. U n i o n recogn i t i on rep laced the p i thead c o m ­
mittee system, a f o rm o f company u n i o n i s m in t r oduced by C a n a d i a n C o l ­
l ier ies after the B i g Str ike , i n w h i c h pay rates a n d some cond i t i ons were 
establ ished between a commit tee e lected by miners a n d the company , but 
w i th no u n i o n . 5 

I n Denaby M a i n , where G o o d w i n spent his teenage years a n d where he 
started wo rk i n the nearby Cadeby m ine , a copy o f his emp loyment app l i c a ­
t i o n i n 1915 to the Crow 's Nest Pass C o a l C o m p a n y at C o a l Creek , B C , the 
last m i n i n g j o b he he l d , has been depos i t ed as par t o f the M i n e r s M e m o r i a l 

Victoria Times Colonist, 27 Apr i l 1996; 16, 25 July, 17 September 2001; Vancouver 
Sun, 5 September 2001. 
3 Glenbow Museum and Archives, Calgary, M 2239, File 153 U M W A District 18 Pa­
pers. 
4 Fox , United We Stand (Washington, 1990). 
3 Comox Argus, 15 July 1937; People's Advocate (formerly B.C. Workers News), 27 Au­
gust 1937; Comox District Free Press, Courtenay, 26 August 1937; 10 March, 24 No­
vember 1938. For an example of how bad pithead 'agreements' could be, see the 
text of the 1919-1921 'agreement,' Cumberland Islander, 8 November 1919. 
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Ginger Goodwin, featured in the mural portrait by Frank Lewis in The Home Store 
at the edge of Cumberland. Helen Ayers. 

C h a p e l at the Par ish C h u r c h o f A l l Saints. G o o d w i n , chr is tened in the 
C h u r c h o f E n g l a n d but later an atheist, w o u l d doubtless smile . People f rom 
the coal f ie lds, however, know there is no cont rad i c t i on when it comes to rec­
o gn i z i n g someone who has the interests o f workers at heart. 

W h e n G o o d w i n was k i l l ed , he had $334.60 in a money belt. T h i s was the 
equivalent o f about s ixteen weeks ful l - t ime pay as a pony dr i ve r i n the 
mines . N o one c l a imed it w i th in the one-year statutory wa i t ing pe r i od for 
c la ims a n d it went into B r i t i s h Co lumb ia ' s genera l revenue. 6 

G o o d w i n has been the subject o f two books, a rad io play a n d a stage play, 
a labour ba l l ad , as we l l as numerous newspaper and magaz ine articles and 
references i n every l abour history book o f note. 

Goodw in ' s parents d i e d i n 1920 w i th in two months o f each other. Wal ter 
G o o d w i n never left the West R i d i n g Luna t i c A sy lum (now Stanley R o y d 
Hosp i ta l ) i n Wake f i e ld , West Yo rksh i r e , w h i c h he had entered in 1917 suf­
f e r ing f r om senile dement ia . H e d i ed o f heart disease and p n e u m o n i a , 
aged 63 . M a r y A n n G o o d w i n d i e d o f s tomach cancer. She was 60. They are 
b u r i e d in u n m a r k e d graves at St. Leonard ' s a n d St. Peter's Par i sh C h u r c h 
cemetery i n the v i l lage o f T h r y b e r g h near R o t h e r h a m , i n South Yorksh i r e . 

^Sessional Papers of B.C., Volume 11, 1920. 
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C h u r c h records list the Goodw ins w i th the letter P m e a n i n g pub l i c bu r i a l . It 
was not u n c o m m o n for p o o r peop le to be b u r i e d i n u n m a r k e d graves. W a l ­
ter G o o d w i n f in ished his w o r k i n g life at nearby D a l t o n M a i n Co l l i e r i es 
L i m i t e d mine . O p e n e d i n 1903, the mine later became S i l v e rwood Co l l i e ry . 
It c losed i n 1995 . 7 

A r t h u r B o o t h m a n , Goodw in ' s f r i end, fel low m ine r , draft dodger , a n d 
sk i l l ed soccer player, r e m a i n e d i n C u m b e r l a n d where he d i e d i n 1961, aged 
78. 

Several weeks after Goodw in ' s death, J o e Nay lo r , f r i end a n d mentor , was 
charged w i th a i d i n g G o o d w i n a n d his fellow deserters by t ak ing groceries to 
them i n early J u l y 1 9 1 8 . T h e case was d ismissed o n 8 Oc t obe r 1918 f o r lack 
o f evidence, by the same g r a n d ju r y i n N a n a i m o that w o u l d have hea rd the 
mans laughter case against D a n C a m p b e l l but for the change o f t r ia l venue 
to V i c t o r i a . T h e g r a n d ju ry , however, d i d r e tu rn a n ind i c tmen t against D a ­
v i d A i t k e n , arrested w i th Nay lo r , and accused o f a i d i n g deserters by t ak ing 
groceries to t h e m i n M a r c h 1918. A i tken ' s case was pu t over to the S p r i n g 
Assize i n N a n a i m o i n 1919, w h e n a j u r y f o u n d h i m not gui l ty . 

Po l i ce spy ing o n l abour a n d left w ing groups accelerated i n the years fo l ­
l ow ing W o r l d W a r I. N a y l o r f ound h imse l f o n the list o f " c h i e f agitators i n 
C a n a d a " c o m p i l e d by the Pub l i c Safety B r a n c h o f the D e p a r t m e n t o f J u s ­
tice. H i s m a i l was b e ing m o n i t o r e d . 

T h e Roya l N o r t h West M o u n t e d Pol ice wa rned the p rov inc i a l govern­
ment i n a "Secret a n d C o n f i d e n t i a l " letter i n J u l y 1919 that m iners w o u l d 
h o l d a demons t ra t i on i n C u m b e r l a n d m a r k i n g the first anniversary o f 
Goodw in ' s dea th a n d " that the feelings o f di f ferent factions i n C u m b e r l a n d 
runs [sic] very h i g h o n this matter . " T h e w a r n i n g was sent to the ac t ing B C 
deputy attorney genera l , W i l l i a m Car ter , the m a n who prosecuted D a n 
C a m p b e l l the prev ious year for mans laughter o f G o o d w i n . Ca r t e r passed 
the w a r n i n g o n to the B C P rov inc i a l Pol ice w i th the c omment : " W o u l d you 
k ind l y advise your o f f i c e r s to take the necessary precaut ions . " T h e d e m o n ­
strat ion must have passed quiet ly because the C u m b e r l a n d Islander d i d not 
repor t o n it. 

N a y l o r went o n to play a l ead ing part i n the O n e B i g U n i o n w h i c h en ­
j o y e d meteor ic but b r i e f success i n the turbulent times jus t after W o r l d W a r 
I. T h e O B U was fo rmal ly const i tuted o n 11 J u n e 1919 as a n outgrowth o f the 
Wes te rn L a b o u r Con fe rence i n Ca lgary i n M a r c h . It sought to organize a l l 
wage workers o n a n indus t r i a l basis regardless o f craft. B y the end o f the 
year, it r epo r t ed a m e m b e r s h i p o f 41,150 w i th 19,064 i n B C . 

Nay l o r was one o f five m e n o n the O B U ' s centra l commit tee . It was v iewed 
as a Bo l shev ik p lo t by B C P r em i e r J o h n O l i v e r . T h e O B U specif ical ly sa id it 

' Death certificates, Walter Goodwin, Mary Ann Goodwin; Doris Goodwin research. 
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" D O E S N O T Advocate ove r throw ing the government by v io l ence " a n d " D O E S 
N O T P reach b l oodshed , r iot , anarchy, or sabotage." However , it went be­
y o n d the t r ad i t i ona l l abour concept o f a fair day's w o r k for a fair day's pay. 
Instead, it p r o p o s e d " that the worker shou ld receive the fu l l p roduc t o f his 
t o i l , " a n d it de f ined 'worker ' i n b road terms as " a l l those who by useful work 
o f h a n d o r b r a i n , feed, c lothe or shelter; o r cont r ibute towards the heal th, 
comfor t a n d educa t i on o f the h u m a n race." Its p r eamb l e ca l l ed for a 
two-pronged a p p r o a c h : T o carry o n the everyday f ight over wages a n d 
hours ; a n d to " p r e p a r e ourselves for the day w h e n p r o d u c t i o n for prof i t 
sha l l be r ep laced by p r o d u c t i o n for use." T h i s was exactly Goodwin ' s ph i l os ­
ophy . O p p o s e d by business, government , a n d by establ ished un ions , a n d 
suf fer ing f r o m in t e rna l fact ional ism, the O B U soon began fa l l ing apart but 
c on t inued a m i n o r existence i n W i n n i p e g u n t i l the mid-1950s . 

N a y l o r r e m a i n e d i n C u m b e r l a n d where he was able, by the mid-1920s , to 
get wo rk aga in i n the coal mines . H e appears to have p layed l itt le par t i n 
subsequent events, a l though he spoke at a M a y Day ral ly i n 1936 and was 
descr ibed as " the veteran f ighter . " M i n e r Ja ck H o r b u r y , who often v is i ted 
N a y l o r at his cab in beside C o m o x Lake , said N a y l o r never became a C o m ­
munis t . H e l i v ed to see the u n i o n w i n recogn i t i on to represent the miners . 
Nay lo r , w h o started wo rk as a boy i n the mines o f W i g a n i n Lancash i re , d i ed 
o n 5 Oc tobe r 1946 f r o m prostate cancer at the age o f 74. H i s funera l was 
conduc ted u n d e r the auspices o f C u m b e r l a n d L o c a l 7293 o f the U n i t e d 
M i n e W o r k e r s o f A m e r i c a , the successor to L o c a l 2299 that he l ed d u r i n g 
the B i g S t r ike . T r i b u t e was p a i d by local pres ident J o h n C a m e r o n . Nay l o r is 
bu r i ed beside G o o d w i n . 8 

W i l l i a m A r t h u r P r i t c h a r d went on to play p r o m i n e n t roles i n labour a n d 
po l i t i ca l l i fe. W i t h Nay l o r , he was par t o f the f i ve -member centra l commi t -

8 B C Archives, G R 419, Box 218, File 1918/90, G R 419, Box 229, File 1919/122, Rex 
v.Joseph Naylor; Nanaimo Free Press, 8 October 1918; B. C. Federationist, 11 October 
1918; B C Archives, G R 419, Box 217, File 1918/89, G R 419, Box 229, File 1919/121, 
Rex v. David Aitken; Nanaimo Free Press, 20, 21 May 1919; B C Archives, GR 1323, 
File B2166, P180-47, Goodwin First Anniversary; National Archives Canada, R C M P 
Papers, RG18, A2, Volume 878, Labour Organizations and Communism, 27 Febru­
ary 1919 to 19 Apr i l 1919, Joe Naylor Surveillance; Gregory S. Kealey and Reg 
Whitaker eds., R.C.M.P. Security Bulletins, The Early Years, 1919-1929 (St. John's, 
1994); Wejr and Smith, Fighting for Labour; Phillips, No Power Greater; H . A. Logan, 
Trade Unions in Canada: Their Development and Functioning (Toronto, 1948); Jack Wil­
liams, The Story of Unions in Canada (Toronto, 1975); B.C. Workers News, 8 May 1936; 
Author's interview with Jack Horbury, 1987; Comox District Free Press, Courtenay, 10 
October 1946; "Joe Naylor: Man of Principle," Victoria Times Colonist, 21 September 
1997; Gerald Friesen, "Yours in Revolt: The Socialist Party of Canada and the West­
ern Canadian Labour Movement," Labour/Ije Travailleur 1 (1976). 
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tee o f the O n e B i g U n i o n . Before the O B U got off the g r ound , ma ins t r eam 
u n i o n s ca l l ed a genera l str ike i n W i n n i p e g i n 1919 i n suppor t o f col lect ive 
b a r g a i n i n g a n d recogn i t i on issues invo l v ing b u i l d i n g trades a n d meta l 
trades un ions . A l t h o u g h he was only i n W i n n i p e g for a week o n a visit du r ­
i n g the six-week genera l strike, P r i t c h a r d was a m o n g e ight m e n cha rged 
w i th a n u m b e r o f counts o f sedit ious conspiracy . T h e charges conce rned 
events bo th before a n d d u r i n g the str ike. 

Conv i c t ed by a ju ry , he was sentenced to one year i n p r i s on . O f the o th ­
ers, one was sentenced to two years i n p r i s on , f our got one year, one got six 
mon ths for conspiracy to c o m m i t a c o m m o n nuisance a n d one was acquit­
ted. A n i n t h pe rson was acquitted o f sedit ious l ibe l a n d a tenth pe rson h a d 
the charge effectively d r o p p e d . T h e C r o w n sa id the m e n f omented a n d l ed 
a n unlawfu l genera l str ike against the const i tuted f o rm o f government . F u ­
ture histor ians, v iewing events t h r o u g h a w ide r eye than the narrow lens o f 
the C r i m i n a l Code , d i sputed this. T h e y said it was a sympathy str ike i n sup­
po r t o f b u i l d i n g and meta l un ions seek ing new contracts, not a r evo lu t i on . A 
t h i r d verdict came f r om the pub l i c : O f the ten m e n charged w i th e i ther sedi­
t ious conspiracy or seditious l ibe l , three a lready he ld e lected pos i t ions at 
the m u n i c i p a l o r p rov inc ia l level. A f ter the str ike, seven o f the ten pu r sued 
successful po l i t i ca l careers, notably J . S . Woodswor th , the f o u n d i n g leader 
o f the na t i ona l Co-operat ive C o m m o n w e a l t h Federa t i on , a n d J o h n Q u e e n , 
seven t imes mayor o f W i n n i p e g . T h e d r o p p i n g o f the sedit ious l ibe l charges 
against Woodswor th saved the C r o w n f r om the comed ic spectacle o f t ry ing 
to prove, i n one charge, that two quotat ions by the former Me thod i s t m in i s ­
ter f r o m the p rophe t Isaiah in the O l d Tes tament o f the H o l y B ib l e were se­
d i t ious . 

P r i t c h a r d was elected a counc i l l o r i n the Vancouve r suburb o f Burnaby in 
1928 a n d 1929 and was elected reeve (mayor) i n 1930, 1931, a n d 1932. H e 
also served two terms as pres ident o f the U n i o n o f B C Mun i c ipa l i t i e s . 

P r i t c h a r d moved pol i t ica l ly to the Reconst ruc t ion Party ( formerly the 
League for Soc ia l Reconstruct ion) that ama lgamated w i th the C C F C lubs to 
f o r m the Associated C C F C lubs o f B C , w i th h imse l f as pres ident . In 1936, 
P r i t c h a r d s ided w i th Rev. Rober t C o n n e l l , the C C F leader i n the legis lature, 
i n a sp l i t w i th M L A E r n i e W i n c h . T h e C o n n e l l g r oup ( i nc lud ing three o f the 
seven C C F M L A s ) f o rmed a new party ca l l ed the Soc ia l Construct ives . 
C h a n g i n g its name to the B C Construct ive Party, it was w iped out i n the 1937 
B C e lect ion that restored the C C F representat ion to seven M L A s . 

W h e n he hea rd later that C o m m u n i s t s h a d put u p a gravestone to m a r k 
Goodw in ' s grave, complete w i th a h a m m e r a n d sickle, P r i t c h a r d (never a 
C o m m u n i s t ) d ismissed it as "grotesque statuary." H e added that " the 
commies , " who were not even o rgan i zed as such i n 1918, were c l a i m i n g 
G o o d w i n " for themselves as a working-c lass mar ty r . " 
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Tragedy struck the P r i t cha rd fami ly i n 1938 when his 21-year-o ld 
daughter , M i l d r e d , h a n g e d herse l f f r o m a beam i n the i r house. P r i t c h a r d 
left for Los Ange les where he w o r k e d at o d d jobs, as a Fu l l e r B r u s h sales­
m a n , a n d in a restaurant k i t chen . Po l i t i ca l ly , he r e turned to the left, j o i n i n g 
the W o r l d Social ist Party o f the US , counte rpar t to the Social ist Party o f C a n ­
ada . H e also made several visits to B C , i n c l u d i n g the 50th anniversary o f the 
W i n n i p e g Gene ra l Str ike , i n 1969. In 1975, he was h o n o u r e d by Burnaby 
a n d made a F r e e m a n o f the M u n i c i p a l i t y . H e d i e d i n Los Ange les i n 1981, 
aged 9 3 . 9 

I n the years fo l lowing W o r l d W a r I, the Social ist Party o f C a n a d a began to 
d is integrate . Some members (for example , E r n i e Winch) moved to soc ia l 
democra t i c part ies l ike the Co -Opera t i v e C o m m o n w e a l t h Federa t i on that 
later became the New Democra t i c Party wh i l e others (such as J a c k 
Kavanagh ) j o i n e d the C o m m u n i s t Party. Once , the SPC had h e l d the ba l ­
ance o f power i n the B C legis lature, f o r c ing th rough some moderate l abour 
re forms, i n the early 1900s. In the 1909 e lect ion, the SPC p o l l e d a r e co rd 
11.5 pe r cent o f the votes but by 1924 this h a d dw ind l ed to 1.3 pe r cent. T h e 
SPC d i sbanded i n 1925. In 1931, a second Social ist Party o f C a n a d a was or ­
gan i z ed i n W i n n i p e g . It is the ideo log ica l descendant o f the first SPC a n d 
survives to this day but is a very m i n o r p a r t y . 1 0 

D a n i e l C a m p b e l l and his wife, F lo rence , so ld the C o l w o o d H o t e l i n 1919 
for $7 ,500 to H a r r y and Grace Shaw o f V i c t o r i a and H e n r y W i l l i a m 
D u p e r i e r o f L o n d o n ( from w h o m they h a d taken a mortgage i n 1913). M r s . 
C a m p b e l l said later that p r o h i b i t i o n " b r oke u s " and the hote l was so ld at a 
loss. T h e hote l was demo l i shed i n 1936 i n favour o f the C o l w o o d Inn , now 

9 NormatrPenner ed., Winnipeg 1919: The Strikers' Own History of the Winnipeg Gen-
eralStrike (Toronto, 1973);J. M . Bumsted, The Winnipeg General Strike of 1919 (Win­
nipeg, 1994); The King v. Russell, Manitoba Court of Appeal 24 February 1920, 
Dominion Law Reports 1919-20, Volume 51; The Book of the Prophet Isaiah, 10, 1 
and 65, 21-2, The Holy Bible, K ing James Version (London, 1975); George Green, 
History of Burnaby and Vicinity (Vancouver, 1947); Pixie McGeachie, Burnaby A Proud 
Century (Vancouver, 1991); Burnaby Post, 28 February 1935; Burnaby Broadcast, 30 
June 1932; Montero, We Stood Together (Toronto, 1979); Dorothy Steeves, The Com­
passionate Rebel: Ernest E. Winch and His Times (Vancouver, 1960); Electoral History 
of BC , 1871-1986 (Elections BC); Wil l iam A. Pritchard manuscript, University of 
B C Library, Special Collections and University Archives Division; Author's inter­
view with Larry Tickner, 1992; Democrat, Vancouver, December 1981-January 
1982. 
1 0 Ross Alfred Johnson, "No Compromise - No Political Trading: The Marxian So­
cialist Tradit ion in B C , " PhD dissertation, U B C , 1975; Electoral History of B C 
1871-1986; Phillips, No Power Greater; Norman Penner, Canadian Communism: The 
Stalin Years and Beyond (Toronto, 1988); Socialist Fulcrum, SPC journal, Volume 14, 
No. 3 & 4, 1981; The Encyclopedia of British Columbia (Madeira Park, 2000). 
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Dan and Florence Campbell, in die back garden of their suburban Victoria home, 
late in life. Eva Harris. 
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r e m o d e l l e d as C o l w o o d C o r n e r s Pub . T h e C a m p b e l l fami ly m o v e d fre­
quent ly . D a n C a m p b e l l r e tu rned to carpentry, m o v i n g into V i c t o r i a a n d 
w o r k i n g at H a r b o u r M a r i n e , a sh ipyard . T h e family l i ved for a t ime i n the 
1920s i n Vancouve r a n d i n Pember ton , where he managed a r anch . H e vis­
i t ed V i c t o r i a i n 1930 a n d boasted o f deve lop ing a b i g deposi t o f o chre -a lum, 
clay for m a k i n g pottery. It never went in to p r oduc t i on . H e a n d F lorence 
l i v ed at K e m p Lake , west o f V i c t o r i a , i n the 1930s where they r a n a ch i cken 
f a rm a n d rented boats. H e descr ibed h imse l f as a prospector , presumably o f 
his ochre -a lum deposit . La te r , they r a n a tearoom at The t i s L a k e near V i c ­
tor ia . D u r i n g par t o f W o r l d W a r II, he wo rked as a j o i n e r at V i c t o r i a M a c h i n ­
ery Depo t sh ipyard . H e d i e d i n 1952, aged 80, a n d is b u r i e d at C o l w o o d 
B u r i a l P a r k not far f r o m the site o f his o l d hote l . F lo rence C a m p b e l l d i e d i n 
1958 aged 83 a n d is b u r i e d beside h i m . " 

W i l l i a m J o h n Devi t t t u rned f r om r o u n d i n g u p draft dodgers to spy ing o n 
trade un i ons . H e was apparent ly seconded (or at least his reports were) i n 
1919 f r o m the D o m i n i o n Pol ice to the Roya l N o r t h West M o u n t e d Po l i ce 
(with w h i c h the D o m i n i o n Po l i ce soon merged i n the r enamed Roya l C a n a ­
d i a n M o u n t e d Pol ice) . H e was descr ibed, i n one R N W M P repor t about the ac­
tivities o f specia l agents, as hav ing a good knowledge o f the distr ict but 
"better emp l oyed where this knowledge comes into use, than for investigat­
i n g an impor tan t case n e e d i n g def inite i n f o rmat i on . " H e p i c k e d u p a g ood 
reference f r o m F rede r i ck G lover , ch ie f inspector o f the D o m i n i o n Pol ice i n 
B C , as a "par t i cu la r l y va luable o f f i c e r . . . . [I] heart i ly r e c o m m e n d M r . Devit t 
for an executive pos i t i on B u t Detective Sergeant Rober t M u n d y o f the 
R C M P , r e f e r r ing to Devitt 's ro le as Spec ia l Agent N o . 11, cr i t i c i zed h i m as 
unsui tab le , inaccurate, a n d no t showing energy. In Novembe r 1919 Devi t t 
became ch i e f o f the c o m b i n e d po l ice a n d fire departments i n the V a n c o u ­
ver suburb o f Burnaby , a post he h e l d u n t i l the m u n i c i p a l po l i ce were re­
p l aced by the P rov inc i a l Po l i ce i n early 1935. H e was then 66 years o l d a n d 
w i thout work. D u r i n g his t e rm as po l ice chief, i n the worst years o f the Grea t 
Depress i on , he was no t ed for his chari ty works, especial ly for o r g a n i z i n g 
h e l p for the u n e m p l o y e d . In a cur ious, boastful letter wr i t ten after he 
m o v e d to the West E n d o f Vancouve r f r om Burnaby Devi t t sought work w i th 
the newly- formed C i t i zens League o f B C ferret ing out C o m m u n i s t s in u n ­
ions . In the letter, addressed to C o l o n e l Char les E d g a r Edgett , Devit t wrote 
that before tak ing over as ch i e f o f Burnaby Pol ice, "I was Insp. D o m i n i o n 

1 1 Land T ide Office, Victoria, conveyances, 1908,1913,1919; Victoria Daily Times, 5 
March 1936; Victoria Daily Colonist, 25 August 1957; Victoria Daily Times, 16 August 
1930; Victoria Daily Times, 15 Apr i l 1952; City Directories, Victoria, Vancouver; 
Esquimalt constituency voters list, 1933; Author's interview with Eva Harris, Bil ly 
Conway, niece, nephew of Dan Campbell, 7 Apr i l 1990; "Verification of Death Par­
ticulars: Daniel Campbel l , " Division of Vital Statistics, province of B C . 
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Pol ice (45) m e n and d u r i n g the W i n n i p e g a n d Vancouve r genera l Str ikes 
[1919] for O n e B i g U n i o n , I sent the M in i s t e r o f Just i ce many h u n d r e d s o f 
thousands o f fdes o n the agitators o f the p e r i od . I have the endorsement o f 
T h e Conso l i da t ed M & S. C o L t d a n d T h e C .P .R . " W h i l e it is cer ta in ly inter­
est ing to note this a p p r o v i n g reference f r om the smelter c o m p a n y i n T r a i l , 
this letter ser iously tests Devitt 's credib i l i ty , even a l l ow ing for the usua l 
a m o u n t o f se l f -promot ion to be f ound i n emp l o ymen t app l i ca t i ons . A t the 
very most, he was a Spec ia l Agen t for one year (November 1918 to N o v e m ­
ber 1919). I f he sent 300,000 files i n , say, 300 days, he was c h u r n i n g out a 
p rod i g i ous 1,000 files a day, a n d this f r om a m a n c o m m e n t e d o n by a fel low 
officer as not energet ic i n his work. T h e p o p u l a t i o n o f BC was only about 
400,000 — m e n , women , a n d ch i l d r en . 

C o l o n e l Edgett , f o rmer ch i e f o f the Vancouve r Po l ice , was only one o f a 
n u m b e r o f p r o m i n e n t Vancouver i tes invo lved i n the C i t i z en ' s League , i n ­
c l u d i n g M a y o r Ger ry M c G r e e r . I n May 1935, three mon ths after Devi t t lost 
his j o b i n the P rov inc i a l Po l ice take-over o f the Burnaby m u n i c i p a l po l ice , 
the C i t i zen ' s League began r u n n i n g a series o f large advert isements i n V a n ­
couver newspapers. T h e advert isements wa rned o f " C o m m u n i s t subver­
s i o n , " u r g e d "C i t i z ens U n i t e to De f end Law and O r d e r , " a n d spoke o f a R e d 
menace i n un ions . T h e league p r om i s ed to identi fy C o m m u n i s t s p r o m i ­
nent i n un ions , a p romise it fu l f i l led i n further advert isements. I n tu rn , the 
C o m m u n i s t - s u p p o r t i n g B.C. Workers' News accused the league o f "fascist 
demagogy . " I f Devit t ob ta ined work w i th the league, it was shor t - l i ved . H e 
d i e d i n 1937, aged 6 8 . 1 2 

George H e n r y Roe left the D o m i n i o n Po l ice a n d w o r k e d as a h e l p e r at 
H a r b o u r M a r i n e sh ipyard in V i c t o r i a , where C a m p b e l l a lso w o r k e d brief ly 
as a carpenter , just after W o r l d W a r I. Roe and his wife, E d i t h Har r i e t t , n i ck­
n a m e d M i n n i e , r e t i r ed to a smal l cottage i n the C a d b o r o Bay d istr ic t i n sub­
u r b a n V i c t o r i a a n d ra ised poul try . H e d i e d i n the early 1950s w h e n he 
w o u l d have been i n his early 80s. 3 

George A l f r e d (Dad) Janes , the famous cougar hunter , r a n the L a k e 
C o w i c h a n H o t e l , a h u n t i n g a n d fishing lodge, f r o m 1919 to 1922. H e trav-

l2Labour/Le Travail 21 (Spring 1988); National Archives of Canada, R C M P Papers, 
RG18, Series G, Volume 3371, File 1918; B C Archives, AddMss 461, Burnaby Police 
History; U B C Library, Special Collections and University Archives Division, Susan 
Mayse Research Collection, Box 1, Folder 2; Who's Who in British Columbia 1942-43 
(Vancouver, 1943); Vancouver Sun, 29, 31 May, 4, 6, 7, 8, 12, 15 June 1935; B.C. 
Workers News, 31 May, 7 June, 6 September 1935. 
1 3 Victor ia constituency voters lists; Victoria city directories; Author's interviews with 
H.B. Smith, Mrs. D.W. Gee, 1988; Anglican Church Records of the Comox Valley, 
Baptisms, Courtenay and District Museum, letter to author, 5 March 1993; Janette 
Glover-Geidt, correspondence with author, 1991-93. 
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e l l ed of ten to C a l i f o r n i a where he owned several racehorses. H e d i ed i n Pas­
adena o n 19 M a r c h 1929, aged 5 5 . 1 4 

T h o m a s Down i e (Scabby) A n d e r s o n c on t i nued to l ive i n Bevan a n d 
t r apped i n the F o r b i d d e n Plateau area u n t i l the mid -1920s . H e then moved 
to G r a n t h a m , f our mi l es n o r t h o f Courtenay, where he f a rmed a n d drove 
the schoo l bus. H e was k n o w n for his punctual i ty a n d f r iendl iness . H e com­
mi t t ed suic ide o n 10 J u n e 1930 i n St. Joseph 's H o s p i t a l i n C o m o x . H e was 
7 0 . 1 5 

Rober t R u s h f o r d r es i gned as the Prov inc ia l Po l ice constable i n C u m b e r ­
l a n d o n 15 J a n u a r y 1919 a n d re turned to Sco t land two weeks later w i th his 
fami ly . T h e reason he left is not known . H e w o r k e d i n Sco t land as a post­
m a n . H i s daugh te r L o u v a i n Brownlow, who was b o r n i n 1916 a n d later re­
tu rned to C a n a d a , sa id he r father and G o o d w i n were fr iends. Rush fo rd 
d i e d i n 1970, aged 9 0 . 1 6 

C u m b e r l a n d coa l p r o d u c t i o n peaked at 898,908 l o n g tons i n 1910 a n d 
then went in to a l ong , slow decl ine. O i l was t ak ing over. C o a l was dif f icult 
a n d expens ive to m i n e because the seams were smal l a n d uneven . By the 
mid -1930s , p r o d u c t i o n h a d fal len to less than h a l f the 1910 record . T h e E x ­
tens ion mines near N a n a i m o closed pe rmanent l y i n 1931. T h e b i g N u m b e r 
1 M i n e i n downtown N a n a i m o , the largest p r o d u c e r o n Vancouve r Is land, 
c losed i n 1938. In C u m b e r l a n d , only two mines were p r o d u c i n g after W o r l d 
W a r II. A f t e r the f edera l government wi thdrew the war t ime subsidy, N o . 5 
m ine , where G o o d w i n h a d worked , c losed i n 1947 p u t t i n g 300 m e n out o f 
work . M e c h a n i z a t i o n fu l f i l l ed one o f its purposes w h e n the last mu l e to work 
u n d e r g r o u n d was b r ough t to the surface i n 1949. N o . 8 m ine , the famous 
" M i l l i o n D o l l a r Mys t e r y " m i n e wh ich was dug , o p e n e d brief ly at the t ime o f 
the B i g Str ike , t hen c losed u n t i l the mid-1930s , was shut down i n 1953, leav­
i n g 400 m e n w i thout work . T h a t left only the nearby Tsab le R i v e r m ine that 
o p e n e d i n 1949 a n d e m p l o y e d 400 m e n : C a n a d i a n Co l l i e r i es c losed it i n 
1960. R e o p e n e d by a loca l syndicate, it operated o n a smal ler scale a n d em­
p l oyed fewer than 100 miners , l i m p i n g on u n t i l 1966 w h e n it c losed for 
good . T h e coa l f i e ld h a d p r o d u c e d 18,500,000 tons a n d " K i n g C o a l " was 
dead i n C u m b e r l a n d . 

C o a l , however, p r o v e d to be any th ing but a m i n e r a l sunset industry i n BC 
a l t h o u g h it s tagnated f r o m its heyday p r oduc t i on i n 1910 o f 3,007,074 met­
r i c tonnes, a f i gure no t over taken u n t i l 1971 w h e n it reached 4,141,498 
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tonnes. S p u r r e d by demands f rom Pacif ic countr ies such as J a p a n , a n d w i th 
huge o p e n p i t mines rep lac ing u n d e r g r o u n d mines , coa l p r o d u c t i o n i n B C 
peaked at 27 ,812,000 tonnes i n 1997, eas ing to a n est imated 26,482,075 
tonnes i n 2001 . C o a l was the province 's most va luable m i n e r a l i n the 1990s. 
I n 2001 , coal p r o d u c t i o n h a d a n est imated va lue o f $1 ,067,822,909. C o p ­
pe r was next at $687,837,515. T h e eno rmous cur ren t p r o d u c t i o n o f coa l is 
made possible by a workforce est imated to be on ly 2,869 i n 2001 — d r a ­
mat ic test imony to what the B C M in i s t r y o f Energy a n d M i n e s ca l l ed "ma jo r 
product iv i ty ga ins . " Indeed, whi le 1,881 tonnes o f coa l were p r o d u c e d pe r 
employee in 1970, by 2001 this h a d rocketed to a n est imated 9,230 tonnes 
pe r employee . In 1910, the mines emp l o y ed 7,758 workers — more than 
twice as many workers then as now to p roduce one-e ighth o f cur rent p r o ­
duc t i on . O n Vancouve r Is land, Q u i n s a m C o a l near C a m p b e l l R iver , w h i c h 
opera ted bo th o p e n p i t a n d the last u n d e r g r o u n d m i n e i n B C , conduc ted a 
two-year $800,000 exp l o ra t i on -d r i l l i n g p r o g r a m i n the Tsab le R i ve r area 
but no m i n e was o p e n e d . 1 7 

In Denaby M a i n , the crowded row h o u s i n g a n d poo r sani tat ion were the 
focus o f a cour t case i n 1920 in w h i c h a v i s i t ing nurse, E l i z abe th Swallow, 
sa id the stench f r om excrement was constant a n d it was a lmost possible to 
" cu t t h r o u g h " i t . 1 8 T h e hous ing a n d the above -g round works o f the m i n e 
were d emo l i shed between the late 1960s a n d mid -1970s a n d rep laced w i th 
pub l i c hous ing . Before the o l d c ommun i t y van ished , however, it was the 
backdrop for scenes for the movie Women in Love, a U n i t e d Art ists adapta­
t i on o f D . H . Lawrence 's novel , s tar r ing G l e n d a J a c k s o n . T h e Denaby M a i n 
m i n e c losed i n 1968 and Cadeby M a i n across the R i v e r D o n , where 
G o o d w i n worked , shut down i n 1986. A l l the p i theads a n d s u r r o u n d i n g 
bu i l d ings were leve l led. T h e Cadeby M a i n m i n e site was deve loped as T h e 
E a r t h Cen t r e , a major 'green ' theme park o r env i r onmen ta l m u s e u m that 
o p e n e d i n 1999. A leisure centre was be ing p l a n n e d for the Denaby M a i n 
site. 

T h e only r em inde r s o f the coal days o f Denaby M a i n are a large p i t whee l 
f r o m Denaby M a i n col l iery, mounted o n a p l i n t h a longs ide Doncaster R o a d 
w i th a p laque i n memory o f the 203 m e n a n d boys who d i e d d i g g i n g coa l ; a 
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D.E. Isenor, E .G. Stephens and D.E. Watson, One Hundred Spirited Years: A History 
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scu lp ture outside C o n i s b r o u g h L i b r a r y dep i c t i ng a miner , t r apped by a 
r o o f fa l l ; a n d the M i n e r s M e m o r i a l C h a p e l adjacent to the Par i sh C h u r c h o f 
A l l Sa ints . T h e chape l was bu i l t f r om br icks salvaged f rom several mines . Its 
w indows depic t m i n i n g scenes a n d it features a massive p i t whee l f r o m 
Cadeby M a i n N o . 2 shaft. Few bu i ld ings survive f r om ear l ier t imes but 
a m o n g them are two pubs, the much - r emode l l ed Denaby M a i n H o t e l a n d 
Reresby A r m s . 

T h e new h o u s i n g was a great i m p r o v e m e n t over what it r ep laced but a 
sense o f c ommun i t y was lost w i th the change. O ld - t imers were not always re­
located beside the i r o l d ne ighbours . M a n y new peop le moved i n . T h e coa l 
mines , prev iously a c o m m o n thread a m o n g families, were gone. T h e 
semi -de tached (duplex) style o f h o u s i n g a n d the o p e n spaces seem to en ­
courage a more insu lar att i tude. 

W h a t h a p p e n e d to Denaby M a i n was repeated i n coal m i n i n g vi l lages 
t h r o u g h o u t B r i t a i n . T h e industry emp loyed 882,300 workers i n 1906. By 
1947, w h e n the pr ivate m ines were na t i ona l i z ed by the L a b o u r government , 
there were 704,000 workers a n d 980 mines . T h i s fe l l to 181,000 m e n a n d 
170 mines by 1984 w h e n the N a t i o n a l U n i o n o f M ineworkers staged its last 
indust ry str ike. By the early 1990s the workforce was down to 41,000 miners 
a n d 50 mines a n d st i l l fa l l ing . T h e Sou th Wales coal f ie ld, w h i c h h a d 
272 ,000 workers at its peak i n 1920, was v i r tual ly c losed by 1990. T h e last 
f our p i t pon ies (Goodw in was a dr i ve r o f p i t ponies) were re t i red i n 1994. In 
1913, there were 70,000 horses a n d ponies . Wha t was left o f the mines was 
so ld i n 1994 by state-owned B r i t i s h C o a l to a pr ivate company, R J B M i n i n g , 
for £815 m i l l i o n . In 2001 , R J B M i n i n g changed its name to U K C o a l . It e m ­
p l o y e d jus t 7,000 workers at th i r teen col l ier ies a n d ha l f a dozen surface 
m i n i n g sites p r o d u c i n g 20 m i l l i o n tonnes o f coa l a year. In 2002, U K C o a l 
c losed one deep m i n e a n d announced that three more w i l l be c losed. T h e r e 
were four deep mines a n d h a l f a do z en surface mines outside U K C o a l . T h e 
m e m b e r s h i p o f the N a t i o n a l U n i o n o f M ineworke r s shrank to 5 , 0 0 0 . 1 9 

1 9 Denaby and Cadeby Miners Memorial Chapel, brochure (Denaby Main, 1989); 
Booth, A Railway History of Denaby and Cadeby Collieries; Gwatkin, A Photographic Re­
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spondence with John Gwatkin, 1993-1995; Dearne Good News, published by the 
Dearne Valley Partnership City Challenge, Rotherham, South Yorkshire; The Earth 
Centre Bulletin, published by The Earth Centre, Kilner's Bridge, Doncaster Road, 
Denaby Main, South Yorkshire; The Independent on Sunday, London, 18 October 
1992, 13June 1993; Vancouver Sun, 24 December 1990; Weekly Telegraph, London, 
7 March 1994; Mitchell , British Historical Statistics; A.R. Griffin, The Collier (Princes 
Risborough, 1982); RJB Mining, reports; U K Coal, www.ukcoal.com; Trades Union 
Congress, membership report. 
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T h e m i n e at T ree ton , the v i l lage where G o o d w i n was b o r n a n d where h is 
father w o r k e d as a hewer, c losed i n 1990. It is now a hous ing estate. D o m i n ­
i o n N o . 2 m i n e i n G lace Bay, n i c k n a m e d the B i g P roducer , where G o o d w i n 
w o r k e d w h e n he first came to C a n a d a , c losed i n 1949 after an e xp l o s i on . It 
p r o d u c e d jus t over 26,000,000 tons o f coal i n ha l f a century. T h e twin towns 
o f N a t a l a n d M i c h e l i n the Crowsnest Pass (and the c o m m u n i t y o f 
M i d d l e t o w n in-between them), where G o o d w i n w o r k e d for a year a n d 
starred i n soccer, were swept away i n the late 1960s and early 1970s by the 
p r o v inc i a l government that created the new town o f Sparwood nearby. T h e 
m a n n e r i n w h i c h this was done , the compensa t i on pa i d , a n d the r e l oca t i on 
to Spa rwood left m u c h unhapp iness i n the i r wake. Despite the i r heavy cov­
e r i n g o f dust a n d gr ime, l o o k i n g l ike someth ing f r o m the 19th century, N a ­
tal a n d M i c h e l , l ike m i n i n g towns everywhere, were w a r m a n d f r i end ly 
c o m m u n i t i e s . 2 0 

W o r k e r s at the T r a i l smelter got the e i gh t -hour day, the issue i n the 1917 
str ike, i n 1919 but by then they were l o s ing the i r u n i o n . A n a m e n d m e n t 
passed by the B C legislature to the L a b o u r Regu la t i on Ac t ex t ended the 
e i gh t -hour day to a l l smelter workers . C M & S assistant genera l m a n a g e r 
Selwyn B lay l ock posted this b r i e f not ice o n 29 M a r c h 1919: " S t a r t i n g A p r i l 
1st, 1919, a l l Mechan i cs a n d Y a r d M e n w i l l work a n eight h o u r shift instead 
o f n i n e . " 

T h e T r a i l M i l l a n d Smel te rmen 's U n i o n , L o ca l 105, went over to the O n e 
B i g U n i o n w i th the o ther M i n e M i l l locals i n Distr ic t 6. T h e y f o r m e d Dis t r i c t 
1, Meta l l i f e rous M ine r s , O B U . T h e In te rnat iona l U n i o n o f M i n e , M i l l a n d 
Sme l te r Worke r s executive boa rd i n Denve r descr ibed the O B U as a d u a l o r ­
gan i za t i on a n d " a menace to the welfare o f the miners , m i l l a n d 
sme l t e rmen " at its 2 May 1919 meet ing . O n e week later, the boa rd en ­
dorsed Pres ident Char l es Moyer ' s dec is ion to revoke the T r a i l local 's char ­
ter. By Augus t 1920, Execut ive B o a r d m e m b e r W i l l i a m Dav idson o f S l ocan , 
B C , r epo r t ed that the u n i o n had no m e n i n T r a i l o r Ross land who c o u l d be 
d e p e n d e d o n to deal fairly w i th the in ternat iona l . T h e possibi l i ty o f o r ga ­
n i z i n g to any great extent was not g ood at this t ime, he sa id. N e i t h e r was it 
m u c h better for the O B U that was d i sappear ing almost as qu ick ly as it h a d 
ar isen. T h e M i n e M i l l loca l at the C M & S m ine i n K imber l ey , a major supp l i e r 

2 0 Dor i s Goodwin research; Paul MacEwan, Miners and Steelworkers: Labour in Cape 
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1997); Arlene B. Gaal, Memoirs of Michel Natal 1899-1971 (unpublished); Gaal, 
Times to Remember: Michel-Natal 1899-1980 (unpublished, 1980); Sparwood Virtual 
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o f l ead a n d z inc to the smelter , changed its name to G o o d w i n L o c a l U n i t o f 
the O B U a n d 250 m ine r s struck o n 11 September 1919. B u t C M & S re fused to 
negot iate w i th the O B U a n d b rough t i n str ikebreakers. T h e str ike was ca l l ed 
o f f o n 1 M a r c h 1920. 

Blay lock, meanwhi l e , was i n t r o d u c i n g the W o r k m e n ' s Co -Ope ra t i v e 
C o m m i t t e e to the smelter . T h i s was a f o rm o f company u n i o n i s m m u c h rec­
o m m e n d e d by Mackenz i e K i n g , the future p r i m e min is te r o f C a n a d a , who 
h a d been federal deputy l abour min is te r a n d then w o r k e d as a l abour c o n ­
sultant. H e med ia t ed a str ike at the Western F u e l C o m p a n y i n N a n a i m o i n 
1905 o n the basis o f a n agreement w i th a n employees commit tee , a n idea 
the o ther major coa l c ompany o n Vancouve r Is land, C a n a d i a n Co l l i e r i e s 
(Dunsmui r ) L i m i t e d , p i c k e d u p i n the wake o f the B i g S t r ike o f 1912-14. 
T h e employees commit tee , sometimes ca l led Emp loyee Representa t i on 
Commi t t e e , was p r o m o t e d by K i n g to J o h n D. Rockefe l ler , J r . , at his C o l o ­
r a d o F u e l a n d I r on C o m p a n y . T h i s fo l lowed the infamous L u d l o w Massacre 
i n 1914 w h e n m i l i t i a m a c h i n e - g u n n e d a n d set afire a tent co lony, set u p for 
U n i t e d M i n e Worke r s U n i o n strikers after they were evicted f r o m company 
h o u s i n g . Two w o m e n a n d 11 c h i l d r e n d i ed . Rockefe l ler b rough t i n K i n g 
a n d later i m p l e m e n t e d the C o l o r a d o Indust r ia l P l a n as a f o rm o f consul ta­
t i o n w i th workers . Var ian ts o f this theme have inc luded works counc i ls (blue 
col lar ) a n d staff counc i ls (white col lar ) . T h e unde r l y i n g object o f a l l o f t h e m 
was the same: keep un i ons out o f the workp lace . 

A t T r a i l , B lay lock ca l l ed i n two employees f rom each o f n ine depar t ­
ments i n late Decembe r 1918 and in i t ia ted the W o r k m e n ' s Co -Ope ra t i v e 
C o m m i t t e e . Subsequent ly , employees f r om different depar tments o f the 
smel ter elected representat ives a n d they discussed matters o f interest w i th 
the company at r egu lar meet ings. Soon , the W o r k m e n ' s Co -Ope ra t i v e 
C o m m i t t e e w o u l d have an office — i ronica l ly , at the M e a k i n H o t e l where 
G o o d w i n once l i ved . 

T h e first at tempt by the In ternat iona l U n i o n o f M i n e , M i l l a n d Sme l t e r 
W o r k e r s to reorgan ize at the smelter fa i led i n 1938. T h e second at tempt i n 
1943-44 succeeded w i th L a b o u r Re lat ions B o a r d certi f ications i n T r a i l a n d 
K imbe r l e y , h e l p e d i n par t by new labour leg is lat ion i n 1943 w h i c h effec­
tively out lawed company u n i o n i s m l ike the Workmen ' s Co -Ope ra t i v e C o m ­
mit tee a n d its b r i e f successor, the Independent Smel ter Worke r s U n i o n . 
M i n e M i l l was back as the T r a i l a n d Distr ic t Smel ter Worke rs U n i o n , L o c a l 
480 , a n d K imbe r l e y M i n e , M i l l a n d Smel te r Workers U n i o n , L o c a l 6 5 1 . 
B o t h o r gan i z i ng campa igns were l ed by we l l -known C o m m u n i s t s — A r t h u r 
(Sl im) Evans i n 1938, l eader o f the On- to-Ot tawa T r e k to protest u n e m ­
p l o y m e n t in 1935, w h o knew G o o d w i n when he wo rked at the smelter i n 
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1917, a n d i n 1944, Harvey M u r p h y , M i n e M i l l ' s BC distr ic t r e g i ona l d i rec­
t o r . 2 1 

Selwyn G w i l l y m B lay lock l i ved to see M i n e M i l l r e b o r n as the u n i o n rep­
resent ing smelter workers . H e par t i c ipated i n the negot iat ions for the first 
contract but, because o f i l lness, was unab le to s ign the contract o n 16 J a n u ­
ary 1945. M u r p h y said that was " i n d e e d regret table . " B lay lock , who came to 
T r a i l i n 1898 f r om Quebec , d i ed o n 19 N o v e m b e r 1945, aged 66. H i s 
daughter , Lou i se B lay lock Bever idge , the first c h i l d o f his second marr iage , 
who was b o r n i n 1920, said there were no files i n h e r father 's papers about 
the 1917 str ike o r G o o d w i n . In 2002, Blay lock 's 16,000-square-foot m a n ­
s ion set i n a 42-acre proper ty o n the shore o f Kootenay L a k e , was advert ised 
as " one o f the finest examples o f Tudor - r ev i va l i n C a n a d a . " A n d , w i th a 
pr i ce tag o f $2,850,000, it shou ld be, t o o . 2 2 

T h e memory o f A lbe r t G o o d w i n resurfaced i n T r a i l i n 1949. It cost four 
shop stewards the i r j obs at the smelter i n a case that ra ised quest ions about 
what employees can say about the ir employer i n the i r o f f hours . T h e dis­
missals o ccur r ed at a t ime o f R e d hyster ia general ly a n d i n the mids t o f a 
fractious M i n e M i l l e lect ion i n BC, wh i ch invo lved a left-r ight sp l i t between 
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o p p o s i n g candidates . S h o p stewards J a c k Scott, Ga r f i e l d Be langer , T i n y 
Noakes , a n d E r n i e W e e d , a l l members o f the L a b o u r Progressive Party (as 
the C o m m u n i s t Party was then called), d i s t r ibuted a r ep r in t o f a n art ic le i n 
the party 's Pacific Tribune newspaper wr i t ten by B r u c e M i c k l e b u r g h . It was 
h e a d l i n e d " C o n s o l i d a t e d Prepares an Inside J o b . " T h e four m e n d is t r ib ­
u t ed the r e p r i n t at the company 's smelter gates but s tood o n pub l i c p r o p ­
erty a n d were o n the i r own t ime. T h e y were fired. 

M i n e M i l l L o c a l 480 , t h en l ed by r ightists, immed ia te l y d en i ed any par t 
i n the d i s t r i bu t i on a n d soon c o n d e m n e d the art ic le as "ma l i c i ous a n d s lan­
de rous . " T h e c o m p a n y sa id : "These m e n were d ismissed for d i s t r ibu t ing to 
employees o f the c ompany a leaflet c on ta in ing mal ic ious ly un t rue state­
ments r e g a r d i n g the act ions and motives o f the c ompany . " 

T h e o f f end ing art ic le was a trenchant left-wing view o f h is tor ic a n d c on ­
t emporary l abour -management events i n T r a i l . B lay lock , for example , was 
accused o f c o m b i n i n g " t e r r o r i sm a n d pa te rna l i sm to m a i n t a i n the o p e n 
shop for a g ene ra t i on . " T h e company was said to now suppor t a u n i o n , but 
on ly a g ood u n i o n w i t h responsib le leaders, not C o m m u n i s t s , i m p l y i n g it 
was t ak ing sides i n the left-r ight u n i o n e lect ion (won by the left i n the i m ­
por tan t contest for BC pres ident ) . T h e art ic le also re ferred to a n u p c o m i n g 
(and unsuccessful) r a i d by the U n i t e d Steelworkers o f A m e r i c a (with w h i c h 
M i n e M i l l vo ted to merge i n 1967). It i n c luded a p h o t o g r a p h o f u n i o n offi­
cers i n 1917, w i th G o o d w i n o n horseback, and said G o o d w i n "was mar ty red 
by the c ompany for h is l eadership o f the v ictor ious 1917 str ike i n w h i c h 
3,000 workers w a l k e d so l id ly o f f ' the h i l l , ' and for his firm stand against i m ­
per ia l i s t war . " A n opt imis t i c , i f by no means accurate, account o f the 1917 
str ike to be sure. 

A l t h o u g h d i s own ing a n d c o n d e m n i n g d i s t r ibu t i on o f the " C o n s o l i d a t e d 
Prepares a n Ins ide J o b " art ic le , M i n e M i l l took the dismissals to arb i t ra t ion . 
T h e major i ty o f the three -member arb i t ra t ion boa rd , c h a i r m a n a n d N e l s o n 
C o u n t y C o u r t J u d g e E r i c Dawson and company representat ive R a l p h 
Perry , r u l e d the c ompany h a d the r i gh t to dismiss the m e n for d i s t r ibu t ing 
" a scurr i lous a n d ma l i c i ous attack u p o n the Conso l i da t ed M i n i n g a n d 
S m e l t i n g C o m p a n y o f C a n a d a L i m i t e d a n d cer ta in officers thereof. T h e 
pu rpose is c lear ly to st ir u p discontent a n d i l l - fee l ing between the emp loye r 
a n d employees . " 

I n d i ssent ing f r o m the dec is ion, u n i o n nom inee Harvey M u r p h y c o m ­
men t ed that the c ompany c o u l d have sued for l ibe l , but chose not to. T h e 
po in t is pe r t inent : T r u t h is a defence to any c l a im o f l ibe l , a n d so is fair c om­
men t o n a mat te r o f p u b l i c interest. T h e art ic le was not j u d g e d i n d e p e n d ­
ent ly i n this context but w i t h i n the employer -employee re la t ionsh ip . T h i s 
invo l ved di f ferent cons iderat ions a n d obl igat ions. 
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Scott sa id later he h a d been sent f r o m V a n c o u v e r to T r a i l by M u r p h y , the 
un i on ' s r e g i ona l d i rec tor a n d a we l l -known C o m m u n i s t , to get a j o b at the 
smel ter a n d "get the party i n shape, " r e f e r r ing to the L a b o u r Progressive 
Party. Scott d i d so a n d became a shop steward. Scott gave an ins ide g l impse 
at the casual way i n w h i c h party members dec i d ed to h a n d out the o f f end ing 
art ic le w h i c h h a d been r u n of f i n the thousands by the party a n d sent to 
t h e m for d i s t r ibut i on . A meet ing was ca l l ed to discuss the two M i c k l e b u r g h 
articles. Sa id Scott: " T h e one about u n i o n l eadersh ip we wou ldn ' t d is tr ibute 
at a l l a n d dec ided to destroy it. T h e o ther one — o n the company — we 
thought , ' A h , what the he l l . It's the company . W h o cares?' We thought , even 
t h o u g h we d i dn ' t l i ke it m u c h , we w o u l d d is t r ibute it. It had stuff i n it that 
the company was sure not to l ike , such as that the C M & S was imp l i ca t ed i n the 
m u r d e r o f G i n g e r G o o d w i n a n d o n a n d o n . " 2 3 

T h e shock ing p o l l u t i o n levels f r om the T r a i l smelter sparked in t e rna ­
t i ona l env i r onmen ta l and legal c omp la in t . By the mid-1920s , a s tagger ing 
total o f more than 10,000 tons o f su lph ides a m o n t h were be ing d i scharged 
into the a ir . A c c o r d i n g to one study, emiss i on levels o f su lphur d i o x i d e 
peaked at 662 tons a day in 1930. T h e smel ter p o l l u t i o n caused a major en­
v i r o n m e n t a l c omp la in t b rought by the U n i t e d States against C a n a d a after 
d o w n w i n d farmers i n Wash ing t on State sa id the i r crops were be ing r u i n e d . 
Damages o f $350,000 were assessed. Bu t by the e n d o f the legal battle, one 
study said the c ompany was m u c h r i cher a n d the farmers were a lot poorer . 
Selwyn B lay l ock "b rought the same b r a n d o f a r rogant pa te rna l i sm to his 
a p p r o a c h to the smoke p r o b l e m " as he h a d done to l abour re lat ions, p r o ­
d u c i n g 25 years o f social confl ict , sa id the study. T h e company d i d insta l l 
p o l l u t i o n con t r o l devices to recover the s u l p h u r that was then t rans fo rmed 
in to a new p roduc t - fert i l izer. It also l e d to the " g r e e n i n g of T r a i l " a n d 
slowly the b leak landscape began to r ega in its hea l th . It cost C M & S almost 
$20,000,000 by the e n d o f W o r l d W a r H to recover the a i r po l lutants a n d 
t u r n them into fert i l izer . W i t h i n a decade, the costs were not on ly recovered 
but a handsome pro f i t was be ing made . By the early 1990s, aer ia l d ischarge 
o f l ead was d o w n to 118 metr ic tonnes a year a n d f a l l i n g . 2 4 

2 3 T r a i l Daily Times, 30, 31 March, 1, 4, 6, 7, 11 Apr i l 1949; Pacific Tribune, Vancou­
ver, 11, 18 March, 17 June 1949; B.C. District Union News, 27 June, 21 July 1949; 
Bryan D. Palmer ed., A Communist Life:Jack Scott and the Canadian Workers Movement, 
1927-1985 (St. John's, 1988). 
2 4 James Robert A l lum, "Smoke Across the Border: The Environmental Politics of 
the Tra i l Smelter Investigation," PhD thesis, Queen's University, 1995; Keith 
Murray, "The Tra i l Smelter Case: International A i r Pollution in the Columbia Val ­
ley," BC Studies 15 (Autumn 1972); The Greening of Trail, Cominco pamphlet, un­
dated; Victoria Times Colonist, 26 November 1993. 
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P o l l u t i o n prob l ems haunted T e c k C o m i n c o a n d its T r a i l smelter into the 
21st century. T h e U S E n v i r o n m e n t a l P ro tec t i on Agency a n d Te ck C o m i n c o 
were l o cked i n a d ispute over studies a n d c l eanup o f the smelter 's past p o l ­
l u t i o n o f the C o l u m b i a River . T h e E P A has con tended that T e c k C o m i n c o is 
responsib le for m u c h o f the Co lumb ia ' s worst p o l l u t i o n because, f r om 1894 
to 1994, it d u m p e d about 363 tonnes o f smelter slag dai ly into the r iver . 
E a r l i e r studies showed that the slag con ta ined mercury , lead, arsenic, a n d 
metals that can be dangerous to h u m a n h e a l t h . 2 5 

A F I N A L N O T E 

I f G o o d w i n was not m u r d e r e d a n d there was n o conspiracy to m u r d e r h i m , 
this does not d i m i n i s h his p lace i n history t h o u g h it may we l l — a n d p r o p ­
erly — change the focus to his life ra ther than his death. 

Indeed , f reed o f the narrow perspect ives o f conspiracy pa rano ia , 
Goodw in ' s life may be seen i n a ful ler a n d r i che r context : As the effort o f one 
m a n (and there were others, o f course) to redress wrongs a n d prov ide some 
d ign i ty i n the workp lace by immed ia t e trade u n i o n act ion o n the one h a n d 
a n d , o n the o ther h a n d , by address ing the b igger p ic ture o f the po l i t i ca l , 
economic , a n d social o rde r o f life i n m o d e r n society. 

L i b e r a l democra t cries for a just society can be seen as c on f i rm ing the cr i t ­
i c i sm o f the o l d M a r x i s t Social ists: W e l ive i n a n unjust society. 

Goodw in ' s cr i t ic isms o f war as a n ins t rument o f na t i ona l po l icy can be 
seen as jus t as re levant today as yesterday. Pro f i t eer ing by corporat ions a n d 
banks today is l i t t le di f ferent than that o f Goodw in ' s t ime. T h e mot iva t ion , 
greed , is the same. T h e nature o f the ownersh ip is unchanged . 

Ca l l ous dismissals by corporat ions o f the i r management employees a n d 
workers al ike, not i n the name o f necessary cost-cutt ing for the survival o f 
the c o rpo ra t i on i tsel f but for prof i t m a x i m i z a t i o n a n d to increase the value 
o f shares t raded o n the stock exchanges, have become a h a l l m a r k o f the 
wo rk wo r l d . 

R o u g h treatment o f the b lue-co l lar work force is not new, as G o o d w i n 
h i m s e l f we l l knew a n d exper i enced . Bu t now supervisory staffs also know 
that they are n o l onge r safe. L o n g ago, the w o r k i n g classes (reformists a n d 
revolut ionar ies ) l ea rned that po l i t i ca l ac t ion must be m a r r i e d to trade u n ­
i o n ac t i on for self-defence as we l l as for progress. Perhaps the m i d d l e 
classes w i l l f i n d out the same way. A s h i s t o r i an M a r k Le i e r has no ted , the 

'Seattle Times, 25 August, 16-7 September, 25 October, 27 November 2003. 
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conspi racy theory s u r r o u n d i n g Goodwin ' s death has obscured the r ea l 
work ings o f cap i ta l i sm a n d the state, " a n exp lo i t i ve s y s t em . " 2 6 

L a b o u r leader K e n George t t i discussed G o o d w i n as he ro a n d G o o d w i n 
as mar ty r at the ded ica t i on i n 1989 o f a m o u n t a i n west o f C u m b e r l a n d as 
M o u n t G o o d w i n . Georgett i 's forbears were a m o n g the p i onee r I tal ians to 
r each T r a i l jus t before the t u r n o f the 20 th century. H e w o r k e d at the T r a i l 
smelter a n d headed the u n i o n there before b e ing e lected pres ident o f the 
BC Fede ra t i on o f L a b o u r a n d then pres ident o f the C a n a d i a n L a b o u r C o n ­
gress. 

" Some peop le say we shou ld r emembe r h i m as a hero , " said George t t i . 
" A n d wh i l e he was a brave m a n , I don ' t th ink he w o u l d want us to elevate 
h i m above the struggle o f many o ther trade unionis ts i n that t ime. N o r 
shou ld we try to put his achievements out o f the reach o f a l l o f us today. 

" Some ca l l h i m a martyr because he suffered for his cause a n d i n d e e d he 
d i d . 

" A n d yet others describe h i m as an examp le o f the k i n d o f uni ty we need , 
o f the s t rength o f ideas a n d the c o m m i t m e n t to fight for them, o f the way 
power is used against us, a n d o f the con t r i bu t i on we can a l l make . 

" Today , ou r struggle may be m o r e po l i te . W e may have m o r e l ega l 
p ro tec t i ons . W e may be m o r e sophis t i ca ted . B u t the cha l l enges we face 
now, as then , r e m a i n u n c h a n g e d . We st i l l have to take o n power fu l , 
we l l - o rgan i zed forces, that are st i l l c on t r o l l i n g the government a n d the me­
d i a . W e st i l l see the use o f rac ism a n d o ther tactics o f d i v i s i on that prey o n 
o u r fears a n d o n our differences. A n d our objectives r e m a i n the same: Safe 
workplaces , better w o r k i n g cond i t ions , fa ir wages, a n d a better l i fe for o u r 
famil ies . These may be goals we have progressed toward i n the last 75 years 
but are st i l l not goals we have achieved. 

"So , w h e n we r emember G i n g e r G o o d w i n , a n d when we l o ok at the 
m o u n t a i n n a m e d for h i m , we shou ld th ink not o f the hero o r the mar ty r but 
as the e p i t a p h reads, a f r i end . A fa l l en comrade w h o gave every th ing i n this 
struggle a n d p a i d the u l t imate pr i ce for what he be l ieved i n . " 

T h e struggle for d ign i ty a n d just ice, said Georget t i , w i l l go o n . 2 7 

Mark Leier, "Plots, Shots and Liberal Thoughts"; "Goodwin, Albert (Ginger)" Dic­
tionary of Canadian Biography, Volume XIV, 1911 to 1920 (Toronto, 1996). 
2 7 K e n Georgetti, text of remarks 24 June 1989, B C Federation of Labour, Vancou­
ver. 



A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S 

A L O T O F P E O P L E H E L P E D make this book happen . T h e y inc lude , especial ly: 

M y wife, H e l e n Ayers, whose idea it was a n d whose steadfast suppor t , en ­
couragement , a n d technica l assistance were always present. 

Do r i s G o o d w i n o f C o n i s b r o u g h , South Yo rksh i r e , answered my 
r o u n d - r o b i n letter to a l l the Goodw ins (50!) i n the R o t h e r h a m te l ephone 
book a n d was tireless i n her research. H e r late husband , D a n , a coa l m i n e r 
at Y o r k s h i r e M a i n Co l l i e r y i n E d l i n g t o n , was a nephew o f G i n g e r G o o d w i n . 
Dan ' s father was Geo rge G o o d w i n , G inger ' s eldest a n d closest bro ther . D o ­
ris was a wonder fu l hostess o n visits to what r e m a i n e d o f the coal f ie lds o f 
Sou th Yo rksh i r e , w h i c h was the West R i d i n g o f Y o r k s h i r e i n G inge r ' s t ime. 

J e a n Le t che r o f T r a i l , B C , p r o v i d e d thoughts a n d details k n o w n on ly to 
the last p e r son w i th close memor i es o f G i n g e r G o o d w i n . L i k e Dor i s , she a n ­
swered my ca l l for he lp , this t ime v i a a letter i n the T r a i l Daily Times. J e a n 
was fifteen years o l d w h e n G i n g e r was b u r i e d f r om her parents ' h o m e o n 
P e n r i t h Avenue i n C u m b e r l a n d where he was often a boarder . She later 
m o v e d to T r a i l where her husband wo rked for Conso l i da t ed M i n i n g a n d 
S m e l t i n g C o m p a n y L i m i t e d . 

R u t h Masters o f Cour tenay , B C , shared her research a n d interviews w i t h 
o l d C u m b e r l a n d residents. M a i n t a i n e d i n the C u m b e r l a n d M u s e u m a n d 
Arch i ves as " T h e Shoo t i ng o f G i n g e r G o o d w i n , " they embody the o ra l t rad i ­
t i on a n d fo lk lo re s u r r o u n d i n g G o o d w i n . H e r early encouragement was i m ­
por tant . 

D r . M a r k Le i e r , d i rec tor o f the Cen t r e for L a b o u r Studies at S i m o n F r a -
ser Un ive rs i t y i n Burnaby , B C , associate professor i n the H is to ry Depar t ­
m e n t at S F U a n d au thor o f several l abour history books, shared his interest 
i n G o o d w i n . H e reviewed the manuscr ip t a n d p r o v i d e d va luable c r i t i c i sm 
a n d assistance i n many ways. 

A d r i a n B r o o k s o f V i c t o r i a , defence counse l who has represented a n u m ­
ber o f persons accused o f m u r d e r i n B C Supreme C o u r t trials, a d d e d a new 
d i m e n s i o n to the G o o d w i n debate — a c r i m i n a l lawyer's review a n d analysis 
o f Goodw in ' s death a n d the Crown ' s case o f mans laughte r against D a n 
C a m p b e l l . 

F r i e n d a n d f o rmer newspaper col league, Pau l Bennet t , now a travel 
wr i ter , b r ough t his copy ed i tor 's sk i l l to the manuscr ip t . So too d i d his wife, 
L o r i e , also a travel wr i ter . T h e y cont r ibuted valuable ideas f r o m the genera-
list v i ewpo int . K i r k N i e r g a r t h at the Univers i ty o f New Brunswick also p r o -
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v ided copy-ed i t ing assistance. M a u r i c e Chazottes , a f o rmer B r i t i s h 
j ourna l i s t a n d senior M a c l e a n - H u n t e r edi tor , assisted w i th the p r o o f r ead ­
i n g . 

Susan Mayse a n d husband S tephen H u m e shared the i r research for he r 
book : Ginger: The Life and Death of Albert Goodwin (Made i r a Pa rk : H a r b o u r 
Pub l i sh ing , 1990). M a n y useful hours were spent i n keen discussions about 
what h a p p e n e d , a n d what m i gh t have happened , so many years ago. 

T h e y a n d others vo lunteered the i r not incons iderab le t ime to the 
G o o d w i n project. 

T h e m e n a n d w o m e n who work i n ou r l ibrar ies , archives a n d o ther pub l i c 
inst i tut ions were unfa i l ing ly courteous a n d he lp fu l . T h e i r workp laces are 
re ferenced and , as employees, they are i ndeed assets. F o r g o i n g that ex t ra 
m i l e i n response to many requests for assistance, pa r t i cu la r apprec i a t i on is 
g iven to the staff at B C Arch ives i n V i c t o r i a ; Ba rba ra L e m k y , cura tor o f the 
C u m b e r l a n d M u s e u m and Archives , a n d her predecessor, Da l e Reeves; a n d 
George B randak , C u r a t o r o f Manusc r ip t s at the Spec ia l Co l l e c t i ons a n d 
Univers i ty Arch ives D i v i s i on , Univers i ty o f B C , w h i c h ho lds the Susan Mayse 
Research Co l l e c t i on . 

Others who were especial ly he lp fu l i n c luded : K a r l Coe , J a c k H o r b u r y , 
C u m b e r l a n d ; Franc is (Buddy) De V i t o , Frui tva le , B C ; Pro f . H a m a r Foster, 
Univers i ty o f V i c t o r i a law faculty; Grego ry Kealey, F r ede r i c t on , N B ; A l K i n g , 
T . Denn is Devitt , Vancouver ; Rev. R eg ina l d Davies, v icar o f the Pa r i sh 
C h u r c h o f A l l Saints, Denaby M a i n ; J o h n Gwa tk in , C o n i s b r o u g h ; T o m 
Ross ington , T r e e t o n ; Eva H a r r i s , J i m m y a n d B i l l y Conway , V i c t o r i a ; 
Janet te G love r -Ge id t , U n i o n Bay, B C ; C o l i n Stevens, cura to r o f B u r n a b y 
V i l l age Her i tage M u s e u m , and a f o rmer curator o f the C u m b e r l a n d M u ­
seum a n d Arch ives ; L o u v a i n Brownlow, T o r o n t o ; a n d J a m i e Forbes a n d 
Saman tha P o l i n g at T r a i l C i ty Arch ives . T h e passage o f t ime over 15 years 
o f research a n d wr i t i n g has c l a imed the lives o f some o f these fine peop le . 

Research at N a t i o n a l Arch ives o f Canada , i n a d d i t i o n to its staff, was u n ­
de r taken by J a m i e Disbrow, then o f H is to ry Associates, Ot tawa, now o f V i c ­
tor ia . M i l d r e d H o w a r d o f Sydney, NS , d i d research in G lace Bay, NS . 

A l l o f these peop le have cont r ibuted to my at tempt to set f o r th a n accu­
rate account a n d correct past mistakes: F o r the errors that r e m a i n , a n d for 
the acknowledgements missed, I a m responsible . 

Research leads to interest ing places as we l l as peop le . T h e f o rmer coa l 
mines at B laenavon , Sou th Wales, a n d Caphouse Co l l i e r y i n O v e r t o n , West 
Yo rksh i r e , p rov ide a l ook into the past a n d mer i t a visit. T h e y are now (re­
spectively) the B i g P i t M u s e u m a n d the N a t i o n a l C o a l M i n i n g M u s e u m for 
E n g l a n d , former ly the Y o r k s h i r e M i n i n g M u s e u m , comple te w i th tr ips sev­
era l h u n d r e d feet into the earth to f o rmer work ings . Some seams were so 
sma l l that m iners had to l ie o n the i r sides, ha l f -naked because o f the heat, 
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often i n poo l s o f water, to hack out the coa l . T o stoop a n d crawl into these 
spaces, w i thou t the noise a n d dust o f m i n i n g a n d w i thout hav ing to d o any 
work , is a h u m b l i n g exper ience . A s l ight shift o f the ear th above, a n d it 
w o u l d be a l l over. 



NOTES O N SOURCES 

MANY RECORDS that w o u l d have been useful i n t e l l ing Goodw in ' s story have 
van ished over t ime. Some o f this was done del iberate ly a n d w i thout appar ­
ent lawful author i ty , as we have seen, a n d by peop l e w h o knew better. I n 
other cases, we jus t don ' t know why records have d i sappeared . A d d i n g to 
the G o o d w i n mystery (and research frustration) are numerous inaccuracies. 
T h e date a n d place o f Goodwin ' s b i r th , p u b l i s h e d var iously a n d often erro­
neously, are easily avai lable f r o m his b i r t h certif icate i n L o n d o n . B u t even it 
has a mistake: H e was b o r n at 113 W e l l Lane , not 113 Bo l e H i l l , as wr i t t en 
o n the certif icate. T h i s is a n unders tandab le confus ion because it is one con ­
t inuous street that suddenly changes its name. T r e e t o n h i s t o r i an T o m 
Ross ington , who knew f r om c h i l d h o o d that there was n o such low n u m b e r 
as 113 for the Bo l e H i l l houses, c leared this one u p . A n extract f r o m 
Goodw in ' s dea th certif icate, issued i n 1982 by the D i v i s i o n o f V i t a l Statistics 
at the M in i s t r y o f H e a l t h i n V i c t o r i a , says that G o o d w i n was b o r n i n Barns ley 
(misspel led Barnesley ) . T h i s e r ro r has been repeated many t imes. It was 
based o n incorrect i n f o rma t i on p r o v i d ed i n 1918 by J o h n M c M i l l a n . T h e 
extract also says that G o o d w i n was b o r n o n 10 M a y 1877 when , i n fact, it was 
10 M a y 1887, a n d that he was b u r i e d o n 2 A p r i l 1918 — when , o f course, it 
was 2 Augus t 1918. T h e 1901 Br i t i sh census says that G o o d w i n was b o r a in 
Denaby M a i n when , i n fact, he was b o r n i n T r e e t o n . 

Fo l k l o r e has it that G o o d w i n , h i d i n g f r om the po l i ce wh i l e evad ing con ­
scr ip t i on , w o u l d r e t u r n f r om the hi l ls o n Saturday n ights to a t tend dances i n 
C u m b e r l a n d . Indeed , i n H a r r y and M i l d r e d G u t k i n ' s Profiles in Dissent (Ed­
m o n t o n : NeWest Publ i shers L i m i t e d , 1997), W .A . P r i t c h a r d sa id i t hap ­
pened . Bu t , the story d i d seem too good to be true. I asked J e a n Letcher , 
whose sister M a r y was a g ood f r i end o f G o o d w i n . She sa id i t was not true. 
She was 15 years o l d at the t ime a n d w o u l d know. 

T h e C u m b e r l a n d Islander o f 9 September 1911 r e p o r t e d that G o o d w i n 
a n d his two g ood fr iends, A r t h u r B o o t h m a n a n d T o m Carney , p layed soc­
cer for T o t t e n h a m H o t s p u r — the famous n o r t h L o n d o n c lub now i n the 
Foo tba l l Assoc ia t ion P r em ie r League — but this tu rned out to be a ta l l story. 
N o one h a d thought to check w i th the c lub, w h i c h has n o r e c o r d o f them 
ever p l a y ing for the Spurs . 

T h e r e has been confus ion between two di f ferent fami l ies n a m e d C l a r k i n 
C u m b e r l a n d : It was the fami ly o f J o h n a n d Marga r e t C l a r k (not A n d r e w 
C la rk ) , at whose house G o o d w i n frequently boa rded , f r o m w h i c h he was 
b u r i e d . T h e r e has also been confus ion between A lbe r t G o o d w i n a n d R i c h -
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a r d G o o d w i n i n C u m b e r l a n d : Was this one m a n , o r two men? Were they re­
lated? T h e y were two m e n , bo th miners i n C u m b e r l a n d at the same t ime, 
but they were not re la ted to each other . A l s o unr e l a t ed was m i n e r Watts 
G o o d w i n whose wife L i l y travel led o n the same sh ip to C a n a d a as G i n g e r 
G o o d w i n . 

M i c r o f i l m w o u n d i n the w r o n g way (how often this happens! ) has l ed to 
a n incorrect ident i f i ca t ion o f the sh ip that b r ough t G o o d w i n a n d o ther m i n ­
ers to Ha l i f ax . C o n f u s i o n su r r ounded Geo rge H e n r y Roe whose name was 
spe l led , var iously, Roe , Row and Rowe, even o n the r e c o r d o f the inquest 
a n d the P r e l im ina ry Invest igat ion. 

T h e frailt ies o f h u m a n memory are obvious to a l l o f us i n everyday life 
a n d have invaded the G o o d w i n story i n a serious way. T o p i ck on ly one ex­
amp l e : Goodw in ' s gravestone has been said by some ( f rom memory ) to have 
been carved a n d erected, variously, a few years after his dea th i n 1918 a n d 
i n the 1940s. In fact, i t was i n 1936-37. E r r o r fo l lowed G o o d w i n l i teral ly to 
the grave: T h e gravestone says G o o d w i n was "shot J u l y 26th 1918. " I n fact, 
it was 27 J u l y 1918. 

I w o u l d draw spec ia l a t tent ion to the exce l lent v ideotape issued by the 
U n i t e d M i n e Worke r s o f A m e r i c a i n 1990 as a c o m p a n i o n to its of f ic ial 
p r i n t e d history, United We Stand: The United Mine Workers of America 
1890-1990. T h e 100-minute documentary v ideo, w h i c h inc ludes h is tor ica l 
as we l l as con temporary film a n d st i l l pho tog raphs , traces the struggles o f 
miners . It is ca l l ed Out of Darkness: The Mine Workers Story. G o o d g l impses 
into m i n i n g cond i t i ons i n C a p e B r e t on i n a n d a r o u n d Goodw in ' s t ime, as 
we l l as con temporaneous footage f r om B r i t a i n a n d the U S , are conta ined i n 
12,000 Men, a N a t i o n a l F i l m B o a r d v ideotape m a d e i n 1978. 
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